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WEEKDAY TIMES:  
To join us in person for tefillah visit 

www.thebayit.org/form/tefillah1213 
to complete the health screening 
and sign up. To join via Zoom visit: 
zoom.us/j/6136133700 
 

Shacharit:  

 Sun, Fri: 8:30am 

 Mon, Thu: 6:40am, 7:50am* 

 Tue, Wed: 6:30am, 7:50am* 
 

Mincha/Maariv:  

 Sun - Thu: 4:20pm 
 

Daf Yomi Sun and Legal Holidays: 
7:30am, Mon - Fri 8:15am, Motzaei 
Shabbat: 45 minutes after Havdalah. 

Contact office@thebayit.org for 
Zoom info.   

 

*7:50am Weekday Tefillah is on 
Zoom only.  

Parashat Miketz 
 Candlelighting: 4:12pm 

 Mincha: 4:02pm* 

 Shacharit: 7:00am, 8:00am, 
9:45am (2)  

 Sof Zman Kriat Shema: 9:34am 

 Zman Tefillah: 10:21am 

 Mincha: 4:05pm 

 Havdalah: 5:15pm 
 

*Livestreamed via Zoom until  
Shabbat begins. 
zoom.us/j/6136133700 

THIS SHABBAT  @ THE BAYIT 
 

Shabbat Tefillah Registration: Visit www.thebayit.org/form/shabbat1219 by noon Friday 

to sign up for this Shabbat and for next Shabbat go to www.thebayit.org/form/shabbat1226 
starting at 10:00am on Sunday. 
 

Zoom Kabbalat Shabbat w/Reb Elli: 3:20pm: zoom.us/j/6136133703.  

 

Torah reading in the Stone Chumash begins on page 222.  Haftorah begins on page 1143.  

 To listen before Shabbat visit www.thebayit.org/miqqeits 

 A page guide for tefillah and Torah reading for most commonly used siddurim and   
chumashim is available by clicking here. 

 
 

Teen Tefillah: See page 4 for details! Sign up now at www.thebayit.org/event/teentefillah 
 

Tot Shabbat: To maintain social distancing we are limiting sign up to 17 families per  
session. Register at www.thebayit.org/event/totshabbat.  
 

Motzaei Shabbat Havdalah & Melave Malkah: 5:30pm.  zoom.us/j/6136133703  

NEXT SHABBAT:  
Parashat Vayigash 

 

 Candlelighting: 4:16pm 

 Mincha: 3:56pm 

 Shacharit: 7:00am, 8:00am, 

9:45am (2) 

 Mincha: 4:05pm 
 Havdalah: 5:19pm 

Please consider adding a special  

prayer to the silent Amidah for 
Coronavirus.  

Click here for complete text. 

Youth Dep’t  - Page 4 Social Action Committee Devar Torah - page 5 

Book Discussion Group - Page 3 Kislev Pushka Project - Page 6 

THIS MOTZAEI SHABBAT, DECEMBER 19TH | 8:00PM  
 ZOOM.US/J/6136133703 

 

Avoiding Food Waste: Boost Nutrition, Save $$, and Help the Planet: A Workshop and 

Conversation with Bayit Community Member, Alisa Eilenberg  
 

Save the date: Saturday, December 26: The Soviet Jewry Movement: Historical Overview and 

Personal Reflections with Glenn Richter - longtime activist and partner of Rav Avi. 

WELCOME VIRTUAL MEMBERS! 

A silver lining of these long months of being physically distant is that our remote learning, 
classes, events and tefillot have connected us to new faces and reconnected us with old 
friends.  
 

We are excited to welcome the eleven households who joined our Bayit this week as 
“Virtual Members.” The Virtual Membership* is geared towards those who have connected 

or reconnected with our Bayit primarily through our online presence these past 9 months.  
 

Our Virtual Members reside in Brooklyn, Manhattan and the Bronx, as well as Rochester, 

Seattle, Stamford and Teaneck.  
 

To learn more, see our flyer on page 6 or visit www.thebayit.org/form/virtual 
 

*Associate & Virtual Memberships are open to those who are full members at another synagogue. It is not a  

substitute for full membership. Membership at the Bayit, with all the privileges and responsibilities it entails, is open 

to all those who wish to engage fully in our community. If our published dues are beyond your current means 

please reach out to our Executive Director, Richard Langer (richard@thebayit.org, 732-626-5902) or a member of 

the Rabbinic team.  

Condolences to: Sharon (Marson) Black on the loss of her mother, Enid Black. Wishes of 

condolence for Sharon are welcome via email at sblack@saracademy.org and via phone 
at 917-971-2326.  
 

NEXT FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25TH - FAST OF 10 TEVET  
Asarah B’Tevet (10th of Tevet), is a fast day commemorating the start of the Babylonian 

siege of Jerusalem which ultimately resulted in the destruction of the First Temple. It is the 
only fast day that can take place on Erev Shabbat. The combination of Friday, Legal Holiday 
and Fast Day creates a unique schedule:   
 

Fast Begins: 5:50am | Shacharit: 8:30am | Mincha: 3:56pm 
Shabbat Begins: 4:16pm | Fast Ends: 5:19pm 

New Wednesday morning class 

with Rabbanit Bracha starting  
January 6th 

 

See page 7 for details. 
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WEEKLY CLASSES @THE BAYIT 
MONDAY TUESDAY 

Intermediate Talmud:  
Avodah Zara 
10:30am  Rav Ezra 
zoom.us/j/470341910 
 
Halacha Chabura:  
Hilchot Aveylut (Mourning) 
11:30am  Burt Nusbacher 
zoom.us/j/470341910 

Living Lessons on the Torah 
10:00am  Rav Avi 
zoom.us/j/470341910 
 

The Book of Daniel 
11:15am  Rav Ezra  
zoom.us/j/470341910 
 
Foundations of Judaism  
7:45pm  Rabbanit Bracha 
To register email rabbanitbracha@thebayit.org 
 

Rav Medan on Sefer Bereishit 
8:30pm  Rav Steven 
zoom.us/j/6136133703 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

Sefer Yehoshua: Entering the Land  
*in Hebrew*  
9:15am  Rabbanit Bracha 
zoom.us/j/470341910 
 
Starting January 6th: The Great Partnership 
- Science, Religion and the Search for 
Meaning (details on page 7) 

11:30am  Rabbanit Bracha 
zoom.us/j/470341910 

Book of Isaiah 
10:00am  Rav Steven -  zoom.us/j/470341910 
 
Learning Service 
6:30pm  Livya Tinestit-Weiss 
zoom.us/j/6136133702 
 

Niggun Circle 
8:00pm  Rabbanit Bracha 
zoom.us/j/6136133700 

DAF YOMI 
BREATH BODY MIND 

WORKSHOP 
OPEN SPACE / 
 PROCESSING 

Monday-Friday: 8:15AM | Sundays/Legal 
Holidays: 7:30am | Saturday Night 45 
minutes after havdalah 
Eli Oberstein, Rabbi David Schwartz, Dov Weinstock 

zoom.us/j/6136133702 

Monday-Thursday ·   
1:00PM 
Shira Gordon 
zoom.us/j/6136133700 

 

Monday · 8:30PM 
Community-Led 
zoom.us/j/6136133702 
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THE  BAYIT  BULLET IN  

Contact Us: 
 

Steven Exler, Senior Rabbi: 
ravsteven@thebayit.org/ 917-494-3380 

Ezra Seligsohn, Associate Rabbi: 
ravezra@thebayit.org/ 610-405-5725 

Bracha Jaffe, Associate Rabba: 
rabbanitbracha@thebayit.org/ 443-983-5083 

Sara Hurwitz, Rabba: 
rabbasara@thebayit.org/  646-337-4047 

Avi Weiss, Rabbi in Residence: 
ravavi@thebayit.org/ 929-269-2892 

Phone: 718-796-4730  
 

 
Richard Langer, Executive Director: 
richard@thebayit.org/ 732-626-5902 

Bryan Cordova, Facilities Manager: 
bryan@thebayit.org/ 914-809-0203 
Yali Weiss, Youth Director 

yali@thebayit.org/ 845-418-2781 
 
 
 

Email:  office@thebayit.org 
 

 
Phyllis Newsome, Bookkeeper: 
phyllis@thebayit.org/ 201-503-4923 

Yael Oshinsky, Program Associate: 
yael@thebayit.org/ 201-503-5562 

Shuli Boxer Rieser, Assistant to R’ Weiss: 
shuli@thebayit.org/ 929-269-2892 

Most of our staff is now working remotely. Please use the numbers listed below to contact them. If you call the main line, and leave 
a message it will automatically be sent to the intended recipient.  IMPORTANT:  We can only respond to your call if you leave a  

message with your name, phone number and the reason for your call! Your patience is greatly appreciated. 

SOCIAL WORKER @ THE BAYIT - TAYLOR BRITVAN, LMSW 

Taylor is available to the HIR community through the Partners in Caring (PIC) program facilitated by The Jewish Board and funded 
by UJA-Federation of New York. She can be reached at tbritvan@jbfcs.org or by phone at 516-524-2951. Taylor works in 
Riverdale at the Beatman Center on most Mondays and Tuesdays. She is passionate about destigmatizing and normalizing mental 

health issues, and she is eager to expand the Bayit's programming to service our members' needs. Please contact her directly to 
share ideas, for more information, or to schedule an appointment.   

Breath, Body Mind Workshop w/Shira Gordon: Mon. - 
Thu. 1:00 - 1:45pm  zoom.us/j/6136133702    

Breath-Body-Mind (BBM) classes consist of gentle movement 
and breathing practices to relieve anxiety and depression and 
calm the nervous system. Classes meet via Zoom Monday - 

Thursday 1:00-1:45pm with Shira Gordon, RN, MS MPH.  
 

NIGGUN CIRCLE  

Niggun Circle meets every Thursday evening at 8:00pm. Join us 
for  spiritual songs and uplifting melodies as we prepare for 
Shabbat. w/Rabbanit Bracha  zoom.us/j/6136133700 

ABRAHAM & SARAH'S TENT: DEDICATED IN 
MEMORY OF HENRY & GOLDIE GUTTMAN z"l & 

SPONSORED BY JOE GUTTMAN z”l  
 

The tent continues to operate by delivering meals instead of 

gathering together in the Bayit.  Thank you to all of the  
volunteers who are making weekly deliveries.  
 

The cost of individually packaged meals is substantially higher 

than our usual weekly expense. Please consider co-sponsoring a 
week at www.thebayit.org/tent to support this program.  

ONLINE WEEKLY PARASHA RECORDINGS 

Visit our website for audio recordings of the entire Torah,  
arranged by Parasha and Aliyah featuring our exceptional Ba’al 
Keriah, Bernie Horowitz. The site also includes a guide to each 

trop (cantillation note) and to the Hebrew pronunciation.  
www.thebayit.org/parasha 

Donations to the Sefarim fund will be used to 

purchase the books we need as determined by 
the rabbinic team and gabbaim. Donors will be 
recognized with a thank you in the second  

bulletin of every month and a dedication 
label in the book when it is purchased. To 
 donate visit our website at  

www.thebayit.org/sefarim.  

Book Discussion Group:  Parenting Without Fear by Paul J. Donahue, Ph.D. | Sundays December 20, 27 @ 8:00pm 

Join two community mental health experts: Dr. Michelle Jasper-Brody and Dr. Hillary Lewin Tuvia for a book discussion group 
about Dr. Donahue's book "Parenting Without Fear." 
The 'perfect parenting' expectations imposed on you by the media, society, your family, and your community can seem impossible 

to live up to and only make you more fearful and anxious.  
Paul Donahue, Ph.D. has uncovered the most common fears that prevent you from being the effective, loving, and successful parent 
you want to be. zoom.us/j/6136133703   

ZOOM PASSWORD: All Zoom meetings require a  
password that was distributed by email. New users - please 

email office@thebayit.org to request the password.  
Note: No password required for dial-in access. 

Upcoming online Zoom support space for those  

wishing to connect and process this experience  
together.  
8:30pm - 9:15pm: zoom.us/j/6136133702 or dial-in audio  

at 646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 613 613 3702  

 Monday, December 21st, facilitated by Dr. Barbara 
Gochberg 

SAVE THE DATE: MOTZAEI SHABBAT NAME TAG 

MIXER • JANUARY 9TH • 8PM 
Throughout this pandemic we've seen each other on the 
street, not always recognizing who it is behind the mask. 

We've also gotten a chance to see other members of our 
community over Zoom, but not to sit and have a conversation 
like we do in shul! 

Join us over Zoom on Motzaei Shabbat Parshat Shemot for a 
virtual version of Name Tag Shabbat including breakout 
rooms for fun activities. More details TBA.  
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TOT SHABBAT 11:30am - Signups limited to first 17 families. www.thebayit.org/event/totshabbat. 

YOUTH DEPARTMENT PROGRAMMING & RESOURCES 

PLAYGROUND TIME 

Despite the cold weather, families are welcome to use the Bayit playground during daylight hours. 
Email office@thebayit.org for the code to unlock the gate and your planned time of use. If multiple 
families request the same time, we will ask you to shift your plans to maintain physical distancing. 

TEEN TEFILLAH – now meeting at the Bayit! 
Our first few weeks of Teen Tefillah have been well received  There is plenty of space for more teens 

to join us for a spirited, but safe, davening. Tefillah begins at 10:30am.  
Signup at www.thebayit.org/event/teentefillah.  

TEEN DRASH CORNER 
By Benji Stock 
 

What is the difference between loving your spouse and loving your favorite movie? Think about it. Are the principles not similar? 

Both are chosen from among myriads of their peers for a simple reason: you enjoy them more. They satisfy you with their pres-
ence. They give you sensory fulfillment. Why do we love them differently? 
Because a human relationship goes both ways. A movie cannot make demands of you. It is utterly selfless; it does nothing but give, 

and you do nothing but receive. A spousal or familial relationship, on the other hand, demands a certain amount of selflessness. If 
anything, the litmus test of a solid human relationship is just how magnanimous we are willing to be for our partner. 
In this week’s Haftorah, we bear witness to one of the greatest such litmus tests of all time. Two women come before King Solo-

mon. Both of them are seeking custody of the same baby, whom they both believe came from their womb. Solomon does not 
know which woman the baby belongs to, but he has a plan to find out. He proposes to cut the baby in half and give the pieces to 
both women. One woman accepts Solomon’s terms, but the other one is horrified. She forfeits ownership of the baby that it may 

live. Solomon knows that this is the woman who gave birth to the baby. Only the mother of a child would love it enough to let it 
go. 
On one hand, to love a person means to care for them and support them. On the other hand, we have a very human impulse only 

to love people who gratify us in return. When we love a person, be it a spouse, a parent or a child, we’re going to want things 
from them. There is no shame in this. But without the willingness to give selflessly to our partner, the question is this: what is the 
difference between loving them and loving your favorite movie?  
 

If you are a teen and would like to be featured in our new Teen Drash Corner, please email Bayit Youth Director, Yali Szulanski at 
yali@thebayit.org 

Volunteer for the Youth Department and win big! The Youth Department is looking for a variety of parent volunteers for 

event prep, events, Teen Tefillah, and many other ways to help. Volunteer for 25 hours between now and Purim, and win a  
generous gift card to one of our local partners. Email yali@thebayit.org to start volunteering today!  

THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR CHANUKAH PROGRAMS HAPPEN!  
 

Thank you to everyone who came to celebrate Chanukah with us across all of our  
PirZoomei Nissa events. Thank you to Yael Oshinsky, Bryan Cordova, and the full 

Rabbinic Team for making our Chanukah events run seamlessly and beautifully. Thank 
you to David Glazer for gracing us with song and ruach. Thank you to Dunkin’  
Donuts Skyview for their continued partnership. Thank you to our volunteers who 
made craft bags and helped out at the events: Aviva Braun-Finkler, Annie and Violet 

Hoffnung, Jessica Loeser, Zoey Weiss. 
 
All remaining donuts were donated to FDNY Station 52. 
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CONSIDER BECOMING A BAYIT SHOPPING BUDDY OR CALLER 
 

 

 Shopping Buddies: We want to continue to discourage "extra" errand running and continue to provide shopping buddies, 

especially to our immediate neighbors. You can be paired up with someone in your building or geographic proximity. 

 Callers: We want to continue to check-in on those in our community who have been isolated at home for such a long time 
and continue to offer an opportunity for callers to connect with other members in the community and reduce loneliness. 

We need more volunteers! 
If you can help, or want to learn more, please email shiragordon25@gmail.com  

REMINDER FROM THE RIVERDALE MIKVAH 

In order for us to properly maintain the safety and health of the Mikvah, as well as follow our screening protocols, we require  
Mikvah appointments 24 hours in advance. Appointments can be made via the website https://www.riverdalemikvah.com/. When 
appointments are full on the online system, please email theriverdalemikvah@gmail.com, and we will work to accommodate all 

requests made 24 hours in advance. Please know you can always email us, in addition to calling, to discuss any specific needs/
requests/or questions. Please do your best to make appointments, when possible, a few days in advance.  This has been happening 
less regularly of late, and we want to remind you to keep trying to schedule your appointment in advance to enable all mikvah use 

to run smoothly for everyone.  Thank you!  

END OF YEAR GIVING @ THE BAYIT 
 

As we head into the final weeks of 2020, we recognize that while for some members there has been a significant income  
disruption due to the shutdown, other households have maintained their income and benefited from the record highs in the 
financial markets. These dramatically different effects of the pandemic hopefully inspire each of us to adjust our giving to match 

our circumstances.  
 

If needed, please do not hesitate to reach out to our Executive Director, Richard Langer (richard@thebayit.org), to request a 

dues abatement for 2021. For those who are able to do so, we encourage you to make an additional donation of $750 (equal to 
a single membership) or $1,500 (equal to a family membership) to balance the lower giving capacity of members who are  
struggling right now. 
 

REMINDERS: The Bayit accepts gifts of appreciated securities. With stock indices at record highs now might be the right time to 
consult your financial advisor about the potential benefits. Please reach out to Richard Langer for more details. For households 

that have Donor Advised Funds this is a good time to make sure you have met your distribution requirements for 2020. 
 

Thank you to those who have already responded with an additional gift. We thank everyone for giving as generously as their current  

situation allows! 

BAYIT SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE - POTS UPDATE 
The Bayit in The Bronx: Winter Hunger and Homelessness Emergency 

 

As the pandemic continues, food insecurity in the Bronx continues as well. Winter 
makes everything harder for our truly needy neighbors. Our partner, POTS, 

needs your help to feed the hungry and shelter the homeless near us. 
The Bayit continues to step up.  
A recent Bar Mitzvah of a community member demonstrated the generosity and 

open-heartedness of even our younger members: 
 

"I chose to give a portion of my bar mitzvah gifts to POTS because my family and I have more than enough food, but the 

people who go to POTS don't have enough. Since we have so much, it seems only fair that we give to the people who don't. 
It's good to start off my first year as an adult doing mitzvot so I can continue to do good throughout my adulthood. I hope 

that other people from the Bayit will also donate because POTS is a non-profit organization, which means they do things for 

the sake of being good and not expecting rewards. That's very selfless, and we should be selfless also."  
 

Click here to give to POTS, and remember to write in HIR so we can track your gift. 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE DEVAR TORAH:   

Our celebration of Chanukah highlights a tension within Judaism between focusing on deliverance via G-d and focusing on what 
humans can accomplish via free will. The poem “day nine” by Pinny Bulman articulates the danger of reliance on deus ex machina in 
meeting the social justice and existential challenges of today. Click here to read. 
 

To sign up to share a social action oriented Dvar Torah with the community in future weeks, please sign up on our Social Action 

Committee's spreadsheet with your name and email.  

UPDATED GUIDE TO COMBATING LONELINESS ON SHABBAT AND YOM TOV: The winter months bring new 

challenges to those in our community who are struggling with feelings of loneliness and isolation due to social distancing.  
 

Please click here to read our updated guide with ideas and tips for managing a little better. Whether you are struggling yourself or 

looking for ways to help family  members, friends or neighbors, we hope you find this useful. 
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Indoor Tefillah @ the Bayit 

As we head into the colder months, our practice of having indoor tefillah during inclement weather likely means that we will be 
having tefillah indoors more often than not. Our Bayit remains committed to conducting all tefillot in the safest manner possible. In 
addition to our requirements for physical distancing and mask wearing, we have made adjustments to our HVAC with new, higher 

grade filters and adjusted the system to bring in fresh, outside air with each cycle. To take full advantage of these adjustments we 
ask that only Bayit staff and gabbaim open or close windows and doors so that one set of adjustments to direct air flow is not  
undone by another set of adjustments with unanticipated consequences. Thank you for your cooperation. 

THE BAYIT 
The Hebrew Institute of Riverdale – The Bayit – is an open Orthodox synagogue serving the entire Jewish community by warmly embracing all 

Jews, regardless of affiliation, commitment, orientation or background. It is affectionately known as the "Bayit," which is a home – a place of love 
and welcome. We are known nationally for bringing spirituality into the synagogue; activism on behalf of the oppressed; youth and teen 

engagement; learning programs; and work on behalf of the elderly, the homebound, and those with developmental and physical challenges.  

If these words resonate with you, if our Bayit has touched your life, then please join our growing membership. 

BUSINESS ADVERTISING IN THE BAYIT BULLETIN -  
Promote your business to Bayit bulletin readers in the first  
bulletin of every month. Contact the office at 718-796-4730 or 

office@thebayit.org for more information. HIR's posting of any 
advertisement is not an endorsement of the advertiser, or of 
the product or service offered. 

KISLEV PUSHKA PROJECT - FINAL REPORT! 

Thank you to all those who made the 4th and final Sunday in Kislev the best collection yet!  
Still have a pushka at home? Reach out to pushka@thebayit.org to arrange pickup. Throughout the remainder of December and all 
of January and February until Purim (February 26) we will come to your home, lobby, or driveway for a masked, socially distant 

pickup. 
 

Thank you to those who dropped off just over $500 in folding money and 15,035 pennies, 3,532 nickels, 5,241 dimes,  

2,830 quarters, 2 1/2 dollars, and 3 dollars in loose change during the month! 
These 26,643 coins weighed over 183 pounds! Thank you to Rabbi Moshe Edelman and Nancy Stern Scholem for gathering and schlepping! 

DONATE BOOKS FOR RIKERS ISLAND PRISONERS 
 

Rikers Island is home to one of the largest urban jail complexes in the United States. Bayit member Rav Gabriel Kretzmer-Seed is a 
chaplain there, counseling and offering solace and wisdom to detainees of all faiths. Education and self-improvement options at 

Rikers are limited. We can increase their options by providing prisoners with books, preferably with Jewish themes [siddurim,  
chumashim, and other basic texts], and of Jewish general interest, in English, would be most appreciated. We have set up boxes in 
the driveway for any books you might want to donate. 
 

Bring your books to the Bayit today! You will find boxes at the bottom of the driveway.  
 

Thank you from Rabbi Gabe to all those who have donated over 20 cartons of books so far! 

STARTING JANUARY 6TH! 

Wednesday mornings at 11:30am 
with Rabbanit Bracha 
 

"The Great Partnership - Science, 

Religion, and the Search for 

Meaning" 
 

Discussions of articles in this 

book by Rabbi Lord Jonathan 

Sacks z"l.  
 

In English  

mailto:pushka@thebayit.org


Beyond the bayit - community announcements 

KINNERET DAY SCHOOL VIRTUAL PARLOR MEETING: December 20 at 7:30pm. RSVP at  

forms.gle/FcqyTAUPcWBus9gR7. Take a virtual tour, meet with key members of Kinneret Day School’s administration and current 
parents and students. Learn what makes the Kinneret experience special.  

SAR ACADEMY INFORMATION SESSIONS: Open your world to a school where your child's unique spirit and talents are 

respected, valued, and nurtured. Our open architecture promotes open thinking, boundless energy, and a warm inclusivity. We 
cultivate in our children the understanding that Torah informs who we are in all of our interactions, and how we carry ourselves in 
the world. Join us at an information session for prospective parents to learn about our Early Learning Center, Lower School, and 

Middle School: January 7. Register at saradmissions.org/infosession. For questions: call (718) 548-1717 x1251 or email  
admissions@saracademy.org. 

WESTCHESTER TORAH ACADEMY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE for parents of children entering a three's program 

through 8th grade. Join us on December 22nd at 7:45 pm.  Meet with administrators and current parents to learn why so many 
families are choosing WTA! RSVP: www.westchesterta.org/openhouse Questions?  
admissions@westchesterta.org or 914-712-6497 Ext. 308 

LEFFELL SCHOOL PROGRAM FOR LANGUAGE-BASED LEARNING DISABILITIES (PALS): If you are looking for 

an integrated and specialized opportunity for students with language-based learning disabilities within a vibrant Jewish day school, 
look no further than The Leffell School in Westchester. Contact Lisa Mendler at lmendler@leffellschool.org for more information. 

DOE'S GRAB & GO PROGRAM RETURNS 

The City is firmly committed to providing food to New Yorkers in need including distribution of Kosher meals. Meals are being 
distributed from 3pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday at P.S. 24 The Spyuten Duyvil School, 660 West 236th Street, Bronx, NY 10463. 
There will be meal service available on the following dates from 12pm - 3pm:  11/27, 12/24, 12/28-31. 

There will be no meal service available on the following legal holidays: 11/26, 12/25, and 1/1. 
For more info: www.schools.nyc.gov/freemeals 
As always, anyone in need of food can get more information or sign up for the emergency food delivery program by calling 311 or 

visiting nyc.gov/getfood  

Yachad Membership 2020-2021: 

Have you registered for membership for this year? If not, make sure to head over to Yachad.org/login to login to your account and 
apply for membership. The process takes just a few minutes and is FREE of charge this year! 
Membership will include access to local in-person programming, as well as Yachad On Demand’s daily virtual programs. Please note 

that there may be a fee for specific activities in your area. More details will be provided prior to registration for those events. 
If you have any questions or need help logging into your account, email us at nyyachad@ou.org! 

WESTCHESTER DAY SCHOOL: Join Westchester Day School (2's-8th grade) for an Informational Session on Monday even-

ing December 21st, 8-9pm and meet the WDS Administration. To RSVP, please contact Ellen Goldschmidt 
at egoldschmidt@westchesterday.org  

COAT DRIVE @ BCF: Donate new or gently used coats, scarves, gloves and bicycles now through December 22nd. Organized 

by Bronx Christian Fellowship. Drop off at 1015 E Gun Hill Rd, Bronx, NY 10469. Email pt@bfcathedral.org or call 718-231-1033 
for more information. 

Women’s Initiative for Jewish Studies (WIJS) at Young Israel of New Rochelle is proud to present Dr. Ellie Schainker on 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 @ 8:00 pm (ET) on Zoom.  Dr. Schainker will be the third speaker in this year's monthly scholarly 
programming offered by WIJS at YINR. She will speak on the subject “Epidemics, Agunot and Mass Media: Debates on Reforming 
Judaism in Tsarist Russia.” All WIJS programming is free and open to women and men.  Please visit www.yinr.org/wijs to view the 

complete WIJS 2020-21 schedule.  For more information or to be added to the WIJS email list, please call 914-636-2215 or 
email: wijs@yinr.org. For Zoom information, please email: wijs@yinr.org  

JOSEPH KUSHNER HEBREW ACADEMY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE: Learn about Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy at 

a virtual open house, Tuesday, Dec 22nd at 8pm. Take a virtual tour of our state-of-the-art campus, meet administrators, and learn 
more about our educational program. Hear about the up to $50,000 moving incentive for tuition, shul fees and more when moving 
to the surrounding area. Click here to register (https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZcrduyorD0tGNHxW8B6_xUdfrBZK3uvqaim)  
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From the Riverdale-Y: 
 

Sunday Market Selections 

New for this year, the Riverdale Y Sunday Market is organizing a preorder/pickup service for our customers during the winter 
months. We understand that people want fresh food throughout the year, and we appreciate that you want to continue buying that 
food from your favorite vendors at the Market. For a full list of vendors and information on the pre-order process, please vis-

it www.RiverdaleY.org/sundaymarket. 
 

Senior Meals 

Our community’s seniors need your support! The Riverdale Y is preparing and delivering free, hot, kosher meals to seniors in our 
community! Please visit www.RiverdaleY.org/seniormeals and donate generously. If you'd like to donate your time, you can help 
volunteer by reaching out to volunteers@riverdaley.org. 
 

KCI Food Pantry 
 

The KCI Food Pantry provides fresh Kosher food delivery to anyone in need in the community. The economic downturn has  
affected many people, and the Met Council and UJA Federation of New York are helping the community get these food resources 
to help. Please call (646) 647-1380 or email kcifoodpantry@gmail.com. All requests are confidential, and all food is delivered to 

your door. 
 

Israeli Cuisine @ Home: Moroccan Fish 

Join Israeli Emissary, Shani Aslan, for this fun and delicious cooking series, as she brings traditional and modern Israeli cuisine into 
your own home. This event is co-sponsored with the Y of Washington Heights and will take place the third Tuesday of each 
month, unless otherwise noted. For registration details, and a full list of ingredients you will need to prepare the Morrocan Fish, 
please visit www.RiverdaleY.org/moroccanfish. 

Beyond the bayit - community announcements 

BATYA’S PICK PURPLE CLOTHING DRIVE will pick up from your home at no charge! They accept clothing, clothing 

accessories, shoes, towels and linen in wearable/usable condition! Schedule your pickup today! Email info@pickpurple.org, 
call 201-47-PURPLE (201-477-8775) or visit them online at www.pickpurple.org. Tax deductible receipts available upon request.  
All proceeds benefit Batya Girls Inc—an empowering network for Jewish teenage girls. Batya is designed to empower teens to 

discover a deeper sense of self, a genuine appreciation for their heritage, and meaningful relationships and direction! Learn more at  
batyagirls.org. 

MEET THE MASTERS - A series of on-line encounters, with some of the world's leading film and television creators, hosted by 

The Maaleh Film School. Meeting #3 will take place on December 20th, 11am (EST) and will include: 11am Watch "The Beekeeper" 
and at 1pm Director Mano Khalil in conversation with director and CEO of The Jerusalem Filmmakers Guild Benjamin  
Freidenberg. The meetings will be held monthly and are free to the public. To register: www.maale.co.il/en/masters  
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