

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
November 9, 2018             
 א כסלו תשע"ט
Shacharis                     6:45 AM 
Candle Lighting        4:25 PM 
Mincha                         4:30 PM 
Tzeis       5:05 PM 
 
 

November 10, 2018             
 ב כסלו תשע"ט
Chevra Mishnayos         7:50 AM    
Shacharis                     8:30 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:09 AM 
 

Kiddush following davening  
(Everyone is reminded to help out and 

clean up after your children.) 
 
Mincha                        4:10  PM  
 
Seudah Shelishis sponsored by 

the Graber family, l’ilui nishmas 
Dr. Graber’s mother, Hinda bas 

Yacov Dovid, and Rabbi 
Belizon’s father, Yitzchak 
Yaakov ben Tzvi Hirsch 

 
Maariv following a shiur by  

Dr. Shteingart 
 

Shabbos Ends              5:33 PM 
Rabbi Reisman            7:30 PM 
 
Sunday 
Shacharis I        7:30 AM 
Shacharis II       8:30 AM 
Mincha      12:40 PM 
 
 
 

 
 
Monday - Friday 
Shacharis (M-F)      7:00 AM 
Night Seder                      8:45 PM 
Sanhedrin Chabura (W)   9:15 PM 
Maariv (M-Th)               10:00 PM 

 
Shul Security 

To increase our shul security, please 
note that all doors will remain locked 
throughout davening and only the 
door that leads to the parking lot 
should be used. 
 

Parent Child Learning 
Parent Child Learning at Shomrei 
Torah will begin at 5:50 pm, 
sponsored by Yavneh Academy.  
Pizza will be served at 6:30 pm. 
 

Yahrzeit Shiur 
On Sunday, November 18, at 9:30 
AM, Evelyn Kraut is hosting a shiur 
on the occasion of the yahrzeit of her 
mother, Elaine Silver.  The shiur will 
benefit the Elaine Silver AMIT 
technology school in Beersheva.  
The speaker will be Mrs. Tamar 
Appel, associate principal of 
Ma’ayanot.  For more information, 
please contact eskraut@gmail.com 
or to register at 
amitchildren.org/elainesilver.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parshas Ha’Shavua 

Parashat Toldot – The 
Flourishing of Torah 
She’be’al Peh 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

We read in Parashat Toledot of Yishak 
Abinu’s experiences when he lived among 
the Pelishtim, including the story of the 
wells which his shepherds dug. The Torah 
relates that the first two times when 
Yishak’s men dug wells, the shepherds of 
Gerar fought over the water, claiming it 
was theirs. Both times, Yishak’s 
shepherds moved to a different location 
and dug new wells. Finally, after the third 
time, there was no fighting. Yishak then 
proclaimed, “Ki Ata Hirhib Hashem Lanu 
U’farinu Ba’aretz” – “Indeed, now G-d 
has made space for us, and we have been 
fruitful in the land” (26:22). He therefore 
named the site of this well “Rehobot” 
(from the word “Hirhib”). 
Rav Shlomo Halberstam of Bobov (1907-
2000), in Dibreh Shlomo, explains the 
symbolic significance of these wells 
which Yishak Abinu dug. He cites the 
Tikuneh Zohar as commenting that when 
the Torah speaks of the shepherds of Gerar 
fighting over the water, it alludes to the 
fights that would be waged over the Torah 
She’be’al Peh – our oral tradition, the laws 
and teachings of the Talmud and its 
countless volumes of commentaries. Just 
as the Pelishtim fought over the wells dug 
by Yishak, our enemies have fought with 
the Jewish People over the Talmud. The 
Torah here refers to the water discovered 
by Yishak’s men as “Be’er Mayim Haim” 
– “a well of living water,” alluding to the 
oral tradition because this is the source of 
life for the Jewish Nation, the source of 
our spiritual sustenance. The wells were 
dug in the “Nahal” (“valley”), which is a 
Name of G-d which represents the words, 
“Noser Hesed La’alafim” (“preserves 
kindness for thousands [of generations]”), 
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and which is thus associated with 
Hashem’s attribute of compassion. The 
Torah She’be’al Peh is a source of great 
mercy and compassion for the Jewish 
People, and it is thus alluded to in the 
Torah through the word “Nahal,” which 
signifies Hashem’s mercy. 
Accordingly, the fights waged over these 
wells represent the assaults made on the 
Torah She’be’al Peh. On several different 
occasions in our history, hostile gentiles 
ordered the burning of the Talmud. Most 
famously, in 1244, the authorities in Paris 
ordered the burning of all the editions of 
the Talmud throughout the city. The 
Maharam Me’Rutenberg, one of the 
leading Torah sages of the time, composed 
a heartrending Kina (dirge) lamenting this 
tragedy, comparing the destruction of the 
Talmud to the destruction of the Bet 
Ha’mikdash. Ashkenazic communities 
have the custom to include this Kina 
among the Kinot recited on Tisha B’Ab 
mourning the loss of the Bet Ha’mikdash, 
emphasizing the equation between the 
burning of the Talmud and the burning of 
the Temple. 
However, just as Yishak and his men did 
not give up, and continued digging in 
search of water after being assaulted by 
the shepherds of Gerar, similarly, the Jews 
never gave up their quest for knowledge of 
the Talmud. Each time the Talmud was 
destroyed, they continued onward and 
“dug” again. They printed new texts and 
persisted in their devotion to Talmud 
story. Recognizing that this study is our 
“water,” our nation’s life-source, they 
continued unabated, never relenting in 
their dedication to the study of our sacred 
Torah She’be’al Peh. 
The Dibreh Shlomo writes that the third 
well dug by Yishak, over which no fights 
were waged, represents the flourishing of 
Torah She’be’al Peh in our generation, 
here in the United States. Yishak said at 
that time, “Ki Hirhib Hashem Lanu” – that 
Hashem had allowed him to “expand” and 
grow. Indeed, in modern times, the study 
of the Talmud has “expanded” and 
flourished like never before. It has been 
translated into several languages, along 
with lucid commentaries and 
explanations. Modern technology has 
allowed everyone to access classes 
explaining the Talmud with clarity and in 
great detail. In our day and age, there is no 
excuse for anyone not to study the 
Talmud, as it has been accessible to one 
and all. And, sure enough, the Daf Yomi 
movement has drawn thousands upon 

thousands of participants, who loyally 
study a page of Talmud each day. 
Wherever we go where there are Jews, we 
see men with a Gemara. Truly, in our time, 
we have seen the fulfillment of “Hirhib 
Hashem Lanu,” when the study of our oral 
law has flourished and blossomed like 
never before. 
Let us appreciate the great privilege we 
have to live in these exciting times, and to 
recommit ourselves to the devoted study 
of the Talmud, through which we will 
access Hashem’s unlimited mercy which 
will be bestowed upon us, our entire 
community, and all Am Yisrael, amen.  

Parashat Toldos – Clothing 
Alone Do Not Make the 
Man 

Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

This week’s parsha contains the story of 
Yakov and Eisav, the two brothers who 
went their different ways. Yakov was 
righteous and Eisav was wicked. 
The Rabbis teach that although Eisav 
was wicked, there was one thing that he 
did extremely well. His performance of 
the command to honor parents was 
exemplary. He was a ‘chosid’ at 
performing this mitzvah. 
The Medrash Rabbah records that the 
Tanna, Rabban Shimeon ben Gamliel, 
bemoaned the fact that although he 
served his father his entire life, his 
actions did not measure up to even one 
percent of what Eisav did for Yitzchak, 
his father. 
“When I served my father, I served him 
in my regular, dirty clothes; but when I 
went out in public, I would wear clean 
(e.g. — distinguished) clothing. 
However, Eisav would only serve his 
father wearing royal clothing as if he 
was serving a king…” 
Rav Shimeon ben Gamliel was 
bemoaning his inability to serve his 
father properly. The Succas Dovid asks 
a simple question: there was an easy 
solution — Rav Shimeon ben Gamliel 
should have simply worn his good 
clothing when he served his father! 
The answer is that Rav Shimeon ben 
Gamliel was not bemoaning his inability 
to wear good clothing. He was 
bemoaning the attitude difference 
between Eisav and himself. He certainly 
could have worn good clothing, but that 
would have been a hollow act. Eisav 

wore royal clothing for his father 
because he sensed that he was dealing 
with a king when he dealt with his 
father. Rav Shimeon ben Gamliel was 
not bemoaning the fact that he was 
missing the clothing — he was 
bemoaning the fact that he was missing 
the sensitivity and emotion that Eisav 
felt for Yitzchak. 
We can, in fact, interpret the Talmud in 
Yoma [47a] in the same way. The 
Talmud records that Kimchas had 7 sons 
who all became High Priests. She 
attributed this merit to the fact that “all 
my life, the rafters of my house never 
saw my hair”. She was so modest that 
even in the confines of her own home, 
she never removed her hair covering. 
The Talmud comments, “Many women 
attempted to imitate Kimchas, but they 
did not have her success”. Why? The 
answer is the same. 
It was not covering her hair per se that 
produced High Priests. Modesty is a 
reaction to an inner feeling that “I am in 
the Presence of G-d”. If a [married] 
woman would feel that she is always in 
the Presence of the Master of the World, 
then she would naturally never uncover 
her hair. But the act of simply covering 
the hair in the total privacy of one’s 
home, when it is not because of the 
feeling of “I have set Hashem before me 
always…” [Tehillim 16:8] is merely a 
hollow act which will not produce High 
Priests. 
This is a concept that we must 
contemplate. Sometimes there are things 
that we do that cause us to feel good and 
right and religious. Yet, we must ask 
ourselves — are we just doing the act, or 
are we doing that which is behind the 
act? It is not good enough to merely 
wear clothes or to do things that perhaps 
make us look more religious or feel 
more religious. We need the emotions 
and the feelings behind those acts to be 
the inspiration for the feeling of 
religiosity. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 


