

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Friday, April 19, 2019             
 יד ניסן תשע"ח
Shacharis/Siyum          7:00 AM 
Dumpster Pickup         8:00 AM 
No Chametz After     10:12 AM 
Burn Chametz by      11:34 AM 
Candle Lighting         7:22  PM 
Mincha                        7:27  PM 
Maariv/Hallel following a shiur 
by Josh Herbert 
Tzeis                            8:02  PM 
Chatzos                      12:55 AM 
 
 

Saturday, April 20, 2019 
 טו ניסן תשע"ח
Shacharis                       9:00 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:33 AM 

Seuda Shlishis at home  
earlier in the day 

Mincha                 7:10 PM 
Maariv/Hallel following a shiur 
by Adi Regev 
Tzeis                             8:03 PM 
Candle Lighting/preparation 
after                              8:32 PM 
Chatzos                      12:55 AM 
 
Sunday – Pesach II 
Shacharis                     9:00 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:32 AM 
Mincha                         7:25 PM 
Maariv following a shiur by 
Ned Krasnopolsky 
Yom Tov ends             8:33 PM 

 
 
Monday-Wednesday 
Chol Hamoed 
Shacharis                6:45 AM 
 

Thursday, April 25 
Shacharis               6:45 AM 
Eruv Tavshilin 
Candle Lighting           7:28 PM 
Mincha      7:33 PM 
Tzeis                             8:08 PM 
 

Friday 4/26 
Shacharis               8:45 AM 
Shir Hashirim 
Sof Zman K”S             9:28 AM 
Mincha      6:10 PM 
Plag Hamincha     6:22 PM 
Candle Lighting           6:30 PM 
 (no later than 7:29) 
      
Repeat Shema after      8:09 PM  
 
Shabbos 4/27 
Shacharis               8:45 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:27 AM 
Yizkor     Not before 10:00 AM 

Seuda Shlishis at home 
Mincha      7:15 PM 
Shabbos Ends               8:39 PM 
 
Sunday 4/28 
Shacharis       7:30 AM 
Shacharis               8:30 AM 
 
 

 
 
Monday-Friday 
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 
Night Seder (M-TH)    8:45 PM 
Sanhedrin Chabura (W)   9:15 PM 

Sponsored by Jack and Anne 
Mermelstein, l’ilui nishmas Anne’s 

mother, Manya bas Getzel Leib 
Maariv (M-TH)          10:00 PM 

 
Biur Chametz 

There will be a biur chametz on 
Friday April 19th at the Rusanov 
home, 28-10 Fair Lawn Avenue, 
from 10:00 AM-11:00 AM. 
 

IDF Kiddush 
On Shabbos, May 4th, we will be 
having a kiddush in honor of those 
who have served in the IDF.  To 
sponsor in honor of someone, pelase 
contact Joe Blumenthal. 
 

Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Pesach – The Bread of 
Faith 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Towards the beginning of the Seder, 
before we begin reading the Maggid 
section, we break the middle Masa on the 
table. The Gemara in Masechet Pesahim 
(115) explains that this is done because the 
Torah (Debarim 16:3) refers to Masa as 
“Lehem Oni” – “poor man’s bread,” and 
poor people generally eat scraps of bread, 
as opposed to whole loaves. In the 
Gemara’s words, “Darko Shel Ani 
Bi’perusa” – a poor person is accustomed 
to pieces, rather than loaves. 
The Gemara’s comment also has a deeper 
meaning. Elsewhere, in Masechet 
Nedarim (41a), the Gemara teaches, “En 
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Ani Ela Be’de’a” – the true “poor person” 
is one who is “impoverished” in terms of 
knowledge. In this sense of the term 
“poor,” we are all paupers. We all lack 
knowledge. We see so many things in the 
world that make no sense to us – good, 
innocent people who suffer, evil people 
who prosper, and countless strange events 
that defy our understanding. The 
challenge of Emuna (faith) is to recognize 
just how little we understand. If person 
walks into a movie forty-five minutes after 
it started, he will be unable to follow the 
plot, and will think that nothing makes 
sense. We all come into this world well 
into the “story,” millennia after G-d 
created the world, and we see and know 
about very little of what has happened, 
what happens, and what will happen. Our 
knowledge is very limited, we see 
everything from a very narrow viewpoint, 
and so we don’t understand. Once we 
recognize this, we can trust and feel 
confident that G-d runs the world in His 
perfect wisdom, and everything occurs 
precisely the way it should, even though 
we do not understand how this could be. 
This is the deeper meaning of the 
Gemara’s comment, “Darko Shel Ani 
Bi’perusa.” We are “poor,” very limited in 
our knowledge, and so we see only a 
“Perusa,” a piece, part of the story. The 
events we witness and experience are only 
a very small piece of the large puzzle, of 
G-d’s master plan, and this is why we do 
not understand why things happen as they 
do. We therefore break the Masa, keep one 
piece on the table, and hide the second 
piece. We remind ourselves that we see 
only a small portion of what is going on, 
and the other portion is hidden from our 
view. That hidden piece is brought back 
only at the end of the Seder, symbolizing 
the fact that at the end of our exile, at the 
time of Mashiah, everything will become 
clear. Then we will finally access all the 
hidden information that we are now 
missing, and we will fully understand 
everything. Until then, we need to 
strengthen our Emuna and firmly trust that 
Hashem is in full control and has only our 
best interests in mind.  
A young child does not understand why 
his mother holds him down to allow the 
doctor to give him a shot and cause him 
pain. Years later, however, when the child 
realizes that the shot saved him from a 
dozen or so fatal diseases, he thanks his 

mother. In our current state, we are 
“blind,” like ignorant children, and we do 
not understand the reason for the pain we 
sometimes have to endure. Pesah reminds 
us that the day will yet come when we will 
have the knowledge we lack now, and then 
everything will be perfectly clear. 
The Zohar calls Masa “Lahma 
De’mehemnuta” – “the bread of faith.” 
The experience of Pesah is intended to 
bolster our Emuna, to remind us that there 
is so much that we do not know, and to 
trust that we are always in G-d’s capable 
hands, and everything He does for us is 
always only for the best.  

 
Pesach – Our Respond to 
the Wicked Son 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

The Haggadah famously speaks of four 
different types of sons, instructing us how to 
fulfill the obligation of Sippur Yesi’at 
Misrayim (telling the story of the Exodus on 
Pesah) to each one. The wicked son, the 
Haggadah says, asks the question, “Ma 
Ha’aboda Ha’zot Lachem” – “What is this 
service to you?” He looks at the Misvot 
observed at the Seder and asks his parents 
what this is all about, what they are 
bothering with these special observances. 
The Haggadah instructs us to respond by 
citing the verse in Sefer Shemot (13:8), 
“Ba’abur Zeh Asa Hashem Li Be’seti 
Mi’Misrayim” – “It is because of this that 
Hashem acted for me when I left Egypt.” 
This verse seems very difficult to 
understand, and it seems even more difficult 
to understand how this answers the wicked 
son’s question. As the commentators note, 
the verse seems to say that G-d took Beneh 
Yisrael out of Egypt so that we can perform 
the Misvot of Pesah. This appears to be the 
opposite of the actual sequence of events. 
We would have thought that after the 
Exodus, G-d commanded us to perform the 
Misvot of Pesah in order to remember this 
seminal event. But this verse seems to be 
saying that to the contrary, G-d took us out 
of Egypt so we can perform the Pesah 
sacrifice, eat Masa and Marror, and so on. 
How could that be? How could the purpose 
of the Exodus be to perform Misvot which 
commemorate the Exodus? And what does 
this have to do with the wicked son? 
The Bet Ha’levi (Rav Yosef Dov 
Soloveitchik of Brisk, 1820-1892) explains 
that the wicked son questions the relevance 
of the Pesah sacrifice when its primary 

purpose is no longer necessary. The ancient 
Egyptians regarded the sheep as a deity of 
sorts, as they worshipped the zodiacal sign 
of Aries, which is symbolized by a sheep. 
The Pesah sacrifice was required as a public 
rejection of Egyptian paganism, and a 
statement of belief in monotheism. The 
wicked son claims that this statement was 
necessary only in the ancient world, when 
paganism was rampant and many people 
believed in the worship of cattle. But once 
the world no longer followed such foolish 
beliefs, there should no longer be any reason 
to observe this Misva. The wicked son thus 
asks, “What is this service to you” – 
meaning, how is it relevant now? Why 
should we still be required to observe this 
ritual? 
The answer to this question is that the Torah 
in fact preceded the world’s creation. Even 
though many Misvot have reasons that we 
understand, there are also other reasons 
which are inaccessible to us. And therefore, 
even if the reason of a certain Misva – as we 
understand it – no longer applies, we are 
nevertheless bound by that Misva, because 
all Misvot are eternally relevant, binding and 
applicable. The proof is that even the 
patriarchs observed the Misvot of Pesah, 
despite the fact that the Exodus had not 
happened yet. This demonstrates that the 
Misvot are significant and relevant 
irrespective of their apparent reasons, 
because they preceded even the world’s 
creation, and are therefore not contingent on 
any particular time or place. 
This is why the Haggadah tells us to respond 
to the wicked son by citing the verse, 
“Ba’abur Zeh Asa Hashem Li Be’seti 
Mi’Misrayim” – “It is because of this that 
Hashem acted for me when I left Egypt.” 
This verse teaches us the very point with 
which we are to respond to this challenge – 
that the Misvot of Pesah are not dependent 
upon any particular time and place. Hashem 
brought the redemption so that we can fulfill 
the Misvot; He did not command these 
Misvot because the Exodus happened. The 
Misvot stand independent of any reason or 
rationale, and are binding in every day and 
age. This is our response to the wicked son, 
and this is one of the vitally important 
lessons of Pesah which we are to emphasize 
to ourselves and to our children on this 
special night.  

Chag Kasher 
Vesameach! 


