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Parshas Tazria-Metzora  April 17 – 23, 2021  5 – 11 Iyar, 5781

Shabbos Schedule
Friday, April 16  4 Iyar

Early Mincha 6:02 PM
Candle Lighting after (Plag) 6:14 PM
Candle Lighting (B’zman) 7:18 PM
Mincha 7:23 PM
Shekiah 7:36 PM
Tzeis (¾ of 24 minute mil) 7:59 PM
(Reminder: Count Sefira, Repeat Shema 
and eat Kzayis of bread after this time)

Shabbos, April 17  5 Iyar
Chevra Mishnayos 8:00 AM
Shacharis 8:45 AM
Sof Zman Krias Shema 9:35 AM
Mincha 7:15 PM

The Rabbi will give a Shiur between 
Mincha and Maariv

Maariv following Rabbi’s Shiur
Havdalah 8:28 PM
Rabbi Reisman 9:30 PM

Weekly Schedule
Sunday, April 18  6 Iyar

Shacharis 7:30 AM
Smichas Chaver Program 8:00 PM
Maariv 9:00 PM

Monday - Thursday
Mon/Thu Shacharis 6:40 AM
Tue/Wed Shacharis 6:50 AM
Maariv 8:45 PM
Nedarim Chabura (Wed) after Maariv

Friday, April 23  11 Iyar
Shacharis 6:50 PM
Early Mincha 6:08 PM
Candle Lighting after (Plag) 6:20 PM
Candle Lighting (B’zman) 7:26 PM
Mincha 7:31 PM

Welcome to Yael and Sammy Beckerman who are visiting for Shabbos,
along with their children, Zara and Jojo. Welcome to Julie and Yoni
Fleischmann and their daughter, Rina.

Welcome/Bruchim Habaim

Children’s Shaila of the Week

All children are encouraged to ask questions to the Rav, and each week a
child will be singled out with the Children’s Shaila of the Week.

Minyan Location Updates

All Minyanim will now be taking place in the Shul, with designated
seating for those that have been vaccinated and not yet vaccinated
along with a small women's section. There will no longer be a Minyan in
the Rabbi’s house.

Kiddush/Shalosh Seudos

There will be no Kiddush or Shalosh Seudos this week in Shul. Please
make sure to eat before coming to Shul for Mincha. The Rabbi will be
giving a Shiur between Mincha and Maariv.

RIETS Gala

Join RIETS (Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary) on Tuesday,
April 27th, 7 PM EDT for our virtual Gala; featuring generations of RIETS
alumni in conversation to celebrate both our historic past and explore
the future of our Yeshiva. Come recognize Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz at his
installation as the new Director of Semikah. To learn more + register,
visit https://www.yu.edu/rietsgala2021. Questions? email
rietsgala@yu.edu.

Project S.A.R.A.H.
On Sunday, May 2nd, at 9:30 a.m., Project S.A.R.A.H. (Stop Abusive
Relations at Home) will hold its annual breakfast via Zoom, celebrating
its 25th anniversary. Honorees are Esther East, LCSW, and Rabbi Michael
East, Rabbi Chaim and Dr. Shoshana Poupko, and Lois Kaish. Join guest
speaker, Pam Jacobs, Executive Director of the New Jersey Coalition to
End Domestic Violence and Chef Shalom Yehudiel, from the Humble
Toast, for a special breakfast cooking session. When you register online
at https://ProjectSARAH.org you will receive the Zoom password.
Donations are urgently needed at this challenging time. To register go to
https://jfsclifton-org-
projectsarah.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6uZkifk9RZqiooov3de09w
and to donate go to https://donate.banquest.com/projectsarah

Monday April 19: Governor Murphy has announced that everyone 16
and above is eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine starting on April 19.
Sunday May 2: YIFL Welcoming Committee: Meet, Greet, & Eat in the
Belizon’s Backyard at 10:00 AM. See the flyer for more details.

Upcoming Events
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Other Announcements

Newsletter Submissions: For
newsletter submissions, or to
sponsor the Chevra Weekly
Bulletin, please contact Zachary
Weixelbaum at bulletin@yifl.org
no later than Wednesday at 4:00
PM the week you would like your
announcement printed.

Parashat Tazria-Mesora: Revealing Our Hidden Treasures
By: Rabbi Eli Mansour
Parashiyot Tazria and Mesora describe several different kinds of manifestations of
Sara’at – discolorations on a person’s skin, garment or home, which, under certain
conditions, brings a state of impurity. Our Sages have explained that Sara’at would
strike a person as a punishment for repeated violations of the sin of Lashon Ha’ra –
negative speech and slander about other people.
One of the manifestations of Sara’at, as mentioned, is discolorations on a person’s
home. If the discoloration is confirmed as Sara’at, then the entire house must be
dismantled.
Rashi (14:34) famously cites from the Midrash that this manifestation of Sara’at
was, in truth, a blessing for the people: "The Emorites hid golden treasures in the
walls of their homes throughout the entire forty years when Yisrael were in the
wilderness, and as a result of the affliction [on the walls], one dismantles the house
and finds them." A Sara’at plague on the walls of one’s home would end up as a
"blessing in disguise," as by dismantling the home, one would discover the
treasures which had been hidden in the walls by the nations which inhabited the
Land of Israel before it was conquered by Beneh Yisrael.
The question arises as to why Rashi mentions here specifically the "Emoriyim"
(Emorites). Seven different nations inhabited the Land of Israel before being
vanquished by Beneh Yisrael. Why are only the Emorites spoken of as concealing
their treasures in the walls of their homes?
The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Rav Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 1902-1994) explained
that the word "Emoriyim" in Rashi’s commentary contains a deeper message. This
word is associated with the verb "E.M.R." – "speech," and thus alludes to the cause
of Sara’at – forbidden speech. Rashi here is alluding to the fact that Sara’at would
strike specifically the homes of the "Emoriyim" – those who speak inappropriately
about other people.
But if so, then we must ask why the person would then be worthy of receiving a
precious gold treasure. If he is guilty of the grievous sin of Lashon Ha’ra, then why
does he receive a large fortune?
The Rebbe explained that the "gold treasure" mentioned by Rashi alludes to
"golden speech" – appropriate and valuable speech. After enduring the punishment
of Sara’at, and taking the lesson to heart, the individual is then able to turn his
speech around, to transform it from harmful and destructive gossip and slander, to
precious "pearls of wisdom," to words of Torah, words of praise and
encouragement to other people. The purpose of Sara’at is not to lead a person to
be silent, to stop speaking, but rather to reveal his hidden treasures, to help him
find the power of constructive speech, to uncover the greatness within him. Speech
can inflict great harm, but can also bring great blessing. Once we recognize the evil
of inappropriate speech, we can then unearth the hidden treasure of positive,
productive speech.
More generally, Rashi’s comments teach us that sometimes, when our lives are
"dismantled," disrupted and shaken, we are given the opportunity to discover
"hidden treasures." We have many strengths and gifts which might be obscured by
the pressures and bustle of day-to-day life. These "treasures" are concealed deep
within us, but we cannot see them, because we are distracted by the many
different things which occupy our time and our minds. But when our lives are
"dismantled," these precious gifts are unearthed. We hope and pray that the
current crisis, which has shaken our lives to their core, ends very soon, and that we
will emerge from this difficult time with precious "treasures," newfound reservoirs
of faith, strength, and love for our fellowman and for Hashem, Amen.

Sefiras Haomer
Friday Evening, April 16 20
Saturday Evening, April 17 21
Sunday Evening, April 18 22
Monday Evening, April 19 23
Tuesday Evening, April 20 24
Wednesday Evening, April 21 25
Thursday Evening, April 2 26

Eruv Status

To check the eruv status, please
call the eruv hotline at 201 254-
9190 or visit the eruv website at
www.fairlawneruv.com.
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