

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
October 19, 2018             
 י חשון תשע"ט
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 
Candle Lighting        5:51 PM 
Mincha                         5:56 PM 
Tzeis       6:31 PM 
 
 

October 20, 2018             
 יא חשון תשע"ט
No Chevra Mishnayos        
Shacharis                       8:45 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:57 AM 
 

Kiddush following davening 
(Everyone is reminded to help out and 

clean up after your children.) 
 
Seder      5:10  PM 
Mincha                        5:40  PM  
 

Seudah Shelishis  
Maariv following the Rabbi’s 

shiur 
 

Shabbos Ends              6:59 PM 
Rabbi Reisman            9:00 PM 
 
Sunday 
Shacharis I        7:30 AM 
Shacharis II       8:30 AM 
 
 
Monday - Friday 
Shacharis        7:00 AM 
Night Seder                      8:45 PM 
Sanhedrin Chabura (W)   9:15 PM 
Maariv (M-Th)               10:00 PM 

 
 

 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to Adam and Racheli Stern 
who are visiting for shabbos, along 
with their son, Yehuda. 

 
Women’s Event 

YIFL invites the women of the 
community to an evening of 
inspiration and song in honor of the 
yarzheit of Rachel I’meinu on 
Sunday night, October 21st, at 8:15 
PM. Shiur will be given by 
Rebbetzin Belizon followed by 
special kumzits. 

 
Challah Bake 

There will be a community wide 
challah bake at Shomrei Torah on 
October 24th at 7:00 PM in honor 
Shabbos Project.  Please sign up by 
October 23rd.  Cost is $25.  
https://www.shomrei-
torah.org/event/challahbake  
 
 

Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Parashat Lech Lecha – The 
Uniqueness of the Avot 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

 
Parashat Lech Lecha begins as God 
commands Avram to leave his home 
and to go to Erets Yisrael. The 
Commentators ask why the Torah uses 
the dual-phrase “Lech Lecha,” and not 
just “lech”? 
The Ba’al HaTurim, in his 
commentary to the Torah, offers two 
answers.  
First, he notes that the numerical 

equivalent (gematria) of lech lecha is 
one hundred. God hinted to Avram 
that he would not see the blessings he 
was promised until he reaches the age 
of one hundred. Second, God hinted to 
Avram that he would die in one 
hundred years, at the age of one 
hundred and seventy-five. 
The rabbis teach us that leaving his 
birthplace and traveling to an 
unknown destination was one of the 
ten tests (asara niseyonot) which God 
tested Avraham. However, we might 
ask why this is considered to be a test, 
as God promised him that he would 
receive children, money, and fame. If 
so, this doesn’t seem to be a very 
difficult test!? 
Among the other tests, the Midrash 
relates that Avraham threw himself 
into a fiery furnace rather than 
worship Nimrod. One the one hand, 
this appears to be the greatest test, as 
Avraham was willing to sacrifice his 
life for God. However, it appears 
leaving his home was greater than the 
other tests. The Jewish people, 
throughout history, succeed in 
momentary tests, similar to 
Avraham’s test of faith. However, an 
open-ended test, day after day, is 
much harder.  
God commands Avraham to move to 
Erets Yisrael, where there is a famine, 
and he must leave to Egypt, where his 
wife is taken captive. Avraham 
experiences one problem after the 
other. This test spanned years; it is 
harder to “live” a sacrifice, than to 
“die” in sacrifice.  
The Mesilat Yesharim explains that 
every day we are tested. These are the 
day to day tests which we confront, 
and they are difficult. Great people 
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don’t only pass their momentary tests, 
but they excel day after day. 
The Ramban explains that our 
forefathers were unique in that their 
actions created templates for the rest 
of Jewish history. This is known as 
“maaseh avot siman lebanim.” For 
example, he explains that just as 
Avraham went in to the land of Israel 
and settled at Hai, years later 
Yehoshua’s first stop when he brings 
the people into Israel in Hai. Similarly, 
the Ramban explains that just as 
Avraham went to Egypt because of a 
famine, and God punishes Pharaoh for 
taking Sarah, and then Avraham is 
released and sent away with gifts, 
years later the sons of Yaakov go to 
Egypt due to a famine, and after being 
enslaved by Pharaoh they are set free 
with great wealth. Avraham created 
the templates for Jewish history. For 
this reason, it is important to carefully 
study the lives of the avot, who created 
these templates for their 
descendants.  forefather of the Jewish 
people.  
 

Parshas Lech Lecha – 
Location is Everything 

Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

 
Hashem [G-d] told Avram to go to the 
Land of Canaan. Avram traveled to the 
Land of Canaan, and pitched his tent. 
The Torah narrates: “From there he 
relocated to the east of Beth-el and 
pitched his tent, with Beth-el on the 
west and Ai on the east; and he built 
there an altar to Hashem and invoked 
Hashem by Name” [Bereshis 12:8]. 
Is it not strange that the Torah uses so 
many words just to tell us where 
Avram pitched his tent? We know the 
general vicinity. Does it really matter 
for all eternity if it was west of Beth-
el or east of Beth-el? At any rate, we 
do not have the exact geometric 
coordinates of where the tent was 
pitched. The Torah is always so 
‘stingy’ in the use of words – why is 
the Torah suddenly so verbose? 
Anyone who has dealt in real estate 
knows that the three cardinal 

principles of real estate acquisition 
are: Location, Location, Location. If 
one is going to open a new business, 
he must very carefully research the 
location that he is choosing. Is there 
traffic? Is it open? Is it accessible? Is 
there parking? Location is everything. 
The Chofetz Chaim explained the 
verse as follows: Avram was 
concerned about this concept. Avram 
was also going into ‘business’. He was 
in the business of drawing people 
close to Hashem (‘kiruv’). Therefore, 
he needed to be very particular about 
where he pitched his tent. He could not 
afford to just pitch his tent on a side 
street, where someone would straggle 
by once every three days. That would 
not be good for Avram’s business. 
Avram carefully chose the main 
crossroads between the two major 
cities of the area – Beth El and Ai, so 
that everyone traveling anywhere in 
the area would pass by his tent. He 
specifically built his altar in that 
location. 
The question that we must ask 
ourselves is as follows: how much 
time and effort and thought do we 
invest in planning where to place our 
business so that our business will be 
successful, and how much time and 
effort and thought do we invest in 
placing ourselves in a situation where 
our spirituality will be successful? 
This is the difference between Avram 
and us. The location of Avrum’s tent 
was crucial because his spirituality 
was his ‘business’. 
Shlomo [Solomon] wrote in Mishlei 
“If you will pursue it (fear of Hashem) 
like you pursue money, then you will 
find fear of Hashem.” [Mishlei 2:4-5]. 
We call consultants and we spend 
sleepless nights and we spend fortunes 
to ensure that our businesses are 
successful. We must apply the same 
effort to success in areas of 
spirituality. 
At a Siyum (a festive meal made when 
one completes learning a portion of 
Torah) we say, “We toil and they toil. 
We toil and receive reward and they 
toil and do not receive reward. We run 
and they run. They run to a pit of 

destruction and we run to the life of 
the World to Come.” 
I once heard an insight from Rabbi 
Nachman Kowalsky, of Blessed 
Memory: who cares what ‘they’ do? 
What difference does it make that they 
toil or that they run? Why is that 
included in the recitation at the 
Siyum? After all it is ‘our’ siyum! 
The answer is that if we want to know 
how to be successful in our learning 
endeavors we must look at how ‘they’ 
toil in ‘their endeavors’ and how 
‘they’ run towards their aspirations in 
life. 
It always amazes me that when seats 
go on sale for a World Series, people 
camp out in line for a night or two 
beforehand to make sure that they can 
purchase “good tickets”. (For ‘Rock 
Concerts’ the advance wait in line can 
be 4 or 5 nights!) 
Imagine the best Torah teacher in the 
world — whoever that might be — 
would be coming to town and tickets 
would go on sale for that lecture. How 
many people would camp out a whole 
night to guarantee that they would 
receive good tickets to the shiur 
[Torah class]? 
“If like money you will pursue it…” If 
one runs after spirituality like he runs 
after money or like he runs after sports 
or after all of life’s trivialities, then he 
will find fear of Hashem. 
This is why the Torah went to such 
great lengths to describe the process 
by which Avraham pitched his tent. 
Location mattered to him, because 
location would determine the success 
of his spiritual endeavor. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 


