
YESOD SUNDAYS  9:30-11:45 AM
AGES 4.5-5

Yesod means “foundation.”  These are the years to
form the building blocks for future Jewish living and 
identi�cation.  There are �ve principle areas of study:

TORAH  |   Jewish Learning
Students actively study Torah through a variety of approaches and 
experiences, exploring primary Jewish texts, mitzvot and Jewish values 
that guide Jewish life, and the signi�cance of the Land of Israel.

IVRIT  |   Hebrew Language
Students enter an active Hebrew environment in the classroom with 
engaging lessons designed to encourage reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening skills. As reading skills improve with each successive grade level, 
more emphasis is placed on prayer Hebrew. We also have a daily Ulpan 
(language lab) in order to provide individual attention to students in need 
of remediation (e.g., starting the program in the middle) or enrichment 
(e.g., transferring from a Jewish day school).

CHUGIM  |   Special Activities
These are the ways that ECLC students learn about, experience, and celebrate 
the Jewish holidays, including art, dance, and cooking. Chugim happen both 
in the classroom with the teacher and with outside specialists.

SHIRAH  |   Community Celebration (Literally, “Singing”)
For holidays, special occasions, and monthly assemblies, students and sta� 
come together as a community to share Jewish values, traditions, stories, 
and a lot of spirited singing. Parents are always welcome to join in the Yesod 
Shirah, which happens in the last half hour on Sundays (11:15-11:45 AM).

TEFILAH  |   Prayer
Students participate in prayer each week on Tuesdays from 5:45-6:15 PM. 
There they learn the primary prayers of the Shabbat morning service, 
as well as important aspects of the meaning of the prayers. 

KINDERGARTEN

Valley Beth Shalom’s Etz Chaim Learning Center (VBS ECLC) is committed to a vision of
“doing Judaism” in a warm, welcoming community led by inspiring and creative teachers.
We provide positive experiences in Torah, holidays, Hebrew, Israel, Tikkun Olam, and prayer
in order to cultivate passionate, life-long learners. We root our students’ Jewish identities at VBS, 
providing them with a foundation for connecting to the Jewish community and the world at large.

The ECLC has one primary goal: Teaching our students to 
“be Jewish.”  We approach this sacred endeavor through 
an active and inclusive learning environment, warm 
and inspiring teachers and partnership with parents. 

Being Jewish is not merely what we are, but how we 
are. Judaism provides us with a dynamic view of life, 
infusing everything with meaning and connecting each 
of us with a sense of being a part of something much 
bigger than ourselves alone. It encourages a joyful 
manner of living, it fosters an enduring commitment 
to prayer and study (Te�lah and Torah), and it promotes 
a sensitivity and respect for others and the world, 
leading to the desire to take responsibility for each other 
and ourselves (Chevra and Gemilut Chasadim).  
This Jewish view of life directs our attitudes and 
behavior, ultimately guiding us to become self knowing, 
productive, and good human.

Now accepting applications. Please contact VBS ECLC Director Keri Loventhal at

(818) 788-3584  •  etzchaim@vbs.org or visit vbs.org/eclc
15739 Ventura Boulevard, Encino, CA 91436

Supplementary Jewish
Education for Grades K-7


