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Introduction

We are excited to host your simcha here at the Bayit.  The rabbinic team and office staff are here to help you 
through the planning process and our maintenance staff takes great pride in ensuring that your event runs 
smoothly.

Our Bayit is a values and mission-driven synagogue. We look forward to incorporating these values into your event:
• Joy: We look forward to celebrating with you and express that by bringing music and dancing into your 

simcha at appropriate moments.
• Community: There are different ways to share your simcha with the kahal so that we can share your joy. We 

look forward to exploring them with you.
• Respect:  Respect for the building, Bayit minhagim (customs/traditions), for our staff, for our members and 

for the celebrants are core values at the Bayit.
• Tzedakah: There is no charge for clergy to officiate at your simcha or spend time assisting with the planning. 

Please consider a donation to the Discretionary Fund and/or the Simcha Fund as a way to make tzedakah a 
part of your simcha.

• Women’s Participation: There are multiple opportunities for women and girls to receive kibbudim and 
participate in tefilla. The rabbinic staff looks forward to discussing the options with you.

• Welcoming & Accessibility: Please visit thebayit.org/welcoming for resources and polices designed to make all 
your guests feel welcome at the Bayit.

Please keep the following in mind as we plan a meaningful and enjoyable simcha:
• The rabbinic team is available to consult with you and develop a vision for the religious components of your simcha. 
• Room rentals and dates are not confirmed until you complete the room rental form. 

http://www.thebayit.org/welcoming
https://www.thebayit.org/form/newbaby


Contact List

• Calendar, Room Reservations, Kiddush Sponsorships and Building Setup: Richard 
Langer, Executive Director:  richard@thebayit.org, 718-796-4730 x 104

• Ritual, Halakhah, Vision and Officiation: Shul Boxer Rieser, Clergy Liaison: 
shuli@thebayit.org 929-269-2892

• Weekly Bulletin (for Mazal Tov or sponsorship wording): Susanna Kochan, 
Communications Associate: susanna@thebayit.org, 718-796-4730 x 101

• Kibbudim at Bayit tefillot: Hillel Jaffe, Gabbai: gabbai@hir.org

mailto:richard@thebayit.org
mailto:shuli@thebayit.org
mailto:susanna@thebayit.org
mailto:gabbai@hir.org


Planning Resources

WelcomingYour Baby to the Jewish Community
Welcoming a new baby to our community is a joyous and momentous occasion. Whether you are expecting or have 
recently had a child, our rabbinic team is here to assist you with making your baby naming, brit milah, simchat bat or 
pidyon haben a meaningful experience.  Please call or email Rav Steven or Rabbanit Bracha with any questions you have 
in advance and to let them know when the baby is born.

If you are adopting a child, some practices and customs may be done differently.  Please reach out to our rabbinic staff 
who would be happy to discuss your various ceremony options.

Here are some additional resources to help you prepare:

• Brit Milah: Brit Milah Preparation Letter and Brit Milah Ceremony Guide

• Naming/Simchat Bat: Naming/Simchat Bat Preparation Letter and Naming/Simchat Bat Ceremony Guide

It is traditional to have a celebratory meal (Seudat Mitzvah) as part of the celebration. For information about renting 
space at the Bayit please contact our Executive Director Richard Langer for assistance.

See pages 9 & 10 for room rental fees.

mailto:ravsteven@thebayit.org
mailto:rabbanitbracha@thebayit.org
https://images.shulcloud.com/111/uploads/ariel/Lifecycles/New-Baby/Brit-Preparations-Letter-2018.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/111/uploads/ariel/Lifecycles/New-Baby/Brit-Ceremony-Explanation-2018.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/111/uploads/ariel/Lifecycles/New-Baby/HIR-Naming-Simchat-Bat-Preparation-Letter-2018.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/111/uploads/ariel/Lifecycles/New-Baby/HIR-Naming-and-Simhat-Bat-Ceremony-Explanation.pdf


Fees

• New Baby Celebrations (Brit Milah, Simchat Bat, Pidyon Habeyn)
• Main Sanctuary for Ceremony, 2/3’s Social Hall for Seudah:  $900
• Main Sanctuary for Ceremony, Lobby for Seduah (<50 people only): $600

• Lower Level Beit Midrash for ceremonies: Subject to availability. Pricing same as above.

• Upsherin: Up to 75 guests $600, >75 guests $900
• Haircut in the Nursing Room or Lower Level Lobby
• Social Hall or Lower Level Beit Midrash for seudah/party. 

• Security Guard
• The rate as of Fall 2023 is $70/hour with a 4-hour minimum.
• A security guard is required for 

• When there are 100 or more guests.
• All events where the front door will be unlocked. Smaller groups may request that the doors remain 

locked and distribute an entry code to visitors. 
• Doors may not be unlocked or propped open when a security guard is not present. Propping unguarded 

doors open will result in the forfeiture of your deposit. Please help us keep everyone safe.
• On Shabbat, hosts will be charged for the security guard starting at 12:30pm.



General Building Policies

• Vendors: All vendors must be pre-approved by the shul and must provide a Certificate of Insurance before working at the Bayit. Please do 
not sign contracts or give a deposit until you confirm that the vendor will be able to work in the building.  For Shabbat and Yom Tov 
events all deliveries must be made in advance.

• Alcoholic Beverages: It is the firm belief of synagogue leadership that meaningful and enjoyable religious and social events do not require 
alcoholic beverages. With limited exceptions, no alcohol may be served at Bayit functions. Alcohol may be served at private events at the 
hosts’ discretion.

• Environmental Impact: Our building recycles and composts food waste whenever possible, and the Bayit uses compostable or re-usable 
tableware whenever possible. Hosts and their vendors are encouraged to avoid single-use plastics and to follow posted guidelines for 
sorting garbage. 

• Party Favors and Decorations: Please avoid any decorations, activities or party favors that may damage the building or put an
unreasonable cleanup burden on our maintenance staff.  The use of silly string and confetti, or attaching any decorations to the walls 
and/or ceilings is prohibited. Activities that involve cooking or baking, painting, candle making etc. must be approved by the shul in 
advance.

• Safety & Security: The safety of our guests and staff is a priority. 
• Security Agent: A security guard will be posted at the Main Entrance for the duration of your event and the cost will be added to 

your bill. Smaller parties may request that we keep the doors locked and distribute an access code to their guests.
• Supervising Children & Teens: Children should be supervised and constructively engaged during your event. Children are welcome 

to use the playground only when properly supervised. Children and teens should not be playing in the elevator or using the 
stairwells as a “hang out” or play space.

• Please ensure that equipment, tables and chairs do not block the fire exits and that there is adequate space between tables and 
chairs for emergency egress.

• Vendors should consult with our facilities staff to ensure that electric equipment is plugged in to the correct outlets to spread the 
load to different circuits.

• Doors must remain locked at all times. Propping doors open is strictly prohibited.



Making a Brit on Shabbat

If your son is born on Shabbat or eight days before Yom Tov, please consult with a 
member of the rabbinic team to clarify whether the Brit Milah should take place 
on the eighth day.

Shabbat and Yom Tov around the building are busy and add some logistical challenges for your mohel, caterer and 
family/friends from outside Riverdale. Our team is here to help you have navigate these challenges and have a 
meaningful and joyful celebration. Please reach out to Richard for assistance with planning a Shabbat event that can 
include some or all of the following: Meals for out of town guests, Shalom Zachar, sponsoring kiddush in addition to or 
in lieu of a seudat mitzvah.
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