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Don’t miss the joyful laughter and music on Sunday after-
noon, December 13th, at 1:00 p.m., as 40 children repre-
senting the children’s choirs from all six Old York Road 
congregations join together in song for the 11th Anniversary 
Kehillah Hanukkah event, “It’s a Miracle! A Hanukkah 
Magic Show and Concert. This event will take place at Old 
York Road Temple Beth-Am.

Children’s choirs of Congregation Adath Jeshurun, Congre-
gation Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu-El, Congregation Kol 
Ami, Beth Sholom Congregation, Old York Road Temple-
Beth Am and Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel will 
lead our community’s annual Hanukkah celebration. This 
year’s program will be perfect for families, children and 
those who wish to have some Hanukkah fun. The combined 
children’s choirs of our congregations will present a group 
of festive Hanukkah songs, followed by a fabulous Hanuk-
kah Magic Show with “Hanukkah Harrison” aka Harrison 
Lampert.

Harrison grew up in Lower Moreland and was a member of 
KI. He now lives in Los Angles where he performs comedy 
and magic all over town. He has been seen on The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart, in The Incredible Burt Wonderstone 
and the documentary Magic Camp on Netflix. He is excited 
to come back for the holidays to perform an entertaining 
show for everyone! Save him some latkes, because Hanuk-
kah is one of his favorite holidays!

Looking forward to seeing you there!

It’s a Miracle! 
A Hanukkah Magic Show and Concert
Sunday, December 13, 2015, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Location: Old York Road Temple-Beth Am, 
971 Old York Road, Abington

Tickets available at all the 
Kehillah of Old York Road synagogues

Tickets:
$5 in advance • $7 at the door



In Sholom
Rabbi David Glanzberg-Krainin

As the Presidential election process heats up, it occurs 
to me that the very founding of this country and the 
perpetuity of this nation, in the face of such challenges, 
is based on a theme celebrated by Jews every year at 
this time. The festival of Hanukkah commemorates the 
victory that occurred over 2,000 years ago when a small 
band of Jews, in the name of freedom from oppression 
and freedom of religion, battled the largest army in the 
world and were victorious.

Likewise, less than 230 years ago in 1789, a group 
of revolutionaries, in opposition to the great world 
powers of that time, wrote the Bill of Rights in order to safeguard the basic indi-
vidual freedoms of Americans – freedom of religion, speech and press. Religious 
persecution was the impetus for many to leave the shores of Europe for the New 
World so it is not surprising that the first amendment stressed the importance 
of freedom of religion. The Founding Fathers understood this to be central to all 
other liberties as it embodies the freedom to pursue our own belief systems, our 
personal way of finding transcendence.

As former British Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks teaches, the message of Hanukkah 
is as relevant today as it was two millennia and two centuries ago. Every year, 
we celebrate the power of freedom over oppression with the kindling of the 
Hanukkiyah, symbolizing the victory of light over darkness. Hanukkah teaches 
us four lessons about freedom.

First, the Hanukkiyah reminds us that the way to eliminate darkness – to rid 
the world of selfishness, negativity, hatred and greed – is to kindle the lights of 
knowledge, generosity, faith and love. 

Second, the Hanukkiyah is placed in the window of one’s home or in a public 
place so that the light shines out into the street. This public display represents our 
responsibility to bring the light of freedom, morality and spirituality not only into 
our own homes, but also into the lives of others and into the world.

Third, on a more personal level, a flame represents the soul of a person, the 
Godliness that is inherent in each and every one of us. Every person has an 
individual contribution to make, a unique way of illuminating the world. Hanuk-
kah celebrates the power of the soul and reminds us that despite the fact that 
there are six billion people in the world and many forces that de-personalize our 
lives, each flame, each soul, brings a special and distinctive light into the world.

Finally, the miracle of oil that lasted for eight days has a powerful mystical 
association. The number eight represents transcendence and infinity, one beyond 
the number seven which represents the natural cycle. There is a natural limit 
to all human endeavors, to all human knowledge, but Hanukkah introduces a 
crucial but additional dimension—the power of transcendence that enables us to 
go beyond our natural limitations and transform darkness into light.

The festival of Hanukkah reminds us that we must always reclaim our most basic 
freedoms. As Americans and as citizens of the world, it is our duty and privilege 
to add to the forces of light both in our homes, in our Beth Sholom community, 
and in the world around us.

Hag Urim Sameah—Happy Hanukkah! 



In Blessing
Rabbi Andrea Merow

In the fall right after the holidays, I 
had the honor of attending the 37th 
World Zionist Congress in Israel as 
part of the Mercaz delegation. Before 
I attended the Congress, I was thrilled 
to represent Beth Sholom in Omer 
at our sister congregation Magen 
Avraham. I’d like to share a bit about 
both of those experiences with you, 
and some thoughts about my trip in 
general. 

The Congress was an amazing 
conference of Jews from all over 
the world that work for, and care 
deeply about, the future of the Jewish 
State. The first Congress was in Basel, 
Switzerland in 1897 and was convened 
by Theodor Herzl. The Congress 
continues to provide support and 
leadership for the State of Israel and 
the Zionist world. 

I learned so much from meetings at 
the Congress that I look forward to 
sharing with you over the course 
of the year. I was lucky to hear 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Opposition Leader Yitzhak “Bugie” 
Herzog, Minister of Defense Moshe 
Yaalon, and Natan Sharansky. Many 
of the conversations centered around 
creating Jewish identity, abroad and 
in Israel. We heard panel discussions 
about ways to combat boycotts, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS), paths 
to creating positive Jewish identity for 
Israelis and for those from abroad, and 
democracy and equality in the Jewish 
state. 

I travelled under the backdrop of an 
escalation of violence in Israel. As I 
finished packing for the plane, I heard 
the news as Jake Tapper reported 
another stabbing in Jerusalem. My 
family knew not to ask me to stay 
home, but friends and congregants 
did say “Are you sure now is the 
right time to go”? The answer was of 
course, yes. The trip was preplanned, 
but in any case, any time that 
the Jewish People are in trouble 
it is our sacred responsibility as 
Jews to stand with our brothers and 
sisters. Every shopkeeper and friend 
expressed gratitude for visiting during 
the situation. I am writing in October 
and do not know if the situation will 
settle down or become worse. Either 
way, any time is the right time to go 
to Israel. Of course, it was not me 
helping Israel; it was Israel helping 
me. Being in Israel, seeing the land 
and our nation bloom, even amidst 
difficult times, lifts up my soul. This 
trip was particularly uplifting.

Last year, we began a relationship with 
Magen Avraham, the Conservative 
synagogue in Omer. Omer is a suburb 
of Be’er Sheva, and I was privileged to 
spend Shabbat there before attending 
the World Zionist Congress. The shul 
was founded 43 years ago and is 
flourishing as Be’er Sheva and the 
Negev desert are rapidly expanding. 
Many congregants work at Ben Gurion 
University or at the large Soroka 
Hospital. Last year, Rabbi Yonaton 
Sadoff joined us at Beth Sholom, and 

this year I was able to join them 
for a wonderful Shabbat. 

Friday night services were 
festive with a lovely Oneg. 
During the Friday service, I 
spoke about our historic 
building and about all of the 
varied activities at Beth 
Sholom. I want to thank 
Sharona Durry and Marina 
Goldfarb for checking my 
Hebrew sermon before I left 
Elkins Park. The Congregation 
was wowed with pictures of 

our sanctuary. We had wonderful 
conversations about how we each 
strive to bring more people into 
our shuls. They are also an active, 
traditional, egalitarian congregation. 

The members of the shul are eager 
to build relationships with us. One 
of their past presidents, Yoav Sharoni, 
already davens at Beth Sholom every 
time he visits his family or does work 
at Temple University. After I finished 
my sermon, he extemporaneously got 
up to tell his congregation that when 
he walks into Beth Sholom he feels 
at home. When I walked into this 
suburban Omer congregation I felt at 
home.

Saturday morning services felt very 
similar to ours at Beth Sholom. I 
was even asked to lead the morning 
service. We have mostly the same 
tunes; the prayer book of the Masorti/
Conservative Movement in Israel is 
innovative and kept me on my toes 
looking at each word. In the afternoon, 
over fifty people with young kids 
joined us for a picnic in the park. 

I want to thank Ed and Sheila Spitz 
for hosting me, and Rabbi Sadoff for 
arranging this wonderful opportunity. 
We look forward to learning with 
Rabbi Sadoff over skype this year and 
to welcoming him and his family in 
the spring. 

On Shabbat, when we begin the 
blessing after meals, we chant Shir 
HaMaalot, Psalm 126:  “Great things 
has Adonai done for us; therefore we 
rejoiced. Bring back our exiles Adonai, 
like streams returning to the Negev.” 
I told our friends in Omer at Magen 
Avraham that when we sing this line 
at Beth Sholom we will think of them 
as they have settled the Negev and 
made the desert bloom.  

Israel on My Mind



It’s been a while since we have had 
a full compliment of choirs as an 
active part of our Beth Sholom com-
munity. Music has had a long history 
for the Jewish people. At The Temple 
there was a choir and there were even 
instruments used, which we can see 

represented in the words of our psalms.

Our adult choir, “Kol Sholom” was started last year after 
a hiatus and has been a wonderful place for people to get 
together and make music as well as friends. This season the 
youth choir “Chevrei Shir” has begun as a part of JQuest 
B’Yachad, our combined religious school. In this choir, we 
are so thrilled to have gotten off to a great start with approxi-
mately a dozen of our own children and grandchildren. They 
have the joy of singing and spending time with friends after 
a quick lunch following religious school on Sunday morn-
ings. What a great experience for our youth to share! 

As if this wouldn’t be enough, we are now bringing back 
another group that has been a great source of pride to Beth 
Sholom in the past. Our Men’s Choir has now begun to have 
its first meetings and rehearsals and will once again become 
an active part of our Beth Sholom Community.

Getting to Know You
Hazzan Jeffrey Weber

Times change and the needs of the community change, and 
we can adapt to those needs while still keeping a great part 
of our traditions alive. Just as our music, both instrumental 
and vocal, were a great part of our secular and religious life 
in the times of The Temple, so it is in our life at Beth Sholom 
Congregation today. 

Our “Kol Sholom” choir meets on Monday nights at 7:30 pm. 
In addition, our Men’s Choir is meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of each month. All interested in singing with us 
are welcome and encouraged to join in the fun and joy of 
music in both of these groups.

Please tell your friends that our “Chevrei Shir” youth choir 
is not only for religious school students but open to our Day 
School students and all Beth Sholom children as well. We 
meet on Sundays at 12:15 pm. 

If you are interested or know someone who is interested in 
becoming a part of these joyous groups, please contact me at 
cantorweber@bethsholomcongregation.org. We look forward 
to singing with you. 



Dear Fellow Congregants,

When I became president there 
was only one thing I dreaded: Any-
thing in the job that had to do with 
writing. I am one of a very small 
minority who got through college 

without ever having to write an essay. I am in awe of people 
who sit in front of their computer and words effortlessly 
flow onto the Microsoft word screen. Many times, my fingers 
sit on the keyboard and minutes go by with the screen still 
blank. (The above 5 lines took 10 minutes!) However, I feel 
as though I am picking up momentum now, so let me share 
one idea with you.

In my High Holiday appeal address, I mentioned that I was 
interested in alternate ways to bring revenue to Beth Sholom. 
Most of our current revenue comes from you through dues, 
the High Holiday appeal, and one major fund-raising event 
each year. I am interested in developing income generating 
programs to be held in our synagogue, the majority of which 
will be supported by the larger community. The program-

ming would be planned with the intention to attract people 
who live in the northern suburbs and surrounding areas. 
Specifically, these programs would be concerts, speakers, 
meetings, etc. We have a sanctuary that is underutilized. The 
sound inside the main sanctuary is excellent for musicians, 
singers, and speakers. Programs similar to those that occur 
in Center City or the western suburbs could be promoted 
and staged at Beth Sholom. I know there is an audience who 
would love to avoid the time it takes driving downtown, to 
avoid traffic, and to avoid paying for parking.

Please share your thoughts with me. If you have an idea 
about a program, speaker, musician, or musical troupe that 
you think would be a draw, please let me know. If you 
have any connection in the entertainment business that may 
be able to help us, please let me know. My email address 
is afrankel@bethsholomcongregation.org. I look forward to 
hearing from you. Enjoy your winter and have a happy 
secular New Year.

From the President
Arthur Frankel



Congregational Engagement
Julie Glass

Did you know that Beth Sholom’s Mitzvah Food Pantry 
serves over 150 clients each week? The Pantry’s mission is 
to provide nutritious food items for our clients in Philadel-
phia and Montgomery counties. Wednesday afternoons at 
the Pantry are a very busy time, as our volunteers help our 
clients to make it a smooth experience for them. However, 
the process is week long, as our pantry co-managers order 
and organize to get ready for the following Wednesday. 

I would like to introduce you to the wonderful volunteers 
who co-manage the Mitzvah Food Pantry, Beverly 
McFadden and Stuart Warsetsky.

Beverly was born in North Carolina but was raised in a 
military family and therefore lived in many different places 
throughout the United States. She and her family moved to 
New Jersey after her father retired from the Army. Beverly 
met and married her husband, Delles and they now live in 
Philadelphia with their three children, Edrei (35), Zanetta 
(32) and Jared (27), and their granddaughter Leah (11). Edrei 
and Zanetta attended Germantown Jewish Center’s Hebrew 
school. Jared became B’nai Mitzvah at Temple Sholom and 
was confirmed at Beth Sholom, after the merger of Temple 
Sholom with Beth Sholom. Beverly is a graduate of Rutgers 
University and is a retiree of Independence Blue Cross in 
Philadelphia. 

Stuart lives in Elkins Park with his wife Sarah and their three 
daughters, Sophie (13), Ashley (10) and Hailey (7).  Sophie 
attends Jack M. Barrack Hebrew Academy and recently 
became Bat Mitzvah at Beth Sholom. Ashley and Hailey 
both attend Perelman Jewish Day School.  Stuart and Sarah 
met while they both attended Washington University in St. 
Louis.  After working for a Japanese bank in New York, 
Stuart completed his MBA at Columbia University and 
embarked on a commercial real estate career.

Beverly and Stuart became co-managers of the Beth Sholom 
Mitzvah Food Pantry in June 2015. They are always looking 
for interested and dedicated volunteers to help ensure that 
the Pantry provides friendly, efficient and respectful service 
to the Pantry clients. 

Winter began a few weeks ago and 
it’s already way too cold. Remem-
ber that it’s always warm at Beth 
Sholom. Think about how much 
warmer you would feel after volun-
teering to help someone have enough food for the week! 
Consider helping the Pantry with time or donations this 
winter, and please be sure to introduce yourself to our 
Pantry co-managers. Have a wonderful and safe New Year 
and winter!

Look for the latest congregation 
news and events on our website:

bethsholomcongregation.org



Experiential Education 
and Family Learning

Ana Apter
As we combat the darkness of December with the 
Hanukkah candles, I think of other ways that we bring 
light to this darkest time of the year.

In our school programs - JQuest B’Yachad for PreK-6th 
grade and the Jewish Teen Collaborative for 7th-10th grade 
students are coming together to study, engage with, and enrich their Judaism.  
The energy that is felt in both programs brings light even in the darkest months.

Starting this month, JQuest B’Yachad moves to Keneseth Israel for the second 
trimester of the year.  Students have completed their first “Quest,” and are 
moving on to the next area of study.  Quest learning in JQuest B’Yachad looks 
so different than other classrooms.  Using project-based learning, students are 
working together to direct what is happening in the classroom.  During the first 
Quest, I watched first-graders decide which middot (values) were most important 
to teach preschoolers, and then work together to illustrate a book of these values 
to read to the younger students.  Fifth graders explored the immigrant experience 
by learning about their own family history.  They interviewed a family member 
and turned the story they heard into a presentation to share with all.  Each grade 
had a different topic and a different approach, but all were engaged in learning 
about Judaism.

In addition to the Quest time, students in JQuest B’Yachad spend their mornings 
davening in t’fillot, following commands spoken in Hebrew (Hebrew through 
Movement), and singing in Shira.  These rotations enhance and reinforce learning 
done in the classroom.  Our students are engaged with the Hebrew language 
daily—the product of which they will take with them throughout their Jewish 
lives.

On Tuesdays, students focus on prayers as they discover meaning through chugim 
(electives) that allow kids to connect to text via activities such as cooking, yoga 
and art.  Smiles abound in all the learning spaces on Sundays and Tuesdays.

The Jewish Teen Collaborative, or JTC, also meets on Sundays and Tuesdays.  
Electives, grounded in text, give teens the opportunity to have a say in how they 
continue their Jewish learning.  On Sundays, many classes make it out into the 
community—putting into action what they are learning.  Classes are studying 
Shmirat HaGuf (taking care of the body), wrestling with issues in Great Debates, 
writing Torah fan fiction, and more.  Additionally, teens have started leading each 
other in a t’fillot experience on Sunday mornings—a chance for them to help their 
peers focus on meaningful moments with our prayers.

Finally, here at Beth Sholom, we are excited for the next two Shabbat Experiences 
on January 16th and February 20th.  Our focus this year on Mitzvot has already 
started to help us think about how we can lead more meaningful lives.  If you 
haven’t already, I encourage you to check out and participate in our Facebook 
dialogue around mitzvot, by posting a picture of a mitzvah to the Beth Sholom 
Facebook page using the hashtag #MeaningfulLife.  By performing and noticing 
mitzvot, we can each bring a glimmer of light into our lives - even in the literal 
or figurative darkest times.

Afternoon at the Movies
All are welcome

Free for GYBS members
$2 for non-members

During World War II, twelve year old 
Alex, his father Stefan, their Uncle 
Boruch and Alex’s pet mouse, Snow, 
live in Warsaw in the Jewish ghetto. 
Alex’s family is one of the last in the 
ghetto when the Nazis come to take all 
remaining Jews away, but Alex man-
ages to escape. He is supposed to hide 
in the ghetto, with Stefan vowing that 
he will come back for him. After he 
meets two other hiding Jews, Alex is 
shown a secret tunnel leading out of 
the ghetto. Alex has to make the deci-
sion to go to the safer unfenced zone, 
where the likelihood of ever seeing 
Stefan again is slim, or to stay in the 
ghetto hoping to reunite with Stefan, 
but with the understanding that the 
Nazis will eventually demolish the 
ghetto.

1:30 – 3:30 pm
Monday, December 14, 2015

Not a member of GYBS? 
As a member you will enjoy a discount 
on each program.
I would like to become a member 
of GYBS (membership levels are per 
person):
______ Patron $500
______ Sponsor $250
______ Benefactor $100
______ Supporter $50
______ Member $40
Make checks payable to Golden Years 
at Beth Sholom and mail to:
Beth Sholom Congregation
8231 Old York Road
Elkins Park, PA  19027
Attn: GYBS

Questions? Contact Julie Glass at 
215.887.3625 ext. 216 or 
jglass@bethsholomcongregation.org



About nine years ago, I received a letter that said, 
“Your star has expired.” As the new interim director 
of the Preschool, I was determined to do whatever I 
could to make Beth Sholom’s Preschool the best early 
childhood school possible; and I was curious - what 
was a Star? I soon learned that Keystone Stars was 
a voluntary program committed to high quality early 
childhood education. It is a rigorous program with 
requirements that increase as a school moves from one star to the highest level, 
four stars. Schools are re-assessed annually in order to maintain their star level. 

As I learned more about Keystone Stars, I thought that we would never attempt to 
reach Star 4. I wasn’t sure it was attainable. Among the many required criteria, all 
staff must have a certain level of education and each year take twenty-four hours 
of professional development. This is in addition to maintaining detailed lesson 
plans, child assessments and maintaining a very healthy and safe environment. 
The requirements are in four areas: 1. Staff Education, 2. Learning Environment, 
3. Leadership Management, and 4. Family and Community Partnership. It is a 
testament to our excellent Staff that we did indeed become a Star 4 Preschool 
about two years ago. We were thrilled in October when our program was suc-
cessfully re-evaluated, and again we met all Star 4 standards. Parents can feel 
confident that their children’s school is recognized as a high quality program.

We strongly believe in the value of the involvement of our families 
with our school. Within the first two months of the school year, we 
invited our families to participate in eight varied wonderful events. 
Two events were very special and first time experiences for us. We 
partnered with Jewish Learning Venture’s JKidPhilly to host a Lyle, 
Lyle Crocodile Puppet Show Dinner Theater. This was followed three 
days later with a family bus trip to the National Museum of American 
Jewish History to see the Lyle, Lyle Crocodile exhibit. It was very 
special to ride a yellow school bus with our parents and friends. For 
most of the Preschoolers, this was the first time on a school bus. Our 
teachers reinforced these experiences in their literature-rich classrooms.

It is a very exciting time for Early Learning at Beth Sholom. In addition 
to always maintaining our highest standards, we provide a very rich 
program for our children. Children are busy everyday with “specials” 
such as Music, Gym or Mandarin. This is the second year of our special 
Initiative. In addition to all that we have to offer, Jewish families that 
are new to Beth Sholom are eligible to receive a 40% discount, up to 
$4,000.00 every year for four years. 

We love our children and are so happy that our parents have chosen 
to share them with us!

Early Learning
Eileen Weingram

The Beth Sholom Preservation 
Foundation is excited to be a part 
of the audio tour at Beit Hatfusot- 
Museum of the Diaspora in Tel Aviv! 
Now, when visitors stop to admire the 
model of the synagogue they will be 
able to listen to an audio explanation 
as well.
Visitors from all over the United 
States, as well as around the world, 
have been welcomed here. The 
addition of the elevator has been 
incredible for the Visitor Center, 
making the sanctuary fully accessible 
for everyone who wants to come 
and tour beautiful Beth Sholom. For 
groups who request it, we offer 
delicious catering in the Finkel-
Sterling Lounge; the feedback from the 
groups who have eaten here has been 
very positive!
Come visit us!



Sisterhood
Patti First

The focus of the Hanukkah story is on 
the miracle of how a small amount of 
pure oil – just enough for one day – 
burned for eight days. The Greeks in 
our Hanukkah story were not trying 
to kill all the Jews, as was Haman in 

the Purim story; rather, they wanted to stamp out the Jews’ 
beliefs and faith in God by eliminating their study and 
observances of God’s commandments.  The Greeks wanted 
the Jews to assimilate.  

This resistance to being stamped “Greek” at the cost of 
traditional Judaism is the reason why it was so important 
to find “pure,” untouched oil. With a small quantity of pure 
oil left, the Jews could begin lighting the menorah and from 
this, the light would grow. The spiritual strength needed 
by the Jews was sure to be achieved by faith in God. The 
uncompromising faith of the tiny band of Maccabees, which 
was then miraculously rewarded by God, represented one 
of the parables of Judaism that has come down through the 
generations to guide us today. This is the message for all 
of us as we watch the Hanukkah flames increase in number 
and intensity night after night.

We, the women of Sisterhood, hope that the message 
of Hanukkah and the spiritual strength derived from it 
brightens all our lives.

Our opening Membership Dinner on October 21 featured a 
fashion show where Sisterhood members modeled Chico’s 
clothes.  Everyone enjoyed themselves at this splendid 
event.  Then on Friday night, November 6, Sisterhood and 
Men’s Club honored the U.S. Veterans in our congregation. 
We paid tribute to our brave men and women with patriotic 
songs.

Each year Sisterhood supports the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. On November 18, Marilyn Rubin was our Torah 
Fund honoree. Funds for JTS were raised in honor of 
Marilyn’s good work and dedication to Beth Sholom.

Coming up on December 16 we are planning a breakfast 
meeting featuring Professor Emeritus Moylan Mills. At 
10:00 a.m.  Dr. Mills will discuss the latest movies up for 
Oscars. He’ll talk about winners, losers, and some surprises. 
We’ll celebrate Hanukkah as we eat delicious latkes!

On January 20 at 10:00 a.m. stay warm with your Sisterhood 
friends at our favorite Movie, Munch, and Lunch event!   

Remember to visit the Sisterhood Gift Shop for a wonderful 
selection of Hanukkah gifts and an amazing selection of 
wines. Giant Supermarket Gift Cards are always available 
in the Gift Shop.

   



Men’s Club
David Sternberg 

Men’s Club has planned numerous events 
as 2015 ends and 2016 begins. We 
sponsor a variety of programs which offer 
opportunities for all Beth Sholom Men’s 
Club members (which includes all men) 
to learn, socialize, eat and drink, and 
perform acts of kindness and charity that 
ultimately benefit the community. Did I 
mention eating and drinking? We hope 
you will join us to experience first-hand 
the wonderful sense of well-being and 
accomplishment you will feel simply by 
being a part of a giving community. I 
guarantee you will have an opportunity 
to forge lasting friendships and benefit 
from knowing you helped perpetuate the 
greater good of our synagogue and the 
entire Jewish community, many times 
while having fun.

Everyone who attended our inaugural 
Eagle’s Tailgate party on August 16th had a 
fantastic time watching the Eagles actually 
win a game (pre-season) and beat the 
Colts. Free hot dogs, hamburgers, snacks 
and beer were served. The game was 
displayed on the brand new multimedia 
audio visual screen in the Bornstein 
Auditorium. The Men’s Club promoted 
our football fundraising pools which have 
paid out hundreds of dollars to many 
different weekly winners in the high/lo 
pool, while the survivor pool ended after 
only four weeks. 

The Men’s Club was proud to pay 
for the required repairs and restoration 
to the Reader’s Table and Ark in the 
Bornstein Auditorium. We hope you 
enjoyed their newly strengthened, stained, 
and refurbished appearance during the 
High Holidays.

The weather could not have been better 
for the fourth annual Middle Atlantic 
Region Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs 
“Tour de Shuls” bike ride which occurred 
on September 20th. Over 200 riders from 
different Delaware Valley synagogues 
participated in the various rides raising 
money for Camp Ramah. Many Beth 
Sholom Men’s Club members and their 
families provided necessary help, and 
were instrumental in planning the ride and 
rode. Others volunteered, directing traffic 
along the route and served drinks, fruit 
and energy bars to the riders at rest stops.

 

(Jon Tabas at the rest stop)

On October 1st , a capacity crowd of 
over 90 men (and a few women) filled 
the Bornstein Auditorium and enjoyed 
a grilled kosher steak dinner prepared 
by Gary Goldberg and his family at the 
“Steak, Spirits, and Sports in the Sukkah” 
night. In addition to the delicious meal 
and dessert, everyone enjoyed a wide 
selection of spirits and beer. Noah Coslov, 
son of Sonny and Sara (former Beth 
Sholom president) and son in law of 

Art (Beth Sholom 
president) and Leslie 
Frankel, was the guest 
speaker. He entertained 
everyone with stories 
about his career in sports 
broadcasting. 

Yasher Koach to our master Sukkah 
builders Steve Perlman and Jonathan 
Tabas and their crew who built the 
Congregational Sukkah. Special thanks to 
Patti First and the Sisterhood for the 
beautiful decorations. Jon and his workers 
surpassed last year’s total by building 
fifteen Sukkahs this year, helping support 
the Men’s Club.   

     

In observance of Veteran’s Day, the Men’s 
Club and Sisterhood honored all war 
veterans at a special Friday night service 
on November 6, 2015 that gave us an 
opportunity to thank and recognize the 
Veteran’s for their service. 

On November 10th, the Men’s Club 
proudly sponsored a panel discussion, 
Holocaust Art Restitution, about the 
wrongful withholding of art works 
belonging to Jewish families in Bavaria. 
Congressman Brendan Boyle and three 
other notable speakers made presentations 
and answered questions. This was an 
entertaining and informative evening.

On December 6, we are planning and 
sponsoring an afternoon of Hanukkah 
Bowling on the first night of Hanukkah. 
School families and the Beth Sholom 
community are invited to bowl and 
celebrate with sufganiyot. It will be fun for 
the whole family.

This year, the annual Men’s Club “Non-
Event” is scheduled for early December. 
Our planning committee is busy searching 
for the perfect venue, contacting 

entertainment 
and finalizing 
delicious menu 
options. Please 
watch your 
mailbox for 
specific details 
explaining how you can participate and 
support the Non-Event to insure it will 
exceed last year’s success.

The Men’s Club is very proud to announce 
that Gary Goldberg will receive the Man 
of the Year award at this year’s Middle 
Atlantic Region of the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs “Man of the Year” Dinner 
on Sunday evening December 20th at 
Temple Sinai in Dresher at 4:30 pm. For 
reservations, see the article in this issue.

The annual World Wide Wrap will take 
place at Beth Sholom on Sunday, February 
7th at 9:00 am with our Adath Jeshurun 
brothers. Please join participants from 
around the world and perform the mitzvah 
of Tefillin. If you need a little refresher, 
there will be men at the “Wrap” to assist 
you.

Planning is underway for the annual 
Men’s Club Shabbat. Look for future 
announcements.

To guarantee you stay informed of all our 
events and programs, we primarily rely 
upon social media and emails. Please 
join or “like” our Facebook page – Beth 
Sholom Mens Club - and confirm we have 
your correct email address or you can 
send me email at 
mensclub@bethsholomcongregation.org to 
make certain you are on our email list. You 
may also contact me with any questions or 
ideas you have.

Happy Hanukkah from the Beth Sholom 
Men’s Club! I look forward to meeting and 
seeing you soon.



Beth Sholom Men’s Club is delighted that Gary Goldberg 
will receive this year’s Middle Atlantic Region Federation 
of Jewish Men’s Clubs “Man of the Year” award during the 
December 20, 2015 dinner at Temple Sinai in Dresher, PA. 

Gary was selected to be recognized for many years of ser-
vice and dedication as an outstanding steward not only 
for Beth Sholom but several other area synagogues where 
he and his family belonged. Gary and his family quickly 
became valuable and appreciated assets to Beth Sholom as 
a result of the merger with Temple Sholom. At Temple 
Sholom and Adath Zion Congregations, Gary, his wife of 
38 years, Ata, and their children – daughters, Heather and 
Sabrina, and son Seth – all would prepare meals and cook in 
the synagogue kitchens. They enjoyed planning and prepar-
ing congregational dinners and catering Bat and Bar Mitz-
vahs for families who could not afford expensive caterers. 
At Beth Sholom, they continued that tradition providing 
amazing meals for the Men’s Club as their way of giving 
back to the community. 

Born and raised in Mt. Airy, Gary lived with his three 
younger brothers until his family moved when he was 10 
years old. He graduated from William Tennent High School 
and a few years later decided to move to Miami to live near 
his grandparents. Gary attended the University of Miami 
where he studied Electrical Engineering. He eventually met 
his beloved wife at the Marco Polo Hotel in North Miami 
Beach, at an event sponsored by Temple Emanuel of Miami 
Beach. 

They married shortly thereafter and lived in the Philadel-
phia area for a few years before moving back to Florida 
to allow Gary to complete his degree. They returned to 
Philadelphia because of increased job opportunities. 

Beth Sholom Men’s Club Member, 
Gary Goldberg, 

will be honored as the 
Middle Atlantic Region Federation of Men’s Clubs 

“Man of the Year”
Sunday, December 20, 2015 at 4:30 pm

at Temple Sinai in Dresher

Ata considers herself to be the luckiest woman in the world.  
To her, Gary is the most giving person and doesn’t know 
the word no, especially to his family and friends. Gary is the 
proud Zayde to three beautiful grandchildren.

Please join us at the dinner and wish Mazel Tov to Gary and 
his family on this well-deserved honor.

For additional information, to make reservations or 
place an advertisement contact David Sternberg at 
mensclub@bethsholomcongregation.org.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION

FEDERATION OF JEWISH MEN’S CLUBS

18TH ANNUAL MAN OF THE YEAR DINNER

HONORING GARY GOLDBERG

Sunday, December 20, 2015

Temple Sinai

1401 Limekiln Pike

Dresher, PA 19025

Reservation Deadline, including payment in full Novem-
ber 20, 2015. Full Cocktail Reception with Hot and Cold 
Hors d’Oeuvres and a three course dinner catered by 
Food Designs Caterers. Choice of entree (must be speci-
fied in your order):

Chicken Marsala, Grilled Salmon Teriyaki, Portobello 
Mushroom Napoleon, Couvert: $70.00/person 

Name of Guest(s):__________________________________

Phone and/or email contact information: 

_____________________________________________________

Entree Choice(s):  (    ) Chicken     (    ) Fish     

(    ) Vegetarian (please fill in number)

Amount Enclosed   $___________

Send all reservations and checks payable to “Beth 
Sholom Men’s Club” to:  David Sternberg c/o Beth 
Sholom Congregation Men’s Club, 8231 Old York Road, 
Elkins Park, PA 19027.



“The degree to which one is sensitive to other people’s suffering… 
is the index of one’s own humanity”

 – Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

As Jews, we all share the responsibility of “tikkun olam,” 
repairing our world. We can begin with small steps toward 
helping those in our own community. These small steps 
can make a real difference in peoples’ lives. There are 
congregants at Beth Sholom who perform many acts of 
kindness and already give generously of their time doing 
charitable work on a regular basis. One such special 
person is Marlene Snyder, who independently began her 
KARE4KIDS Project in 2000 when she heard about the “need 
for ‘security’ blankets for children in the Tri County area.” 
She brought her wonderful mitzvah work to our attention 
in 2009, and Mitzvot B’Yahad began to sponsor the project 
each year on Martin Luther King Day. What a wonderful 
“homegrown” way for our shul to participate in this national 
day of service! 

According to Marlene: “These children suffer from trauma 
in their lives due to illness, violence, or other issues. 
Throughout Philadelphia, Bucks and Montgomery Counties 
the need for these blankets is so great that I began holding 
“Make a Difference Days” with students, religious groups, 
scouts and many other organizations. During these events, 
as many as 100 blankets are made out of fleece and wrapped 
in a lovely little package to be given to these children 
aged one month through 21 years. The recipients of these 
blankets are in homeless shelters, hospitals, safe shelters 
for abused women with children, transitional housing 

for homeless moms with children, residential homes for 
abused and neglected children, and residential schools for 
children with serious emotional and behavior related issues. 
Some of these facilities include: Abington Hospital, Albert 
Einstein Hospital, Christ Home, Covenant House, Lakeside 
Academy, Laurel House, Libertae, Maternity Care Coalition, 
Project Rainbow, Bucks County Emergency Shelter, Silver 
Springs Martin Luther School, Trevor’s Place, Women’s 
Place, and St. Mary’s Hospital.

These blankets provide warmth, but mostly security and 
love and let the child know that someone cares about 
them. Each blanket is tagged with the name of the blanket 
maker and a little saying or picture. When the blankets 
are delivered to the facility, the paperwork I submit to the 
Director includes my name and address so that the children 
can send thank you notes which I include in my scrapbook. 
When I run a ‘Blanket Day,’ many times I read these notes 
as inspiration to those making the blankets so that they can 
enjoy hearing how much their blankets make a difference in 
a child’s life.”

Mark your calendars- “Make a Difference Day” is 
Monday, January 18, 10am to 1pm.  Even the youngest 
children can participate by creating colorful, cheerful cards 
and decorating small bags of donated toiletries. This is 
exactly the kind of project, initiated solely by a generous 
and compassionate congregant within our own shul, which 
our committee is so proud to help put into action at Beth 
Sholom. Please come… and bring your friends and family, 
too!



Beth Sholom Family News
Births

Lorna Adelman on the birth of her great grand-
son, Ilan Museyri

Lynn & Marc Album on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Hannah Morgan Album

Arlene & Stephan Bieber on the birth of their 
grandson, Milo Hunter Anolik

Sue & Ron Gordon on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Chloe Blake Lerner

Sue and Zack Kassutto on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Shira Michal Kassutto

Connie Clarke & Stephen Kohn on the birth of 
their grandson, Wolf Montgomery Clarke

Linda & Rob Levin on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Reagan Aubrey Wolcott

Sora Landes and Rena & Elliot Rank on the 
birth of her great grandson, and their grandson, 
Aaron Justin Rank

Lynn & Larry Oxenberg on the birth of their 
grandson, Jack Reider Oxenberg

Sheila Richman on the birth of her grandson, 
Elias Wolf Levin

Selma & Martin Roffman on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Emily (Emunah) Miri Roffman

Phyllis & Irwin Sklar on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Peyton Rachel Sklar

Phyllis Sork on the birth of her great grandson, 
and Robin & Steve Katz and Gregg & Sandy 
Epstein on the birth of their grandson, Theo 
Nathan Katz

Arlene & Barry Weissman on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Aziza Chaya Weissman

Janet & Eric Wischnia on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Ariella Kinneret Rosenthal

Betsy & Sheldon Wolf on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Ayla Pearl Wolf

Engagements
Lorna Adelman on the engagement of her 
grandson, Joshua Schachter to Rachael Sakoff

Pam Gelman, Randi & Bruce Gelman and Ethel 
Hamburger on the engagement of their daugh-
ter and granddaughter, Arielle to Justin Cohen

Ellyn & Seth Lehr on the engagement of their 
daughter, Audrey to Kamil Salame

Susan & Elliot Miller and Maurice Berry on the 
engagement of their son and grandson, Max 
Miller, to Randi Levitt

Fern & Neil Mittin on the engagement of their 
daughter, Jamie Mittin to Adam Liebman

Gail & David Sternberg on the engagement of 
their son, Elan Sternberg, to Meredith Meister

Linda & Jonathan Tabas and Muriel Tabas 
Ecker, on the engagement of their daughter 
and granddaughter, Lauren Rachel Tabas, to 
Brendan Booth

Marriages
Karen & Stewart Avart on the marriage of their 
son, Joshua to Diana Cwerenz

Joan & Richard Heller on the marriage of their 
son, Jesse to Caroline Indge

Madeleine & Stephen Kaufman on the marriage 
of their daughter, Kimberly Rachel Kaufman to 
Jake Muskat

Holly & Bob Lankin on the marriage of their 
daughter, Rebecca Lankin to Mitch Harris

Ruth and Andrew Shaw on the marriage of their 
daughter, Alana, to Alex Byrd

Renee & Rob Van Naarden on the marriage of 
their son, Jacob to Courtney Ryder

Gayle & Warren Vogel on the marriage of their 
son, Michael to Fernanda Loya

Mazal Tov!
Leonard Abrams on being honored with a Presi-
dential Citation by Myles Simpson, President of 
the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs

Beth Sholom Men’s Club on receiving the Qual-
ity Club Award from the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs for the third consecutive year

Wendy & Larry Cohen, on their son, Jared 
Cohen. becoming the new owner of the West 
Ave Grille Too in Dresher

Early Learning at Beth Sholom on successfully 
being redesignated as a KEYSTONE STAR 4 
preschool

Rose Feith and Deborah Feith Tye on the 
naming of Rose’s great granddaughter and Deb-
orah’s granddaughter, Hannah Tye Goldstein

Ata & Gary Goldberg on the naming of their 
granddaughter, Skylar Fae Hagen

Ruth & Ray Lefton on the naming of their 
granddaughter, Lillian Rae Brommer

Jackie & Harry Leibson on the graduation of 
their granddaughter, Alexandra Daniella Paper-
master, from Winston Churchill High School, 
her acceptance to Northeastern University, and 
continuing her studies in England studying 
business and global experience this summer

Elliot Miller on being appointed to the Board 
of Directors of the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs

Marilyn & Bob Rubin and Carol & Marvin 
Rosenbaum on the Bar Mitzvah of their grand-
son, Evan Rubin

Mike Sloane on his 99th birthday

Miriam & Jamshid Tehrani on the naming of 
their granddaughter, Eliana Sarai Levy

Ellen & Cantor David Tilman on the Aufruf 
of their son, Rabbi Howard Jonah Tilman, to 
Naomi Karp

Michael Weingram on receiving the Ma’asim 
Tovim award at the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs Convention in Miami Beach

Irma and Eli Yehuda, on the graduation of their 
daughter, Margi Yehuda, from Nova Southeast-
ern University with a Master’s degree in Speech 
and Language Pathology

Get Well Wishes
Leonard Belfer
Ginger Block
Jerry Block
Irene Cluck

Henry Harad
Irwin Sklar

Warren Vogel

In Recent Memoriam
Harold Cohen, (z”l)
father of Larry Cohen

William Feiner, (z”l)
brother of Paul Feiner

Marilyn Gitterman, (z”l)
wife of Jack Gitterman

Getrude Gordon, (z”l)
mother of Ron Gordon

Lenor Gutnick (z”l)

Selma Hoffman, (z”l)
mother of Patti First

Leonard Lurie, (z”l)
father of Arnold Lurie

Ruth Levi, (z”l)
mother of Toni Goldrich

Rhea Rhode, (z”l)

Daniel Roberts (z”l)
father of Linda Tabas

Ethel M. Flowers Roberts, (z”l)
mother of Devorah Roberts

Samuel Rutkowsky, (z”l)
father of Karine Golden

Barbara Samans, (z”l)
daughter of Harold & Anita Barsky

Lionel Schlank, (z”l)
husband of Judy Schlank

Adele Sobel, (z”l)
mother of Craig Sobel

IIona “Helen” Weiss, (z”l)
mother of H. Peter Weiss

Harold Yaffe, (z”l)
father of Arlene Weissman



December 12, 2015
Oliver Otto
Son of Andrea and Josh Otto
Oliver is a seventh grade student at 
Abington Junior High School where his 
favorite subjects are Social Studies, Eng-
lish and Spanish. He is an officer in the 
History Club, a  member of TADA (Teens 
against Drugs and Alcohol) and a writer 
for the school newspaper. He has been involved in Odyssey 
of the Mind since third grade, and went to the World Final 
Competition two years in a row. He loves to play basketball 
and lacrosse. During the year, Oliver attends the Jewish 
Teen Collaborative, and he enjoys volunteering at JRA. 
Oliver has a sister, Amelia and a brother, Nate. His grand-
parents are Alice and Herb Sachs and Sally and Jerome (z”l) 
Otto.

December 13, 2015  
Alyssa Simone Chelder
Daughter of Michele and 
Howard Chelder
Alyssa is a 7th grade student at Barrack 
Hebrew Academy and graduate of the 
Perelman Jewish Day School, Forman 
Center. Her favorite subjects are Drama, 
Jewish Studies, and English / Creative 
Writing. She has been on the Abington 
Crestmont Clippers swim team for many 
years and also is a Girl Scout, now at the “Cadet” rank.  
Alyssa has volunteered since she was four as a Shabbat 
helper at The Abramson Center for Jewish Life, and has 
spent many Sundays delivering food with her family for 
JRA. At the age of nine, Alyssa independently decided to 
collect donations for Shriners Hospital instead of receiving 
birthday gifts. This, along with a hot chocolate sale she 
organized with the Forman Center teachers raised over $500 
for the hospital. She and her sister Isabella (Bella) donated 
their hair to Wigs For Kids for Bella’s 9th birthday. She 
has diverse taste in music, movies, and loves reading and 
video games. Her proud Bubbie and Zayde are Fran and 
Larry Chelder. Her great grandparents are Ida (z”l) and 
Anthony  (z”l) Carter, and her great-grandmother is “GG 
Sonia Kranzel”  (z”l).

Mazal Tov to Our Bar & Bat Mitzvahs!
December 19, 2015
Samuel Alec Levin 
Son of Sara and Steven Levin
Samuel is a student at the Center School 
in Abington, and a graduate of the Perel-
man Jewish Day School. His favorite sub-
jects are Math and History and he plays 
baseball for East Abington and for Center 
School. Sam likes sports, video games, 
reading and skateboarding. He attends the Gratz 
College High School program during the school 
year and in the summer Sam attends computer and 
baseball camp. He has one brother, Benjamin, and 
one sister, Jenna. His grandparents are Anne (z”l) 
and Jerome Zaslow and Doris and Howard (z”l) 
Levin.



Donations

Beth Sholom Congregation thanks you for supporting the operating budget 
through your donations in appreciation, honor and memory.
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