

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
July 20, 2018             
 ח מנחם אב תשע"ח
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 
Mincha                        6:40  PM 
Candle Lighting   058:/256:  PM 
Repeat Shema      8:47 PM 
 
 

July 21, 2018 
 ט מנחם אב תשע"ח
Chevra Mishnayos     8:00 AM 
Shacharis                       8:45 AM 
Sof Zman K”S             9:22 AM 
 

Groups for ages 6 & up 
 

Kiddush following davening,  
(Everyone is reminded to help out and 

clean up after your children.) 
 
Mincha                        2:30  PM  
Seudah Shelishis at Home 

 
Fast Begins                 8:22 PM 
Shabbos Ends              9:13 PM 
Baruch Hamavdil bein Kodesh 

L’chol 
Change into non-leather shoes 

Maariv/Divrei Hisorerus/ 
Eicha         9:30 PM 
 
Sunday-Tisha B’av 
Shacharis/Kinos               9:00 AM 
Chatzos                             1:03 PM 
Mincha        7:30 PM 

“Becoming a Believer”- 
Divrei Chizuk/Singing 

Maariv         8:45 PM 
Fast Ends        9:02 PM 

 
 
Monday-Friday 
Shacharis                   7:00 AM 
Night Seder                      8:45 PM 
Sanhedrin Chabura (W)   9:15 PM 
Maariv (M-Th)               10:00 PM 

 
Tisha B’av Camp 

There will be camp for children ages 
3-10 on Tisha B’av at Ahavat Achim 
for those who signed up.  

 
Shabbos Mevarchim Kiddush 

Please join us for a special hot 
Kiddush, Shabbos Parshas Eikev, 
August 4th, to celebrate all the new 
families that have joined and will 
be joining our Kehilah. To be a 
sponsor ($100) contact Jack 
Mermelstein at (201) 341-5369 
or drjacksmod@gmail.com. 

 
Kol HaNe’arim Talis 

Forms were sent out for the Kol 
HaNe’arim Talis.  Please submit 
your order by August 15th. 

 
Yizkor Books 

Forms were sent out for the Yizkor 
books.  If they are not submitted by 
August 20th, your previous listing 
will be included and you will be 
billed accordingly. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parshas Ha’Shavua 

Parashat Devarim – The 
Root Cause of the Churban 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

Each year we discuss Tisha BeAv and 
the destruction of the First and Second 
Temple before Parashat Devarim. Of 
course, we hope that these words will 
not be necessary or relevant, as we 
pray that the Bet HaMikdash will be 
rebuilt. Similarly, some report that a 
certain famous rabbi would put his 
Kinot is geniza each year, and buy a 
new book each year, hoping that each 
year will be the last year.  
The Talmud (Yoma 9a) teaches that 
the first Temple was destroyed 
because the people violated three 
cardinal sins: Idol worship, forbidden 
sexual relations, and bloodshed. The 
Second Temple, however, was 
destroyed due to “sinat hinam” - 
wanton hatred. The gemara then asks, 
and in the First Temple era was there 
really no baseless hatred? The gemara 
suggests that while during the First 
Temple period it was only the leaders 
of the nation who harbored baseless 
hatred for each other, during the 
Second Temple period, the nation as a 
whole engaged in wanton hatred.  
The Talmud further suggests that 
during the First Temple period, the sin 
was exposed and evident to all 
therefore, and they made no attempt to 
hide their behavior. In this case their 
punishment was also revealed and 
they knew that they would return to 
the Land after seventy years. During 
the Second Temple period, however, 
the people attempted to disguise their 
behavior, and therefore, the scope and 
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extent of their punishment was also 
disguised and kept a secret.  
Let us ask a simple question: What is 
the sin of “sinat hinam”? Seemingly, 
eating hametz on Pesah, or violating 
the Shabbat are worse sins! There 
seem to be so many more severe sins 
than sinat hinam. Why do the Rabbis 
insist that the Temple was destroyed 
due to sinat hinam? Interestingly, 
elsewhere (Nedarim 81a) the Talmud 
attributes the destruction of the First 
Temple to the people not reciting 
Birkot HaTorah, the blessings said 
each morning before learning Torah. 
Here too, we must ask, is it possible 
that this is the reason for the 
destruction of the first Temple and the 
exile of the Jewish people? 
I would like to suggest the following 
idea: While it is true that during the 
First Temple period they violated the 
three cardinal sins, the Rabbis 
searched for the source, the reason for 
their sins. The Rabbis suggested, 
based upon a verse in Yirmiyahu 
(9:11), that the people did not say the 
blessings over the Torah. Do the 
Rabbis really believe that the Temple 
was destroyed because the people did 
not recite the Birkot HaTorah before 
studying Torah? 
The word “Torah” means instruction. 
The Torah is a guide; an instruction 
manual. Torah is meant to offer 
guidance and refine the character of a 
person. The Rabbis teach that the non-
Jews have much wisdom, “hochma 
bagoyyim ta’amin”; however, they do 
not have Torah, i.e. their wisdom is 
not intended to change and refine a 
person. There is a separation between 
the philosophy and the behavior.  
R. Meir Shapiro, the founder of the 
Daf HaYomi, noted that in Pirkei 
Avot, each and every teaching is 
attributed to a person, because the 
ethical teachings can be demonstrated 
by the behavior of its teacher.  
However, Torah only changes, and 
elevates a person when it is studied 
with the proper intention. When we 
see people who learn Torah but do not 
behave properly, we must assume that 
they are not learning Torah properly.  

The Rabbis wondered how, during the 
First Temple Period, people who are 
learning Torah could also violate these 
three grave sins? They explained that 
“they did not recite the blessings 
before [studying Torah],” in other 
words, they did not put the Torah in 
the proper context and learn it 
properly, with the right intentions. The 
purpose of Torah is to grow into a 
better person.  
Therefore, the root cause of the 
destruction of the first and second 
Temple was not really the three 
cardinal sins, or sinat hinam, rather, 
the Temples were destroyed because 
they learned Torah without any 
intention to change. During the First 
Temple, this improper learning led to 
the violation of the three sins, and 
during the Second Temple, it led to 
sinat hinam. Unfortunately, the 
Temple has not been rebuilt because 
we haven’t yet succeeded in 
internalizing our Torah study, and 
allowing the Torah to shape and refine 
our personality, and become better 
people.  
The Talmud relates that Rabbi Akiba 
taught, “ve’ahavta lere’acha kamocha- 
zeh klal gadol baTorah” – “And you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself, 
this is a great principle in the Torah.” 
We can explain that the “klal gadol”, 
the “great principle”- is the essence of 
Torah, and loving our fellow man is an 
outgrowth of the proper approach to 
and study of the Torah.  
 

Parshas Devarim – Don’t 
Flaunt It 
Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

“You have enough, circle the mountain, 
and turn to the north (tzafonah).” 
(Devarim 2:3) 
The Kli Yakar lived during a time when 
the Jews enjoyed prosperity, and he did 
not approve of the way they dealt with 
it. He urged them to be more discreet, to 
keep a low profile and not draw 
attention to themselves with 
ostentatious lifestyles. 
He supported his exhortation with a 
homiletic interpretation of Moshe’s 
words to the Jewish people. “You have 

enough, circle the mountain, and turn to 
the north (tzafonah).” The word 
tzafonah can also be translated as “the 
hidden.” In other words, you have 
enough material things. Now hide them! 
If you’ve got it, you don’t have to flaunt 
it! 
Eisav has a long memory, writes the Kli 
Yakar. Whenever he sees Yaakov 
prosper, he believes with all his heart 
that it is only because of the blessings 
that he believes Yaakov stole, the 
blessings that should have gone to 
Eisav. 
Yaakov himself was already worried 
about this. When famine struck all of the 
Middle East, everyone was forced to run 
to Egypt, the only place where large 
stockpiles of food existed. It was the 
only way to avoid starvation. 
Yaakov’s pantry, however, was well 
stocked with food, and his family could 
have gone a long time without a trip to 
Egypt. Nonetheless, Yaakov sent them 
to buy food. “Lamah tisra’u?” he said. 
“Why should you show off?” According 
to Rashi, Yaakov was concerned about 
the children of Eisav and Yishmael. 
Why should they see that you have 
plenty of food while they are starving? 
That would be a foolish thing to do. 
Living in the United States, which is so 
liberal, so tolerant, we tend to forget this 
important lesson. Regardless of how 
benign American society is, it is still 
exile. We still live among non-Jews, not 
all of whom share the full measure of 
tolerance which has made this country 
the superpower that it is today. We still 
need to watch our step. If we have been 
blessed with prosperity — money, real 
estate, nice homes, automobiles and 
clothing — there is no need to flaunt our 
wealth. 
“Why do you show off?” said Yaakov. 
It is impolite. It is unwise. It is even 
dangerous. 

Shabbat Shalom! 


