
 

 

  
January 11 – 10:30 AM 

Daytime Book Group 
Book is:  THE FOUR WINDS BY KRISTIN 
HANNAH 
Movies are: PASSING & THE 
UNFORGIVABLE (Both on Netflix) 
 
January 12 – 7:30 – 9:00 PM 

The Braid Theater Series 
(Sisterhood is a Co-Sponsor!) 
"Sweet Tea & the Southern Jew" 
The first of a 3-part theater series 
Join Rabbi Ed Feinstein for these funny and 
poignant stories about what it means to be a Jew in 
the American South. 

To register and for VBS discount info: 
https://www.vbs.org/event/the-braid-
theater-series3.html 
 
January 13 – 7PM 

Tu B’shvat Seder on ZOOM 
Led by Cantor Toby Schwartz 
Register at:  
https://www.vbs.org/event/tu-bshvat-
seder-online.html 
 
January 18 – 7:30 PM 

Wine and Wisdom on ZOOM 
With Rabbi Ed Feinstein 
Register at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81731677104 
 
January 23 – all day 

VBS Mitzvah Day 
Register and more information: 
https://www.vbs.org/mitzvah-day-2022 
 

February 2- 7PM Evening Book Group 

Book is: THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB 
BY RICHARD OSMAN   
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B’Yachad: Staying Connected 

 
Featured Member 

of the Month 
 

Debbie Alden 
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Month At A Glance 

 
Debbie Alden is a dynamite woman with many talents! 
She is from Madison, Wisconsin and is married to Eric 

Alden, a native of Israel. They have been married for 31 

years and have two boys –  

Jonathan (who made Aliyah to Israel in 2021) and Ron.   

 
Debbie and Eric started with VBS when Jonathan was 

six months old in Mommy and Me classes.  Her boys 

grew up at VBS with Hebrew School and USY. 

 
Debbie has worked in retail most of her adult life, 

working at Audrey’s at Skirball and then Shalom House 

in Woodland Hills.  Debbie also was involved in her 

boy’s schools and was PTA President.  

 
Debbie’s hobbies include playing Maj Jongg, traveling, 

and volunteering at VBS.  Debbie and Eric have hosted 

Israelis after their army service and feels it taught her 

boys about the broader Jewish community.   

Debbie’s strong interest in Jewish life and Israel has led 
her to Melton classes and online lectures about the global 

Jewish community. 

 

We are blessed to have Debbie Alden as part of our VBS 

Sisterhood community and welcome her as our incoming 

President of VBS Sisterhood. 

https://www.vbs.org/event/the-braid-theater-series3.html
https://www.vbs.org/event/the-braid-theater-series3.html
https://www.vbs.org/event/tu-bshvat-seder-online.html
https://www.vbs.org/event/tu-bshvat-seder-online.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81731677104
https://www.vbs.org/mitzvah-day-2022
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  President’s Message 
Deborah Goldberger 

Sisterhood President 

 

 
 

 

New beginnings! 2022!  
 

As Jews, we are lucky to have two times in a year to dust ourselves off 
and start anew—Rosh Hashanah and the American calendar New Year 
on January 1. Both are times of celebration and of renewal and 
reflection. Who are we, who do we want to be, where do we want to be, 
what drives us, who do we want to share our time with, and how do we 
live and thrive are all questions we ask ourselves at these new 
beginnings.  At our last Wine and Wisdom, Rabbi Feinstein shared Victor 
Frankl’s philosophy that helps answer many of these questions, 
 

  “If you have a WHY (purpose), you can find a HOW.”  
 

Our VBS Sisterhood provides opportunities to find and explore your 
WHY and HOW through collecting of experiences, connecting with 
others, and sharing of ourselves.  
Now as we start 2022, my term as your President is about to end and 
our Sisterhood faces a new, exciting beginning.  
Wishing everyone a very healthy new year filled with purpose, 
resilience, love, connections and faith.  
 

 

Deborah Goldberger 
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LATKE VODKA 2021 
A HUGE SUCCESS !! 

In person, over 80 Sisterhood members enjoyed food, vodka drinks, 

and entertainment! SO MUCH FUN!!! 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 

Update on former VBS Sisterhood Presidents!  
This month’s feature: 

 
Alice Greenfield 

VBS Sisterhood President 1976-1978 

 
Born in Chicago, Alice Greenfield moved to California in 1958, one year after her marriage to her 

beloved husband, Les (z’l). Blessed with 3 sons, Michael, Larry and Jonny, her family now includes 6 
grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. 

 
Alice’s adult Jewish journey began in 1966 when she joined the VBS Sisterhood.  She cherishes all the 

days and years she learned, laughed and worked with wonderful women who were so committed to 
strengthening their families and their synagogue community. 

 
Along with many others, Alice also spent many volunteer hours working on behalf of Camp Ramah, 
Los Angeles Hebrew High School, the University of Judaism, Jewish National Fund, Israel Bonds, 

and as a Vice President of the VBS Board of Directors. 
 

After her term as Sisterhood President, Alice, became President of the Pacific Southwest Branch 
(Region) of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, and served Women’s League as a national 
trainer and consultant for many years. After her involvement with Women’s League, Alice began to 

work professionally in the Jewish community.  For 26 years she was a full-time consultant to 58 
synagogues who were part of the Pacific Southwest Region of United Synagogue.  And part-time, she 

became the West Coast Coordinator of the Foundation for Masorti Judaism in Israel.  Alice is now 
retired from both positions. 
 

Currently Alice is serving a third and final year as Chair of the VBS Board of Trustees.  She remains 
an engaged student of Judaism and history, a passionate supporter of Israel, and is forever grateful for 

the supportive and inspirational community at Valley Beth Shalom. 
 
We are so blessed to have Alice Greenfield as one of our Past Presidents of VBS Sisterhood and are 

honored to be featuring her this month. 
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Editor’s Corner 
 

Happy 2022! We hope you had a wonderful winter break and are staying healthy.  
Sisterhood is back in gear planning events on Zoom and will be planning in-person 

events once it is safe to do so.  Stay well! 

 

Bonnie Duboff 

VBS SISTERHOOD 

SUPPORTS TORAH FUND 
By Joyce Goldman, Torah Fund Chair 

 
We can all be a part of ensuring the future of our Conservative movement with your support of the Torah Fund 

project of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, Sisterhood’s parent organization. As we at VBS are 

experiencing first-hand the selection of a new Senior Rabbi, we are realizing how critical it is to support the 

education of future Rabbis, Cantors and Jewish Educators - the Jewish leaders of tomorrow at: 

 

 

Zeigler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles 

Jewish Theological Seminary in New York 

Schechter Institutes in Jerusalem 

Seminario Rabbinico Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Zacharias Frankel Rabbinical College in Potsdam, Germany 

 
New donors at the Benefactor level of $180 or higher will receive a beautiful pin designed by our own 

local artist, Eytan Brandes.  The theme is ‘B’Yachad’, which means ‘Together’ in Hebrew.  If you 

were a Benefactor last year, campaign name and pin remain the same. 
 

Checks MUST be made payable to “Torah Fund” and mailed to: 
Joyce Goldman 

13366 Meadow Wood Lane 
Granada Hills, CA 91344 

Credit card payments MUST be made by clicking on the link below, which connects to the Women’s 
League website: 

https://inspired.jtsa.edu/torahfund 

When you are asked for the name of your Sisterhood must enter:  VALLEY BETH SHALOM, the City, 
State is ENCINO, CA.  Zip Code is 91436. 

Please notify Joyce if you make an online donation 

Any questions or need assistance? Contact Joyce at (818) 360-5944 or jgoldman@socal.rr.com 

Thank you in advance for your support of this important project 
 

http://www.jtsa.edu/torah-fund
mailto:jgoldman@socal.rr.com
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News from…. 

Women’s League 
Engaging Enriching and Empowering Jewish Women 

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism 

 
Women’s League is encouraging its members to take advantage of 

learning opportunities here in North America and in Israel! Listed 

below are the organizations and links on how to sign up: 

 

Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies 
Offering enrichment zoom mini-courses and workshops 

 

https://schechter.edu/community-learning/ 

 

 

American Jewish University  

B’Yachad Together, Spirited by AJU  
Continues to deliver original content for everyone 

 

https://learning.aju.edu/ 

 

 

American Jewish University 

Whizin Center for Continuing Education 
Same classes and learning opportunities you love, with a new and 

improved look! Register for a class! 

 

https://learning.aju.edu/classes/ 

 
 

 
 

https://schechter.edu/community-learning/
https://learning.aju.edu/
https://learning.aju.edu/classes/
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ISRAEL UPDATE 

By VBS Sisterhood Israel Chair 

Alyse Golden Berkley 

Shalom Y’All!  I would like to provide you with a few updates on Israel: 
 

As a result of the pandemic, Israel has closed her borders to countries labeled ‘red;’ 
meaning, they are on a COVID-19 no-fly list.  Israel has since removed the majority 
of African nations, Italy, Ireland and more, but the U.S., U.K. and Canada 

remain.  Israelis returning from red countries are required to be quarantined for a full 
seven days, including taking two PCR tests - one on the first day and one on day 
seven.  
 

Israel's cabinet has just approved a blueprint to build some 7,300 additional housing 
units over the next 5 years, on the strategic plateau in the Golan Heights.  Israel 

captured this area from Syria in the 1967 war,  and it has always been believed that 
any country that desires a real peace with Israel understands that this area can never 
to returned.  These new homes will further secure Israel’s hold on the territory. 
 

There has been a recent outbreak of the H1N1 Bird flu in the north in Sharon, Gilboa, 
and the Golan Heights, resulting in the destruction of tens of millions of eggs and 

about six hundred thousand hens. Those centers have been isolated, and additional 
farms in the area are being monitored.  Due to an expected shortage of eggs, 100 
million eggs are being delivered to Israel. 
 

If you are concerned about Alzheimer’s, a recent Israeli study has shown that 
the ADHD drug, Atomoxetine, can help increase levels of norepinephrine in the brain, 

thereby helping to slow the progression of the disease.  Please consult your physician 
before you start taking your kid’s meds! 
 

Kibbutz Yotvata known for its world-famous chocolate milk, is also home to the Israel-
based firm, Doral. This award-winning company has been granted a NIS 3.3 million 

grant for a first-of-its-kind project: generating green hydrogen for use in industrial 
infrastructures such as transportation systems and industrial plants. Doral will use the 
technology of H2Pro, a start-up of reseachers from the Technion-Israel Institute of 

Technology, to focus on splitting water molecules into hydrogen and oxygen. The 
technology is safe, cheap, has a 95% efficiency rate, and has already won Shell's New 
Energy Challenge in 2020.   What makes this so unique is that green hydrogen can be 

stored for an exceptionally long period.  
 

I know we haven’t been ‘Home’ for 2 years now, yet I believe that Israel will be fully 

open in the spring.  Please look out for the Jewish National Fund’s Sunshine Mission 
to Israel, a two-week trip for active adults 55 and older.  In the interim, the JNF will 
soon start up its fabulous virtual tours.  If you would like to join a virtual tour, 

please feel free to contact me at:  BerkleyLaw@aol.com.  L’hitraot! 
 

https://www.jpost.com/health-and-wellness/coronavirus/israel-names-seven-more-countries-red-full-list-688833
https://www.jpost.com/health-science/technion-researchers-develop-eco-friendly-hydrogen-production-technology-601783
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/israeli-startup-h2pro-wins-shells-energy-competition-654018
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/israeli-startup-h2pro-wins-shells-energy-competition-654018
mailto:BerkleyLaw@aol.com
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Wishing you all a very Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

Birthday Blast 

January 

Date       Member Name    
          

Wishing you all a very Happy Birthday! 
 

1/11/11/1       Carole Shadrow 
1/3       Lisa Kohn 

1/4/1      Daphne Subar 
1/7       Kim Schall 
1/8       Rheba Goldman 
1/9       Marcia Volpert 

Bonnie Smigel-Derin 
Helaine Cohen 

 1/10       Amy Krivis 
 1/11       Sima Moss 

 1/13       Elaine Rayman 
 1/15       Ellen Blumenfeld  
 1/19       Lynne Feldman 
        Claudia Wenger 
 1/20       Carol Gaspar 

 1/21       Martha Spector 
 1/23       Shirley Belinfante 
        Jeri Cohen 
 1/24       Judith Rosen 

        Annette Sarver 
 1/25       Julie Blumberg 
 1/26       Sandra Kussin 
        Marcie Howard 

 1/27       Faith Cookler 
 1/30       Jenni Glancy 
 1/31       Sara Leon 
 

1       
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President:  Deborah Goldberger* 

 
Vice-President:  Debbie Alden* 

 

Programming:  Claudia Wenger* 

    

 
   Eileen Kramer* 

    

 
   Wendy Perlmutter* 

    

 
Treasurer:  Ilona Stein* 

 
Financial Secretary: Fern Popick Wallach 

(check deposit)  
      

 
Communications/: Bonnie Duboff*  

Gazette    

 
Membership:  Greta Cohen Goldstein* 

    

Member Jane Blitz 

Relations   

 
    
 
    

    
    

 
     

    

 

 

Torah Fund/  Joyce Goldman* 

Women’s League:   

    

 
Tikun Olam:  open position  

        

 
Honey  Carole Shadrow 

Sales:    

    

 

Book groups:  Day: Arlene Zicklin 

     

 
   Day: Joyce Goldman  

     

 
   Eve: Lisa Saliman  

    
 

  

Israel News:  Alyse Golden Berkley 
   

 

 

 

 

* = Executive Board 
    

 

 

Have feedback on Sisterhood or ideas for an event? Want to get more involved?  
Interested in joining the Sisterhood Board? Comments on this Newsletter? 

Email us at sisterhoodrsvp@vbsds.org with your comments and suggestions! 

 

Meet our Sisterhood Board 2021-2022 
 

Please RSVP or ask questions about events to sisterhoodrsvp@vbsds.org 
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