

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
July 13, 2018             
 א מנחם אב תשע"ח
Shacharis                     6:45 AM 
Mincha                        6:45  PM 
Candle Lighting   018:/556:  PM 
Repeat Shema      8:52 PM 
 
 

July 14, 2018 
 ב מנחם אב תשע"ח
No Chevra Mishnayos 
Shacharis                     8:35 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:19 AM 
 

Groups for ages 6 & up 
 

Hot Kiddush following 
davening, sponsored by the 

Schwarz and Lipstein families, 
l’ilui nishmas  

Judah Schwarz z”l,  
Yehuda Shlomo ben Chaim Dov 
(Everyone is reminded to help out and 

clean up after your children.) 
 
Women’s Shiur     4:00  PM 
Seder      7:25  PM 
Mincha                        7:55  PM  
 

Seudah Shelishis  
Sponsored by the Schwarz and 
Lipstein families, l’ilui nishmas 

Judah Schwarz z”l,  
Yehuda Shlomo ben Chaim Dov 

 
Maariv following the shiur by 

Rabbi Lipstein 
 

Shabbos Ends              9:18 PM 
 

 
Sunday 
Shacharis I        7:30 AM 
Shacharis II       8:30 AM 
 
Monday-Friday 
Shacharis                   7:00 AM 
Night Seder                      8:45 PM 
Sanhedrin Chabura (W)   9:15 PM 
Maariv (M-Th)               10:00 PM 

 
Women’s Shabbos Shiur 

This week’s shiur will be given by 
Ophira Abramson, and will be 
hosted by the Lustigers (13-47 
Comerford Place). 

 
Women’s Tefilla Series 

The third part of the women’s tefilla 
series will take place Monday night 
at 8:00 pm and will be given by Leah 
Silver.  For more details, visit   
https://www.yifl.org/event/womenst
efillaseries. 

 
Shabbos Shacharis 

Next week we will be returning to 
our regular start time of 8:45 AM. 
 

Tisha B’av Camp 
There will be camp for children ages 
3-10 on Tisha B’av at Ahavat 
Achim.  To sign up, please visit 
https://www.yifl.org/form/tishabavc
amp  

 
Kol HaNe’arim Talis 

Forms were sent out for the Kol 
HaNe’arim Talis.  Please submit 
your order by August 15th. 
 

 

 
Yizkor Books 

Forms were sent out for the Yizkor 
books.  If they are not submitted by 
August 20th, your previous listing 
will be included and you will be 
billed accordingly. 
 

Shabbos Mevarchim Kiddush 
Please join us for a special Hot 
Kiddush, Shabbos Parshas Eikev, 
August 4th to celebrate all the new 
families that have and will be joining 
our Kehilah. To be a sponsor ($100) 
contact Jack Mermelstein at 
drjacksmod@gmail.com  or (201) 
341-5369 
 

Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Parashat Matot – Word 
Power 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

The parashot which are read between 
Shiva Asar BeTamuz and Tisha 
BeAv relate, on some level to the 
Ben Hamesarim. For example, last 
week, we explained that Pinhas 
reminds of Eliyahu, who will usher 
in the redemption. 
This week’s parasha, Parashat 
Matot, discusses sins relating to 
speech. The Torah teaches that when 
one makes a vow, “he shall not break 
his pledge; all that crosses his lips he 
must fulfill “(Bamidbar 30:3). 
People often believe that while 
actions are serious, words don’t 
harm anyone. The Torah is teaching 
us that a person who takes a vow is 
bound by another mitzvah of the 
Torah! Similarly, if a person 
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consecrates an animal or object, he is 
obligated to donate it to the Bet 
HaMikdash.  
The Talmud (Yoma 9b) teaches that 
the Second Temple was destroyed 
because of sinat hinam (unnecessary 
hatred). The gemara explains, based 
on a verse from Sefer Yehezkel 
(21:17), that in the time of the 
Second Temple, people would eat 
and drink with each other, but “they 
would stab each other with verbal 
barbs.” In other words, the sinat 
hinam was expressed in the way in 
which people spoke to each other. 
Before concluding our prayers each 
day, in the “Elokay nesor,” we 
prayer that God should protect us 
from this behavior.  
Although the Talmud attributes the 
destruction of the Second Temple to 
this sin, the rabbis teach us that every 
generation during which the Temple 
is not rebuilt, it is as if it was 
destroyed in their days. Therefore, it 
is certainly no coincidence that we 
read of the sins of speech, the 
primary cause of the destruction of 
the Bet Hamikdash, during these 
Three Weeks.  
The Midrash comments, in the 
beginning this parasha (Bamidbar 
35:3), “And when a man takes a 
vow’ – to this the verse (Kohelet 
9:12) , “a person does not know his 
end” refers.” What is the relationship 
between knowing one’s end and 
taking a vow? The Rabbis apparently 
see a connection between death, or 
mortality, and speech. Indeed, the 
very first sin recorded in the Torah 
(Bereshit 3), when Hava spoke to the 
serpant, resulted in introducing death 
to the world. Mortality is the result 
of the sins of speech. 
Similarly, David Hamelech, in 
Tehillim (119:17-18) says, “Deal 
kindly with Your servant, that I may 
live to keep Your word. Open my 
eyes, that I may perceive the 
wonders of Your teaching.” David 
HaMelech was thankful for his long 
life, and concludes that the secret to 

a long life is to “keep your word.” 
And how did he know this? Some 
explain for the word “gal”, whose 
numerical equivalence in thirty 
three. What is the significance of 
thirty three? The Rabbis explain that 
Yaakov Avinu died at age 147, thirty 
three years younger than his father, 
Yitzhak, due to the ingratitude 
towards God he expressed in thirty 
three words (Bereshit 47:8-9). David 
HaMelech realized the power of 
speech which shortened Yaakov’s 
life by thirty three years.  
These parashot are read during this 
time of year, in order to teach us the 
severity of sins of speech. The Torah 
says that “should not profane his 
word,” because, “all that comes from 
his mouth makes something.” Once 
a word is uttered, it cannot be taken 
back. Of course, as the Rabbis teach 
us, “lefum zaara agara” – in 
accordance with one’s mouth, is 
one’s anguish, and also one’s 
reward. One can also do great things 
with one’s mouth. One of the most 
important things one can do with his 
mouth is limud Torah, and more 
specifically, to study Torah shebe’al 
Peh.  
 

Parshas Matos Masei – 
Listen to the Mussar 
Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

And Moshe said to the people of Gad 
and Reuven, “Your brothers will go to 
war and you will remain 
here?” (Bamidbar 32:6) 
The first Gerrer Rebbe was the 
Chiddushei HaRim. The second 
Gerrer Rebbe, the Sfas Emes, was not 
his son but his grandson. The Sfas 
Emes’ father passed away when he 
was a child, and his grandfather raised 
him. He was an illui, a prodigy, the 
apple of his grandfather’s eye. One 
night, when he was still a young boy, 
the Sfas Emes learned with his 
chavrusa straight through the night. 
He nodded off right before Shacharis, 
resting his head on the Gemara. After 
a few minutes, he awoke with a start. 

He washed his hands and hurried to 
the shul, but he was already a little 
late. 
After Shacharis, the Chiddushei 
Harim called him over. 
“What’s this with coming late to 
Shacharis?” he said in a sharp tone. 
“It’s bad enough for yourself, but 
think how it will affect others. If the 
grandson of the rebbe can come late, 
what kind of example is that for other 
boys? Or even men! It’s a Chillul 
Hashem (desecration of G-d’s Name), 
no less!” 
The Chiddushei Harim went on in this 
vein for another few minutes, but the 
Sfas Emes did not say one word in his 
own defense. He could have argued 
that it had been an accident, that he 
had stayed up all night learning Torah 
and that sleep had overcome him at the 
end for just a few minutes. But he 
remained silent. 
A little while later, the chavrusa of the 
Sfas Emes asked him, “Why didn’t 
you say anything to defend yourself? 
You were innocent! Why were you 
silent?” 
“When a great man gives you Mussar 
[ethical advice or rebuke],” said the 
Sfas Emes, “it is worthwhile to listen, 
even if you don’t deserve it, even if 
you are completely innocent. I wanted 
to hear my grandfather’s Mussar. 
“I have a proof to this from the Torah. 
Moshe Rabbeinu [our Rabbi Moses] 
gave the tribes of Gad and Reuven a 
strong tongue-lashing. He accused 
them of cowardice. He told them they 
were demoralizing the people just like 
the spies did. He went on and on for 
nine verses, and they remained silent. 
They never mentioned that they had 
intended all along to participate in the 
conquest. Why? Because it is always 
worthwhile to hear the Mussar of a 
great man.” 

Shabbat Shalom! 


