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A  Year of Reflection 
Why do we know when the Mishkan was inaugurated? 

At the end of this double parsha, Vayakhel-Pekudei, the Mishkan, the Sanctuary that has 
been the focus of our last few Parshiyot. And the Torah tells us the date of its completion; God 
actually commands Moshe regarding the date: 

ֵֽד׃""ב ְּיֹום־ַהֹחֶֹ֥דׁש ָהִראׁש   כ ַ ן ֹאֶֹ֥הל מֹוע  ִקִ֕ים ֶאת־ִמׁשְּ  ֹון ב ְֶּאָחָ֣ד ַלֹחֶֹ֑דׁש ת ָ

“On the first day of the first month you shall set up the Tabernacle of the Tent of 
Meeting.” 

This date has meaning not just as the first day of the Biblical year, but as the first day of 
our redemption from Egypt. In Parshat Bo, we read: 

ֹּ֤אֶמר ה ֹ֑ים ִראׁשֹֹ֥ון הו ֙א ’ "ַוי ֹ ֶּ֛ה ָלֶכ ם ֹרָ֣אׁש ֳחָדׁשִ ַר ִים ל אֹמֵֽר׃ ַהֹחֶֹ֧דׁש ַהז ֶ ֶאֵֽל־ַאֲהֹרֹ֔ן ב ְֶּאֶֹ֥רץ ִמצְּ ָ֣ה וְּ ֶאל־ֹמׁשֶ
נֵָֽה׃" ָ ׁש  י ַהׁש   ָלֶכֹ֔ם לְָּחדְּ

“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of the year for you.” 

We interpret this conversation to have happened on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, which is why 
we will read it this Shabbat, the Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Nissan. 

It is not coincidental that the Mishkan is dedicated on this day. Imagine being an Israelite 
on that day, following such a momentous year. One year ago, you were a slave in Egypt, after 9 
plagues, never believing that Pharaoh would change his mind. Now you are free, having seen 
miracle after miracle, the Splitting of the Sea, the Revelation at Sinai. You have also experienced 
lows: being attacked by Amalek, the sin of the Golden Calf. But after all that, you are here: a 
people free from slavery, serving God, and building a place of holiness on Earth, as you move 
closer to the Promised Land. The point of inaugurating the Mishkan on this day is to remind the 
Israelites how far they have come. 

I mention this because this week was the one year anniversary (on the Secular calendar) 
of our community shutting down due to Covid-19. This is no small date. It is worth remembering 
all that has happened in the last year: those we lost, and what we sacrificed. We cannot hug 
loved ones; we cannot gather as we used to. 

But it is also worth remembering what our sacrifices achieved. Those lives we saved due 
to staying at home. The amazing work of front-line staff. The incredible effort in creating three 
different vaccines within a year. 

As we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, God willing, may we not forget what we 
went through. Despite the difficulties that this year has brought, may we come together to 
celebrate in person soon.  

 


