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  August 7, 2017                                                                                 16 Av, 5777 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

As this is my first letter to the community as president, I wanted to first say how 
excited I am to undertake this new role. I am looking forward to working with you in 
pursuing the Bayit’s mission of building an open, welcoming and warm community. 
  
The Gemara in Masechet Taanit offers a fascinating perspective on Yom Kippur.  The 
Mishna on page 26b states that there were no days more joyous for Israel than the 
15th of Av and Yom Kippur for on those days the daughters of Israel would dress in 
borrowed white clothes and go out and seek their life partners.  The Mishna notes 
that all participants borrowed the clothes worn that day so as not to embarrass 
anyone who might not have; the Gemara adds that the entire society, all social, 
economic and religious groups, engaged in this practice.  According to this Gemara, 
Yom Kippur and teshuva are not just about personal self-improvement, but about acts 
of collective chesed to ensure a vibrant Jewish future.  
  
In that spirit, I write to you to encourage your support of our annual Kol Nidre 
Appeal.  The Bayit’s extensive programming and services, such as our weekly open 
Friday night meal and our High Holiday free services, bring to life the type of 
collective chesed that the Gemara tells us Yom Kippur is really all about.   
 

This is one of our most important fundraisers of the year.  Whether you celebrate the 
High Holidays with us or elsewhere, we ask that you help us meet our goal of raising 
$150,000 for Yom Kippur 5778.  It would be meaningful, especially given the teaching 
above, if we could achieve 100% participation in this effort. If we all come together in 
this way, we will be able to maintain and improve our Bayit.  Please complete the 
appeal pledge form below and return it in the enclosed envelope with your payment. 
You can also contribute online at www.thebayit.org/kolnidre. 
 
Daniel Feit, President 

Kol Nidre Appeal 5777 – Pledge Form 

 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ Phone: _________________ 

 

Circle amount: $25,000       $15,000      $10,000      $5,000      $3,600      $2,500     $1,800      

 

$1000         $750           $500           $250         $180         $118        $100      $54 Other:_____  

 

Check enclosed _____Please bill me _____ Credit card authorization attached_____ 

 

Would you like your pledge to be acknowledged in the Kol Nidre booklet? YES ___ NO ____ 

      

IN HONOR OF:____________________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF:__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://www.thebayit.org/kolnidre

