
INTERMARRIAGE 
 
 
At Temple Solel, we encourage our families to make their homes exclusively Jewish.  As Rabbis 
and educators, we strive to reinforce this practice.  Our job is to make Judaism a positive 
experience that our students want to embrace. Through positive, non-judgmental examples, we 
want to show that Judaism is worth preserving by living it, enjoying it, and sharing it.  Our task 
is to convey, “This is what Judaism is about.  Come join us.”  We seek the perpetuation of 
Judaism and the Jewish people. 
 
Food for Thought:  “The true test of a Jew is not whether he/she had Jewish grandparents, but 
whether he/she will have Jewish grandchildren.”  
 
When talking about intermarriage with students, we need to tell them that: 

 We are at Temple Solel because we are Jewish teachers who believe in Judaism, and we 
are glad our students are here, learning and celebrating as Jews.   

 We want Judaism to continue.   
 The Jewish people needs them, and wants them to take hold of Torah, live a Jewish life, 

and pass Torah onto their children.  
 There are difficult issues to deal with in our lives, and Judaism can help us deal with 

these issues. 
 When children say they are Jewish and they believe that Jesus is God, we need to say, 

“Believing that Jesus is God is a Christian belief.” 
 When children talk about having Christmas trees in their homes, we need to ask, “Has 

your family talked about the fact that a Christmas tree is a Christian symbol?” 
 
When discussing intermarriage in the classroom, we need to be non-judgmental.  We are all 
doing the best we can.  People make choices and we cannot judge these choices.  The only way 
we are going to pass Judaism on to future generations is by being positive.  We need to inspire 
and elevate those with whom we work! 
 



What if one of my parents is not Jewish?  
Am I or can I be a member of Am Yisrael? 

 
Reform Jews believe that as long as one of your parents is Jewish and you 
are being raised only as a Jew, you are Jewish and a member of Am Yisrael. 
It is also fine to go to celebrate non-Jewish holidays with people in your 
family who are of another religion. You just need to remember that you are 
joining them in celebrating their holiday, not your holiday. You might want 
to invite your non-Jewish family to celebrate Jewish holidays with you and 
you can explain different things about the holiday, like the importance of 
certain foods at Passover or why we fast on Yom Kippur. 
 







“How to Speak with Children About God” 
Rabbi Frank (Notes from his Lecture) 

October 16, 2011 
 

These are the things we CAN say about God: 
 
God is infinite 
 Fills all time 
 Fills at space 
 
Everything is in God and God is in everything 
 
God is the source of life 
 The scientific concept of matter is that matter is a configuration of pure energy 
  Think of God as pure energy, out of which worlds come into being 
   In this respect, God is the source 
 
God is non-corporeal 
 Does not have a body or mind  
  God does not control each of our lives 

A person who is being diagnosed with a serious illness just asked Rabbi Frank: 
“Am I being punished for something I did wrong?”   

  Rabbi Frank explained to her that God does not individually punish or reward  
 
God is holy 
 We affirm God’s holiness through prayers and actions 
 The purpose of our life’s journey is to affirm and expand God’s holiness 
 
We are never encountering all of God 
 Sometimes we think we know someone so well, and then they say something that totally 
  surprises us.  We can’t really know anyone else completely 

We can’t know God completely either, but we can encounter God. 
 
How can we encounter God? 

We can encounter God through the orderliness and majesty of the world. 
We can encounter God in life cycle passages (including death). 
We can encounter God through acts of holiness. 
 

Why does God allow evil things to happen? 
Two aspects 
1. The kind of evil that we as people cause  

God gives humans free will.  As humans, we wrestle with bad urges and try to 
channel them into good. 

2. Random events that bring about human tragedy and disaster  
Natural Disasters 



Why are some people (who don’t deserve it) stricken with illness? 
This is the imperfect perfection 
 We have been created with a certain fragility 
 There will be natural disaster and illnesses. 
The beauty of the human condition 
 It is our own mortality that compels us to be who we are. 
 It motivates us to strive. 
 We were born as partners in the ongoing work of creation. 
  Could you appreciate a beautiful day if there were no stormy days? 
  Could you appreciate light without dark? 

The randomness of us enables us to thrive and create (ie: cures to the  
 illnesses that plague us). 
 

Miracles  
From modern thinking, the biblical miracles probably did not happen 

 There is no proof of the flood, or the Israelites in Egypt 
 We never read the bible for scientific truth, but the bible speaks to the mind and the heart 
 
We are God wrestlers – Yisrael means “wrestling with God” 
 For 3500 years, our ideas about God have changed. 
 We have so many varied ways of looking at God 
 
Tips for Discussing God with Your Child: 

 Stay true to what you believe.  Don’t say things that you don’t really believe. 
 Use concrete analogies for God for children who are at a younger age 

(ie:  Love – love is not something we can touch or see.  We can express our words for 
love, but we can’t really see love.  Same with God!  We can use words to describe 
God or what God does, but we can’t really see God.) 

 When we see a wonderful moment, suggest that we are seeing God in that moment. 
 Tell your kids your concerns and thoughts.  Tell them what you are really wrestling with  

regarding God 
 Discuss the responsibility we all have for creating good in the world. 

 
 
 





BELIEFS ABOUT GOD 
 
 

Some beliefs about God which may be presented to the Temple Solel students: 
 

1. God is reflected in the beauty of nature and the nobility of humanity. 
2. God is an unseen yet omnipresent Force in the world and in every one of us 

which helps us identify that which is good and true and worthwhile, and 
which moves us to pledge ourselves to live up to it. 

3. God is Creator of the universe. 
4. People are copartners with God in the creation of a better world. 
5. God grants all people free will, and the consequent responsibility and 

accountability for our actions. 
6. Some believe that God does not cause everything that happens in the world. 

Some things are the result of sheer accident, others are caused by people 
exercising their freedom in a harmful way. 

7. God is not a physical thing or being. God is intangible. God has no form. Yet 
God is a realty in the universe. 

8. God is not a person, nor even a supersperson. God does not “do what people 
do, only better.” God is a totally different order of realty than we humans are 
– not just bigger, better, or further away, but completely different. (So many 
of the misunderstandings about God stem from our habit of thinking of God as 
a pious Superman, subject to no limitation, not even to the laws of Nature). 
“Why did God do that?” “How could God let it happen?” Perhaps the greatest 
step toward mature understanding of God is the realization that God doesn’t 
“cause” things the way a person causes thing to happen. God doesn’t “cause” 
things to happen in the world, except in a special sense of the word, different 
from the way we use it about ourselves when we speak of our “causing things 
to happen or our making things happen.” 

9. God is a Power that makes things possible (such as the growth of a flower, the 
healing of a bruise, an inner feeling of gratitude or self-satisfaction). 

10. Some believe that God does not punish people. Some people suffer as a direct 
result of their actions or the actions of others, but natural laws operate without 
making moral judgments. What God does is to provide resources of strength 
and faith for the victims of misfortune and resources of compassion for those 
around them, so that together they can go on living and building a life in spite 
of what happened. 



How do you know if God is real? 
 
This is a wonderful question. We don’t really know, but we think God is real 
because of all the incredible things we see around us that point to evidence 
of God’s existence. Why does the human body work? How do we begin to 
breathe when we are babies? What makes flowers grow? Where did the 
order of the world come from that makes day and night happen every 
twenty-four hours or the seasons happen each year? Some say the fact that 
we humans can tell right from wrong or can feel emotions is proof of God’s 
existence. We can’t ever know what God really is or if there is a God. We 
suggest that, whatever you decide, keep an open mind and an open heart to 
the very real possibility of God’s existence. 
 



Is the Torah True? 
 
There is some evidence of historical truth in parts of the Torah, but there is 
no evidence that it is 100 percent historically accurate. There is a different 
kind of truth, however, in the Torah. This is the truth one finds in the lessons 
and insights it has for those who study it. The struggles of people and 
families, the challenges of making decisions and taking risks, the difficulty 
of following the rules – these ring true for all people. The “truth” is that 
there are many kinds of ‘truth,” of which historical truth is only one. 



Did God Write the Torah? 
 
Some people say that God inspired or gave Moses the ideas for the Torah or 
gave the writers of the Torah (not Moses) ideas for its writing. Others say 
that it is a human-made book but is filled with God’s wishes and insights. 
Still others say that God dictated the Torah to Moses word by word. Most 
Reform Jews do not accept this last answer but subscribe to one of the other 
answers or to some combination of the above. 
 



Speaking About God as an Infinite Presence and Source of All Being 
 
The people who wrote the Torah (and the midrashim) speak of God in 
anthropomorphic terms.  Modern philosophers came to understand God less as a 
person, and more as an infinite presence and source of all being.  It is important to 
study Torah for its lessons and morals.   
 













Reform View about Homosexuality 
 
Historically, Judaism has been heterocentric - presuming that committed 
relationships only occurred between two people of opposite genders.  
Thankfully, we live in a time where society - and Reform Judaism - has come 
to understand that there is absolutely nothing wrong with individuals whose 
sexual orientation is gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender.  In that 
spirit, Reform - and even some Conservative rabbis - have spent the last few 
decades developing ceremonies to allow gay couples to consecrate their 
relationships in the same or similar way that men and women have been doing 
under the chuppah for thousands of years. 
 
































