
BOARD OF DEPUTIES REPORT 2020 

Roger Kutchinsky, Bernadette Hillman and I have continued to represent Radlett Reform Synagogue as your 

Deputies on the Board of Deputies of British Jews and have been regular attendees at its plenary meetings.  

Over the last year, anti-Semitism has remained one of the fundamental challenges facing the British Jewish 

community. The Board has continued to work tirelessly to challenge antisemitism in British politics, as well as 

on university campuses, in public institutions and anywhere else in wider society.  It has endeavoured to 

ensure that those in power are held to account, to make sure that the Jewish community and others feel safe 

and comfortable in British society.  In particular, it has continued to press the Labour Party to deal firmly with 

anti-Semitism within the party both at national and local levels and has been pleased to note the positive 

attitude being adopted towards such issues by its new leader, Sir Keir Starmer. 

An overwhelming majority of British have visited Israel at some point, and a similar proportion views Israel as 

the “ancestral homeland of the Jewish people”.  As the voice of the Jewish community, the Board of Deputies 

articulates the concerns and positions of the community about Israel to parliamentarians, the Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office, media and other faith groups.  The Board’s President Marie Van der Zyl (West London 

Synagogue) recently clarified the Board’s position in relation to the proposed annexation by Israel of parts of 

the West Bank, pointing out that there are widely differing views on this within the Jewish community, adding 

that, “as the body responsible for representing this range [of opinion], we do not in good faith support one 

view over another. Rather we are here to facilitate this debate from all sides. We also have to take into account 

that Israel – the only democracy in the Middle East – has an elected Government which reflects the will of 

Israeli voters. We do, as ever, emphasise our continued belief in a negotiated two-state solution, leading to a 

secure Israel alongside a viable Palestinian state” 

The Board of Deputies continues to play a central role in the on-going co-ordinated community campaign, 

Shechita UK, to protect the practice of Shechita, the religious slaughter of animals for food, which faces 

increasing and repeated challenges both in the UK, Europe and beyond.  It also actively promotes and 

campaigns to protect the right of the Jewish community to carry out religious circumcisions in accordance with 

our religious beliefs.   

No report would be complete without mentioning the impact that the Covid-19 pandemic has had on the 

Board and in particular the plenary meetings of Deputies held every two months in London.  The Board 

adapted very quickly and held meetings by Zoom from early in lockdown; the meeting held on 20 July had 173 

Deputies in attendance with a considerable number of others watching the live-streamed meeting.   

The Board is the only democratically elected, cross-communal, representative body in the Jewish community.   

It comprises nearly 300 deputies directly elected by synagogues and communal organisations, from youth 

movements, to social welfare charities and regional councils.  In addition, there are a number of under-35 

observers, appointed by synagogues and organisations to supplement their representation and to ensure that 

a new generation of communally minded activists can contribute to our work on behalf of the community. 

Each synagogue and institution elects one or more Deputy, depending on the size of that particular body, with 

elections occurring every three years.  Radlett Reform is currently entitled to elect four Deputies. 

As always, the Board needs the continued financial support of Synagogue members’ in order to carry on its 

good work. The voluntary annual contribution from members once again remains at only £30 and represents 

excellent value for money, enabling the Board to carry on its tremendous work on behalf the UK’s Jewish 

community. 

Richard Burn 


