
 
IT’S HARD WORK BEING BITTER - BENJAMIN STOCK  
 

Imagine for a moment that you God appeared to you with two offers: one to be a founding father of a great 
nation, and the other to eat a bowl of lentil soup. You could only have one. Which would you take?  
 

For Esau, the son of Isaac, the offer to lead the Jewish people was not hypothetical. In fact, it was not even an 
offer. Leadership over the Jews was a right he had inherited as firstborn. And yet he still traded it away for a single 
bowl of soup. There are a few understandable reasons to barter away the possession of a nation for next to 

nothing. Perhaps Esau was afraid of the responsibility leadership would entail. Perhaps he wanted the Jews to have 
a good founding father and knew it just wasn’t him. Instead, Esau made his reasoning plain to Jacob when he asked 
for the soup: “Look, I am going to die, so of what use is this birth-right?”  
 

There are many ways, in this parsha alone, that Esau disavows himself of Jewish custom and moral philosophy. But 
this- the idea that since he is going to die, he will spend he life caring for himself4 and no one else- basically 
encompasses them all. Esau was so obsessed with the material cravings in his own life that he ceased to care about 

his own descendants or legacy. This is absolutely antithetical to Jewish philosophy, or really that of any functioning 
nation.  
 

To be Jewish is to must understand we are links in a generational chain that is larger than ourselves. It has always 
been a fundamental principle of ours to make preparations for future generations. And especially in our current 
pandemic, it has never been more important to put the good of our community above our own personal desires. 

Or at the very least, over a bowl of lentil soup.  
 
 

If you are a teen and would like to be featured in our new Teen Drash Corner, please email Bayit Youth Director, Yali 

Szulanski at yali@thebayit.org 


