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In Parshat VaYakhel (Shmot 35:27-28) it describes the donation of the nesi’im (princes) to the               
Mishkan. 

  כז  ְוַהְּנִׂשִאם  ֵהִביאּו--ֵאת ַאְבֵני ַהּׁשַֹהם, ְוֵאת ַאְבֵני ַהִּמֻּלִאים:  ָלֵאפֹוד, ְוַלחֶֹׁשן.
 כח  ְוֶאת-ַהּבֶֹׂשם, ְוֶאת-ַהָּׁשֶמן:  ְלָמאֹור--ּוְלֶׁשֶמן ַהִּמְׁשָחה, ְוִלְקטֶֹרת ַהַּסִּמים.

27 The princes brought the onyx stones, and the stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the                   

breastplate. 28 and the spice, and the oil, for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet                    

incense. 

Rashi points out that the word נשאים is written without the letter yud. It should have been written                  

  :To explain, Rashi quotes the Sifri .נשיאים

 "ּוְלִפי  ֶׁשִּנְתַעְּצלּו  ִמְּתִחָּלה ֶנְחְסָרה אֹות ִמְּׁשָמם,  ְוַהְּנִׂשִאם  ְּכִתיב"

“Since they were initially lazy, a letter was taken from their name – it is written ‘nesi’im’. ” 

The princes waited until the rest of Bnei Yisrael made their donations and planned on filling in                 
whatever else was needed. To their surprise - the people donated everything that was needed (and                
then some). There were only a few small items left to donate and that they did. 

Here’s my question: What was wrong with the princes’ actions? It seems that their decision did not                 
stem from “laziness” but rather due to their mistaken assumption that the people would not donate all                 
that was needed. In fact, the Midrash suggests that their motives were pure:  

 "ֶאָּלא ָּכְך ָאְמרּו ְנִׂשיִאים, ִיְתַנְּדבּו ִצּבּור ַמה ֶּׁשִּמְתַנְּדִבין, ּוַמה ֶּׁשְּמַחְּסִרים, ָאנּו ַמְׁשִליִמין אֹותֹו"
“The princes spoke thus: “Let the community in general contribute all they with to give and what will                  

then be lacking we shall supply.” 
The princes seemed to be fully ready to fill in what was needed. Why are they then criticized for being                    
“lazy”? Rav Simcha Zissel Brody suggests the following: the Midrash seeks to teach us that when we                 
delay an opportunity to perform a good deed, even when we think we do so for noble reasons, this is                    
often a product of laziness. What seems to be legitimate reasons to delay or abstain may be masking                  
something else. We need to be wholly honest with ourselves and examine our motivations and our                
decisions. 

There is a positive end to this story. The princes repaired their behavior - did teshuva - when it came                    
time for the inauguration of the Mishkan. There they stepped forward immediately and were the first                
to bring offerings day after day for 12 days (see Numbers 7).  

Our own wonderful Bayit community has modeled none of this “laziness”. Rather, with alacrity and               
cheerfulness, so many have rushed in to fill the fray even as needs grow greater by the day. Even                   
amidst the precariousness and uncertainty, there is much for us to be grateful for. Tomorrow, as we                 
recite Psalm 100: לתודה מזמור - a Psalm of Thanksgiving, let us take a moment to thank God for this gift                     
in our lives. 

 


