

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Friday, July 21, 2017             
 כז תמוז תשע"ז
Shacharis                    7:00  AM 
Mincha                       6:40  PM 
Candle Lighting   6:51/8:04 PM 
Shema/Kezayis            8:46 PM  
 
 

Saturday, July 22, 2017 
 כח תמוז תשע"ז
No Chevra Mishnayos      
Shacharis                       8:45 AM 
Sof Zman K”S               9:23 AM 

Hot Kiddush following 
davening  

(Everyone is reminded to help out and 
clean up after your children.) 

 
Seder        7:20 PM 
Mincha                             7:50 PM  

Seudah Shelishis 
 

Maariv after the conclusion 
of the Rabbi’s shiur 
 
Shabbos Ends              9:12 PM 
 
Sunday July 23  
Shacharis     8:30 AM 

Monday- Rosh Chodesh 
Shacharis                     6:45 AM 

Tuesday-Friday 
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 
 

 
Weekly Iyun Chabura 

We will continue our weekly Iyun 
Chabura learning Maseches 
Sanhedrin on Wednesday nights 
starting at 8:30 pm, followed by 
maariv at approximately 9:15. If you 
are interested in participating, 
sponsoring ($54) and/or need help 
finding a chavrusa please email 
Chabura@YIFL.org.  

Welcome! 
We would like to welcome Bradley 
and Rebecca Goldstoff  who are 
visiting Fair Lawn for Shabbos.  

Welcome! 
We would like to welcome Sarah 
and Yossi Faber who have moved 
into their new home, along with 
their daughter, Daniella.  
 

Tanach Series 
Rabbi Hayyim Angel will conclude 
his series on Biblical Scandals on 
Tuesday at 7:15, on the topic of 
King Ahab: Did he do something 
right? Each lecture is self-
contained.  The cost is $45 per 
household.  To register, please visit 
www.yifl.org/event/TanachSeries. For 
more details, please contact Maury  
Goldsmith at 516-456-1247 or 
maury.goldsmith@gmail.com. 
 

Amazon Smile 
Designate YIFL as your Amazon 
Smile charity. Then shop at  
smile.amazon.com. You get the 
same great prices and YIFL benefits, 
too. Search for National Council of 
Young Israel (Fair Lawn, NJ). 

 
Eruv and Announcements 

Please support our minyanim.  Being 
on time assures that those who are in 
need to say kaddish can do so and 
that we can all conclude in a timely 
manner. 

Please remember to check the up-to-
date status of the Fair Lawn Eruv by 
calling (201) 791-7910 and choosing 
option 4 or by visiting the website 
www.fairlawneruv.com 

 

Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Parashat Matot: Permissible 
“Mesira” 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

The Torah in Parashat Matot tells of the 
war G-d commanded Beneh Yisrael to 
wage against the nation of Midyan, that 
had conspired to cause Beneh Yisrael to 
sin, resulting in a devastating plague that 
killed thousands of people. The word 
used by the Torah to describe Beneh 
Yisrael’s mobilization of an army for 
this war is “Va’yimaseru” – which 
literally means that soldiers were 
“handed over” for this purpose (31:5). 
Rashi explains that the soldiers needed 
to be forced to go out to battle, as 
nobody wanted to fulfill this mission. G-
d had informed Moshe that he would 
pass away upon the completion of this 
war, and so Beneh Yisrael, in their love 
for their revered leader, wanted to delay 
this battle as much as possible in order 
to delay Moshe’s death. Soldiers 
therefore had to be forced to go to wage 
this war against Midyan. 
The Apta Rav added a deeper layer of 
interpretation. He associates the word 
“Va’yimaseru” with the term “Moser,” 
which refers to a Jew who, Heaven 
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 forbid, hands over an innocent fellow 
Jew to hostile gentiles, such as to hostile 
governments. Jewish tradition has 
always viewed “Mesira” – handing over 
a fellow Jew – as one of the gravest sins 
that one can commit. In fact, our 
community, following the custom of 
Halab (Aleppo), includes “Moserim” in 
the “Ve’la’minim” section of the Amida 
prayer in which we pray for the demise 
of certain types of evildoers. However, 
the Apta Rav explained, in preparation 
for the battle against Midyan, Beneh 
Yisrael did a permissible kind of 
“Mesira.” This battle needed to be 
fought by the most righteous members 
of the nation. The soldiers selected for 
this purpose needed to fight solely and 
exclusively for the sake of fulfilling of 
Hashem’s command, and not for any 
ulterior motive or self-serving purpose, 
and thus they needed to be pure, sacred, 
and sincere Sadikim. When the time 
came to select soldiers, the Apta Rav 
said, the people all refused, feeling they 
were not qualified. Nobody saw himself 
as worthy of this role, as having reached 
the level of spiritual greatness needed to 
wage the war against Midyan. This 
problem was solved through “Mesira” – 
by people “handing over” their fellow 
Jews. People came to Moshe and 
“informed” him of their fellow who 
claimed not to be a righteous Sadik but 
was, in fact, exceedingly pious and thus 
worthy of this role. This is how Moshe 
received the information he needed to 
select the most righteous people to wage 
this battle, and they were indeed sent out 
to fight Midyan. 
This is the one kind of “Mesira” that is 
acceptable, and even laudable – 
informing people of other people’s piety 
and fine qualities so they receive the 
respect and admiration they rightfully 
deserve.  
 
Parshas Matos Masei: Money 
and the Kids 

Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

And they said, “We will build sheep 
pens for our livestock here and cities for 
our children.” (32:16) 
The Jewish people reached the plains of 
Moav, the jumping-off point for the 
invasion of Canaan, which was 
imminent. But the tribes of Gad and 
Reuven, rich in livestock, preferred the 

lush pasturelands of the Trans-Jordan to 
shares in Eretz Yisrael proper. They 
asked Moshe for permission to take their 
share in the Trans-Jordan. 
Moshe berated them for letting the 
others fight to conquer Canaan while 
they settled down in their ranches. 
Furthermore, their reluctance to cross 
would have a demoralizing effect on the 
others, just as the report of the Meraglim 
had demoralized the people thirty-eight 
years earlier. 
“This is what we want to do,” they said 
to Moshe. “We want to build sheep pens 
for our livestock here and towns for our 
children. Then we will go quickly at the 
head of the army and fight until the land 
is conquered and apportioned. Only then 
will we return to our homes.” 
“All right,” said Moshe (32:24), “build 
towns for your children and pens for 
your sheep. And make sure you keep 
your word.” 
Notice that Moshe reversed the order of 
their priorities. They wanted to “build 
sheep pens for our livestock here and 
towns for our children.” First let us take 
care of the livestock. Let us make sure 
we have pens in which to keep them so 
they don’t wander off into the hills and 
get lost or stolen. 
Cows and sheep are valuable assets, and 
we have to take good care of them. Then 
they spoke about building “towns for 
our children.” Then we will provide our 
children with a place to live while we are 
at war. 
Oh no, Moshe replied. You have it 
backwards. First of all, “build towns for 
your children.” Make sure you have 
attended to the needs of your children. 
Afterwards, you can also build “pens for 
your sheep.” First you take care of your 
children, then you worry about your 
cattle. 
The Midrash sums up the exchange with 
the verse (Koheles 10:2), “The heart of 
the wise man is on his right, and the 
heart of the fool is on his left.” Moshe’s 
heart was on the right. He had his 
priorities right. Their hearts were on the 
left. They gave precedence to secondary 
considerations. They were more worried 
about their money than their children. 
When we look at this incident, we say to 
ourselves, “How foolish can people be? 
How warped can their values be? How 
can anyone put the welfare of his cattle 
before the welfare of his children?” 

Unfortunately, this is not an isolated 
incident, something bizarre that 
happened thousands of years ago. It is 
an everyday phenomenon. People 
become focused on their livelihood, on 
developing a business, on advancing 
professionally, on building a practice, 
and their kids get lost in the shuffle. 
They don’t realize that they are making 
the exact same mistake as the tribes of 
Gad and Reuven. But it is true. It 
happens all too often. 
Rashi writes (32:24) that the tribes of 
Gad and Reuven did not return home to 
the Trans-Jordan until after the seven 
years of conquest and the seven years of 
apportionment. They remained in Eretz 
Yisrael for a full fourteen years. Those 
little children they left behind — let’s 
assume they were 3 or 4 years old — 
how old were they when their fathers 
returned home? Teenagers! Practically 
adults. The Midrash tells us that their 
fathers were shocked to find that their 
sons had long hair, that they were 
indistinguishable from their pagan 
neighbors. 
This is what happens when parents give 
priority to their wealth over their 
children. 
The Ksav Sofer raises a question with 
the latter part of Moshe’s words. After 
helping the tribes of Gad and Reuven get 
their priorities straight, he told them, 
“Make sure you keep your word.” Why 
was this necessary? 
The answer, says the Ksav Sofer, is that 
Moshe knew with whom he was dealing. 
People who could even think of 
protecting their money before they 
protect their children cannot be trusted. 
They are so intent on their wealth that 
they can do anything. Therefore, Moshe 
had to exhort them to keep their word. 
Rav Tzaddok Hakohein explains that the 
desire for money is greater than any 
other material drive, since it is the only 
one that is insatiable. There is a limit to 
how much a person can eat, to how 
many times he can commit adultery, but 
there is no limit to how much money he 
can accumulate. The quest for wealth 
can become more obsessive than any 
other quest. All too often, the children 
are the price of the wealth. 
 


