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Having, at last, listened to the sound-track of Hamilton so many times that I can at last make out the words in the 
hip-hop sections, my curiosity about from where our nation sprung up convinced me to read Joseph J. Ellis’ The 
Quartet where he describes the rivalries and accomplishments of the core founders of America. So, imagine my 
surprise when reading an endorsement of religion by George Washington in his Farewell Address of 1796:

“Let it simply be asked: Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of 
religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with 
caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the 
influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail in exclusion to the religious principle.”  

The questions of why we accord to power and influence to the Torah, and how we search for divine influence in our 
Jewish laws and customs are what we take up in two ways – one fun and one a bit more formal – on Tuesday night 
May 30th, with the holiday of Shavuot!

Shavuot is a Hebrew word meaning “weeks” and refers to the Jewish festival marking the giving of the Torah at 
Mount Sinai. Shavuot, like so many other Jewish holidays began as an ancient agricultural festival, marking the 
end of the spring barley harvest and the beginning of the summer wheat harvest. Shavuot was distinguished in 
ancient times by bringing crop offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Shavuot, also known as the Festival of the Giving of the Torah, dates from 
biblical times, and helps to explain the holiday’s name, “Shavuot--Weeks.” 
The Torah tells us it took precisely forty-nine days for our ancestors to travel 
from Egypt to the foot of Mount Sinai where they were to receive the Torah. 
Thus, Leviticus 23:21 commands: “And you shall proclaim that day 
(the fiftieth day) to be a holy convocation!” The name Shavuot, “Weeks,” 
then symbolizes the completion of a seven-week journey.

From the Rabbi



Thursday May 11, 7:15pm-8:15pm
 Torah Study with Hazzan Brian
Saturday May 13, 9:30am
 Linda Koppleson speaking
Thursday May 25, 7:15pm-8:15pm
 Torah Study with Hazzan Brian
Tuesday May 30, 6:30pm-7:30pm
 Ice cream mix in event for Shavuot
     *followed by services in Bridgewater 
 from 8:00pm-11:00pm

	 Like Rabbi John Schechter on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/RabbiSchechter 

 
                                                  

Torah Study 
with 

Hazzan Brian
Thursdays, 

May 11th & 25th
7:15-8:15
at CBI



A Note from Hazzan Brian Kalver 
about His Current Adult Ed Programs...

So, I consider myself  to be something of  a Jacob-of-all-trades when it comes to Judaism. 
I spent five years at the Academy for Jewish Religion learning to be a cantor.  
On top of  music and chanting, there were many additional Jewish topics taught.  

Let me back up a few months.  When I signed on to be your cantor last September, I was 
looking forward to running adult education programs.  Not only was I excited to teach 
programs that involved singing, instrumental music or learning about the rich and varied 
world of  Jewish music, but I was excited to share all the additional knowledge I gained.  
(And let this be an advertisement to anyone in the congregation who would be interested 
a music program with several participants, or one on one:  Call me and we can make 
beautiful music together.)  So far, a few people took me up on my offer for one-on-one 
learning;  I’ve been helping several congregants with torah readings, and have worked 
on duets for prayer services. Over the winter I started running two evening 
programs for adults:  the Adult Hebrew Reading Class on Wednesday 
nights, and the Torah Study Group every other Thursday night.  



Torah Study Group: A saying in Pirkei Avot (5:22) goes:  “Turn it (the Torah) and 
turn it, for everything is in it.  Reflect on it and grow old and gray with it.”  That’s a 
pretty good saying.  Makes you want to study Torah, no?  

The CBI Torah Study Group, as I have been told, has a history that dates back a few 
cantors.  Yet, I feel like I’ve been given the chance to put my own stamp on it.  We have 
only met three times so far, so any one who wants to join it is not too late! 

It works like this.  Each session starts with me giving a pithy synopsis of  the chapters 
we are planning to cover, and me sharing some features that are particularly interesting.  
We take turns reading, a few psukim at a time, followed by a discussion of  what we have 
read, during which we share our individual impressions of  the text and how it relates to 
our ideas about Judaism, religion and God.  

The folks who have been coming to the Torah Study Group all have a strong interest 
in learning about the Torah, and each seems to look at the topic from a different 
perspective.   In the discussions, everyone has the chance to say what they find 
interesting, or just to listen to the discussions, as they wish.   

In the next session (as of  this writing) we will be reading the story of  Noah (or part of  
it – it’s a long story) as we work our way from the beginning of  Sefer B’reishit (the Book 
of  Genesis) towards the end of  Sefer D’varim (the Book of  Deuteronomy.)  There’s 
more than enough room at the table, and I am extending a standing offer to meet 
separately with anyone who wants to go off in a different direction with their 
Torah study.

Adult Hebrew Reading.  A few months ago, I took this over the Adult Hebrew 
Reading class from the Rabbi.  The class is divided about 60/40 between focused 
drilling of  reading Hebrew words from a lesson book and selections from the Siddur, 
and schmoozing (I won’t say which is the 60 and which is the 40).  I always try to add 
some song-versions of  the selections from the siddur. 

If  anyone would like to improve their Hebrew reading or Hebrew understanding, I 
would be very happy to work with you one-on-one or in groups of  any size.   

I’ll close with this Talmudic sounding saying that I just made up:   Barukh she’amar. 
Blessed is the One who spoke (and so created the world).  Ma hu “amar” dikhtiv 
“Vayomer HaShem, ‘y’hi or, vay’hi or’ ” Af  atah emor b’ivrit. This is a lame play on 
words from the Talmud (Sota 14a).  Come to a Torah Study Group Session or a Hebrew 
lesson and I’ll tell you what it is supposed to mean.



Our Shabbat morning service on May 13, 2107 will be a special service celebrating Jewish Women at 
CBI.  All women are invited to take a special part in the service, either by doing one or several of the 
things on the following list, or in some other way that moves you.   

Reading from the torah – let us know how many p’sukim you think you can handle.  
The longest aliyah is 9 p’sukim.

Reading the haftarah – let us know if there is a limit on the number of p’sukim you can handle.

Offering a short d’var torah, teaching or inspirational statement.

Sharing a kavana* or an original (English or Hebrew) prayer, or an original (English or Hebrew) ver-
sion of a traditional prayer, that you find or compose yourself that speaks to the role of women or of 
a particular woman in Judaism.

Leading in Hebrew all or part of the prayer service in the siddur – let us know if there is a particular 
prayer you can lead (e.g., the Sh’ma or the Amida) or if you can lead a broader part of the service 
(e.g., Shacharit or the Torah Service).

Serving as a gabbai

Leading one of the English songs or prayer settings by Debbie Friedman that we are planning on 
including in the service (And You Shall Love, Miriam’s Song, Oseh Shalom).

Lead an English prayer, such as Prayer for Our Country, Prayer for Peach or Prayer for the Women of 
the Wall (seehttp://www.womenofthewall.org.il/prayer-for-women-of-the-wall/).

Taking an Aliya

Carrying, lifting or wrapping the Torah

Helping us prepare a written program and handouts

Helping us tie the service to donations to a food bank, women’s shelter or other good cause

Helping with promotion or organization
  
This Women’s Service started as a project of Marjorie Davison and Hazzan Kalver.  If you have sug-
gestions on how to make it a meaningful service, please contact Hazzan Kalver.  

*In the context of prayer, the Hebrew word “kavana” (pl. “kavanot”) is typically translated as “inten-
tion,” and the Heblish phrase “a kavana” means a meditation or idea that is set in one’s mind just 
before starting a line of prayer or a part of a service so that the prayer is performed with a particular, 
focused intention.  In many modern prayer services, suggestions for kavanot are offered just before 
the prayer is recited, and can take the form of the description of an image or a phrase, story or a 
poem to be held in the mind during the prayer.    

Upcoming Special Service



Linda Coppleson 
to speak at Women’s Service 

on Saturday morning May 13, 2017 at 9:30 am

Calling all CBI women!  Please come to Shabbat morning services on May 
13, which will be a special Women’s Service.  Women of CBI are invited to 

participate both in designing the service and in leading the service by 
leading a prayer from our siddur, or offering a new prayer that expresses 

their perspective as a Jewish woman.  Women are also invited to 
participate in the Torah and Haftara readings, and to use the Women’s 
Service as a chance to brush up their reading skills, or to learn to read a 

few verses for the first time!

Linda Coppleson is a Conservative, egalitarian, Jewish ritual scribe and 
artist.  She is one a small number of scribes who are women (sofrot).  At our 

Women’s Service, Linda will speaking to the CBI congregation about the 
rigors and artistry of producing Torah scrolls and other sacred documents, 
and sharing her experiences as a Jewish women with a calling to take on 

the sacred art of a scribe. 

Please contact Hazzan Kalver, by e-mail at hazzankalver@cbibr.org or 
by cell phone at 973-886-5574 if you want to participate.  

Shabbat Guest Speaker



You are warmly invited 
      

Then join the larger community from 8 – 11 p.m. 
in a discussion of “Why we believe what we do?”  

--a panel discussion and dessert with the rabbis of the 
community where we’ll take on the issue of autonomy in 

American Judaism. At Temple Sholom, 
594 N. Bridge St., Bridgewater, NJ.  



Dear Friends and Family of Rabbi John,
We hope you can make it!

If you have any questions please feel free to 
contact Sara in the main office at office@cbibr.org.

There will also be a special Birthday Book created for the Rabbi 
and presented to him that night. 

Please add your wishes!  There was a link in Tuesday Tidbits.
(Pricing information shown in form)



Refugee Action Committee
Next meeting 

Sunday, June 11 @ 10:45am

If you are interested in getting involved, 
please contact 
Jane Simon 

janesimon1964@comcast.net or 
Mike Berg 

Michael.Berg@verizonwireless.com

	 	
PLANNING AN EVENT? 

 

Keep CBI’s Catering Facility in Mind! 
 

If you are planning a special occasion, consider using our 
spacious and elegant hall for your next simcha.  

 

When celebrated in the sanctity of the Temple, weddings, 
B’nai Mitzvah, Brit, Baby Namings and other life cycle events 

take on a more spiritual significance.  
 

We have a marvelous panel of caterers 
from which to choose. 

 
Contact the CBI Office: 908 204-1412, x104 or office@cbibr.org 

May Cooking Club event:
Summer salads

Favorite salads and recipes 
(date and venue tbd)

Our next Make-A-Meal : 

Dates to come...

Debbie and Marcy



The Boomers are going back to Broadway!   
     Website: http://www.groundhogdaymusical.com/

Please join us on Sunday, September 10, when we see 
GROUNDHOG DAY, 
the winner of the 2017 Olivier Award for Best Musical, 
Best Actor, Andy Karl. The critics are raving!
 
It’s a classic boy meets girl, boy meets girl,
boy meets girl story! 

Meet Phil Connors, a disgruntled big-city weatherman 
mysteriously stuck in small-town America reliving the 
same day over and over and over again-with no conse-
quences, no regrets, no tomorrows, and no hangovers. But 
once he starts getting to know associate TV producer Rita Hanson, he discovers it’s a day of second, third and fourth 
chances. 

Based on the iconic film, GROUNDHOG DAY The Musical is reimagined bythe award-winning creators of the 
international hit Matilda The Musical-including director Matthew Warchus and songwriter Tim Minchin-with a book 
by original screenwriter Danny Rubin.Starring two-time Tony Award® nominee Andy Karl, GROUNDHOG DAY 
is the new musical comedy about living life to the fullest, one day at a time.

   AUGUST WILSON THEATRE
   245 West 52th Street
   New York, NY  

   SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
   3 PM  

Please RSVP by May 15 and mail your check payable to: CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL 
40 Whitenack Road   Basking Ridge, NJ 07920    

$120 per person 
Orchestra 

TICKETS ARE LIMITED!



       The Boomers invite you to...

 
WE'RE GOING, ARE YOU?  

Rabbi's 60th Birthday Celebration & Fundraiser
$75 per person

CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL
SATURDAY, JUNE 24

7:30 PM

Please RSVP by June 4

SAVE THE DATE 
SATURDAY NIGHT
JULY 22
details to come...



Glenn Wechsler
Religious School Director

 There is a Hasidic tale of the blacksmith who apprenticed 
to the master.  He worked hard to perfect his craft.  In time 

he took over the trade, but his customers dwindled away.  He went to the rabbi and asked why.  
 The rabbi told him, “My child, you have learned your trade well.  You can forge the 
metal, place the anvil, strike a smart blow with the hammer.  But, alas, you have not learned to 
kindle the spark.”
 In any endeavor there is no substitute for passion.  It moves us to transcend ourselves 
and accomplish great things. As Norman Vincent Peale said “There is real magic in enthusiasm. 
It spells the difference between mediocrity and achievement.”  This phenomenon is readily 
seen in our Religious school faculty.  Each of our educators have different teaching styles, 
methodologies and even understandings of  Judaism, but all share the same commitment to and 
love for working with children and a passion for transmitting the beauty of the Jewish tradition 
to them. There are many excellent Hebrew school textbooks in circulation that may readily 
impart Jewish knowledge to our children.  Without an “igniting spark” from our teachers, 
though, this knowledge is meaningless and quickly forgotten.  For to create something that is 
alive and significant you need a spark.  The late Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel put it this way: 

 Everything depends on the person who stands in front of the classroom…What we need 
more than anything else is not textbooks, but text-people. It is the personality of the teacher 
which is the text that the pupils read: the text that they will never forget.  

Special thanks are due to CBI’s wonderful Religious school faculty – Jan Wasserman, Rabbi 
Susie Kassel, Haim Deutsch, Andrew Dorsch, Joel Shapiro, and Chazzan Kalver - who 
simultaneously served as role models to our children, shared their enthusiasm for Judaism,  
worked long hours preparing lessons and made every effort to meet each child’s unique needs.

An extra special thanks is due to long time Religious school administrator, Andrea Dubovy for 
doing all the visible and “invisible” things for which a school couldn’t run and for her wisdom 
and guidance.

It is our hope that during the school year our children grew in knowledge of Jewish culture, 
history, holidays, the Hebrew language and prayers; experienced the joys of Jewish living; 
developed connections to Jewish values and traditions; strengthened their relationships with 
Israel and the Jewish people; worked to better our community and grew in acts of tzedakah and 
loving kindness.

Have a wonderful summer.



Religious School 

Fun!





Religious School Calendar

Friday, May 5         All Religious school Shabbat dinner - honoring our 3rd & 12th graders  
          and Andrea Dubovy

Happy Spring

Enjoy your Summer

See you in the Fall!



	

Friday evenings - 7:30pm

Oneg Friday, May 5th in honor of Alexa Clarkin’s Bat Mitzvah

Saturday mornings - 9:30am

Kiddush Saturday, May 6th in honor of Alexa Clarkin’s Bat Mitzvah

Would you like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush, and support CBI? 

It can be in honor of a special occasion, such as 
a birthday,  an anniversary, a graduation, a milestone, or just because.  

Please contact the office
 office@cbibr.org

 Shabbat Services 

Need a BABYSITTER or 
a Mother’s Helper?

Get out and have fun with the help from one 
of our own members!!

Please consider this list of available CBI teenagers 
whose contact information is listed in the directory

          Rachel Breslau Basking Ridge
         Erica Isaacs  Bedminster
         Alex Kelly  Mendham
         Cameron Lipton Warren
         Meghan Miller Bernardsville
         Alex Simon  Gladstone
         Lily Simon  Gladstone
         Sam Foster  Chester/Mendham
         Eli Foster  Chester/Mendham
         Maya Zucker  Basking Ridge
         Lauren Wasserman Green Brook

If you have a teen you’d like to be 
included in this directory, 

please contact office@cbibr.org



Look for more activities coming soon!

For more information, email me at haleylevine19@gmail.com or 
Maya Zucker at chaverimbbyo5317@gmail.com.

Parents can contact our advisor, Janice Zucker 
at jalderz@optonline.net or 908-963-5357. 

Follow us on Instagram @Chaverim_BBYO!  

	 Like Rabbi John Schechter on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/RabbiSchechter 

 
                                                  



Jill & Doug Sherman
In memory of Jill’s beloved father, Gerald Jaffe
From, Gayle & Michael Braunstein

Linda & Glen Rosenthal
Mazel Tov on Andrea’s wedding
From, Pam & Steve Ball

Bobi Commer
In memory of your father, Dr. Morton Brenner
From, Pam & Steve Ball

Shari Lapa and Family
In memory of your beloved father, Ross Glasser
With our love, Maureen & Steve
From, Linda & Glen Rosenthal
From, Pam & Steve Ball
From, Debby & Larry Rosin
From, Nancy, Rich, Stephanie & Jenny Cook
From, Susan Rider & Brian Siegel

Alan & Judi Weinstein
Mazel Tov on the birth of your grandchild!
From, Debby & Larry Rosin

Trees
A tree has been planted in Israel
Shari Lapa and Family
In memory of your beloved father, Ross Glasser
From, Ellen & Bill Marks
From, Gayle & Michael Braunstein

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Shari Lapa and Family
In memory of your beloved father, Ross Glasser
From, Nancy & Fred Okun
From, Nancy & Bob Novack

Rabbi John Schechter
With our heartfelt thanks for all you did to prepare 
Janie for her Bat Mtizvah
From, Hillary & Patrick Kelly

Andrea Dubovy
In appreciation of all her efforts
From, Nancy & Bob Novack

A special thank you to Hazzan Brian Kalver 
for conducting the entire Hebrew portion of the 
funeral service as well as the first minyan of the 
shiva. Rabbis’ & all of my friends & family 
were honored by Hazzan’s graciousness and 
heartfelt voice. 
From, Fraida Zusman

May 2017
Donations have been made to the synagogue for the following occasions:

To... congratulate someone on a B’nai Mitzvah
        honor a Graduate
        say “I’m sorry for your loss” or remember a loved one
        tell someone you’re thinking of them
        thank someone for their kindness
        wish Mazel Tov on a wonderful occasion or achievementTributes $18

Tree Certificates $18 per tree
Siddur or Mahzor $54
Dedicate a volume of the Schotten-
stein edition of the Talmud $100

A card will be sent to the recipient and listed here.
To order, contact Sara in the office at 

204-1412 x104   or    cbibr.org   or    40 Whitenack Road, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Tributes



	 Yahrzeits  
Zichronam Livrakhah — Their Memories are a Blessing 

July 2015 
 

May 1 - May 31

Lori Paikoff Kessler mother of Sherry Mandel
David Rappaport father in law of Susan Rappaport
Therese Kuhles mother of John Kuhles
Dick Lewent father of Judy Lewent
Henry Ruderman father of Jerold Ruderman
Edwin Stolzer father of Howard Stolzer
Caroline Klein mother of Milton Klein
Herman Kosson father in law of Harold Small
Stanley Leipsner grandfather of Joyce Davis
Pearl Hilton Okin mother-in-law of Elna Robbins
Suzanne Lapper sister of Steven Lapper
Anna Kiell mother of Paul Kiell
Werner Sherry father of Pnina Hiller
Henry Schoen father of James Schoen
Bena Fein cousin of Lee Breslau
Ben Heller grandfather of Maris Rosenberg
Laura Weinstein grandmother of Nancy Braunstein
Al Lapper father of Steven Lapper
Marilyn Hinden mother of Natalie Kuhles
Joseph Lapa father of Alan Lapa
Barbara Becker mother of Mary Kleinstein
Anna Alexander grandmother of Lydia Muller & Jennifer Aaron
Anne Sobel mother of Susan Orshan
Shelly Flicker mother of Heather Silver
Theodore Silver father of Adam Silver

We Pass The Mourning of...

We extend our condolences to Jill Sherman on the loss, this spring, of her father, Gerald Jaffe, 
who lived in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. His obituary may be viewed at :

 http://obits.pennlive.com/obituaries/pennlive/obituary.aspx?n=gerald-s-jaffe&pid=184609035

Memorial contributions can be made to 
Camp Ramapo for Children,  22 Camp Ramapo Rd, Rhinebeck, NY 12572 

or Humane Society of Harrisburg,  7790 Grayson Rd, Harrisburg, PA 17111. 

May God comfort Jill and Doug Sherman, and their extended family.

	 Yahrzeits  
Zichronam Livrakhah — Their Memories are a Blessing 

July 2015 
 



Rabbi 
John S. Schechter
(908) 204-1412 x105
rabbischechter@aol.com

Cantor
Brian Kalver
(908) 204-1412 x106

President
Anne Nemetz
respondez2015@gmail.com

Religious School Director
Glenn Wechsler
(908) 204-1294

Office Administrator
Sara 
(908) 204-1412 x104
office@cbibr.org

Bookkeeper
Caron Katz
(908) 204-1412 x103
myaccount@cbibr.org

Religious School
Administrative Assistant
Andrea Dubovy
(908) 204-1412 x124
religschool@cbibr.org

Building Management
Gale Braunstein
(908) 377-0162
gale@taylormgt.com

Executive Committee
President
Anne Nemetz

First Vice President
Robert F. Simon

Vice Presidents
Ellen Marks
Nancy Cook

Treasurer
David Braunstein

Secretary
Howard Stolzer

Assistant Secretary
Gale Braunstein

Trustees-at-Large

Michael Berg
Gayle Braunstein
Steve Joachim
Craig Lipset
Hilary Kelly
Dorit Kransdorf
Shari Lapa
Lydia Muller
Heather Silver

Immediate Past President
Fred Okun

COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
*New committees still forming!

Boomers and Beyond
 Pam Ball
 Diane Newman

Budget and Finance
 Steve Joachim

Building
 Gale Braunstein

Caring
 Pam Ball

Kippot and Tallit Sales
 Michelle Ganes

Membership
 Nancy Cook
 Ellen Marks

Memorial Wall
 Dorit Kransdorf

Religious School
 Nancy Braunstein
 Nancy Novack

Sisterhood
 Lydia Muller
 Marla Sommer

Men’s Club
 Michael Berg

Social Action
 Shari Lapa

Refugee Action Committee
 Jane Simon
 Michael Berg

Holiday Committee
 Dorit Kransdorf
 Hilary Kelly

Technology & Operations
 Craig Lipset
 Howard Stolzer

Chai-Lites
This newsletter is published by
CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL

40 Whitenack Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
phone (908)204-1412        Fax (908)204-1887

Email office@cbibr.org
Office Hours

Monday-Thursday  9am-5pm
Wednesday  9am-6pm (during Religious School)

Friday  9am-2pm

Submit your articles and advertising requests to the attention 
of Sara or Heather at office@cbibr.org
DEADLINE is the 15th of the month



Support our fellow congregants and 
local businesses who advertise with us!

	

Amy Kamenir, MA, LPC 
Licensed Professional Counselor

Specialist in working with: 

• Anxiety/Depression
• Grief/Loss/Bereavement
• Coping with Acute/Chronic Illness
• Parenting Skills/Issues
• Family Relationships
• Relationship Counseling
• School Difficulties
• Coping Skills
• Self Esteem

510 Mt. Airy Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

(973) 214-9691

 Jewish Hospice Care

    *Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
    *Home Health Aide Support for Family
    *Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
    *Complimentary Chicken Soup plus Harp 
      and Massage Therapies

Accredited by the National Institute  
for Jewish Hospice

49 Veronica Ave. 
– Suite 206 –

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by the National Institute  
for Jewish Hospice

49 Veronica Ave. 
– Suite 206 –

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

49 Veronica Ave.
-Suite 206-

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by The National Institute
for Jewish Hospice




