
KI TISA כי תישא 

 
PARSHA QUESTIONS: 

1. What was the half-shekel donation used for? 

2. Today, we customarily give THREE half-shekels (or the host country's currency) 

before Purim? Why three? 

3. What was the kiyor, or washing basin for the Kohanim, made from? 

4. The "shemen hamishcha," anointing oil, was used for kohanim (priests) & kings.  

What else is it used for? 

5. What is the connection between the building of the Mishkan and Shabbat? 

BONUS: how did our sages learn this? 

6. What was miraculous about the Luchot? 

7. Who did NOT worship the Golden Calf? 

8. What was the one difference between the 1st & 2nd set of Luchot? 

9. What day did Moshe descend with 2nd Luchot? What was special about descending 

on that day? 

BONUS: How many times did Moshe ascend to Har Sinai for 40 days? Can you figure 

out the timeline?  

10. Extra Credit:We often comment that "Yom Ha-Kippurim" can mean, "a day like 

Purim."  Can you think of any connections between them? 

 

ANSWERS: 

1. The communal offerings 

2. Because the word "Teruma - donation" is used 3 times in this section (30:13,14,15). 

3. The mirrors of the righteous women in Egypt. 

4. Annointing Moshiach. 

5. The various “labors” used to create the Mishkan form the "39 categories of activity" 

forbidden on Shabbat (39 melachot) 

6. The letters could be seen on both sides; and the circular letters (ס  &  ם) were 

suspended in mid-air & the circular inside did not fall out! 

7. The tribe of Levi. The Midrash adds that the women did not contribute their gold! 

8. Moshe, and not Hashem, carved the stone for the 2nd Luchot himself. 

9. Yom Kippur 

10. All answers to: rabbanitbracha@thebayit.org ! 

mailto:rabbanitbracha@thebayit.org
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FOR YOUR SHABBAT TABLE 

If I asked you to “rate” the Luchot (the Tablets), which would rate higher: the first set of                  
Luchot or the second set of Luchot? 

Perhaps it is the first set - after all, it was written by God. On the “holiness” scale, it would                    
probably rate higher. And it was by the first set of Luchot that Rashi comments:  

ֶאָחד ְּבֵלב ֶאָחד ְּכִאיׁש ישראל. שם ויחן Israel encamped there: as one man with one               
mind 

Perhaps it is the second set: true - Moshe wrote them but it is the one that remained                  
whole as an everlasting covenant between us and God. 

 
Rav Kook compares this distinction between the Luchot to a Talmudic discussion in             
Tractate Zevachim 90b. The Gemara asks the following question: if we have before us two               
activities, one of which is holier (mekudash), but the second is more prevalent (tadir),              
which one should we perform first? The Sages concluded that the more prevalent activity              
takes precedence over the holier one, and should be discharged first.  

Why does the more common event take precedence? This is in recognition that we live in                
an imperfect world. We are naturally more receptive to and influenced by a lesser, more               
sustainable sanctity. In the future, however, the higher, transitory holiness will come first.             
Rav Kook explains that Bnei Yisrael simply could not sustain this exceptional level of              
holiness. There is the ideal and then there is the real. 
 
I would suggest another thought, sparked by the wonderful community activity and caring             
shown this week at our Bayit.  
 
When God created the first set of Luchot, it was all God’s handiwork. God wrote it, God                 
handed it to the Israelites on a silver platter. God was active, Bnei Yisrael were passive.  
 
When do we feel bought in? When we have an active role to play as well. The first set of                    
Luchot was handed down from above. The second set of Luchot was created as a pact                
between God and us that created a long lasting connection between us. 
 
This week has brought an overflowing abundance of care and concern. WhatsApp groups             
multiplied by the day and there was a constant stream of requests as more volunteers               
asked to join the groups running errands, shopping, offering creative ideas for            
quarantined families, phone check ins and so much more!  
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One woman put it so beautifully: “My husband and I joined HIR because we loved the                
ideals and values that this community holds dear. But we never dreamed that we would be                
on the receiving end so quickly and we are so touched and moved by the caring and love                  
that we have felt.” Yes - there were tears when she said that. 
 
Sustainable holiness happened when Bnei Yisrael became an active participant in the            
connection with God. Our community has stepped up in a similar way, creating a network               
of kinship and caring that binds us together with warmth and strength. 

 
Shabbat Shalom!  


