

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Friday, April 21, 2017             
 כה ניסן תשע"ז
Shacharis                    7:00  AM 
Mincha                       7:15  PM 
Candle Lighting         7:24  PM 
Shema/Sfira after    8:04  PM  
 
 

Saturday, April 22, 2017            
 כו ניסן תשע"ז
Chevra Mishnayos         8:00 AM   
Shacharis                       8:45 AM 
Sof Zman K”S               9:30 AM 
 

Hot Kiddush following 
davening in memory of Sam 

Lorber z”l 

Sponsored by the Chernizer, 
Goldschmidt, Greene, Lorber, 
Mermelstein, Warsnitzer, and 

Zanjirian families 

Seder                6:45 PM 
Mincha                        7:15  PM  

Seudah Shelishis 
Sponsored by the Mermelstein 

family in memory of Anne’s 
mother, Manya bas Gidel Leib 

A”H 
Maariv after the conclusion 
of the Rabbi’s shiur 
 
Shabbos Ends              8:34 PM 
 
Sunday 4/23  
Shacharis     8:30 AM 

Monday/Tuesday/Friday 
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 

Wednesday-Thursday 
Shacharis                     6:45 AM 

 
 

 Shiurim this week at the 
Young Israel of Fair Lawn 

Chevra Mishnayos 
 Shabbos             8:00 AM 
Iyun Chabura - Sanhedrin 
 Wednesday Night       8:15  PM 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman 
 Motzei Shabbos       10:15  PM 

 
Weekly Iyun Chabura 

We will continue our weekly Iyun 
Chabura learning Maseches 
Sanhedrin on Wednesday nights 
starting at 8:15 pm, followed by 
maariv at approximately 9:00. If you 
are interested in participating, 
sponsoring ($54) and/or need help 
finding a chavrusa please email 
Chabura@YIFL.org.  

 
Shaleshudes Setup/Cleanup  

Setup: L-Z 
Cleanup: A-K 

 
Mazel Tov! 

Mazel Tov to Sandi and Sid 
Goldschmidt on the bar mitzvah of 
their grandson, Yisrael Graff. 

 
Amazon Smile 

Designate YIFL as your Amazon 
Smile charity. Then shop at  
smile.amazon.com. You get the 
same great prices and YIFL benefits, 
too. Search for National Council of 
Young Israel (Fair Lawn, NJ). 

 
 
 

 
 

Scholar in Residence 
Save the date! April 28-29, the 
Young Israel will be hosting Rabbi 
Shalom Hammer from Israel. He 
served under the Rabbinate 
Division of the Israeli Defense 
Forces and currently serves as a 
lecturer for the IDF to help 
motivate troops in all divisions and 
infuse Jewish Identity.  
Rabbi Hammer will be speaking 
three times over Shabbos open to 
both men and women. (After 
Mussaf, before Mincha and during 
Seudah Shelishis). We would like 
to thank Larry and Evelyn Kraut 
for sponsoring the whole shabbos 
in memory of Larry’s father and 
Evelyn’s mother, in addition to a 
hot kiddush shabbos morning. 
 

Eruv and Announcements 
Please support our minyanim.  Being 
on time assures that those who are in 
need to say kaddish can do so and 
that we can all conclude in a timely 
manner. 

Please remember to check the up-to-
date status of the Fair Lawn Eruv by 
calling (201) 791-7910 and choosing 
option 4 or by visiting the website 
www.fairlawneruv.com 

Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Parashat Shemini: The Death of 
Nadab and Abihu 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

We read in Parashat Shemini of the 
death of Nadab and Abihu, Aharon’s 
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 older two sons, who brought an 
incense offering upon the altar. The 
Torah (10:1) emphasizes, “Asher Lo 
Siva Otam” – that Nadav and Abihu 
were not commanded to bring this 
offering. It seems clear from the 
Torah’s account here that Nadab and 
Abihu were punished for bringing this 
offering which they were not 
instructed to bring. 
Earlier in the Humash, however, we 
find a different reason for why Nadab 
and Abihu were punished. Towards 
the end of Parashat Mishpatim 
(Shemot 24:11), we read that Nadab 
and Abihu “ate and drank” as they 
beheld the revelation of G-d at the 
time of Matan Torah, and G-d “did not 
send His hand” against them. Rashi 
explains that they deserved to die for 
irreverently indulging in food and 
drink as they beheld G-d’s revelation, 
but G-d decided to delay their 
punishment rather than kill them at the 
festive occasion of Matan Torah. This 
clearly indicates that the sin for which 
they were punished was not offering 
incense, but rather brazenly eating and 
drinking at the time of the Revelation. 
How can we reconcile these two 
accounts? 
One explanation is that the incense 
offering brought by Nadab and Abihu 
was not actually forbidden. The Torah, 
as mentioned, emphasizes the point 
that they were not commanded to offer 
this incense; this does not necessarily 
imply that it was forbidden. The 
reason for this emphasis is that it 
explains how G-d was able to kill 
Nadab and Abihu at this time, when 
they brought an offering. There is a 
famous rule that “Sheluheh Misva 
Einam Nizokin” – a person is not 
harmed while involving himself in a 
Misva (unless he puts himself in an 
especially dangerous situation in the 
process). We might wonder, then, how 
Nadab and Abihu could be harmed 
while serving G-d in the Mishkan. If a 
person is guaranteed protection while 
performing a Misva, then how could 
Nadab and Abihu be killed while 
bringing an offering to G-d? The 
Torah’s answer to this question is 
“Asher Lo Siva Otam” – they were not 
commanded to bring this offering. 

Involvement in a Misva guarantees 
protection only in situations of 
“Mesuveh Ve’oseh” – when a person 
fulfills a Misva which he is obligated 
to perform. If a person voluntarily 
accepts a certain Misva upon himself, 
the Misva will not necessarily ensure 
his protection from harm. Therefore, 
Nadab and Abihu were punished for 
their disrespect at the time for Matan 
Torah, but what allowed this to happen 
at the time of their incense offering 
was the fact that “Lo Siva Otam” – that 
they were involved in a Misva which 
they were not commanded to perform. 
Interestingly, there is an unusual 
cantillation note underneath the word 
“Lo” in the phrase “Asher Lo Siva 
Otam,” a note called “Mercha 
Kefula.” This note appears very rarely 
in the Humash, and we customarily 
refer to it by the name “Tereh 
Ta’ameh.” The expression “Tereh 
Ta’ameh” means “two reasons.” It is 
used here to allude to the fact that 
Nadab and Abihu’s death at this time 
resulted from a combination of two 
different reasons – their irreverence at 
Matan Torah, and their bringing a 
voluntary incense offering. The note is 
placed underneath this phrase – 
“Asher Lo Siva Otam” – to allude to 
the fact that there was also a second 
factor contributing to their 
punishment, namely, the disrespect 
they showed at the time of the 
Revelation. 
Parashas Shemini: What Could 
Aharon Have Said? 

Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

The Torah says that when Aharon lost 
his two sons, he kept quiet — “And 
Aharon was silent” [Vayikra 10:3]. 
The Medrash says that this verse 
implies that Aharon really did have 
something to say, but that he held 
back. What did Aharon want to say? 
The Medrash gives a very cryptic 
answer: He wanted to say “On the 
eighth day the flesh of his foreskin 
shall be circumcised.” [Vayikra 12:13] 
What is the meaning of this Medrash? 
The Shemen HaTov answers by 
quoting a Gemarah [Niddah 31b]: The 
Gemarah asks why Milah 
[circumcision] takes place on the 

eighth day – why not circumcise the 
baby boy immediately at birth? The 
Gemarah answers that Milah occurs 
on the eighth day so that we will not 
have a situation where everyone is 
happy and the parents of the child are 
sad. 
According to Torah law, the mother is 
Tameh [ritually impure] and is 
forbidden to her husband for seven 
days following the birth of a male 
child. If the Milah took place during 
that first week, everyone would be 
happy, but the parents – who were not 
allowed to have any physical contact 
with one another – would be sad. G-d 
did not want to put a damper on the 
festive occasion. G-d wants everyone 
to be happy – including the father and 
mother – when a father brings his son 
into the Covenant of Avraham our 
Patriarch. Therefore the circumcision 
was ‘delayed’ until the eighth day at 
which time the mother (at least on a 
Torah level) is permitted to her 
husband (even though she is still 
prohibited at that point by Rabbinic 
Law), so that the parents can fully 
participate in the celebration of the 
Milah. 
The Medrash is refering to this 
Gemarah. The Dedication of the 
Mishkan was a great day of 
celebration for the Jewish people. On 
that very day, the two eldest sons of 
the High Priest suddenly died. It was 
as if, on a joyous day dedicating a new 
synagogue, one of the main beams 
collapsed killing two of the celebrants. 
Clearly, such a calamity would have 
eradicated the celebration. 
The Shemen HaTov explains that 
Aharon could have argued with G-d. 
“Granted my sons did something 
wrong, they deserved to be punished – 
but do not execute Your Judgment on 
them today, of all days! After all, we 
learn that Milah is done on the eighth 
day because You are sensitive not to 
place a damper on a joyous occasion.” 
However, Aharon held his peace and 
kept quiet. “VaYidom Aharon” — 
Aharon remained like a stone. 

 
Shabbat Shalom! 


