

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Friday, May 26, 2017             
 א סיון תשע"ז
Shacharis                    6:45  AM 
Mincha                       6:30  PM 
Candle Lighting   6:46/7:59 PM 
Shema/Sfira/Kezayis   8:42  PM  
 
 

Saturday, May 27, 2017 
  ב סיון תשע"ז
Shacharis                       8:35 AM 
Sof Zman K”S               9:11 AM 
 

Hot kiddush following 
davening sponsored by 

Lauren Pruzansky, in honor 
of Ari receiving his smicha 
and graduating from law 

school  

 (Everyone is reminded to help out and 
clean up after your children.) 

Seder        7:15 PM 
Mincha                             7:45 PM  

Seudah Shelishis 
 

Maariv after the conclusion 
of the Rabbi’s shiur 
 
Shabbos Ends              9:09 PM 
Rabbi Reisman  10:30 PM 
 
Sunday & Monday 5/28-29  
Shacharis     8:30 AM 
  
Tuesday 5/30 & Friday 6/2 
Shacharis                     7:00 AM 

 
 

 
 

Shaleshudes Setup/Cleanup  
Setup: A-K 

Cleanup: L-Z 
 
Survival of a Nation 

Rabbi Bergstein began giving a JLI 
course on the history of the six day 
war on May 21.  For more 
information, please contact Rabbi 
Bergstein at 201-362-2712 or 
RabbiBergstein@flchabad.com. 

 
Tanach Series 

Rabbi Hayyim Angel will be 
beginning a series on sefer 
Yehoshua, beginning June 13th.  
For more details, please contact 
Maury Goldsmith at 516-456-1247 
or maury.goldsmith@gmail.com. 

 
Eruv and Announcements 

Please support our minyanim.  Being 
on time assures that those who are in 
need to say kaddish can do so and 
that we can all conclude in a timely 
manner. 

Please remember to check the up-to-
date status of the Fair Lawn Eruv by 
calling (201) 791-7910 and choosing 
option 4 or by visiting the website 
www.fairlawneruv.com 

 
Amazon Smile 

Designate YIFL as your Amazon 
Smile charity. Then shop at  
smile.amazon.com. You get the 
same great prices and YIFL benefits, 
too. Search for National Council of 
Young Israel (Fair Lawn, NJ). 

 
Shavuos Schedule 

Tuesday 5/30 – Erev Shavuos 
Candle Lighting                8:02 PM 
Mincha                             8:05 PM 
Maariv following the Rabbi’s 
shiur 
 
Wed. 5/31 – 1st Day of Shavuos 
All night learning  12:00AM
Shacharis I                  4:55 AM
Hanetz Hachama        5:27 AM
Shacharis II                8:35 AM
Sof Zman K”S            9:10 AM
Women’s shiur at 
the Belizons  
(33-01 Berdan Ave) 4:30 PM
Mincha   8:05 PM
Maariv following 
the Rabbi’s shiur 
Candle Lighting/ 
Preparation not 
before                         9:11 PM
  
Thurs 6/1 – 2nd Day of Shavuos
Shacharis                    8:35 AM
Sof Zman K”S            9:10 AM
Rus and Yizkor  
Children’s Program 
at YIFL        4:30 PM
Women’s shiur at 
YIFL             5:00 PM
Mincha 7:45 PM
Neilas HaChag 8:00 PM
Maariv following Neilas 
HaChag 
Yom Tov Ends           9:12 PM

 

Chag Sameach! 
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Shabbos Parshas  
Bamidbar and Shavuos 

     מדברב שבת פרשת
 חג שבועות




  

 Parshas Ha’Shavua 
Shavuot: The Torah Belongs to 
Us 

Rabbi Eli Mansour 

The Gemara in Masechet Shabbat (88b) 
tells that when Moshe went up to the 
heavens to receive the Torah, he did not, 
shall we say, have an easy time. Instead of 
having the “red carpet” rolled out for him 
and receiving a warm welcome, he 
received a fierce argument. The angels 
vehemently protested G-d’s decision to 
give the Torah to human beings. They 
argued that the Torah was a “Hemda 
Genuza” – a precious treasure that had 
been with G-d in the heavens ever since 
the time of creation. Why, they asked, 
should it be given to lowly humans? They 
insisted that its rightful place was in the 
heavens. In the end, of course, Moshe 
successfully resisted this challenge, and 
G-d gave us the Torah. 
The very last time I was privileged to hear 
Hacham Ovadia Yosef ZTL speak, during 
a trip to Israel in the final year before his 
passing, he offered a beautiful explanation 
of this story.  
There is a law in Halacha called “Bar 
Mesra,” which establishes that a person 
who sells real estate must offer the right of 
first refusal to his neighbor. Thus, for 
example, if a person is selling his home, 
before putting it on the market, he must 
offer the property to his neighbor. Only if 
the neighbor is not interested in 
purchasing the property, or if the neighbor 
is unwilling to pay the market price for the 
property, may the homeowner put the 
house up for sale. The reason for this 
Halacha is that the land has special value 
to the neighbor. He can, if he so desires, 
combine the two properties into one large 
property. Given the unique benefits that 
the property offers to the neighbor, the 
Sages enacted this law requiring a seller to 
offer his neighbor the right of first refusal. 
On this basis, Hacham Ovadia explained 
the angels’ claim. Before G-d went ahead 
and “sold” the Torah to Beneh Yisrael, the 
angels insisted on exercising their right of 
first refusal. As they reside in the heavens, 
they felt entitled to lay claim to the Torah, 
and to prevent G-d from offering it to 
human beings far away on Earth. 
But if this is the case, then why were the 
angels mistaken? If they had a legitimate 
Halachic argument for why the Torah 
should remain with them, why did they 
lose their case? 
Hacham Ovadia answered that there is an 
important exception to the rule of “Bar 

Mesra.” Namely, if the seller’s son is 
interested in the property, then, according 
to the ruling of the Rif (Rabbi Yishak of 
Fez, Morocco, 1013-1103), the son must 
be given precedence, even over the 
neighbor. Meaning, if both the neighbor 
and the son want to purchase the property 
and are prepared to pay the market value, 
the son is given precedence. 
This easily explains why the angels were 
wrong. Although the angels were the 
Torah’s “neighbors,” as they resided in the 
heavens, Beneh Yisrael are the 
Almighty’s children, as Moshe Rabbenu 
proclaims in the Book of Debarim (14:1), 
“You are the children of Hashem your G-
d.” Therefore, we are given the right of the 
first refusal, so-to-speak, and we were 
given the Torah in spite of the angels’ 
opposition. 
When we celebrate our receiving the 
Torah on Shabuot, we celebrate the fact 
that the Torah belongs to us, that we, as 
the Almighty’s children, are its rightful 
owners. 
 
Parashas Bamidbar: Torah 
Takes Root in a Person who says 
“Change Me” 

Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

The Medrash gives a parable in this 
week’s parsha: There was a King who 
wanted to build a palace and scouted 
around for an appropriate site. He went 
into one city after another and in each 
city the people ran away from him, 
indicating they did not want the palace 
in their town. Finally he came to a 
deserted ghost town and the few people 
there graciously and gratefully accepted 
the King’s offer to build a palace in their 
town. The King said, “This is the place 
where I will build my palace.” 
The Medrash explains the parable: 
When G-d wanted to give the Torah, he 
went to the sea and it ran away, as it is 
written “The sea saw and fled” 
[Tehillim 114:3]. G-d then went to the 
mountains and they ran away, as it is 
written “The mountains skipped like 
rams” [114:4]. He then came to a 
desolate desert (Sinai), which accepted 
Him with open arms, and G-d gave the 
Torah in a desert. 
What are our Rabbis trying to tell us 
with this parable? 
Why didn’t those cities want the King’s 
palace? Because they knew that building 
the palace in their cities would impact 

on their lifestyle. They had certain ways 
of doing things; they had certain 
customs. They knew that building a 
palace in their city would mean changes 
for them. The ghost town knew that it 
had nothing. They were saying, as it 
were, “Remake us. We have nothing 
anyway. We want you. We’ll accept you 
and we’ll take with your palace all the 
changes that accompany it.” 
If one wants to accept Torah, he must be 
like a desert — ready and open with no 
baggage. Torah takes root in a person 
who says, “Change me.” 
Many of us have had the experience of 
dealing with apparently “religious” 
brethren and have sometimes come 
away disappointed. Our reaction 
invariably is “This is Torah? This is all 
that Torah can do for a person? I thought 
Torah was supposed to change a person! 
Here is a stereotypical guy with ‘beard 
and payos’ and he is ripping me off!” 
Someone once said, and it is a very 
important point: “Never judge Judaism 
by Jews.” Judaism is bigger than most 
any Jew that one will find. If one wants 
to judge Judaism by a particular Jew, he 
must look at the Chofetz Chaim or Rav 
Chaim Ozer or Rav Moshe Feinstein. 
Why? Because they made themselves 
like a desert and said, as it were, to G-d, 
“Change me.” They let themselves 
become desolate and open for the Torah 
to permeate them. 
The rest of us are like those cities. We 
are not really ready to fully change. If 
we accept it, we want to accept it on our 
terms. Therefore the Torah cannot 
change us, because we are not willing to 
be changed. 
This is what our Sages are hinting at 
when they tell us that Torah was given 
in a desert. Torah can only really change 
someone who is willing to be changed. 
When a person makes himself like a 
desert in his acceptance of Torah, that is 
when he can be changed to the extent 
that G-d can say, “You are My Servant, 
Israel, in whom I can be glorified.” 
[Yeshaya 49:3] 
When people are not prepared to make 
themselves like the desert, the Torah can 
not make them over. The result is that 
sometimes we find people to be less than 
we would expect. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 


