



My message these past few weeks has been one of awakening us to the violent, 
negative, intolerant and often frightening changes happening all around us.  

Be it violent attacks on the TTC, antisemitic slogans written on walls and signs, 
firebombs thrown at a NJ synagogue or being ejected from an airplane- the world, our 
city and our neighbourhoods are changing, and not for the better. 

I have taken up enough space explaining the problem and my most recent article gave 
some advice on how to respond, but there is one other area that is harder to discuss, 
yet, it is one that we really should speak about, at least among ourselves. 

While we often see antisemitism as divinely ordained, a reawakening of an age old 
hatred, there are times that we need to see antisemitism as the unreasonable 
response to our own actions. 

We do need to realize that the world is watching us. We are commanded to be the 
moral leaders of the world. People given the responsibility from the Almighty Himself to 
lead the nations to become more united, inclusive, polite and moral.  

I believe that we truly understand this on a global scale, but I also believe that we too 
often forget how our own actions, on a personal level, are equally significant.  Are we 
careful when speaking in public to store clerks? Are we respectful when we are 
unhappy about a product or a service? Do we keep an eye on our children when they 
are interacting with others in the playground, a mall or a hotel? 

Too often, we really have to admit, we do not take care of how we act in public, 
measure our tone of voice when speaking to front line workers, make sure our children 
are not harming others or property, even in error. 

There are those who claim that we are people “of privilege” and that is not meant as a 
compliment. They are correct. We are privileged. 

However, we understand privilege differently.   



We are “privileged” to show the world how responsible, caring, kind people act 
towards each other.  Privilege does not mean that one can demand, be rude or 
demeaning to others.  

The wait staff do their best to serve and in doing so take care of their families. We do 
not need to be insulting, demanding or rude if we are unhappy with the service.  

Should we not be responsible to make sure that our children aren’t taking away the 
enjoyment of others who have the seat behind us on an airplane?  Should we not take 
into consideration the dental hygienist’s time when we come twenty minutes late for a 
twenty minute appointment? 

Of course we are not perfect. We are not expected to be. However, we are expected, 
whenever we are not perfect, to accept responsibility and apologize.  To be respectful, 
kind and understanding, even if others are not. It may not be fair, but it is the role we 
have assumed as Jews. 

People see us and expect us to treat them with the same dignity we demand of them.  
They see us and expect that we will have oversight on our children in a public area. 

You see, we clearly understand how, on a global level, we have to act correctly. What 
we too often don’t see is how our actions, our words, our behaviour towards others on 
a one to one level are at least as significant.  

Sometimes they hate us and do not want to be with us because they are antisemitic.  
However, sometimes, they are responding to how we treat them. They are mirroring 
back the negative actions that they experience us doing. 

The Jewish people are a wonderful, kind and compassionate people who do believe in 
being inclusive, understanding and accepting of others.  Sometimes we forget that and 
forget how each of us is an ambassador every time we leave our home.  

We can change the world and show, through example, how we can make the world a 
better place. By doing just that we are, step by step, unifying our world into a G-dly 
place, filled with wonderful, caring people.   

Let’s all take a few moments the next time our food takes a bit too long at the 
restaurant, the cashier forgets an item or our children are running around the Doctor’s 
waiting room; that we carry the privilege and with it, the responsibility of making the 
world a better place- one act at a time.   

We just have to remind ourselves how important we are and how our actions make a 
difference to those looking towards us and the Torah we represent to the world.


