

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
November 16, 2018             
 ח כסלו תשע"ט
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 
Candle Lighting        4:19 PM 
Mincha                         4:24 PM 

Shaila of the Week 
Tzeis       4:59 PM 
 
 

November 17, 2018             
 ט כסלו תשע"ט
Chevra Mishnayos         7:50 AM    
Shacharis                     8:30 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:13 AM 
 

Kiddush following davening  
(Everyone is reminded to help out and 

clean up after your children.) 
 
Mincha                        4:05  PM  

Seudah Shelishis 
Maariv following the Rabbi’s 

shiur 
 

Shabbos Ends              5:27 PM 
Avos Ubanim    6:15 PM 
Rabbi Reisman            7:30 PM 
 
Sunday 
Shacharis I        7:30 AM 
Shacharis II       8:30 AM 
Mincha      12:40 PM 
Maariv         8:00 PM 
 
Monday - Wednesday 
Shacharis (M-F)      7:00 AM 
Night Seder                      8:45 PM 
No Sanhedrin Chabura  
Maariv (M-Th)               10:00 PM 

 
 
Thursday-Friday 
Legal Holiday 
Shacharis I            7:30 AM 
Shacharis II            8:30 AM 
Mincha (Thursday)         12:40 PM 

 
Welcome! 

Welcome to Noah and Ayelet Isaacs 
who moved into their new home in 
Fair Lawn along with their daughter 
Leba.  

 
Shul Security 

To increase our shul security, please 
note that all doors will remain locked 
throughout davening and only the 
door that leads to the parking lot 
should be used. 
 
Upcoming Motzai Shabbos Kids 

Events 
This week we will be beginning our 
weekly Avos Ubanim program, 
starting at 6:15 PM at the shul.   
 
In December, there will be a few 
Motzai Shabbos girl events: 
 

December 1, 6:00-7:00 PM 
Belizon Home (33-01 Berdan Ave) 
B'nos event with Elisheva Rubin -

Dance for the body and soul 
 

December 1, 6:00-7:00 PM 
Belizon Home (33-01 Berdan Ave) 
4-5 year old girls event: Music and 
Movement with Batya Sarah Belizon 
 
Stay tuned for more Motzai Shabbos 
girls events! 

 
 

Rabbi Belizon’s Contact Info 
Rabbi Belizon will be out of the 
country next week and will be 
reachable via WhatsApp. 

 
Yahrzeit Shiur 

On Sunday, November 18, at 9:30 
AM, Evelyn Kraut is hosting a shiur 
on the occasion of the yahrzeit of her 
mother, Elaine Silver.  The shiur will 
benefit the Elaine Silver AMIT 
technology school in Beersheva.  
The speaker will be Mrs. Tamar 
Appel, associate principal of 
Ma’ayanot.  For more information, 
please contact eskraut@gmail.com 
or to register at 
amitchildren.org/elainesilver.  
 

Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Parashat Vayeseh – The 
Sacred Stone 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

We read in the beginning of Parashat 
Vayeseh of Yaakob’s famous dream 
which he beheld as he slept along his 
journey from Eretz Yisrael to Haran. 
Rashi makes the famous observation that 
Yaakob is first described as taking a group 
of stones on which to put his head as he 
slept, but later, we read that when Yaakob 
awoke in the morning, he took “the stone” 
which had been under his head and made 
it into a special monument. Based on the 
Midrash, Rashi explains that as Yaakob 
slept, the stones “fought” with one 
another, each one vying for the privilege 
of having the head of this righteous man 
rest on it. G-d performed a miracle and all 
the stones blended together into a single 
stone, so they would no longer fight. And 
thus when Yaakob woke up in the 
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morning, there was only one stone under 
his head. 
What is the significance of this miracle? 
The Midrash teaches that Yaakob initially 
took twelve stones which he then placed 
under his head. Therefore, the merging of 
the stones under his head into one stone 
signifies unity between the twelve tribes 
of Israel, the coming together of all Am 
Yisrael in peace and harmony, without 
friction and divisiveness. This is the great 
significance of this miracle. 
When Yaakob arose in the morning and 
saw that the stones had come together, he 
understood what this meant. He declared 
that stone sacred, pouring oil over it and 
erecting it as a special monument. The 
Zohar teaches that this stone would later 
become the “Eben Ha’shetiya” – the 
foundation stone in the most sacred spot in 
the Bet Ha’mikdash. The holiest place on 
earth is the sacred stone that symbolizes 
“Ahdut,” the unity of Am Yisrael, our 
merging together into a single nation with 
mutual love, respect and commitment. 
A famous Mishna in PIrkeh Abot teaches 
that a “Mahloket Le’shem Shamayim” – 
an argument waged “for the sake of 
Heaven” – will endure, whereas a 
“Mahloket She’ena Le’shem Shamayim” 
– an argument that is not waged “for the 
sake of heaven” – will not endure. The 
conventional reading of this statement is 
that when people argue sincerely for the 
sake of properly interpreting the Torah, 
like when scholars argue with one another 
in the Bet Midrash as they work to 
understand our sacred texts, these are 
constructive and beneficial arguments 
which we want to endure. Such 
arguments, which are waged sincerely for 
the sake of arriving at the truth, help 
elucidate the topic so that a clear, accurate 
conclusion can be reached. However, 
when people argue over petty, personal 
matters, such as over money, property and 
honor, nothing beneficial results from 
such fighting, and thus we do not want 
these arguments to endure. 
There is, however, a deeper interpretation 
of this Mishna. The term “Mahloket 
Le’shem Shamayim” might refer to those 
fights which people wage ostensibly for 
the sake of religion. When different 
groups fight over religious matters, these 
fights never end, because both groups 
persist and never yield, as yielding would 
be perceived as a betrayal of their deepest 
held convictions. Whereas other 
arguments eventually die down, as people 
come to the realization that the money or 

honor they were fighting for is not worth 
the cost of a fight, when it comes to 
religious matters, people tend to fight 
relentlessly without ever making peace. 
And therefore, these are the most 
dangerous arguments of all. We are 
allowed, and required, to take positions on 
important religious matters about which 
others disagree, but we must do so 
respectfully and peacefully, without 
waging wars, because such wars almost 
always end up being especially 
destructive. 
The Gemara states that the festival of 
Shemini Aseret, which we celebrate after 
the long holiday season of Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot, is 
observed because Hashem tells us after 
this special period, “Kasha Alai 
Peridatchem” – literally, “separating from 
you is difficult for Me.” After spending so 
much special time together, Hashem does 
not want to see us go, and so He 
commands us to spend one extra day 
celebrating. Some Rabbis noted that this 
phrase – “Kasha Alai Peridatchem” – can 
also mean, “The division among you is 
difficult for Me.” Nothing gives parents 
more anguish than watching their children 
fight with one another, and thus nothing 
gives Hashem, our Father, more anguish 
than when His children fight, when we 
fight with our fellow Jews. We might add 
that the word “Alai” (“for Me,” or “about 
Me”) perhaps indicates that Hashem refers 
here specifically to the divisions which are 
made for Him, for the sake of religion. The 
fights and arguments that cause Hashem 
the greatest anguish are those which are 
waged because of Him, as it were, those 
which are fought over religious matters. 
Let us, then, ensure to maintain peaceful 
relations within communities and between 
different communities, and see to it that 
our legitimate differences of opinion do 
not lead us to strife and division. The Bet 
Ha’mikdash was built upon Yaakob 
Abinu’s sacred stone, the stone which 
signifies the unity of all the many different 
groups among the Jewish Nation – 
because this is the foundation of Kedusha 
and of our special status as Hashem’s 
treasured nation. 

Parashat Vayeitzei – “More 
Than I Deserve” 

Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

Upon the birth of her fourth son, Yehudah, 
Leah said, “This time I will thank 
Hashem” [Bereshis 29:35]. Rashi quotes 

the Rabbinic explanation that she 
expressed special gratitude because she 
had now given birth to more than her share 
of Tribes. “Now that I have received more 
than my portion, it’s time to express my 
gratitude to G-d”. 
What is the meaning of the statement that 
Leah received more than her share? Our 
Rabbis explain that Leah made a simple 
mathematical calculation. She divided 
twelve future tribes by 4 wives, and 
arrived at the result of 3 tribes per wife. 
Now that she had her fourth son, she 
offered praise to G-d. The Rabbis praise 
Leah for her recognition that she owed a 
debt of gratitude to the Almighty. 
Although Leah’s recognition that she 
owed a debt of gratitude is certainly 
praiseworthy, this teaching of our Rabbis 
doesn’t seem to make sense. Who 
deserves more praise — the person who 
receives his or her proper share and feels 
indebted to G-d, or the person who 
receives more than his or her fair share and 
feels indebted to G-d? Obviously, the first 
person is more deserving of praise. 
I saw a very interesting observation from 
Rav Dovid Kviat (Maggid Shiur in the Mir 
Yeshiva, New York): The praiseworthy 
aspect of Leah’s behavior here was that 
she viewed what she received as “more 
than her fair share”. 
It is the nature of human beings to view 
that which they receive in life as 
something that they had coming to them. 
“This is what I deserve.” If my friend is 
earning $30,000 a year and I am earning 
half a million dollars a year, it may not be 
so easy to recognize my great fortune. It is 
easy to think “I’m smarter than him, I’m 
more clever than him, I earned this on my 
own — it was coming to me!” 
The novelty of Leah’s comment is that we 
see that a person has the ability to step 
back, look at a situation objectively and 
come to the conclusion that “I am getting 
more than I deserve”. This is not our 
normal tendency. The normal tendency is 
to view life as either “I am getting less 
than I deserve” or “I am getting my fair 
share.” 
The rare person, who lives their life with 
the attitude that “I have gotten more than I 
deserve,” is indeed a praiseworthy person. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 


