
Laws Regarding Building a Sukkah and Eating in a Sukkah 5783-2022

Right after the high of Yom Kippur we begin to devote our energy to the construction of a kosher sukkah.  We
construct this dwelling which becomes a home for the week, and try our utmost to do our basic daily activities –
eating, work/studying, social time, and sleeping – in the sukkah.  All this time is a ful�llment of the Biblical
commandment of dwelling in the sukkah: “in sukkot you shall dwell for seven days; every citizen of Israel shall
dwell in sukkot” (Lev. 23:42).  In addition to the sukkah being a comfortable place like a home for the week, it is
also a sacred place, and we try to refrain from bringing undigni�ed things into our sukkah and strive to be our
best selves under its sheltering canopy.

The following are a short selection of the laws of sukkot that are most relevant to the practical construction of a
kosher sukkah and the mitzvah of eating in the sukkah. The kashrut of your sukkah is of great importance for
the successful ful�llment of this central commandment of the holiday.  If you have any further questions, please
contact Rav Steven, Rabbanit Bracha or Rav Ezra anytime.  We are available for “site visits” via FaceTime or in
person as needed.

Building a Sukkah

Site Selection

● The sukkah's sekhakh covering must be the only thing between you and the sky above.  Therefore, tree
cover (at any height) above the sukkah renders the portions underneath the tree un�t for sitting under at
best, and under many circumstances renders the entire sukkah not kosher.  This refers to trees with
branches directly above the sukkah – shade cast by a tree not directly above the sukkah is not a problem.

Walls

● Ideally a sukkah should have four whole walls with a doorway in one of them.
● Walls can be made of any material (although see below for what sekhakh must rest on).
● Walls must come to within 3 tefachim (9.4 in.) of the ground.
● Walls must be attached tightly to the frame in such a way that they neither billow, sag, nor sway in the

wind.  A minimal amount of this can rarely be prevented and does not render the walls un�t.

Minimal Walls:

● Note: two measurements are used here for a tefach, 3.1 in. and 4 in.  This allows us to be strict on both
sides and be sure to ful�ll the mitzvah requirements, especially when relying on non-standard practices
for this year.
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● Minimally a sukkah needs to have two complete walls and a partial third.  If the two complete walls are
adjoining, the third wall must be adjoining them and at least 4 tefachim (16 in.).  In this case, the missing
outline of the sukkah must be completed with a tzurat petah (please consult a member of the rabbinic
team as to how this is constructed). If the two walls are facing, the third wall must be adjoining one and
be at least 7 tefachim (28 in.).  Beyond this the laws are complex - feel free to ask if you cannot meet these
wall criteria.

● There is also a Halachik concept of lavud and gud asik which allow for a very open-walled Sukkah as we
explained in previous years. For a detailed explanation of these concepts click here.
For a detailed guide to minimal walls, lavud, and constructing open-walled sukkot, click here.

Sekhakh

● Sekhakh must meet these three criteria:
1) Natural grown-from-the-ground material
2) Detached from the ground
3) Not “processed” in such a way that makes it susceptible to ritual impurity.
 Because even �at surfaces made of these materials are susceptible to ritual impurity when

designated for sitting or lying on, reed mats and the like are only usable if they were made to be
used as sekhakh and not for sitting.

● Things upon which sekhakh rests also need to be kosher as sekhakh.  This means sekhakh should not rest
directly on metal or plastic or the like (which would not be kosher sekhakh because, for example, they are
not natural grown-from-the-ground materials), but may rest on such things via an intermediate surface
which is kosher for sekhakh (like �at wooden cross beams <9.4 in. wide (otherwise they are not kosher as
sekhakh since they are too much like permanent roof materials laid over the plastic or metal walls).

● Sekhakh should not be secured in any way by things which are not kosher as sekhakh.  This means
sekhakh should not be tied (except with kosher-as-sekhakh ties) or nailed to cross beams, but should just
rest on top.  Some people put more wooden cross beams on top of the sekhakh - please exercise extreme
caution in doing this - wind can blow even wooden beams o� your sukkah and they can be a serious
danger to people passing by or below.

 Note: if the sukkah can stand in normally windy conditions, but would likely fall under unusually windy
conditions, materials which are not kosher as sekhakh can be used for additional support (for example
some people secure sekhakh with ties at the corners of the sukkah - even if those ties would not be kosher
as sekhakh, if they would secure the sukkah under exceptionally windy conditions but the sukkah would
stand without them under normally windy conditions, they can be added.  It is preferred to add them in
places under which people will not sit)

● The sekhakh must produce more shade than sunlight coming into the sukkah, and these proportions
should hold anywhere in the sukkah.

_________________________________________________________________________
The Bayit •  The Laws and Customs of Sukkot • 5783/2022 • p.2

https://images.shulcloud.com/111/uploads/.Clergy-Docs/HIR-Chagim-Resources/HIR-5782-2021-2022-Chagim-Resources/Sukkot-Halachik-Guidelines-5782-2021.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/111/uploads/LavudSukkot5781OTS-final.pdf


● The sekhakh should allow sight of the stars at night, but where that is impossible, as long as sun rays come
in during the daytime it is acceptable.  Heavy rains (although we hope they won't come!) should also be
able to penetrate the sukkah.

Decorations

● It is a mitzvah to decorate the sukkah with things which enhance its beauty
● Decorations hanging from the ceiling cannot be larger than 4x4 tefahim (12.5 in x 12.5 in) AND hang

more than 3 tefahim (9.4 in) from the sekhakh AND be pasul (invalid) as sekhakh.  It is only problematic
if it has all three of these disquali�ers.  In that case, it may be prohibited to sit under but not disqualify
the sukkah - feel free to ask.  If possible, it is preferable not to hang anything down to below 3 tefahim
(9.4 in) from the sekhakh, even if it is smaller than 4x4 tefahim (12.5 in x 12.5 in).

Notes on Eating in the Sukkah in the Rain (and the �rst night 10/9)

One who is uncomfortable eating in the sukkah for physical (and some psychological) reasons is exempt from
being in the sukkah.  One common case of this discomfort is rain.  If it rains and the rain comes into the sukkah,
as soon as it is steady (the kind that would drip onto and ruin a cooked dish) and causes some discomfort, one is
exempt from the requirement to be in the sukkah and should go inside.  If one is sleeping out, any amount of
rain generates the exemption from the sukkah and one should go inside.
The common practice is not to extend this rain exemption to the �rst night, however, where there is a positive
obligation to eat bread in the sukkah (as opposed to the normal conditional obligation that if one is eating, one
must eat in the sukkah).  In that case, if it is raining heavily, one should wait a little while (not so long that it
disrupts the joy of the holiday - with children this may be a very short time) to see if the rain subsides.  If not, one
should make Kiddush in the sukkah, not recite the blessing of leishev basukkah, make hamotzi, eat a piece of
bread, and �nish the meal inside.  If the rain stops, one should �nish the meal in the sukkah.

What Kind of Foods Must Be Eaten in the Sukkah?

● While there are many people who are careful to eat all their meals in a sukkah, the type of foods that have
the strictest obligation to eat in a sukkah are those which have the following blessings:

- Borei Pri HaGafen: on wine or grape juice
- HaMotzi: on bread, pita or challah made of the �ve main grains
- Mezonot: pasta, crackers, cookies and cakes made of the �ve main grains.

● When eating foods with the following blessings, one is technically exempt from eating in a sukkah:
- Ha’etz: fruits
- Ha’adamah: vegetables, legumes, quinoa, rice cakes (according to some)
- Shehakol: most drinks, eggs, dairy products, �sh, chicken, meat
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Instructions for Shaking the Lulav & Etrog

● The mitzvah of Arba Minim must be performed holding all of the species with the stem towards the
ground.  The blessing(s) should be recited before the mitzvah is commenced. Therefore, before reciting
the blessing, the etrog is held upside down in the left hand (with the pitom facing down and the stem
facing up). The lulav, hadasim and aravot are held in the right hand. The blessing is recited and then the
etrog is turned to the upright position (with pitom up). One then shakes the 4 Species together.
Note: on the �rst day that one makes the blessing on the 4 Species, a Shehechiyanu is recited as well.

● Ashkenazi practice for shaking the lulav is as follows: one faces east and moves the four species back and
forth three times, preferably while shaking the leaves. One then repeats this (in a clockwise direction)
shaking three times towards the south, west, north, up and down.

● An individual reciting Hallel at home shakes the lulav at (�rst) Hodu one time, at Yomar Na Yisrael one
time, then two times at Ana Hashem Hoshi’ah Na and then two times at the ending Hodu. The leader in
shul does that as well. The congregants shake their lulavim each time they respond with Hodu (four
times)  and Ana Hashem (twice), and then two times at the ending Hodu.

● For lefties, the lulav is held in the left hand and the etrog in the right hand.

Kiddushat Shevi’it: Special Laws for Shemitah

This year (5783) is the eighth year of the Shemitah cycle, also known as Shevi’it. Therefore, the fruits that
are picked in Israel are from the seventh year and contain Kedushat Shevi’it (holiness of the Shemitah year).
In order for the farmer to be allowed to pass on these fruits, the transactions are handled by a religious court
known as the Otzar Beit Din. The arba minim that are available to us in Riverdale are all from Israel and
bought through the Otzar Beit Din. We therefore have a unique opportunity to take part in the mitzvah of
Shemitah!

Since the etrog is edible, the laws of Kedushat Shevi’it are applicable. Although there are Halachik opinions that
suggest that the lulav and hadasim may also have kesuhat shvi’it, we follow the ruling that they do not apply
nowadays. Therefore these special laws only apply to the etrog. In fact, the etrogim are a gift this year and the
payment is for the lulav, hadasim, and aravot only.

How does that a�ect us?

- Etrog leftovers that are un�t to be eaten by people or animals may be wrapped up and thrown away in the
regular garbage.

- Etrog leftovers that are still �t to be eaten by people or animals must be set aside in a separate bag,
container, or receptacle and only afterward be thrown in the regular garbage can once they have dried out
or rotted on their own.

Please be in touch with any questions.  Chag Sameach!
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