
 בס״ד

The Order of the Torah 
What is the correct chronological order of the stories in this week’s Parsha, and why does it matter? 

 
There is a rabbinic debate about the order of the Torah, and whether the order of events 

as recorded in the Torah is chronological or not. One of the biggest disagreements happens in 
this week’s Parsha, regarding when Yitro, Moshe’s father-in-law, came to join the Children of 
Israel. The text presents this event as happening before Matan Torah, the Revelation at Mount 
Sinai. However, the details of the story seem to imply the opposite. Yitro comes to join Israel at 
Mount Sinai, not at Refidim, the previous place Israel encamped. Additionally, after Yitro 
arrives, he sees Moshe acting as judge for the people, an Moshe tells Yitro that he is interpreting 
the Torah, implying that the Torah has been given.  

So many commentators argue that Yitro only comes after the Giving of the Torah. 
However, if that is the case, why does the Torah place it beforehand? What is the Torah trying 
to teach us by telling us about Yitro before the Revelation at Sinai? 

To answer this question, it is critical to remember how Jewish tradition sees Yitro. Yitro, 
according to the rabbis, is not simply Moshe’s father-in-law; rather, Yitro actually converts to 
Judaism. In doing so, he becomes one of the paragons of converts in Judaism.  

So why did the Torah find it important to tell us this before the Revelation? Perhaps this 
is to remind us that the Torah which we were given at Sinai is not only for biological descendants 
of Jacob. Rather, even Yitro, a priest of Midian, had as much claim to the Torah as any Jew. If 
we only saw Yitro after Matan Torah, we would have thought his connection to Torah was lesser 
than other Jews. But this is not the case. 

As we celebrate Matan Torah in this week’s Torah reading, we must remember that the 
Torah is not exclusive to a number of Jews. The Torah is all of our inheritance, both those born 
Jewish and those who converted; those who were born observant and those who came to Judaism 
later in life. The Torah belongs to all of us, and it cannot be withheld from any of us.  


