

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Friday, February 17, 2017             
 כא שבט תשע"ז
Shacharis                    7:00  AM 
Candle Lighting         5:15  PM 
Mincha                        5:20  PM 
Tzeis      5:55  PM 
Shaila of the Week 
 
 

Saturday, February 18, 2017    
 כב שבט תשע"ז
No Chevra Mishnayos 
Shacharis                      8:45 AM 
Sof Zman K”S            9:28 AM 
 

Kiddush Following Davening  

Mincha                        5:05  PM  
  

Seudah Shelishis 
 
Maariv after the conclusion 
of the Rabbi’s shiur 
 
Shabbos Ends              6:25 PM 
 

Sunday-Monday 2/19-2/20 
Shacharis      8:30 AM 
 
Tuesday-Friday 2/21-2/24 
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 

 
Parent Child Learning 

The Batya Levine Weiner Z”L 
Parent Child Learning at Shomrei 
Torah will begin at 6:40 PM, with 
waffles, syrup, and ice cream cake 
served at approximately 7:00 PM, 
sponsored by the Hersh family.  

 

 
 
Shiurim this week at the 

Young Israel of Fair Lawn 
Chevra Mishnayos 
 Shabbos         8:00  AM 
Iyun Chabura - Sanhedrin 
 Wednesday Night    8:15  PM 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman 
 Motzei Shabbos       8:00  PM 

 
Weekly Iyun Chabura 

We will continue our weekly Iyun 
Chabura learning Maseches 
Sanhedrin on Wednesday nights 
starting at 8:15 pm, followed by 
maariv at approximately 9:00. If 
you are interested in participating, 
sponsoring ($54) and/or need help 
finding a chavrusa please email 
YIFL.Chabura@gmail.com.  
 

Bonei Olam Event 
Please join us on February 18th to 
help make miracles! You will be 
entertained by MODI (Comedian), 
enjoy a lavish buffet, and hear all 
about the amazing ways that Bonei 
Olam helps childless couples 
experiencing infertility. Funds 
raised at this event will go directly 
to helping Bergen County residents 
in their struggle to conceive. Be a 
part of this incredible cause and 
help your neighbor’s dreams come 
true! 
 

Shaleshudes Setup/Cleanup  
Setup (after kiddush): M-Z 
Cleanup (after maariv): A-L 

 

 

Women’s Paint Night! 
YIFL Sisterhood will be hosting 
Abbey Walin of Not2shabby for a 
fun night of art. All participants 
will be taught to paint their own 
glass serving pieces that they can 
take home with them. The event 
will take place in the YIFL social 
hall starting at 8pm on Motzai 
Shabbat, March 4. Dinner will be 
served and the cost of the event is 
$25. To sign up go to 
https://www.yifl.org/form/paint 
 

Mishloach Manos 
Flyer is out for our annual 
Mishloach Manot Program. To 
sign up visit the shul website or 
click on the link below 
https://www.yifl.org/form/purim 

 
Rabbi Lebowitz Purim Shiur 

We are excited to announce that 
Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz from North 
Woodmere will be delivering a 
Pre-Purim Shiur again this year at 
the Young Israel on Sunday 
evening, March 12. More details to 
follow.  

 
Amazon Smile 

Designate YIFL as your Amazon 
Smile charity. Then shop at 
smile.amazon.com. You get the 
same great prices and YIFL 
benefits, too. Search for National 
Council of Young Israel (Fair 
Lawn, NJ). 
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Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Parashat Yitro: The Power of 
“Ayin” 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Parashat Yitro tells of Matan Torah – G-
d’s giving Beneh Yisrael the Torah at 
Mount Sinai. The Midrash teaches that 
after we received the Torah, the other 
nations felt jealous and complained to 
G-d, arguing that Beneh Yisrael did not 
deserve this special distinction of 
receiving the Torah. They felt that 
Beneh Yisrael were no different than 
any other nation, and thus they were no 
more worthy of the Torah than any other 
nation. G-d responded by saying, “Bring 
your genealogical records.” Meaning, 
the other nations do not have the same 
“Yihus” – pedigree – as Beneh Yisrael, 
and thus they could not receive the 
Torah. 
How do we explain this Midrash? Why 
is special pedigree a necessary 
prerequisite for receiving the Torah? 
King Shlomo teaches in Kohelet (3:19), 
“Motar Ha’adam Min Ha’behema 
Ayin” – there is no difference between 
human beings and animals. At first 
glance, this seems very difficult to 
understand. Is there really no difference 
between the human being and the 
animal? 
One explanation given for this verse is 
that “Motar Ha’adam Min Ha’behema” 
– the advantage and power that the 
human being has over the animal is 
“Ayin” – the ability to say to oneself, 
“No,” to deny oneself something he 
instinctively wants. When an animal 
feels hungry and sees food, it will go 
ahead and take it. By contrast, a Jew 
who is given a piece of scrumptious 
food during Ne’ila at the end of Yom 
Kippur, after twenty-four hours of 
fasting, will not place it anywhere near 
his mouth until after the fast. We have 
the same physical drives as animals, but 
we have the power of “Ayin,” the ability 
to restrain these drives and deny 
ourselves the enjoyment that our bodies 
instinctively want. 
This power, however, requires training. 
In order to deny ourselves what our 
physical drives make us want, we need 
to hone our skills of self-restraint and 
self-discipline. And this is why “Yihus” 

is so vital for receiving the Torah and 
committing to live by its rules. The 
Torah imposes on us many rules and 
restrictions that require, at times, 
restraining the animalistic drives within 
us. We are able to commit ourselves to 
these rules and restrictions because of 
our “Yihus,” because we are the 
descendants of Abraham, Yishak and 
Yaakov, who taught us by example and 
instilled within all of us the power of 
discipline and self-restraint. They 
implanted within their descendants the 
special quality of “Ayin,” and this 
quality is what we need to commit 
ourselves to the Torah. 
May we all be worthy descendants of 
our sacred patriarchs, and succeed 
throughout our lives in developing and 
properly utilizing this unique skill of 
“Ayin” so we can live up to the demands 
and expectations of G-d’s treasured 
nation. 
 

Even When Involved In 
Community Affairs, Never 
Forget the Individuals 

Rabbi Yissochar Frand 

In the beginning of the Parsha, the Torah 
says that Yisro took his daughter, 
Tzipporah (the wife of Moshe) and their 
two sons. The Torah then repeats the 
names of their two sons (Gershom and 
Eliezer) and even repeats the reason 
why they were given those respective 
names [Shmos 18: 2-4]. 
The sefer Bais Av from Rav Elyakim 
Schlesinger raises a simple question: the 
names and the reasons for these names 
were “ancient history.” We already 
know these facts. Why does Yisro feel 
compelled to repeat this information? 
The Bais Av suggests the following 
interpretation. Yisro knew very well that 
Moshe Rabbeinu was about to become 
the leader of the Jewish people. As the 
leader of the Jewish people, Moshe’s 
days and hours would be dedicated to 
the needs of the congregation. Yisro was 
gently and subtly trying to tell his son-
in-law “Please do not forget my 
grandchildren; please do not forget your 
children.” 
This means that Yisro was telling 
Moshe, “In spite of all the distractions 

and trials and tribulations that you will 
have in your role as the leader of the 
Jewish people, do not forget your own 
children.” 
One can never minimize the importance 
of an individual — even relative to an 
entire community. As a proof to this 
axiom, Yisro cited the following: “If not 
for the fact that G-d took interest in you 
as an individual, where would you be? 
“For I was merely a stranger in a foreign 
country” [the reason for Gershom’s 
name]. Furthermore, if not for the fact 
that G-d concerned himself with the 
individual… “For the G-d of my father 
was my Helper” [the reason for 
Eliezer’s name], there would be no 
Moshe Rabbeinu. 
Thus, in a gentle and subtle fashion, 
Yisro is trying to remind Moshe never to 
forget the individual. 
The Brisker Rav used to say that before 
any individual can contemplate trying to 
have an impact and influence on others, 
the members of his own family must 
first be taken care of and be spiritually 
in line. Kiruv (spiritual outreach), like 
charity, begins at home. When a person 
has internal problems in his own family, 
he cannot begin the task of straightening 
out the world. 
We learn this concept from Avrohom. In 
spite of the fact that he was the 
“influencer par excellence,” despite the 
fact that the doors on four sides of his 
tent were open to the world, he had to 
chase Yishmael away from his 
household. Why? Because as Sarah 
argued, and as G-d confirmed, Yishmael 
posed a threat to the integrity of 
Avrohom’s own household. Yishmael’s 
continued presence in that house could 
undermine Avrohom’s entire mission, 
and ability to influence his own family 
as well as others. 
This too is what Yisro was hinting to 
Moshe: Do not forget the individuals – 
– especially those of your own 
household — even relative to the needs 
of the community. 
 
 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
 


