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and new visual identity of 
Early Learning at Beth Sholom 
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Thank you to everyone for 
the wonderful anniversary 
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Together” Tribute Album.
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SELIHOT
Saturday, September 20
Children’s Selihot Service - 6:15 PM
Minhah/Ma’ariv - 7:00 PM
Musical Program and Reception - 8:00 PM
Selihot Service - 9:15 PM

ROSH HASHANAH
Wednesday September 24
Services - 6:00 PM
   Candle lighting 6:38 PM

Thursday, September 25 – Day 1
Services - 9:00 AM
Tashlikh & Minhah/Ma’ariv-Family/Teen
   at Wall Park - 5:30 PM

Friday, September 26 – Day 2
Services - 9:00 AM Family/Teen

SHABBAT SHUVAH
Friday, September 26   8:00 PM only
Saturday, September 27   9:15 AM

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday, September 28
10:30 AM Beth Sholom
 
KOL NIDREI
Friday, October 3
Services - 6:15 PM (sharp)
   Candle lighting 6:23 PM

YOM KIPPUR
Saturday, October 4
Morning Service - 9:30 AM 
Yizkor Service - 12:00 PM
Torah Study Session - 3:45 PM
Family Tot Service - 3:45 PM
Minhah Service - 4:45 PM*
N’ilah - 6:15 PM*
Fast ends at 7:20 PM

 

SUKKOT 
Wednesday, October 8
Evening Sukkot Service - 6:00 PM     
Candle lighting before 6:15 PM
Thursday, October 9 - First Day Sukkot
Early Service - 7:00 AM
Main Service - 9:15 AM
Minhah/Ma’ariv - 6:00 PM - 
    Candle lighting before 7:15 PM
  
Friday, October 10 - Second Day Sukkot
Early Service - 7:00 AM
Main Service - 9:15 AM
Congregational Sukkah Walk after services -
12:00 PM
Evening Service - 6:00 PM - 
   Candle lighting 6:12 PM
 (No 8:00 PM service)

Saturday, October 11-Hol Hamoed Sukkot  I  
Morning Service - 9:15 AM
Minhah/Ma’ariv – 6:30 PM
  
HOSHANAH RABBAH
Wednesday, October 15
Early Service - 6:45 AM

SHEMINI ATZERET
Wednesday, October 15 (Erev)
Yom Tov - 6:00 PM - Candle lighting 6:04 PM

SHEMINI ATZERET-YIZKOR
Thursday, October 16
Early Service - 7:00 AM 
Main Service - 9:15 AM

SIMHAT TORAH
Thursday, October 16
Erev Simhat Torah Dinner - 6:00 PM 
Evening Service - 7:00 PM
Simhat Torah Celebration with RAK-DAN 
Israeli Dancing
   Candle lighting 6:03 PM

Friday, October 17
Early Service - 7:00 AM
Main Service - 9:15 AM
Kabbalat Shabbat 8:00 PM Only
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The upcoming Days of Awe do not 
come simply to remind us of the 
passing of time.  If I had to reduce 
the essential meaning of the upcom-
ing Yamim Noraim to just one word, 
I would choose the word  
responsibility.  The rituals of these 
days—the prayers, the sounding of 
the shofar, the fasting, the confes-
sion—all of what we come together to do as a Jewish com-
munity is based on the belief that we are responsible for our 
actions, accountable for our deeds, and judged for the things 
that we do or fail to do.  If we do not believe that we are re-
sponsible for our conduct, that we are held accountable for 
our deeds or misdeeds, then Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
can have no real meaning for us.

Judaism’s emphasis on responsibility is not limited to our in-
dividual actions.  We live not only as individuals, but as part 
of a family and a community.  And therefore, our responsibil-
ity extends beyond the scope of our own limited horizons, 
but to our fellow Jews throughout the world, and ultimately, 
to all humanity. We have lived through a summer of horrific 
terror and inhumanity; from the terror and barbarism of ISIS; 
to the savage attacks of Boko Haram in Nigeria.

I begin with reflections on responsibility because as I write 
these words, Israel is entering the third week of Operation 
Protective Edge in Gaza. Many members of this congrega-
tion have children who spent the summer in Israel spending 
time in bomb shelters rather than visiting holy sites; many 
members of this congregation have children who are fight-
ing in the Israel Defense Forces. It is in this climate that we 
Jews of the Diaspora must remind ourselves of our collective 
responsibility to our brothers and sisters in Israel who are 
placing their lives on the line to defend the Jewish state.  We 
must guard against the collective sin of indifference—first 
and foremost in Israel—and then to all human suffering.

A teaching from the Talmud in Mesechet Ta’anit teaches us 
about the dangers of indifference: “When the community is 
in trouble, let not a person say: ‘I will go to my house and I 
will eat and drink and all will be well with me.’  For of him 
who does so, Scripture says (Isa. 22:13): ‘And behold joy 
and gladness, slaying oxen and killing sheep, eating flesh 
and drinking wine - let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we 
shall die.”

Beth Sholom Congregation 
8231 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, PA 19027-1595 
Phone: 215-887-1342 
Fax: 215-887-6605

In Sholom
Rabbi David Glanzberg-Krainin
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“What follows after this [verse]?  “And the Lord of 
Hosts revealed Himself in mine ears; surely this iniquity 
shall not be expiated by you till ye die (Isa. 56:12).”

What is the meaning of this passage?  The teaching sug-
gests that the most natural response that human beings 
have about the suffering of those who are distant is to 
go home to eat and drink.  Such actions reflect our basic 
human instinct for survival.  We know that there is a 
war in Israel, we know that it will not reach the shores 
of this country via a long-range missile or a terrorist 
attack—God forbid—and all we want is to continue to 
live.  This phenomenon is familiar to all of us.

The Midrash calls this the conduct of the person who 
responds in this way a bein’oni—one who chooses “the 
middle of the road.”  Yet the punishment for such indif-
ference is the most severe imaginable-- “till ye die.”  
The refusal to participate in the sorrow of our brothers 
and sisters is seen as an unforgivable transgression.   
The harsh punishment is testimony to Jewish tradition’s 
deep belief in mutual responsibility and solidarity. To be 
a Jew is to share in the collective responsibility of sup-
porting with concrete actions our brothers and sisters in 
Israel—and to share in the suffering of all humanity. We 
are well aware that we cannot equate the sacrifice made 
by Israelis with our own.  It is simply to affirm that we 
dare not spend this period in preparation for the Days of 
Awe with a “business-as-usual” mindset.

Let us pledge to make this New Year one in which we 
will not be content with being a bein’oni by hovering 
with a false sense of security and indifference.  Let us 
remind ourselves that these holy days urge us to take 
both personal and collective responsibility for our fel-
low Jews. May the efforts of our brothers and sisters in 
Israel, and may our own efforts, bring us a New Year 
with a strong and secure State of Israel in a world at 
much greater peace.

The Campaign 
for Beth Sholom 
Congregation – 

An Update Part 4

Much has happened since my last update. Our contractors have 
been quite busy. The rear stairwell in the synagogue building 
and pipe organ have been removed to make way for the 
elevator. The demolition was an audacious task. Frank Lloyd 
Wright did not design this building for ease of modification. 
If anything, he designed the building with a foundation to last 
through the ages. 

By the last week of August the elevator apparatus is expected 
to be delivered. Barring any unforeseen difficulties the elevator 
will be completed by the end of September. Will it be ready 
for the holidays? Obviously that is our goal, but one without 
absolute assurance at this moment. Whatever the outcome, it is 
clear that we will have met the challenge laid down by Rabbi 
Glanzberg-Krainin during High Holiday services two-years ago 
to make the synagogue accessible to all who want to come to 
worship in our beautiful sanctuary.

Beth Sholom has a strong foundation is many ways. Much of 
that strength is a result of the gifts received by our congregation 
that have helped insure the accessibility improvements 
underway and the creation of the new Early Learning Center 
that encompasses our Infant Center, Daycare, the Goldman 
Preschool and our Montessori Program. The Center boasts a 
Keystone 4-Star Rating (the highest available), a dual track 
in preschool that offers both Traditional and Montessori 
alternatives and enhanced language instruction that includes 
both Hebrew and Mandarin. Additionally, I am pleased to report 
that we have received a gift that provides a major enhancement 
to our Scholar-in-Residence Program.

Plans for the coming two years include replacing the roof 
on the Religious School Building, replacing heating and air 
conditioning for the Fischman Auditorium and giving that 
auditorium a much needed facelift. These are ambitious plans 
that need the continued support of the congregation to succeed.  

These improvements are a testament to our continued faith 
in Beth Sholom and its future. They can only be planned and 
completed with your support and are an active example of the 
Our Future in Action. The scope of our campaign is changing 
our Shul for the better on a day-by-day basis. What we do 
together today, both large and small will leave footprints far 
beyond our time. 

I want to encourage those of you ready to make gifts to call 
me. Know that I am always available through the synagogue 
office at (215) 887-1342, ext 109 or by e-mail at Fwolfson@
BethSholomCongregation.org. If you need an immediate 
response, ask for Brooke Keyser, our Director of Marketing and 
Communications. L’shanah Tova and best wishes for a healthy 
and happy 5775.

Fred Wolfson
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Save the dates: 

November 14, 2014 

January 30, 2015 

May 29, 2015  
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The Shabbat Experience 
Topic This Year: The Process 
of Becoming a Better Person

You know the joke. How many 
therapists does it take to change 
a light bulb? One, but it has to 
want to change itself. The same 
seems true for our own lives. 
The first step in improving who 
we are as human beings is a desire to want to grow. 
Then one needs a plan of action. The midrash teaches 
that “everything that came into being during the six 
days of creation requires improvement - for example - 
the mustard seed needs to be sweetened...people also 
need rectification.” During the High Holy Days, we 
focus on mitzvot: our actions that tie us to the Jewish 
Community, and on our middot: inner character traits 
that define our souls and our personality. Doing more 
mitzvot, with more kavannah (intention) is sometimes 
hard; spending time improving and balancing our 
character traits is even more difficult spiritual work. 
This is the world that the midrash is speaking about. 
This is the work of helping our souls, or neshamot, to 
grow. 

Judaism has a plan of action for why and how to 
become better people. In the Torah, we are counseled 
to “be holy.” Over the last many centuries, our rabbis 
have developed a spiritual practice called mussar. 
Mussar is about seeing and correcting the balance of 
the inner character traits of our soul so that we can 
live a life of growth and wholeness. Mussar is the 
character development - and it is for all people at all 
stages of life. In Jewish tradition, a character trait is 
called a middah. A few examples of middot include: 
gratitude, wisdom, humility, calm, and compassion. 
They are some inner traits that each person has to 
a different degree in their personality. Mussar is a 
Jewish spiritual practice that asks each of us to pay 
attention to our inner traits so that we can balance 
them and improve them.

As we approach the High Holy Days, we also 
inaugurate our seventh yearlong “The Shabbat 
Experience” (TSE) program. This educational 
program is for all congregants at every age. This year, 
we engage in communal and personal learning about 
Jewish spiritual practices on character development. 
We always hear people say, “be a mensch.” This year, 
we will learn about the values and actions that define 
the term mensch. This year, our Shabbat Experience 
program asks the central and universal question that 
each human can ask oneself: “How can I be a better 
person? What can I do each day to live the values that 
are important to me?” This year, our TSE program 
will help us to answer each of these questions.

Each family in the congregation may choose a gift 
copy of one of two books to accompany our TSE 
program. Families may purchase the second book at 
our cost. Families may choose Every Day Holiness or 
Every Day, Holy Day, both by Dr. Alan Morinis. Both 
books teach about Jewish character development; the 
first is more descriptive and the second functions as a 
workbook. 

If you wish to serve on our TSE Committee, please 
contact Julie Glass at jglass@bethsholomcongregation.org.

Mark you calendar for our TSE programs:

Friday, September 12, 2014

Saturday, October 25, 2014

Friday, December 12, 2014

Saturday, February 7, 2015

Saturday, March 21, 2015

Friday. May 8, 2015 
____________________________________________

In Blessing
Rabbi Andrea Merow



Sunday, September 28, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.
Beth Sholom Men’s Club has arranged for a special guided tour by the curator of the exhibit 

“Chasing Dreams” at the National Museum of American Jewish History.

Cost: $10. No charge for school age children.

 Reserve your ticket by contacting the Beth Sholom Office at 215-887-1342, ext. 100.

*Parking is available at the Bourse Garage Associates, one block from the museum at Market and Chestnut on 4th Street. 

Your ticket can be validated for up to four hours from the NMAJH. 

Getting to Know You
Hazzan Jeffrey Weber

This season is a time of change and renewal for both Beth Sholom Congregation and 
my own family. As the new school year begins and the High Holidays approach we 
evaluate the past and look forward to the opportunities a new year brings with it. My 
wife, Andrea, and our sons, Sam and Ben, are overjoyed to be joining this historic 
congregation and welcoming community. Negotiating new situations can be both 
challenging and exciting. From my first days as a student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I have felt strongly about the motto, “Tradition and Change.” It is possible 
to keep what has been and even revitalize it, while making additions and changes as 
the needs of a community need a continually met. If you haven’t had the opportunity to 
join us Friday night service, one of the new things you will notice for some parts of the 
service is the use of my twelve string guitar and some contemporary tunes. This may be a new addition here at 
Beth Sholom Congregation, however, the use of choirs had been a long standing fixture as part of worship and 
the community. We have begun rehearsals with our newly revitalized congregational choir which you will have 
the good fortune to hear during the upcoming High Holidays services. We will be singing in services regularly 
each month as well as other venues throughout the year. 

Another implementation of the “Tradition and Change” principal is happening with our Torah and Haftarah 
reading program. While clearly we are not changing the readings, we have already started a new process 
online allowing you to look into readings for any time in the future and signing up for them. The Beth Sholom 
homepage now has a link to “Webparasha.” I encourage all that are interested in chanting Torah, Haftarah, 
and Megillah to please go to this link and request a login and password.  Shortly after that you will receive an 
email with your login information and you will be ready to be an active part of a vital Torah and Haftarah core 
of readers. My hope is for all that are interested in chanting to be able to participate in this wonderful mitzvah 
as often as possible. If you are not experienced and would like to learn, please contact either the office or me 
directly and I will be happy to give you the guidance you need. 

 As my family and I continue to become more integrated into the Beth Sholom family, we look forward to 
meeting you and getting to know you.  May we all have a year of happiness and growth in our lives in every 
way. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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This is an edited version of the 
President’s Report delivered at the 
Annual Meeting on June 11, 2014.

Last year at our Annual Meeting, 
I described for you a number of 
opportunities for change, aimed at 
improving Congregational life and 
achieving financial efficiencies in 
our operations. I am pleased to report 
to you that we have been successful 
in many of our initiatives. In other areas, our progress has been 
more gradual, and we will need to redouble our efforts to realize 
our goals.

Construction of the elevator in our Frank Lloyd Wright designed 
building is well under way. Accessibility to our sacred spaces has 
been on our Congregational wish list for many years. Through 
our Capital Campaign and the generosity of Seth and Ellyn Lehr, 
and Robert and Marilyn Birnhak, this project was transformed 
from a possibility to reality. Perhaps you have already noticed the 
construction equipment in our parking lot, or the signs posted in 
various parts of the building, which say: “Danger-Construction 
Zone.”  It is our hope that the elevator will be operational for the 
High Holidays. At that time, we will be able to say with pride, 
that we met the challenge posed by Rabbi Glanzberg-Krainin at 
High Holiday services 2 years ago. Our Main Sanctuary and our 
Sisterhood Sanctuary will be accessible to our Congregants, their 
families and friends, as well as visitors to these sacred and 
magnificent spaces. 

Our Cantor Search Committee spent nearly three years 
searching for the right Cantor for our Congregation. The 
Committee reviewed over 70 applications, and spent hundreds 
of hours meeting to evaluate and discuss candidates, based 
on congregational surveys and input from our members. In 
March, the Board of Directors unanimously and enthusiastically 
approved the engagement of Cantor Jeffrey S. Weber as our 
new Hazzan. I want to thank everyone who was involved in the 
selection process during our three year odyssey to select a new 
Cantor. I also thank our clergy for their guidance in this process 
and the entire Beth Sholom staff for their valuable assistance.

Cantor Weber officially began at Beth Sholom on July 1. A 
series of parlor meetings are being planned to welcome and 
integrate Cantor Weber and his family into our congregation. I 
encourage all of you to sign up for one of the parlor meetings 
and have a conversation with Cantor Weber. You will also be 
able to meet and daven with Cantor Weber at Selihot services on 
September 20th. We look forward to the myriad ways in which 
our congregation will be enriched through new opportunities for 
musical expression.

Our Preschool represents a success story based on reinvention, 
innovation and the pursuit of 

excellence. Through the Capital Campaign, a fund was 
established by a donor family for Preschool recruitment. This 
fund will provide a tuition grant of up to $4,000 per child per 
year to Jewish families who are new to Beth Sholom. It will also 
pay for Mandarin language instruction for students aged 3-5, and 
it will enable us to become a fully certified Montessori 
program. By attracting young, Jewish families to our Preschool, 
we believe that they will stay as 
members of our Congregation and bring new energy to our 
community.

In April, our preschool, became a Keystone Star 4 program. 
“Keystone Stars” is an initiative of the PA Office of Child 
Development and Early Learning to improve, support and 
recognize the continuous improvement efforts of early learning 
programs in Pennsylvania. Star 4 is the highest level of 
achievement, and our preschool was recognized for its high 
standards in teaching, management, and staff development. 
We extend a MAZAL TOV to Eileen Weingram, our Preschool 
Director, and the entire teaching staff for providing such a stellar 
program for our young learners.

And finally, our preschool has gone from an operating deficit of 
about $30,000 to a profit of about $14,000 for this past year. This 
has occurred through improved planning and staff ownership 
of the preschool budget. We believe that with our new financial 
initiatives and stellar program, as well as improved planning and 
stewardship, that the preschool deficits have become history. 

As you probably know, over the years, we have built many areas 
of collaboration with our neighbor, Adath Jeshurun. We have a 
joint high school program, joint youth groups, a joint theatrical 
production and our members worship together at Sunday evening 
Minyan.    After Rabbi Rosenbloom announced his retirement, 
and with the approval of our Board, we entered into earnest 
discussions with AJ to seek greater forms of collaboration 
between the congregations. Both Congregations explored the 
possibility of merging their respective Religious Schools in 
the hopes of creating a more vibrant educational atmosphere 
for a greater number of students. Despite all good intentions, 
this collaboration will not occur in September, as originally 
contemplated. During the course of this past year, AJ undertook 
a search for a new Rabbi. Their search was successful, and 
they welcome Rabbi Rachel Kobrin to their community. AJ has 
decided that they wish to maintain the status quo regarding their 
educational program, and receive input from their new Rabbi.

We approached the merger of the Religious School as an 
opportunity to create cutting edge, 21st century Jewish learning 
for our children. While we are diappointed that our efforts did 
not come to fruition, it has given us an opportunity to refocus on 
the educational needs of our children, initiate changes, and find 
the best possible staffing to meet these needs. By strengthening 
our program and our staff, we will be better positioned for 
collaborative opportunities that might arise in the future.

At our last Board Meeting on May 20, I asked the attendess to 
list our congregational acocmplishments during the past year. 
In addition to the items I just mentioned, our Board felt that the 
enhancements made to the celebation of Shabbat at 

Connections Page 5

From the President
Shelley Hittinger



Beth Sholom have helped us realize our vision for the 
community. The specific programs included: The Shabbat 
Experience; Shabbat Under the Stars; Guess Who’s Coming to 
Shabbas; our enhanced Kiddush lunch, with gratitude to Michael 
and Kristin Karp, and our Mincha/Ma’ariv and Seudah Shi’lishit, 
arising from the inspiration and generosity of Rick and Susanna 
Manstein. All of these events enable our congregants to observe 
the sanctity and spirituality of Shabbat, while forging deeper 
connections with each other. 

It is undeniable that there are still many challenges facing our 
Congregation. As we attempt to address these matters, I offer the 
following approach set out in an article in Forbes, titled “5 Ways 
Millionaires Approach Their Careers.” According to the article, 
these are attributes needed to achieve success:

1. Maintain an Open Mind and Active Imagination.  Con-
sider new ideas. Inspire faith, courage and belief.

2. Focus on Solutions, not problems.

3. Have unmatched determination.  

4. Show enthusiasm and positive energy

5. Remain optimistic in the face of adversity.  Everyone 
makes mistakes, but when this happens, regroup and get 
going again with a sense of purpose and confidence. 

It is my sincere hope that we will embrace these principles as we 
continue our journey together 
here at Beth Sholom.  

I thank Rabbi Glanzberg-Krainin, Rabbi Merow and Shalom 
Zachmy for their wisdom, guidance and service to the Beth 
Sholom community. I also thank all of our Departmental 
Directors, as well as the other members of our staff who have 
worked diligently to keep our synagogue running smoothly 
at all times. To all of our Officers, Members of the Executive 
Committee, Board Members, Committee Chairs, Auxiliary 
Presidents and PTO Presidents, I am grateful for your efforts to 
make Beth Sholom a strong and vibrant community. I want to 
express my appreciation to everyone who has volunteered in any 
capacity during this past year.  It is only through the volunteer 
efforts of our members that we are able to provide all of the 
services and programs that we have come to enjoy. We simply 
could not afford to provide all of these offerings without the 
many hours so generously donated by our volunteers. With your 
continued 
support and commitment we will continue to flourish.

My husband, Carl, and our children, Sarah, Matt and Abbie join 
me in wishing you and your family a happy, healthy and sweet 
New Year.

L’shanah tovah tikateivu,
Shelley
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Thirty years ago, Bernard 
and Marie Granor met 
with Rabbi Landes, 
z”l, to ask what they 
could do for the Jewish 
community. With 
their children through 

college, they had time available and wanted to give something 
back. Rabbi Landes didn’t need to think long before saying 
“Philadelphia needs a free loan society.”

Through much of Jewish history, a free loan society (sometimes 
called a “gemach”) was one of the first institutions established in 
a new Jewish community. By lending rather than giving, funds 
are recycled and the dignity of those with a temporary need is 
preserved. In the United States, free loans helped immigrants 
establish businesses and much more. During the height of Jewish 
immigration, Philadelphia had a free loan. But, by 1984, there 
was none. 

With the help of Rabbi Landes and a group of volunteers, as 
well as the generosity of Madlyn and Leonard Abramson among 
others, in late 1984, the Hebrew Free Loan Society at Beth 
Sholom opened its (virtual) doors, providing no-interest, no-cost 
loans to members of the Jewish community with a temporary 
need.

Thirty years later, the renamed Hebrew Free Loan Society of 
Greater Philadelphia serves nine counties in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. We have hired our first employee (a part-time 
executive director) and have loaned a total of more than $2 
million to well over 1,000 borrowers. In addition to the trademark 
personal loan, we now also offer loans to new and expanding 
businesses through the non-sectarian R & B Business Loan Fund 
at Congregation Beth Or. 

On September 10th, we’ll celebrate with hors d’oeuvres and 
dessert. HFL at 30:  Honoring our Founders takes place in the 
Bornstein Auditorium. Our guest speaker will be former governor 
Ed Rendell, and we’ll honor those who started the organization: 
Rabbi Aaron (z”l) and Sora Landes, Joseph Abramson (z”l), 
Leonard & Madlyn Abramson, Robert & Marilyn Birnhak, 
Leonard (z”l) & Dolly (z”l) Cantor, Bernard (z”l) & Polly Cross, 
Neil Gorchow, Bernard & Marie Granor, Jerry Matez, Carl 
Polsky, Jack Scheiner (z”l), Ferne & William Schwartz, Samuel 
(z”l) & Selma Spielman, and Jules Wolfson (z”l). We’ll also 
enjoy the music of local jazz pianist Dave Posmontier.

This event is open to the public. Register at our website, 
www.hflphilly.org. 

Ticket prices are:
Gold Sponsors (4 tickets and 1 copy of Rendell’s “A Nation 
of Wusses: How America’s Leaders Lost the Guts to Make Us 
Great”)—$1000
Silver Sponsors (2 tickets and 1 copy of Rendell’s book)—$500
Bronze Sponsors (2 tickets and 1 copy of Rendell’s book)—
$250
General admission (includes 1 copy of Rendell’s book per 
household) —$72
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Religious School
Selma Roffman

“Let School Bells Ring”

The bell rings signaling the 
start of a new school year at 
Beth Sholom Religious School 
in Elul 5774!  New beginnings 
can be exciting for our students 
and faculty.  We meet new 
friends and greet old ones.  We 
share summer experiences with familiar and different 
teachers.  We return to our synagogue on a more 
regular basis and munch on those yummy pretzels 
together on Tuesday afternoons. The start of a new 
year also brings new challenges and fears.  Will I be 
able to learn what is expected?  Will I be able to read 
the prayers?  Will I be included in group activities?  It 
is a time to think about our own strengths and be ready 
for wonderful, refreshing experiences with the caring 
and supportive people at Beth Sholom.  It is a time 
to think about sharing some phenomenal moments 
at The Shabbat Experience.  It is a time to join in 
the fun, learning activities that make Beth Sholom 
Religious School the place to renew ties with Jewish 
values, strengthen knowledge of our people, mitzvot 
and prayers while bonding with Am Yisrael and our 
homeland, Israel.

In the coming year, we are introducing new programs 
and faces to our school to enhance the learning 
experiences for all.  Be sure to meet Hazzan Jeffrey 
Weber who will be bringing his guitar, musical talents 
and friendly smile as he leads us in joyous song.  
Then join in participating in an innovative program 
called “Hebrew Through Movement,” which will get 
students out of their seats to jump, sing and dance in 
the language of our people.  Take note of the three 
iPads that have recently arrived, along with a new 
laptop, all ready for use in our classroom activities.  
Some of our faculty members have trained in “Project 
Based Learning” which encourages students to get 
involved in problem solving and inquiry as they 
explore diverse subjects.  A new class for teens taught 
by Julie Glass is being offered so that they can serve 
as “counselors” in our Religious School program.  
As we continue to develop and supplement the 
curriculum, we will communicate regularly with you 

about these innovations.  You will continue to receive 
weekly letters and updates on Religious School events, 
and I encourage you to share your ideas and thoughts 
as we move ahead in creating an exciting and high 
level program for our children.  I look forward to 
greeting you on the first day of classes on Tuesday, 
September 9, when classes officially begin. We 
welcome all returning and new students to join us at 
Beth Sholom as our school bell rings out to you at the 
beginning of the year. 

As I write this article to meet our Connections 
deadline in mid-July, my heart and mind are totally 
absorbed by the events rapidly unfolding in Israel. 
Having just returned from a two-week trip in Israel, I 
feel compelled to share with my Beth Sholom family 
a few of my personal reflections. My husband, Marty, 
and I arrived in Israel on the day of the funeral for the 
three abducted teenagers and observed the sadness 
that quickly enveloped the nation.  In the days that 
followed, we traveled to Gedara, Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv and everywhere we went we observed a calm 
but overwhelming concern and caring.  On our final 
Shabbat in Jerusalem, we joined in prayer with 
congregants at Shira Hadasha and at the Conservative 
Synagogue.  There was a communal and pervasive 
solemnity, but there was also a palpable sense of 
solidarity.  Rabbi Neil Cooper wrote in an online 
article “That solidarity is not expressed in words.  It 
is felt in the silence.”  We felt the strange silence 
hovering over the streets of Jerusalem.  We heard the 
sounds of sirens and quietly joined our neighbors in 
shelters and safe rooms.   We listened to sermons on 
the need to have a safe and strong Israel.  We joined 
in prayer for the return of peace and the hope for a 
better future.  We realized that the silence has not been 
created by the absence of sound.  Rather, it had an 
intentional quality about it. It was a silence which was 
not empty.  It was a silence filled with a pain which 
defies articulation.  It was a silence that transcends 
words.

So as we prepare to hear the bell ring at the start of 
our school year at Beth Sholom, let us all pray for the 
return of calm and peacefulness to Israel, the Middle 
East and the entire world, and may the normally joyful 
and purposeful life one often feels in Israel resume.  
May life resume its normal pace and may the sounds 
of this vibrant society again be heard.  



Exciting News from the Visitor Center
We have been very busy at the Visitor Center! During the months of May and June we welcomed visitors from 
Columbia, Guatemala and El Salvador. Thank you to our 16 wonderful, dedicated and committed docents! If 
you are interested in becoming a docent please email Jill Rosen at jrosen@bethsholomcongregation.org or call 
Jill at 215-887-1342, ext. 227.

The Visitor’s Center was highlighted in an article on the Hidden City Philadelphia website, as well as being the 
featured site for a New York-Russian Public Television travel show. 

The Visitor’s Center tours are by appointment only while the elevator construction is underway. We are looking 
forward to the new accessibility in our sanctuary.

The website, voicemails and emails have all been updated to reflect these changes. Please call Jill Rosen at 
215-887-1342 ext 227 to schedule your group tour! 

We have joined a new organization called ROAM (Reciprocal Organization of Associated Museums). This 
is in addition to NARM (North American Reciprocal Museums), which offers its own member benefits and 
programs. We are now partners with the Independence Visitor Center in downtown Philadelphia and visitors to 
Philadelphia are able to purchase electronic tour tickets at the downtown Philadelphia Visitor’s Center. Buy a 
copy of the 2014 Philadelphia North edition of the Entertainment Book and enjoy a “buy one get one free” tour 
ticket! 

Additionally, the Visitor’s Center is part of the new Groupon Marketplace and new Groupons will be launched 
September 1.

This is just some of the exciting news that is happening at Beth Sholom Visitor Center.

Out of town guests for your simha? Please call Jill at 215-887-1342, ext. 227 for hospitality bag inserts.

Hold your organizational meetings or book clubs at the Visitor Center and receive a discount at the Design 
Store.

Jill Rosen, Director of Tours and Marketing
Helene Mansheim, Manager of Design Store and Docents

Have you recently lost your job?
Are you having difficulty making ends meet?

Do you need help taking that next step?
If you are under the age of 60 and have said yes to  

any of these questions, contact us now for help!

Let Heart to Heart help you spring into action! 
215-698-7300 x135 or mhanfling@kleinjcc.org

Klein JCC • 10100 Jamison Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19116 • 215-698-7300 • www.kleinjcc.org
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May all students hear the school bells ringing and 
may the sounds of missiles be replaced by bells of 
peacefulness.

With all best wishes for a healthy, happy and peaceful 
year for you, your families and Am Yisrael,
L’Shana Tova Tikatevu,  

Selma Roffman
Interim Director of Education
 



Golden Years & AARP
55 Alive Mature 
Driving Course

Two-Day Course

Did you know that taking the 
55 Alive Mature Driving Course  

given by AARP could save you up to 
10% on your automobile insurance? 

Sign up for 55 Alive, sponsored by 
Golden Years at Beth Sholom.

AARP SAFE DRIVING COURSE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2014

9:00 AM TO 1:30 PM

AND

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014 
9:00 AM TO 1:30 PM

Golden Years at Beth Sholom
8231 Old York Road

Elkins Park, PA 19027

Burt Eisenberg will be conducting 
this two-day course. If interested, 

please call Burt directly at 
215-572-7712.

The cost is $12 per person for 
members of AARP and $14 per 

person for nonmembers. 
Checks are to be made out to AARP 

and brought to the first class.

Congregational Engagement
Julie Glass

I love the beginning of a new school year. 
I like school supplies, new notebooks and 
the challenge and growth that a new school 
year offers. Even though my sons are now 
in college, I still love the excitement and 
challenge of a new school year, both for them 
and for our Beth Sholom children and teens.

Youth groups are an integral part of our 
students’ education. We have three outstanding groups that foster 
a love of Judaism through social and experiential activities. These 
groups are co-curricular with religious and day schools and allow 
our students to come together to enjoy being Jewish. Whether they 
are bowling with Jewish friends or reciting Birkat HaMazon at the 
youth group table at a Shabbat Under the Stars dinner, our youth 
groups provide a place where our kids can celebrate who they are 
and create their own community of cherished friendships.

We are so excited to announce our 2014 – 15 USY Board!

Co – Presidents: Rachel Lefkowitz and Michael Miller
Communications: Josh Pilchik
Rel/Ed: Eli Katz
Mem/Kad: Jordana Goldstein
Mem/Kad 7th grade: Simi Decker
Israel Affairs: Aviv Reif and Michael Montague
Programming: Mikayla Fassler

The 2014 – 15 year of USY will be AMAZING! 

Our Youth Groups are all a collaborative process with Adath 
Jeshurun. Youth groups have activities at least once a month, and 
accommodate Religious School, Day School and public school 
schedules. You do not have to be a member of Beth Sholom or 
Adath Jeshurun to be a member of our youth department. If you 
know children or teens from 1st and 12th grade, let them know 
about us. Invite them to the excitement that is our OYR Youth 
Department. Contact Julie Glass at jglass@bethsholomcongregation.org 
or 215.887.3625 ext. 216 to be part of the fun.

I wish you a New Year that’s blessed with everything good - Julie
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Golden Years has a
 whole new look!

If you are 55 and over, stop by a Golden Years 
program for lunch and entertainment. New this year:

•	 All new programs
•	 New lower pricing for programs - $10 for 

Golden Years members, $12 for non-members
•	 Pay your membership and all 6 

programs in advance and save $10!
•	 New thought-provoking movies – open to 

members and non-members alike 
($2 for non-members)

As you begin to mark your calendar, don’t miss any of 
our exciting events, all on Mondays from 

12:30 – 2:30 pm:

September 15  Mummers String Band
October 13  Cantor Jeffrey Weber

November 17  Sam Feinberg: 
A Hebrew Opera: Samson & Delilah

March 16  Linda Kenyon as 
Babe Didrikson Zaharias

April 20  Rabbi Andrea Merow
May 18  Irene Reiter discussing 

Charlotte Salomon

Also don’t miss our movies on Mondays from 
1:30 – 3:30 pm:

October 27, 2014  
Shem: Disenchanted and disconnected with his 
Jewish heritage -- and everything else in his life -- 
Daniel is prompted by his grandmother to embark on 
a journey across Europe to locate his grandfather’s 
final resting place.

December 1, 2014  
Eli’s Coming: Much to the chagrin of his pious Uncle 

Sol, young Joshua doubts his faith in God.

March 30, 2015  
Blessed is the Match: The life and death of Hannah 

Senesh 

June 1, 2015 
The Jewish Cardinal: This drama details the true 

story of Jean-Marie Lustiger, the son of Polish-Jewish 
immigrants, who became a leader in the Catholic 
Church. Amid controversy, Lustiger doesn’t waiver 

from his Jewish identity, even as he is ordained 
Archbishop of Paris.

October 11, 2014  
 

Breanna Smith  
 
DAUGHTER OF  
HEATHER AND BRIAN SMITH 
 
Breanna is a seventh grade student at Woodrow 
Wilson Middle School, where her favorite subject 
is math. She enjoys participating in choir, dance 
and theater in school. Breanna loves writing, 
singing, collecting toys and can tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House. She also walks to raise money 
for Light The Night Walk, Curesearch, Kisses For 
Kyle, and Super Run. Breanna has two sisters, 
Sarina and Elizabeth. Her grandparents are Sheila 
and Harvey Evans and Sidney Smith (z”l).

Mazal Tov to our Bat Mitzvah! 

_____________________________

Like Beth Sholom’s Facebook Page:

www.facebook.com bethsholomep



Early Learning
Eileen Weingram

It is with great excitement 
that we are looking 
forward to the new school 
year!  Please join me in 
welcoming our many new 
children and their families 
to the Preschool and to our 
congregational community.  

With the many wonderful 
accomplishments and 
changes in our school in 2014 we thought it was 
most appropriate to also have a new name. We are 
now known as Early Learning at Beth Sholom 
Congregation, preparing your child to navigate the 
world.

In March we became a Keystone Star 4 Preschool. 
This indicates that we are one of the highest quality 
preschools in Pennsylvania and comply with all best 
practice standards.  There is constant emphasis on 
the health and safety of our children, their education, 
and communication between home and school.  Our 
exceptional staff are constantly studying and learning 
the latest trends in early childhood education. Beth 
Sholom Preschool staff are required to take 24 hours 
of professional development each year. We want 
to ensure confidence in our parents that when they 
choose to send their children to Early Learning at Beth 
Sholom, they have selected the best school possible.

Last winter we proudly announced a new initiative 
at Early Learning at Beth Sholom.  Research has 
suggested that young Jewish families might find 
financial obstacles a significant barrier to participation 
in Jewish life.  Engaging children who are Preschool 
age in Jewish teachings, prayer, wisdom and fun is 
a golden window of opportunity for them and their 
families to establish lifelong identification with the 
Jewish community. Our new program enables these 
families to become part of our Beth Sholom family 
and for their children to attend our school.
 
 
 
 

There are several significant components to the     
 program:

•	 Each Jewish family that is new to our school 
is eligible for a 40% tuition subsidy, up to 
$4,000.00. 

•	 This incentive can be awarded for up to 4 
years. 

•	 A complimentary synagogue membership will 
be offered to each participating family. 

•	 Parents will participate in synagogue programs 
with other Preschool families and with our 
Clergy. 

•	 A third language will be taught. The children 
will learn Mandarin in addition to English 
and Hebrew. The benefits of Preschool 
children learning another language has been 
documented in recent research.  

•	 We are working toward elevating the status of 
our Montessori Certification. 

We are all very grateful to the generous 
congregants who had the vision to create these 
exceptional opportunities that will benefit all 
of the children who attend our Preschool. It is a 
wonderful time to be part of our Early Learning 
family.

My family, Michael, Jason, Joshua, Ivy, Nathan, 
Joshua, Abbye and Jacob join me in wishing you a 
very happy and healthy 5775.
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As we reflect on the year 
that has passed, we recall 
our many good deeds and 
accomplishments. We also 
think about those actions 
that were less than worthy. 
Our rich Jewish heritage 
allows us opportunities to 
make changes in our lives for 
behaviors that weigh heavily 
on our hearts. 

None of us is so unsullied that we don’t need to 
take time out of our days to evaluate our actions and 
thoughts. Honest reflection is the central premise of 
our prayers on the High Holy Days, or the Days of 
Awe. 

There are three sections to our High Holy Days: 
Selihot, which begins the Saturday night before Rosh 
Hashanah; Rosh HaShanah itself, the celebration of 
the New Year, which falls on the first and second days 
of the Hebrew month of Tishri; and Yom Kippur, the 
Day of Atonement, ten days later, a day of genuine 
repentance and of positive resolutions.

During Selihot, we put ourselves in a frame of mind 
for the New Year.  

On Rosh HaShanah, we look deeply into our souls and 
recollect how we behaved toward family, friends, and 
others. We also take stock of our personal relationship 
with God. We ask to be written into the Book of Life 
as the new year begins. Our appeal for forgiveness 
from God can only be accepted by Him if we make 
peace with the people in our lives first.

On Yom Kippur, we spend the day fasting, repenting, 
and praying for forgiveness, hoping to be spared from 
severe punishment. We ask to be sealed in the Book of 
Life for another year. Once we hear the final blast of 
the shofar at the end of the Ne’ilah service, we hope 
to come away with a renewed soul, secure that in the 
coming year we will be better individuals. 

From my family – Al, Dan, Marty, Susie, Morgan, 
Sabrina, and me, to  all of you and yours, have a 
wonderful New Year, and may all your prayers be 
answered. 

     L’Shanah Tovah Tikatevu V’Tikhateimu 
 
Our Program Committee has been working hard all 
summer to prepare a great calendar of events for the 
2014-15 year. We will be decorating our Beth Sholom 
Sukkah and can use your help. Our opening event on 
October 22 will showcase the multi-lingual singing 
voice of Israeli vocalist Ricky Pen. November 9 is our 
Torah Brunch honoring our own Rabbi Andrea Merow. 
We know you’ll want to come out to pay tribute to 
her! On November 15 we’ll team up with Men’s 
Club to honor our veterans at Shabbat services, and 
with a veterans’ memorial featuring memorabilia and 
photographs. Our year is full of many exciting events 
… your can’t help but want to attend all of them! 
 
Why not sponsor a Board meeting for $100 or a 
General meeting for $250?  The total amount counts 
toward your Donor. I hope together we’ll continue the 
legacy of Beth Sholom’s Sisterhood . 
 
Remember to visit the Sisterhood Gift Shop for all 
your holiday gifts and wines. We have a wonderful 
selection of hostess gifts that can be beautifully 
wrapped for you. We also sell Giant Supermarket Gift 
Cards in $25 and $50 denominations. 

Sisterhood
Patti First

patal16@verizon.net

 
Upcoming Events

  October 8 - Sukkah Decorating - Volunteers are     
  needed to help decorate our Beth Sholom Sukkah 

  October 22 - Opening General Meeting - features  
  the terrific voice of Israeli singer Ricky Pen! RSVP  
  to this fantastic evening of music, fun, and dinner. 
 
  November 8, 9:15 a.m. - Shabbat Services salute  
  to our Veterans.

  November 9, 11 a.m. - Torah Fund brunch honoring  
  our own Rabbi Andrea Merow. Come out to celebrate  
  our honoree!
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This past summer, Len Abrams, David Cohen, Art Lashin, Marty Roffman and I 
attended the Multi Regional Retreat held at the Capital Retreat Center in Waynesboro, 
PA.  The Middle Atlantic Region joined with the Northern New Jersey and New York 
Metro Regions of the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs for a weekend of leadership, 
training and camaraderie with our FJMC brothers. We all came away from this retreat 
reinvigorated and ready to plan activities for the upcoming year. 

During June, July and August, Beth Sholom Men’s Club (BSMC) presented our Comedy and Joy mini film 
festival with screenings of When Comedy Went to School, Parental Guidance and Hava Nagila (The Movie).  I 
hope you were able to attend and spend some time schmoozing with fellow congregants.

Our two softball teams completed successful seasons and will be in the Delaware Valley Synagogue Softball 
League Playoffs.

As I start my third year as BSMC President I want to thank the Officers and Board of Directors for their 
commitment and dedication.  A special thank you to Craig Sobel, our treasurer for the past three years, who is 
leaving his position but will remain active on our Board.

The officers for 2014-2015 are:
Elliot Miller-----President 
David Cohen -----Vice President - Communications
Gary Goldberg -----Vice President – Steward 
Aaron Mansheim -----Vice President – Religious
Don Sable -----Vice President – Programming
David Sternberg-----Vice President – Ways and Means
Joel Zighelboim -----Vice President – Membership
Jerry Salem -----Treasurer
Richard Heller -----Secretary
Gaston Bernstein, Adam Cuker & Stuart Warsetsky ----- New Board Members

Our Board Meetings are listed in the weekly synagogue email and are generally on the third Thursday of the 
month after evening Minyan.  All of the men in our Congregation are welcome to attend. 

Football Season begins before on September 4, 2014.  Please support our fundraising goals by joining the 
BSMC Football Pools.  Send your check in for $50 to join the Survivor Pool or you can join the Hi/Lo Pool for 
$100.  Better yet, join both.  If you have any questions, please contact David Sternberg at 215-635-4449 or at 
sternbergd@comcast.net.  More information can also be found on our website at www.bethsholomcongregation.
org/mens-club. 

On September 9, BSMC will welcome Cantor Jeffrey Weber and his family to Beth Sholom at our opening 
dinner.  An advance reservation by September 3 with prepayment of $18 is required for this dinner.  The cost at 
the door without a reservation will be $25.00.

Men’s Club
Elliot Miller

mensclub@bethsholomcongregation.org
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Sunday, September 14 at 1:35 PM - Join your friends 
at Beth Sholom to watch the Phillies in one of the 
last Sunday games of the season.  Contact Director 
of Marketing, Brooke Keyser. All children of Beth 
Sholom members age 18 and under, with a parent, will 
receive a discounted price of $13 per ticket thanks to 
the Beth Sholom Men’s Club sponsorship.

Construction of the Sukkah for our congregation is 
scheduled for Sunday, September 21, 28 and October 
5.  Please join Steve Perlman and the crew as they 
assemble our Sukkah in the atrium.  Contact Steve 
at sperlman63@gmail.com  to let him know when 
you can help. BSMC will build Sukkot for families 
to decorate and use in the celebration of this harvest 
festival.  After the holiday, we return to disassemble 
them so that the materials can be stored for use in 
following years.  A donation is requested to cover the 
cost.  Contact Jonathan Tabas at cyclerjon@hotmail.
com  or 215-752-2000.
    
On Sunday, September 21, 2014, join the Middle 
Atlantic Region of the Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Clubs for the Tour de Shuls bike ride for Camp Ramah 
in the Poconos.  This year a portion of the proceeds 
will benefit Tikvah programs for campers with special 
needs.  There is a 3 Mile Family Fun Ride and 20 & 
45 mile rides for experienced cyclists.  Last year over 
$35,000 was raised to support Camp Ramah.  Please 
ride, sponsor a rider, donate or volunteer your time 
and talent to this worthy and fun event.  Visit http://
www.tourdeshulspanj.org  for more details or contact 
Leonard Abrams at leonardabrams@marfjmc.org.

BSMC is sponsoring a trip to the National Museum 
of American Jewish History on September 28, for 
a curator led tour of the exhibit “Chasing Dreams: 
Baseball and Becoming American.”  Men’s Club is 
subsidizing the cost of this trip.  Admission for Beth 
Sholom Members will be only $10 and children 
under age 18 will be free. Contact Elliot Miller at 
mensclub@bethsholomcongregation.org or 215-605-
1661.

A Kosher Rib Steak dinner will be served in our 
Sukkah on Monday, October 12, 2104.  The theme is 
“Steak, Spirits and Sports”, with Sports Psychologist, 
Dr. Joel Fish.  We will be happy to accept donations of 
bottles of spirits that are cluttering your liquor cabinet 
or cases of beer you may not be using to help us liven 

up our evening.  Please check your email for further 
details on this event.  
  
Our first brunch will be on Sunday, November 2, 
2014, with guest speaker Israel Consul General Yaron 
Sideman.  Don Sable, abledonsable@aol.com,  our 
Programming Vice President will be providing more 
details on this event. 

On Saturday, November 8, 2014, the Men’s Club 
and Sisterhood again honor all veterans of the Beth 
Sholom Community when we will jointly sponsor 
a Veteran’s Shabbat service.  The Men’s Club and 
Sisterhood are planning to create a Veteran’s Museum.  
We would like to display pictures and memorabilia 
of Veterans of the Beth Sholom Community.  Please 
bring pictures or any military related memorabilia you 
would like to display.   We will make photocopies and 
return the originals to you.  

The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs – Middle 
Atlantic Region Man of the Year Dinner will be held 
at Congregation Beth El in Voorhees, New Jersey on 
Sunday evening, December 7, 2014. Leonard Abrams, 
past Men’s Club President and Past President of the 
Middle Atlantic Region of the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs who received our Norman H. Abramson 
Man of the Year Award in May, will be our honoree at 
this gala event.  We will be providing further details 
on this event later this year. 

This year we hope you will elevate your spirit and 
join your fellow congregants by attending our events.  
The Beth Sholom Men’s Club is a vital arm of our 
synagogue.  Our goal is to strengthen our Jewish 
community by involving the entire Beth Sholom 
Community in Jewish life.  Please join with us and 
participate in our many activities throughout the year.  

My wife Susan and our son Maxj oin me in wishing 
you and your family a healthy and happy New Year. 
L’Shanah Tovah.
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Sisterhood extends its gratitude to our 
generous meeting sponsors 2013-2014

Lynn Album & Dianne Cutler 

Zahava Blackman 

Patti First & Adele Gottfried

Elly Kamen

Rhena Kelsen

Janet Levin

Judy Makower

Roberta Rifkind

Kay Schwartz

Linda Tabas

Muriel Tabas Ecker

Gayle Vogel

Shirley Weiner

Lillian Zucker

________________________________________________

______________

 

Benefiting Beth Sholom 

December 7 and December 8 

Help raise money by donating your used items! 

Clothes, Shoes, Books, Toys, Collectibles, Household Items, 

Dishes, Jewelry, Art, Handbags, DVD’s, furniture and more! 

Email or Call:

bsrummagesale@gmail.com         Sara: 215-663-0606

Beth Sholom Gift Shop  has 
new items arriving every day.   

Open  6 Days Per Week  

►All Proceeds Benefit Beth 
Sholom◄ 

Shop At Our Gift Shop & Save 

 

More Than  Judaica... 

Made In Israel 

The Beth Sholom  

Gift Shop 

_______________________________________

A Note from our beloved  
Early Learning teacher, Susan Morey

Our heartfelt thanks and sincerest appreciation, 
To our friends and dear members of  

Beth Sholom Congregation 
 

The outpouring of love at this time of our grief, 
Has embraced us with solace, support and relief. 

 
In memory of Jerry, we thank Beth Sholom,  

This is more than a shul, this is truly our home. 
 

B’shalom, 
 

Susan, Sam, Raphi, Jenn and Becky Morey
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-------------------- Beth Sholom Family News --------------------
Births
Lorna Adelman on the birth of her great 
granddaughter, Sydney Rae Mehok
Stanley and Helene (z”l) Daniel on 
the birth of a granddaughter, Zoe Daniel 
Greenberg
Bernice & Marcel Groen on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Jara Dallas Groen
Robin & Steven Katz and Phyllis Sork 
on the birth of their granddaughter and 
great granddaughter, Eliana Rae Alter, 
daughter of Jaime & Josh Alter
Debbie & Neil Klinger and Rebecca & 
Ross Klinger on the birth of their twin 
granddaughter and grandson, and niece 
and nephew, Lila Madison and Spencer Eli 
Goldschmitt
Michele & Murray Levin on the birth of 
their grandson, Austin Levin Allen
Ivy & David Mermelstein on the birth of 
their grandson, Yonah Shemer Konikoff
Randy & Marc Rosen and Selma 
and Samuel (z”l) Spielman on the 
birth of their granddaughter and great-
granddaughter, Remy Samara
Judi & Steven Shapiro and Lori & Josh 
Shapiro on the birth of their grandson and 
nephew, Noam Hudson Shapiro
Beth Steinman and Walter Steinman 
on the birth of their grandson, Hersch 
Zachary Domnitz, great-grandson of Verna 
(z”l) & Ed (z”l) Steinman
Betsy & Sheldon Wolf on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Peri Ramona Ambalu
Lillian Zucker (z”l) on the birth of her 
great grandson, Joseph Grey Schloss

Engagements
Beth & Bruce Appelbaum on the 
engagement of their son, Brian to 
Elizabeth Antonacci
Karen & Stewart Avart on the 
engagement of their son, Joshua to Diana 
Cwerenz
Janice & Arthur Block on the 
engagement of their daughter, Marissa to 
Steven Borzykowski
Linda & Rob Levin and Ilene & 
Harvey Perelman on the engagement of 
their children, Evette Levin to Andrew 
Perelman
Ruth & Andrew Shaw on the 
engagement of their daughter, Alana to 
Alex Byrd

Arlene & Barry Weissman on the 
engagement of their son, Brad to Dini 
Wise
Janet & Eric Wischnia on the 
engagement of their daughter, Naomi to 
Aaron Rosenthal
Irma & Eli Yehuda on the engagement of 
their daughter, Ilana to Shauli David
Lillian Zucker (z”l) on the engagement of 
her granddaughter Mary Schloss to Daniel 
Fellmuth

Marriages
Robin & Steven Katz and Phyllis Sork 
on the marriage of their daughter and 
granddaughter, Jessica to Mateo Rothstein
Wendy & Neil Klinghoffer on the 
marriage of their daughter, Abbie to 
Kenneth Ott
Sylvia Pomerantz on the marriage of 
her grandson, Daniel Pomerantz to Linda 
Tovar 
Fay & Michael Sachs on the marriage of 
their daughter, Rachel to George Brell
Judy & Marty Trichon on the marriage 
of their son, Daniel to Mimi An
Meryl & Alan Ostrow, on the marriage of 
their daughter, Lori to James Drew

Mazal Tov!
Lorna Adelman on her 90th Birthday; 
on the graduation of her grandson, Brian 
Evan Schachter, from Penn State with a 
BA with honors; and on the graduation of 
her granddaughter, Julie Paige Adelman, 
from Temple University Medical School
Bennett Decker, son of Kim & Lorin 
Decker, on being appointed Hagesher 
Regional USY Vice President of Israel 
Affairs
Scott Goldshaw on having his law firm 
named #1 employment litigation firm in 
PA
Julie Heller on the naming of her 
daughter, Lauren Alexa Heller
Elly & Joe Kamen on the Confirmation 
of their granddaughter, Abby Kamen, and 
the high school graduation with honors 
of Ross Kamen and Ariel Kamen, their 
grandson and granddaughter
Donna & Jack Levin on the naming of 

their granddaughter, Rosa Leigh Mueller
Jackie & Harry Leibson on Harry’s 
birthday and Jackie & Harry’s anniversary
Valerie & Joe Lieberman and Ginger 
& Jerry Block, on the graduation of 
their son and grandson, Jake, from the 
University of Miami with a BA
Albert Mills on being certified by the 
Pennsylvania Department of State as a 
Dog Trainer
Selma & Martin Roffman on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Aviva 
Weinstein
Harry Salem on his 85th Birthday
Kay Schwartz on her granddaughter, 
Molly Schwartz, being awarded the 
Fullbright Fellowship for study abroad
Ellen & Hazzan David Tilman on 
their son, Howard Jonah Tilman, being 
ordained Rabbi by the Ziegler Rabbinical 
School at the American Jewish University, 
Los Angeles
Cheryl & Steven Pilchik, on their son, 
Brian’s graduation from Tufts University 
with a BS in Political Science & Computer 
Science, and his attendance at Harvard 
Law School this fall
Jerry & Amy Salem and Harry Salem 
on the graduation of their son and 
grandson, Joel, from Penn State University 
with a BS in Chemical Engineering
Anita & Nathan Schatz on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary
Ruth Shaw on her special birthday
Irma Yehuda on achieving a DNP, 
Doctorate Nursing Practice

Get Well Wishes
Isak Benezra
Judy Makower
Jules Markowitz
Shirley Pearlstine
Linda Resnick
Mildred Saidel
Bob Snyder
Marlene Snyder
Adele Sobel
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Tashlikh
Thursday, September 25th

5:30 p.m. at the creek at Wall Park.

New This Year!
Minhah Ma’ariv in the park 

following Tashlikh 

Thank you from The Landes Family
To Our Dear Beth Sholom Family:

Our shloshim mourning period has drawn to a close, and my family 
and I have been overwhelmed by your loving support during this hard 
time.  The outpouring of visits, dinners, notes and contributions has 
been extraordinary.  We feel so privileged to be part of this magnificent 
community and to be sustained by you in our great loss.

I want to thank each of you individually, but unfortunately impaired 
vision and arthritis make writing difficult.  Please accept this collective 
thank you as if it were addressed to you personally, and know that my 
family and I are eternally grateful for your friendship and support.

With deep gratitude, 
Sora Landes and Family

Our Israeli Dance sessions are really 
hopping! Just come and watch. You’ll be 

up and dancing in no time! 
 

Adult Education presents 

Isr   eli Dancing @ Beth Sh   lom 
 
 
 
 

 

We are so pleased to announce a NEW session of Israeli dancing every Monday. 
7:30 – 8:15 pm beginners dancing 

8:15 – 10:30 pm open dancing 
This is open to ALL Beth Sholom members and guests and is FREE OF CHARGE. 

There will be a variety of dance instructors. 
 

Join us for this new and exciting dance experience. 

In Recent Memoriam
MORTON APPELBAUM
Father of Bruce Appelbaum
EILEEN COHEN
Daughter of Claire Schafus
NORMAN CRONFELD
Father of Jay Cronfeld
HELENE DANIEL
Wife of Stanley Daniel
RONNIE GORELICK
Mother of Marianne Gorelick
JUNE JARRETT
ANNA KIRSH
Mother of Nina Samlin
PEARL KRASNOW
Mother of Judith Trichon
JANET B. LANG
Mother of Jody Bender
GERRE MILCH
Sister of Phyllis Sork
ELAINE MILLS
Mother of Albert Mills
ERICA PAUL
Granddaughter of Sylvia & Harold Paul
SOL POMERANTZ
Husband of Sylvia Pomerantz
MAX RAPP
SHERYL A. ROSNER
Wife of Michael Rosner
DIANE SAVRIN
Mother of Ilene Perelman
ARLINE SCHWARZMAN
HAROLD TANENBAUM
RALPH L. TRICHON
Father of Martin Trichon
HELEN WEINSTEIN 
RICHARD WOLF
Brother of Bernard Wolf
SHIA SALEM
Brother of Harry Salem
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 D’Var Torah from the  
“Celebrating Our Time Together” 

Anniversary Celebration 

By Sora Landes

Dear Friends:

First let me thank Rabbi Glanzberg-Krainin, 
Rabbi Merow, Shalom Zachmy and the planning 
committee for the honor of delivering the D’var 
Torah at this celebration of my respected and 
beloved colleagues.  I also want to thank my 
Beth Sholom extended family for your courtesy 
in rescheduling this honor after the shloshim 
mourning period for my dear husband. ונורכז 
 And I  wish to express my gratitude to . הכרבל
my teacher, Rabbi Charles Kraus, for his help in 
locating sources.

I was asked to speak on the subject of leadership.  
I know something about it, having led a school 
for 27 years and having lived with a leader for 
61 years.  Every year at this time, when we read 
about Moshe Rabenu, Moses our teacher,  your 
(rabenu) and his trials and tribulations with the 
rebellions of the Israelites, I always feel great 
identification and empathy with him.  Anyone in 
a leadership position encounters pushback.   With 
your permission, I will use Moshe as a paradigm 
of a great leader.  

In Pirke Avot, Sayings of the Fathers, we are 
taught   םימש םשל םיקסוע ויהי רובצה םע םיקסועה לכ, 
which translates as, “All who serve the community 
should do so for the sake of Heaven.” This is 
certainly true of Moshe who was a reluctant 
leader and who asked God to send someone 
else since he was self-effacing and had a serious 
speech impediment.  Our three religious leaders 
whom we honor tonight serve the Jewish people 
because they also love the Jewish people.  They 
are successful because they are supported by lay 
leaders who also love the Jewish people.  Solomon 
Schechter said that one has to love the Jewish 
people to like them.  We Jews continue to be the 
stiff-necked obdurate people whom Moses led 
through the desert. Being our leaders, God chose 
Moshe to lead us out of Egypt because Moshe 
was compassionate. The midrash tells how Moshe, 
then a shepherd, retraced his steps to find a lamb 
that had strayed from the flock and carried it 
in his arms to rejoin the sheep.  That action of 
compassion for a lamb led God to select Moshe to 
lead the Israelites.  Think of the empathy of our 
leaders.  How many sick people do they visit?; 
how many families do they comfort when they 

suffer a loss? How many hungry families do they 
feed?  My family and I can attest to their care and 
compassion. in our recent loss, yet along with 
compassion, a leader needs to be forceful and 
resolute in carrying out the task of leadership. A 
leader needs a goal and a plan.

I think of Moshe standing with the Israelites on 
the shore of the Red Sea.  The Egyptians are 
chasing them from behind, and the sea is ahead.  
The people panic and complain, “Weren’t there 
enough graves in Egypt that you brought us out 
here to die? We told you that we were better off 
being slaves. Things were better before.”  Moshe, 
whose goal was to get them across the sea, 
replied, ןושירחת םתאו םכל םהלי ׳ה “HaShem will do 
battle for you, and you keep quiet!” Sometimes 
visionary leaders need to take us where we don’t 
want to go. Sometimes leaders need to be a bit 
outspoken and forceful.  We all resist change and 
want things the way they were.  Being our leader 
is no picnic.

There are downsides to being a leader.  
Presumably it is a  דובכ, an honor. However the 
root of דובכ is דבכ which means heavy.  Being a 
leader is a burden.  It is very hard and intrusive 
on family life.   Moshe leaves his wife and sons, 
Gershom and Eliezer behind, and his father-in-
law has to bring them to the desert to join him.  
Gershom and Eliezer fade into obscurity.  It is 
hard on children to have a famous parent.

Gratuitous criticism is a constant companion of 
a leader. We have all heard numerous interviews 
with Hilary Clinton last week where she spoke 
of the barrage of criticism of her hairdos, her 
clothes and little substantive analysis of her 
accomplishments.  Moshe suffered from this 
regularly; we just read yesterday of the rebellion 
of Korah, a Levite relative who accused Moshe 
and Aaron of “raising themselves above the 
Lord’s congregation”.  Beware of criticizing our 
religious leaders, my friends. The earth may open 
and swallow you up as it did Korah and his 250 
malcontents.

Another downside is that more is expected of  
leaders.  They are held to a higher standard, even 
though they are ordinary human beings. Was it so 
terrible of Moshe to strike the rock to bring forth 
water instead of speaking to it as HaShem had 
instructed? His sister had recently died; he had just 
withstood a rebellion from Korah and his Levite 
cousins and a resulting plague and the people were  
complaining yet again.  He did what a leader 

should  not do. He lost his temper and instead of 
speaking to the rock, he struck it twice with his 
staff.  For that action he was denied entry into the 
Promised Land.  No quarter is given, a leader may 
be overtired or not well; something may be amiss 
at home. The leader is expected to be energetic, 
helpful and available day and night.

A Shabbat ago I learned from Rabbi Glanzberg-
Krainin that despite setbacks and disappointments, 
a leader must embody optimism.  As Rabbi 
Krainin pointed out, immediately after learning 
that he would not enter the Promised Land, Moshe 
instructed the Israelites in detail on what they are 
to do upon their entry into the Land.

In this d’var Torah I have highlighted 
characteristics of leadership which I found in 
Moshe Rabenu and which I find in our honorees 
of this evening. Love of the  Jewish people, 
compassion, a sense of purpose and passion 
in attaining a goal. I also spoke of areas of the 
pitfalls in being a leader: the intrusion into family 
life, being the target of gratuitous criticism, the 
reality that both the congregation and God hold 
their leaders to a higher standard and the difficulty 
a leader has in remaining optimistic despite 
setbacks.

We are honoring our clergy tonight. Shalom, 
who has chanted every verse from the Torah to 
which I alluded beautifully and flawlessly for 
us for 18 years, who has taught our children 
and grandchildren, and helped so many 
nervous youngsters perform well at their Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah.  We honor Rabbis Merow and 
Glanzberg-Krainin who have officiated at so 
many happy and sad events, who teach us from 
the pulpit and in classrooms, who help encourage 
us when we have a problem or are sick. Much 
of what I said applies as well to dedicated lay 
leaders. Whatever one’s role, leadership at Beth 
Sholom is a privilege.  Shalom and Peggy, םכתאצ 
 s  Rabbi Merow and Rabbi Glanzbergםולשל
Krainin, I look forward to where you will lead us 
in the next decade.

Let me conclude with a prayer from our siddur 
“… and All who devotedly involve themselves 
with the needs of the community and the Land of 
Israel, may the Holy One Praised be He reward 
them.  May He remove sickness from them, heal 
them and forgive their sins.  May He bless them 
by prospering all their worthy endeavors, as well 
as those of the entire people Israel.  And let us say 
Amen.
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Eugene Pohl Memorial College Program

Attention College Students, Parents and 

Grandparents of College Students

We like to keep in touch with our college students by sending 
them gift packages around the Jewish holidays. Help us by 
giving the office your student’s information. Please contact 

Karen Sandler at the synagogue with any questions at  
215-887-1342, ext. 101 or by email at  

ksandler@bethsholomcongregation.org.

Help us reach out!

______________________

We Honor Beth Sholom’s 
2014/5774 Confirmation Class

Beth Sholom Sisterhood
Torah Fund Event

Sunday, November 9, 2014
11:00 AM

Beth Sholom Congregation

Torah Fund Honoree

Rabbi Andrea Merow

Torah Fund is a campaign to ensure our legacy to 
future generations of Conservative Jews by providing 
Rabbis, Cantors, Educators and Administrators for 
Day Schools and Synagogue Schools, Synagogue 
Administrators, Social Workers, Scholars, Lay 
Leaders, and Researchers.

Your Torah Fund Contribution strengthens and 
perpetuates 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism throughout the world.

All donors at the Benefactor ($180) level or higher 
receive the Women’s League Torah Fund 
pin as our gift to you in recognition of your generous 
support. 

Other contributions are welcome.

Mishpachah 
“Family and the Tree of Life”

Guest Speaker
Rabbi Amy Eilberg
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Accredited by Pennsylvania Association for Independent Schools
& Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools

We’re an inclusive Jewish day school with a broader worldview.
So we welcome students from all facets of observance. We offer
an amazing middle school and incredible high school...where

everyone fits. Our
kids are baseball

players, history buffs, fashion reporters, mathletes, rising stars.
And we encourage all of them to choose their own path. There’s
a place for your family here. Come love where you learn.

Come to an Open House or schedule a personal tour:
October 22, January 13, February 25: 9:30-noon
November 12: 6:00-8:00 pm

Visit our website for all admission events.

610-922-2350  I admissions@jbha.org  I jbha.org

GET TO KNOW JACK.

272 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 

©2014 JBHA

IF YOU THINK 
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL 
ISN’T THE RIGHT FIT,
YOU DON’T KNOW JACK.

BA14120 DontKnowJack ad BethSholom_Layout 1  7/16/14  4:27 PM  Page 1
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DONATIONS: Beth Sholom Congregation thanks you for supporting the operating budget    
                             through your donations in appreciation, honor and memory.
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Thank you for Supporting Our Sponsors

724 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106

Tel: 215-925-8639 Fax: 215-925-5955

www.BarskyDiamonds.com

Robert Alan Manstein
Research & Customer Service

267-226-0671

robert.manstein@gmail.com

O U R  S E R V I C E S  I N C L U D E :

 • Skilled nursing care
 • Home health aides and live-in care
 • Homemaker services
 • Rehabilitative care   
                 ...and much more!

©
20

11

 (215) 371-3490

Health care and homemaker services
in the comfort of your home

SERVING GREATER PHILADELPHIA

n For teens entering 6th  
 through 9th grades
n 1 to 8 Week Options  
n	 Fantastic Overnight Trips,  
 Monday thru Friday

610.275.CAMP
www.srdaycamps.com

“ Wherever   
 the fun is...   
 We’re THERE!”

See our 
latest Travel 

Schedule 
on our 

website & 
visit us on 
facebook!      

Rockwood 

Adventures
TEEN 
TRAVEL

Howard & Dale Batterman, Owners/Directors
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Thank you for Supporting Our Sponsors

www.dublinterrace.com
Call or Visit today!  215.914.1110

55+ Luxury Rental Living Upper Dublin,  
Montgomery County. Your time is now!

Finally, a new community that fits your lifestyle - today.  
Clubhouse, amenities and spacious apartment homes,  
with garage parking available in the perfect location.  

Find out what the excitement is about….

NOW LEASING!

A Bruce Toll Community

S. Limekiln Pike/Route 152 & Dreshertown Rd. 

NEW. DISTINCTIVE. CONVENIENT.

Klein Active Adult Center  
in Montgomery County

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday • 10:00am-2:00pm
Located at Congregation Adath Jeshurun 

7763 Old York Road • Elkins Park, PA 19027

• FREE daily hot kosher lunch by Betty the Caterer 
   *reservations for lunch required; donations accepted

• FREE Transportation/Buxmont
• Lifelong Learning classes
• Intergenerational events
• Current event discussions
• Chess, Knitting, Wii and other games
• Daily fitness including Zumba Gold®
• And more! 

 
Call to sign up TODAY!

Klein JCC partners with Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia and United Way of SE PA. Funded in part by 
Montgomery County Aging and Adult Services. A non-
profit organization and an equal opportunity employer.

For more 
information, contact  

Sue Weiner 
Program Coordinator  

Joanne Beck 
Assistant Program & LLL 

Coordinator  

215-635-5244

WELCOMING EVERYONE 60 AND OLDER!  
DON’T MISS OUT!

Volunteer  
Opportunities

Howard M. Esquire

Wills, Trusts,  
Powers of Attorney and 

Living Wills  
Estate Planning  

Small Business Planning 
Elder Care  
Taxation

Free Initial Consulation in 
your home or my office

1760 Market Street, Ste. 600

www.soloman-law.com

Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215-568-9474

Email: 

howard@soloman-law.com
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Beth Sholom Congregation

8231  Old York Rd.

Elkins Park, PA 19027-1595

www.bethsholomcongregation.org

 
Enhance Your Sukkot Holiday

with 

Lulav and Etrog

Anyone interested in purchasing,

contact the office at  

215-887-1342, ext. 100.

All orders must be received no later than  

Thursday, October 2, 2014


