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Dear VBS Community,

The leadership of Valley Beth Shalom is excited to announce that the
renovation of the Niznick Sanctuary has begun. This next phase of our building
project will see floor-to-ceiling improvements to the Niznick Sanctuary, Glaser
Hall, and the primary hallway of the synagogue building, to be known as the
“Jack & Rita Sinder Atrium.” The project is expected to be completed by early
2024.

In this most recent phase of our building campaign, the generosity of new and
repeat donors have together contributed more than $6 million for these
projects. We are so grateful to these leaders who are helping VBS create a
contemporary, warm, and accessible worship space and event venue, with
cutting-edge audio and visual systems, more comfortable seating, and a
welcoming atmosphere.

Valley Beth Shalom is committed to being a vibrant center of Jewish life in the
San Fernando Valley for generations to come. Accordingly, we have been on a
journey to reimagine our communal and sacred spaces. We have celebrated
the opening of our marvelous Levine Community Center Gym, Rosen Library,
Sinder Entrance Plaza, Reznik Parking Lot, Schulweis Chapel and the Lainer
Beit Midrash. Each of these spaces are used and enjoyed by thousands of
people every week.

While we are thrilled about these beautiful updated spaces, this next phase will
mean that the Niznick Sanctuary and Glaser Hall will still be under construction
during the High Holidays this year, and will not be available for
use. Nonetheless, please know that all of our High Holiday services will
take place on the VBS campus, and there will be plenty of seating for all
of our members and guests. This change will only last for one High Holiday
season. In the coming weeks, you will receive more information about
membership renewal and High Holiday seating. Your continued membership
and support of our community is crucial.
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For many years, we have dreamt of the moment we would be able to
announce the renovation of our most sacred spaces. This is a moment in
which we can all rejoice and feel pride! We are creating a warm, beautiful place
where we will celebrate our most personal smachot (occasions) and share our
joyful holiday observances. Jewish life and learning will flourish here at VBS for
generations. We look forward to celebrating High Holidays 2023/5784 with you
in every corner of our synagogue campus.

The Bible teaches us that Ezra rebuilt the Holy Temple of Jerusalem. But he
did not build it quickly. It took time and effort and a great deal of faith. When
completed, that Temple ushered in an age when Judaism flourished and the
People of Israel thrived. We pray that our rebuilding project brings us the same
blessings. We thank you for your support and your patience as we build Valley
Beth Shalom for the next generation.

Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Nolan Lebovitz
Rabbi Ed Feinstein
Cantor Jacqueline Rafii
Matthew Weintraub, Executive Director
Ilene Berman, VBS President
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