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Communal Vs. Personal 
Why is Kashrut introduced only after ten chapters of Korbanot? 
 
 Finally, in Parshat Shemini, do we get a thorough introduction to the Halachot regarding 
one of the most important and ever-relevant aspects of Jewish life: Kashrut. Since the Revelation 
at Sinai, we have gotten laws regarding all aspects of Jewish life, from civil laws to the laws of 
the Tabernacle, and yet the most we have gotten about Kashrut is two pesukim about milk and 
meat. Yet here, after the death of Nadav and Avihu, God tells Moshe and Aaron about the 
classifications of which animals are Kosher, and which are not. 
 Why? 
 Why here? Why did the Torah wait until after the death of Aaron’s sons to tell us about 
these laws? There isn’t even a verse earlier stating that these are halachic concerns to have, as 
opposed to Shemitta or Festivals, which are mentioned earlier in Shemot, even as they are not 
given a full detailed description until Parshiyot Behar and Emor, respectively. Kashrut only 
comes up here, almost as a surprise! 
 Part of why it is such a surprise is that the laws of Kashrut have almost nothing to do with 
the Mishkan. Rashi and other commentators try to make connections, but at the end of the day, 
one’s kitchen matters more to Kashrut than does the Mizbeach. And it is this lack of thematic 
continuity with the first ten Chapters of Vayikra that can help to give an answer.  
 Often, Judaism seems to have a tension between Judaism as a communal religion and 
Judaism as a personal religion. Is Judaism a communal religion, one where the emphasis is on 
sin offerings and Paschal sacrifices and going to Shul? Or is it a personal religion, one with a focus 
on loving God and personal prayer and not eating certain foods? The answer, of course, is that 
it is both, but there is a continual tension between these two poles of Jewish responsibility. 
 And so the inclusion of the laws of Kashrut here, after ten chapters describing Korbanot, 
and the roles of Kohanim, and the inauguration of the Mishkan, reinforces that tension. Lest 
one thinks that Judaism is only about what priests do, we are shown the laws of Kashrut, to 
remind us that Judaism has personal responsibilities as well. This tension is perhaps the ideal for 
Judaism, where we must work both as a community and as individuals in serving God.  


