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Shanah Tovah From Rabbi Ravski
The days are getting shorter. The light of those long summer evenings is quickly
fading, we look expectantly to the heat and the humidity breaking and darkness starts to
dominate the day. I have always found a sense of serene beauty in how synchronized the
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rhythms of this time of year are while moving in opposite directions, as the light is
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diminishing, our spiritual activity is increasing. Similarly, in the Jewish calendar, we begin
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to look forward to the coming year, with hopes that it brings health, happiness and good
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fortune, that it will be a healthy and sweet new year. At the same time we look back and
Email:
emanu-el@emanu-el.com evaluate ourselves over the past year. We recall all the challenges we faced, and those
moments when we were unable to meet the expectations we strive to achieve, when we
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gave into despair and hardship and no longer explored ways to better our cirumstances.
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Every evening, we begin the Ma’ariv service by reciting the words, “Gollel or
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mipnei choshech, ve’choshech mipnei or”- “Who rolls light away from darkness and
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darkness away from light.” What powerful imagery this line offers to frame this time of
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year as we enter into a season of repentance and renewal. It forces us to recognize that
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Religious School Principal all that is good and all that is difficult in our lives are connected, that the challenging
times will be replaced by happy ones, that even the best of times must eventually be met
& Ritual Assistant
Daphne Hubara
with hardship. But no matter which we currently face, the flow of the year, the rhythm
of our lives will eventually roll one away from the other.
President
As the spiritual light of the New Year begins to enter into our lives, even as the
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physical light begins to leave, let us recall the difficulties and challenges of the past year.
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We know about the struggles we faced as a community, but many of us also wrestled
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with personal concerns, health issues, emotional and physical isolation. Yet, despite the
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uniqueness of the events of this past year, the Holidays, this time of year has arrived like
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clockwork, like every other year in our history. These Holy Days roll into our lives and
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help push away our earthly concerns for a few short moments, reminding us that God is
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with us in both the light and darkness of our lives. `This year, this Rosh Hashanah, this
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Yom Kippur and this Sukkot we may be physically distant, but we are still spiritually
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present, still socially connected and forever mindful that with the support and
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companionship of our friends, family, community and God, we will roll the darkness
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into light as this New Year dawns upon us.
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Shanah Tovah U’Metukah, a Happy and Sweet New Year.
Rabbi Evan Ravski

Limited Participation Onsite
Due to Covid 19, and per our Re-Opening Task Force, attendance to on-site services
will be limited to those who are participating. If you are comfortable being in the
building as a participant, please email Daphne at dlh@knology.net. As feasible, from
Rosh Hashanah to Simhat Torah, we hope many can participate on site as service
participants despite the limited attendance. We will try to honor all requests.

Shma Koleinu- Hear Our Voice
Perhaps the thing we will miss the most this year is the sound of the
congregation's voice -- in services, in the building, in all the spaces
and moments that we spend together on the holidays. This year, so
your voice might be heard, write a short blessing or prayer to be
read during the service and/or posted on the website. These high
holidays, we want to hear your voice, no matter where you are! Email these short,
three or four sentence prayers to Rabbi Ravski: rabbiravski@emanu-el.com

3

High Holiday Checklist
Ritual
 Visit our HH webpage to hear the Shofar throughout the
month of Elul
 Participate in Selichot to re-familiarize yourself with High
Holiday prayers and themes
 Light a yahrzeit candle before Yom Kippur begins to
remember our loved ones no longer with us
 Join us for Live Streaming services
Clothing
 Consider wearing something purchased specifically for the
holidays (it’s traditional to say Shehechyanu* the first time you
wear it)
 Wear sneakers or slippers at home on Yom Kippur (it’s traditional to not wear leather that day, since we are
depriving ourselves from luxurious items)
Food
 Eat festive meals on both days of Rosh Hashanah, with items such as:
Two round challot (shaped like a crown, to symbolize God’s sovereignty)
Kosher wine/grape juice to use for Kiddush
Pomegranate (they say a perfect one has 613 seeds, corresponding to the 613 commandments)
Apples & honey (to emphasize the sweetness of a new year)
A new fruit (ideally eaten on the second night of the holiday; say Shehechyanu* for this too!)
 Prior to Yom Kippur, donate food to the Kosher Food Pantry. (See Tikkun Olam info on pg.7)
 Prepare for fasting on Yom Kippur by drinking plenty of water the day before the fast, avoiding salty foods,
and loading up on carbs and protein
Connecting With Others
 Prior to Yom Kippur, apologize to people you may have wronged over the past year
 Bless your children before Yom Kippur begins: May God make you like (for sons: Ephraim & Menashe)
(for daughters: Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel & Leah). May God bless you and guard you. May God show you favor and be merciful
to you. May God show you kindness and grant you peace.
*Shehecheyanu: Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has kept us in life, who has sustained us, and who
has brought us together for this sacred occasion.



We extend special thanks to the following for their
financial support of our High Holiday Gift Bags.

The Synagogue Emanu-El Sisterhood & Men’s Club,
The Stanley B. Farbstein Grant Program of the Coastal Community Foundation

Mr. Nicky Bluestein and Dr. William & Mrs. Judy Grossman
In memory of Ettaleah Bluestein, MD
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LULAV & ETROG
SET FOR
SUKKOT
Bring the enjoyment of
Sukkot into your home!
It is a mitzvah to own a
Lulav & Etrog set during
the holiday.
To order your set please contact Leah in the
synagogue office at 843-571-3264

by Monday, September 14th
Standard Set $36.00

Mahzor Lev Shalem for the
High Holidays
Bring the High Holidays
into your home:
Mahzor Lev Shalem for
the High Holidays are
available to check-out for
home use.
Email Leah at emanu-el@emanu-el.com
to schedule your pickup
Emanu-El Welcomes Back
Yuriy Bekker
For the forth year in a row, Yuriy Bekker will lead an
orchestral rendition of Kol Nidre immediately prior to the
beginning of our Erev Yom Kippur service.
The concertmaster of the Charleston Symphony Orchestra
since 2007, and named its Principal Pops Conductor since
2016, Yuriy frequently lends his expertise and time
throughout the community.
We are grateful for his continual generosity to
Synagogue Emanu-El, and look forward to when he sets the
tone for our Yom Kippur worship.
Sunday, September 27th at 6:30PM.
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Watch your inbox for a link to a Junior Congregation
video for families to watch when it best fits your schedule.
Emails will be sent before Rosh Hashanah and before
Yom Kippur. We hope that the entire mishpucha
will delight in seeing familiar faces and hearing familiar
tunes - all from the comfort of your home.

Deliveries will be made to Religious School
students on Sunday, September 13th.
Each Student in K-6th grade will receive an
Animal Crossing-themed High Holiday workbook
along with a box of supplies.
Make sure to register your student
as soon as possible so that they don't miss out!!
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CEMETERY YIZKOR SERVICE
Sunday, September 27th &
Friday, October 9th
10:30AM
We will remember our loved ones at the Emanu-El Cemetery
each of these mornings at 10:30AM.
While tradition tells us to recite Yizkor on the holidays of Yom Kippur and Shmini
Atzeret themselves, this year we will say it the morning before so that we may gather
together in person to help give us comfort as we recite the liturgy.
We will gather at the cemetery and over Zoom to recite the Yizkor service and be
comforted by the words of our tradition and being in one another's presence while
engaging in this act of remembrance. Visit the High Holiday webpage for a Zoom link.
Masks and social distancing is required for all participants.

Ark Procession
Over the past few years, the ark
procession during the Neilah service has become one of the highlights of
our Yom Kippur observance. Having a few meaningful, reflective moments
in front of the ark reminds us of our closeness to God’s presence even as
the Gates of Judgement are closing.
This Yom Kippur, we will maintain this tradition by offering the
opportunity for individuals and families to have those few moments on this
holiest of days. If you are interested in participating in this year’s ark
procession please complete the form linked on the
synagogue High Holiday Page.
For questions, contact Rabbi Ravski at rabbiravski@emanu-el.com.
Please choose your preferred time frame
(1:30PM-2:00PM, 2:00PM-3:00PM,
3:00PM-4:00PM, 4:00PM-5:00PM).
Prior to the holiday you will receive a
response with a precise window of time for you to arrive as well as a
description of procedures to follow when you arrive at the synagogue.
We hope that you will join us in observing this Emanu-El tradition and meaningful holiday moment.

Shmini Atzeret- Prayer Rocks
Shmini Atzeret is a holiday with one purpose: to spend it with God in
holiness. It is an added day of prayer. In your gift bag, there will be a
smooth rock. Before the holiday, decorate it and paint it if you want and
attach a personal prayer to it. It can be the same prayer you wrote
for Shma Koleinu or a different one. Bring the completed rock to the
synagogue before Shmini Atzeret, and we will include it in our brand
new Kindness Garden, a space filled with beauty,
prayer, and kindness.
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Simchat Torah Flag

Included in your High Holiday Gift Bag is a
blank Simchat Torah coloring page.
Take a relaxing moment to color it and then send it back to the
synagogue. You can put it in the mail or email a copy to
emanu-el@emanu-el.com.
We will hang these up around the bimah to add color and joy to
our Simchat Torah celebration.
Simchat Torah Full Torah Reading
On Simchat Torah we celebrate having completed reading the whole
Torah. As our public reading of the Torah on Shabbat was disrupted
this year Emanu-El is going to read the first aliyah from every
parsha this Simchat Torah, Sunday October 11th (and maybe even a
few extra!)! If you are interested in reading a few aliyot on this day
please be in touch with Rabbi Ravski at rabbiravski@emanu-el.com.
September Tikkun Olam Opportunities:
“Snap” Your Fingers To Fight Hunger: Join Emanu-El members on September 21 @ 3 pm. in a virtual conference call with the Federal Government during which
we will advocate for protections of critical food assistance (SNAP) in the wake of
COVID-19. Currently, a rule is under review that would make access to SNAP
benefits more challenging, resulting in increasing hunger. This is a unique opportunity
to participate in the federal regulatory process and to present our support for hungry
families. Interested in participating? Contact sandrabrett1@gmail.com

High Holiday Food Drive:
Drop off box for non perishable, non expired food will be outside the synagogue from
9AM-3PMduring the month of September starting after Labor Day.
To benefit James Island Outreach and the Kosher Food Pantry.

The flowers on the
Bimah during
The High Holidays are
donated by
Sisterhood Emanu-El.

“On Rosh Hashanah it is written…
On Yom Kippur it is sealed.”
May you and yours be inscribed for
a year that brings peace, good health and
happiness.
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Synagogue Emanu-El
2020/5781 High Holiday Schedule**
Selihot/Havdalah, Saturday, September 12 th
8:15PM
“Selihot Night Live”

Click Here for program details

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Friday, September 18th
7:00PM
Ma’ariv

Candlelighting, 7:05PM
Live Streaming

Rosh Hashanah Day 1, Saturday September 19th
9:30AM
Rosh Hashanah/Shabbat Morning Service
8:00PM
Ma’ariv

Candlelighting, 8:04PM
Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Rosh Hashanah Day 2, Sunday September 20th
9:30AM
Rosh Hashanah Morning Services
8:00PM
Ma’ariv/Havdalah

Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Shabbat Shuvah, Friday, September 25th
5:00PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Services

Zoom

Shabbat Shuvah, September 26th
9:30AM
Shabbat Morning Services

Live Streaming

Erev Yom Kippur, Sunday, September 27th
10:30AM
Cemetery Yizkor Service
6:30PM
Performance w/Yuriy Bekker
6:45PM
Kol Nidre

Candlelighting 6:53PM
Emanu-El Maryville Cemetery
Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Yom Kippur, Monday, September 28th
9:30AM
Yom Kippur Morning Services
1:00PM
Ark Procession at Synagogue
5:30PM
Mincha/Neila/Ma’ariv/Havdalah
Final Shofar Blowing

Live Streaming
Click here for details & to sign up
Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Erev Sukkot Friday, October 2nd
6:45PM
Mincha/Ma’ariv

Candlelighting, 6:46PM
Live Streaming

Sukkot Day 1, Saturday, October 3rd
9:30AM
Sukkot Day 1/Shabbat Morning Services
7:45PM
Ma’ariv

Candlelighting, 7:45PM
Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Sukkot Day 2, Sunday, October 4th
9:30AM
Sukkot Day 2 Morning Services
7:45PM
Ma’ariv

Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Hol HaMoed Sukkot Interim Days
Monday-Friday, October 5th-9th
7:15AM
Shaharit/Morning Service

Sukkot Activities to be announced
Zoom

Erev Shemini Atzeret, Friday, October 9th
10:30AM
Cemetery Yizkor Service
6:30PM
Ma’ariv

Candlelighting, 6:37PM
Emanu-El Maryville Cemetery
Live Streaming

Shemini Atzeret, Saturday, October 10th
9:30AM
Shemini Atzeret and Shabbbat Morning Services
6:00 PM
Erev Simhat Torah
Ma’ariv/Hakafot

Candlelighting, 7:36PM
Live Streaming
Live Streaming

Simhat Torah, Sunday, October 11th
9:30AM
Simhat Torah Morning Services with Hakafot
5:30PM
Ma’ariv/Havdalah

Live Streaming
Live Streaming

** Please check emails and the Emanu-El Website regularly for service/program descriptions and updates.
All dates are firm, times and program content may change due to safety adaptations for Covid-19.
If technical issues arise please be patient. Thanks for your understanding. Wishing all a sweet New Year and meaningful Holiday period.

