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Notes from the Corner Office

I have always found great insights in the writings of Rabbi Harold Kushner. In his book “To Life!” he says that “Worship refers to 
all our efforts to come in contact with God.” He then points out that beyond prayer (“the verbal form of worship”), that “For Jews, 
there are at least two other forms of worship that figure largely in our spiritual lives”. Those two other forms are study and performing 
a mitzvah. 

How lucky for us that Congregation B’nai Israel allows us to participate in all three forms of worship! In fact when we attend services 
we can do all three at once: pray, study, and perform the mitzvah of making a minyan for those who come to say the Mourner’s 
Kaddish. 

But beyond traditional services there are many opportunities to study: 
 • Come hear one of the speakers. We’ve hosted at least one every month! 
 • Attend a Saturday morning Breakfast Club and engage in meaningful dialogue with your fellow congregants. 
 • Work with Cantor Brian Kalver to learn a new prayer (Ramkol) or how to chant Torah 
 • Study Hebrew Wednesday nights @ 7:30 pm – and look for Sunday morning adult education offerings. 
 • Join our weekday or Sunday book club.   

And in terms of Mitzvah: 
 • The Social Action and the Refugee Action committees as well as Make-a-Meal, all provide many opportunities for us to   
 help heal the world. 
 •Join the Caring Committee, to lend a hand to those within our congregation who are in need of assistance and support. 
 •Volunteer your time to our congregation!  By giving a couple of hours a month, you could enhance our programing and   
 operation (contact me). 

 Rabbi Kushner says “Worship in Judaism is not a final exam in theology, in which God examines what we know and affirm. It is a 
quest for a certain kind of emotional-spiritual experience.” So, come experience “worship” with us – in any and all of its glorious 
forms!

See you soon! Anne  



TUESDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB 
January 31 @ 10am

Everything We Keep
By: Kerry Lansdale

For questions please contact Nancy 
Cook nancyfcook@gmail.com

Friday 2/3/16 : Tot Shabbat 6:30pm
Thursday 2/9/17 : Torah Study 7:15pm
Thursday 2/9/17 : Sisterhood Night at 
Bistro 73 7:30pm
Sunday 2/12/17 : Tu Bishvat 
environmental speakers  9:00 am
Thursday 2/23/17 : Torah Study 7:15pm
Sunday 2/26/17 : Make a Meal at CBI

CBI
Sunday Book Club
February 12th @ 9:30am

Moonglow 
By: Michael Chabon

Questions???    *    Debby Rosin    *    entmom1219@aol.com



Join the Fun at 
Congregation B’nai Israel’s
40 Whitenack Road, Basking Ridge 07920 

Annual Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 12 from 12:00-1:30

immediately following Religious School

$5/person at the door-cash only please :)
children under 2 are free!

food and drink tickets are $1 each
Some new snacks and games, same favorites from years past.
Lots of prizes-games are free and everyone wins something!!

Free arts & crafts and tattoos & gems

Come join the fun!!!

Don’t miss out!!!

Sign up to take part in a “Dress Your Esther” contest :

Dads, uncles, older brothers, male family members only to be dressed-

bring your outfits, accessories or hunt for things in our community 

costume selection-who knows what you’ll find!



Coming soon...

The CBI RamkoL is a new feature that you will start seeing soon at Shabbat services. 

What is the CBI RamkoL not???  A choir.  It is not a choir. 

What is the CBI RamkoL???  Ramkol is the Hebrew word for a loudspeaker, and the CBI RamkoL is a 
human amplification system for singing during services.   The CBI RamkoL is a section of the congregation 
that is designated for people who want to sing out, stamp their feet on the ground, wave their hands in 
the air, and so forth and so on.   

Who is in the CBI RamkoL???  Whoever sits in the RamkoL section.  Anyone can and should join the 
CBI RamkoL.  The CBI RamkoL is for all ages.

Do I need to know Hebrew to be in the CBI CBI RamkoL?  No. There’s transliteration.  

Do I need to sing well?  No.  Just loud.  It’s the Cantor’s job to carry the tune and pronounce all the 
words.   You just sing out loud. 

How do I join the CBI RamkoL???  Sit in the CBI RamkoL section and you’re in!

Is that all there is to the CBI RamkoL?  No, of course not.  Don’t be ridiculous.  The CBI RamkoL is also a 
group of people that know or want to learn the words and melodies for songs in our Shabbat service.   
The CBI RamkoL will lead the congregation in our “traditional” melodies, and will also be the ones who 
roll out new melodies.   At some point, there may be hats that say “CBI RamkoL” involved, but we’re not 
there yet.

Do I have to come to services every Shabbat?  No.  But when you do come, you’ll find that services might 
be more engaging and energetic.



Come join your friends at CBI for a wonderful trip to Ellis Island!

Ellis Island  — Sunday May 21, 2017

The Refugee Action committee and Religious School committee invite you to join us on May 
21st for a trip to Ellis Island to visit and learn about one of the most important immigrant gateways to 

America.  Also get to know more of our CBI members on this wonderful trip.  We will have a coach 
bus take us from CBI to Liberty State Park where we will catch the ferry ride to Ellis Island.  Audio 

tape for each individual is included as well as a Ranger lead tour on the island.  If time allows, the 
Statue of Liberty island next door can also be visited at no additional cost 

(There is an additional fee for crown access).

Date:      Sunday May 21st
Activity:     Trip to Ellis Island 

Cost:    Approx. $45 per adult/ $36 per child (under 13)-All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Approx. schedule:    Leave CBI at 9 am and return by approx. 4:30 pm.

Lunch is not included. Limited food service is available at Ellis Island and Liberty Island, and picnics 
are encouraged.  

There are only 55 spots available and will be filled on a first come basis!   
To secure our spots during this busy time of year, we will need all interested members to  RSVP no 

later than Feb 10th to reserve your spots. Be sure to tell us how many people are in your group and the 
ages of the kids (there may be a further discount for those under 5).

Hope to see you there!
For More information, contact:

Mike Berg:   mikeberg67@verizon.net
Benny Chouequet:  chouequet@gmail.com

RSVP BY FEBRUARY 10!





Refugee Action Committee
Next meeting is on 

Sunday, February 26 at 10:45am 
at B’nai Israel.

If you are interested in getting involved, 
please contact 
Jane Simon 

janesimon1964@comcast.net or 
Mike Berg 

Michael.Berg@verizonwireless.com

Mazel Tov to the Refugee Action Committee for collecting and 
mailing over 60 pounds of yarn and over 100 sets of knitting needles 
to refugees living in camps in Greece. Inspired by Roberta Elliott 
(CBI Shabbat speaker 12/9/16) and her efforts, these knitting 
supplies will provide refugee 
women the means to occupy their 
time with an activity that is both 
enjoyable and useful. A 
wonderful example of Tikkun 
Olam (healing the world)! If you 
are interested in getting involved, 
the Refugee Action Committee 
welcomes new members (contact 
Jane Simon or Michael Berg).



Save The Date!

	 Like Rabbi John Schechter on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/RabbiSchechter 

 
                                                  

3rd Annual Rock and Roll Blue Jeans Party
March 25th       7-11PM

Dinner; Beer, Wine & Soft Drinks; Dancing; 
Beer Pong; 50/50 Raffle; Silent Auction

On Saturday, March 25th Congregation B'nai Israel will host the annual Gala, 
celebrating a night of giving and entertainment in our very own Social Hall.  

With THE ALTMAN BROTHERS BAND (featuring our Congregant Stu Altman), 
the evening is sure to be a memorable one!

Tickets are $54pp  
Please RSVP by March 14th!



A WORD FROM OUR RABBI

Dear Congregants,

Please join me and two special speakers for a 9 a.m. – 10: 30 a.m. brunch in honor of the 
Jewish environmental holiday of “Tu Bishvat” on Sunday, February 12th, in the Social Hall, 
at CBI. 

Our guests for this bagel-and-lox breakfast will be Prof. Richard Wener of NYU, 
a specialist in Environmental Psychology (including prison design, hospital layout and mass 
transit.) He is a humorous lecturer, well regarded for his civic concern by both his students 
and Maplewood neighbors.

Mr. Jose Aguto leads the Sustainable Energy and Environment Program, of the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation. Prior to joining FCNL, Jose worked for the National 
Congress of American Indians as the Senior Policy Advisor for tribal climate, energy and 
environmental issues, as Senior Policy Advisor with USEPA’s American Indian Environmental 
Office. He has a B.A. in International Relations from Brown University, and a J.D. from 
Villanova University School of Law.

He has given presentations on the climate science, politics, and solutions to audiences who may 
not have prior knowledge of these issues, including to incoming Legislative Assistants of the 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism. Recently, he has also advocated in support of the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe's position on the Dakota Access Pipeline, including on Capitol Hill 
with a tribal representative. 

Tu Bishvat began as a mystic’s journey into the natural environment in the 16th century and 
later became an international Zionist holiday, to celebrate and care for the land of Israel. 
Reinterpreted in America by a new generation, Tu Bishvat now also signals our concern for 
the earth’s future.

Please RSVP to office@cbibr.org 

I look forward to sharing a fascinating discussion with you,
Rabbi John S. Schechter

A WORD FROM OUR RABBI



COME MEET OUR NEW CANTOR,
BRIAN KALVER

 Four wonderful opportunities to come to Congregation B'nai Israel and sit with 
Cantor Kalver, Rabbi Schechter and your friends at CBI.

Sunday, February 26th 11am - 12  brunch in the Social Hall
_________________

Friday, March 17th 6:15 - 7:15 pm -
Dinner in the Social Hall

(Only $10 payment per person for this Sabbath dinner which has generously been underwritten by a congregant)
_____________________

Saturday, March 18th 11:30 am – 12:45 pm -
Lunch following services

(regular services will be held from 9:30 – 11:30am)
_____________________

Sunday, March 19th 11 am - 12 brunch in the Social Hall.

Please RSVP to office@cbibr.org stating which brunch or meal you you’ll attend. If you wish a private 
visit at your residence or office by the Cantor, we’ll be happy to arrange that as well.



Sunday
January 29th

Pancake Breakfast



	

Friday evenings - 7:30pm

Saturday mornings - 9:30am
February 18th and March 4th there will be Breakfast Clubs at 9:30am

Would you like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush, and support CBI? 

It can be in honor of a special occasion, such as 
a birthday,  an anniversary, a graduation, a milestone, or just because.  

Please contact the office
 office@cbibr.org

 Shabbat Services 



February 5 : join us for a Scavenger Hunt at Bridgewater Commons 
(400 Commons Way, Bridgewater)
2pm-4pm, for a super fun afternoon! 
We all hope to see you guys during these next few events!!

For more information, email me at haleylevine19@gmail.com or 
Maya Zucker at chaverimbbyo5317@gmail.com.

Parents can contact our advisor, Janice Zucker 
at jalderz@optonline.net or 908-963-5357. 

Follow us on Instagram @Chaverim_BBYO!  

Need a BABYSITTER or 
a Mother’s Helper?

Get out and have fun with the help from one 
of our own members!!

Please consider this list of available CBI teenagers 
whose contact information is listed in the directory

          Rachel Breslau            Basking Ridge
         Erica Isaacs  Bedminster
         Cameron Lipton Warren
         Meghan Miller            Bernardsville
         Alex Simon  Gladstone
         Lily Simon  Gladstone
         Sam Foster  Chester/Mendham
         Eli Foster  Chester/Mendham
         Maya Zucker  Basking Ridge
         Lauren Wasserman  Green Brook

If you have a teen you’d like to be 
included in this directory, 

please contact sunrise@cbibr.org

	 	
PLANNING AN EVENT? 

 

Keep CBI’s Catering Facility in Mind! 
 

If you are planning a special occasion, consider using our 
spacious and elegant hall for your next simcha.  

 

When celebrated in the sanctity of the Temple, weddings, 
B’nai Mitzvah, Brit, Baby Namings and other life cycle events 

take on a more spiritual significance.  
 

We have a marvelous panel of caterers 
from which to choose. 

 
Contact the CBI Office: 908 204-1412, x104 or office@cbibr.org 



 

 February 9th:
3rd Annual Sisterhood Dinner  

at Bistro 73
 

May Cooking Club event:
Summer salads

Favorite salads and recipes 
(venue tbd)

Boomers Does Broadway!! 
Tickets to the next hit of the Broadway Season, 
“Dear Evan Hansen”, Sunday April 2nd, 3:00 pm. 
All his life, Evan Hansen has felt invisible. But when a tragic 
event shocks the community and thrusts him into the center 
of a rapidly evolving controversy, Evan is given the opportunity of a lifetime: the chance 
to be somebody else. A new American musical, Dear Evan Hansen is a deeply personal 
and profoundly contemporary story about a little lie that changes everything.
Orchestra seats are $160 each. RSVP required.

RSVP to boomers@cbibr.org

Our next Make-A-Meal : 
February 26 and March 19.
Debbie and Marcy



Glenn Wechsler
Religious School Director

 The story is told of a mother bird flying with her three baby birds, when they come to 
a large ocean.  It was too wide for the baby birds to fly around and too long for them to fly 
across.  So the mother bird said to the first baby bird, “If I carry you across the ocean, how will 
you repay me for it?”  The baby bird responded, “The next ocean we come to I will carry you 
across.”  The mother bird said, “That’s a silly answer.  You’re too small to carry me across.”  
She asked the same question to the second baby bird, and it answered, “when I’ve grown up 
I’ll carry you across the ocean.” The mother bird shook her head and said, “Even when you’re 
grown up, I won’t need you to get across the ocean.”  Then she turned to the third bird who 
answered, “Someday I’ll be a mother bird and I’ll have children of my own, and I’ll do all the 
things for them that you’ve done for me.”  And that, of course, was the right answer.
One of the most impressive aspects of the CBI Religious School is the cadre of 10 teen 
assistants who work in the program.  Besides serving as a bridge between the children and 
adult staff and expressing a youthful enthusiasm that adds vitality to the program, the teens 
are making meaningful contributions to our Religious School’s success.  On any given Sunday 
one can find the teens assisting our teachers in the classroom, kitchen or wherever else they are 
needed and leading individualized Hebrew reading practice sessions with students.  
In observing their interactions with the children one can’t help but be inspired by the 
maturity, patience, sensitivity, enthusiasm and high degree of responsibility they display. 
They demonstrate a commitment to the physical and emotional welfare of our students that 
is uncommon for the typical teenager.  Whether it is helping a confused child wrestle with a 
letter or vowel, interacting with a shy student or simply offering a compassionate ear or an 
encouraging smile to someone in need, the teens are outstanding.  In short, they are making a 
difference and serving as role models.
Recently, Rabbi Schechter and I met with the teen group to discuss their impressions of 
Religious School up until now, and to determine whether opportunities may exist for them to 
make an even greater contribution to the school’s success.  They offered many exciting ideas 
ranging from beautifying the Religious School walls with murals and photos to spearheading a 
community service project and facilitating activities with the students. 

The success of the teen program at Religious School is a testament to Rabbi Schechter’s 
leadership, the values expressed by the CBI community and especially the example set by the 
school faculty.  Before our very eyes, children who have been nurtured by our teachers, have 
become the nurturers of the next generation of students.  Mentees have become mentors.  It’s a 
circle of love as the long time beneficiaries of encouragement and care have become the givers 
of support, guidance and nurturance.  



Religious School Calendar

Friday, February 3                  Tot Shabbat-(Story telling & songs w/ Rabbi & Cantor)

                                                   7:00-7:30pm

                                                   Family Service 7:30-8:30pm

Sunday, February 5                 School: Grades 1-7

                                                   Pre K/Kindergarten Tu B’Shevat Program

Friday, February 10                K-8 Shabbat dinner 6:15-7:15pm

Saturday, February 11            Tu B’Shevat

Sunday, February 12               School: Grades 1-7

7th Grade Social Action

Sunday, February 19               NO SCHOOL – PRESIDENTS WEEKEND                                  

Wednesday, February 22      HEBREW HIGH #6

Saturday, February 25            K-5 leads services 9:30am

Sunday, February 26               School: Grades 1-7

Friday, March 3                       Tot Shabbat-(Story telling & songs w/ Rabbi & Cantor)

                                                   7:00-7:30pm

                                                   Family Service 7:30-8:30pm



In the community... 
(from our friend Connie Moore):

  

Please Help Spread The Word!

David Salomon,  from Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim in Cranford, has End Stage 
Kidney Disease and desperately needs a life saving donor kidney, blood type O.   

David is a caring and generous person with a loving family who has given so much 
to the community.  He now needs the community's help!

 
The family/synagogue are working with Renewal, a remarkable non-profit 

organization, to help find a living donor. 
 

For more information about kidney donation, please call (718) 431-9831 
or email R1140@renewal.org

Renewal’s website is www.renewal.org

	 Like Rabbi John Schechter on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/RabbiSchechter 

 
                                                  



Dr. Alan Lapa & Family
In memory of your beloved mother and grandma, 
Shirley Lapa
From, The Fguer Family
From, Debbie, Steve, Zak, Matt & Ashley Levin
From, Michele Ganes
From, Gale and Elayne Braunstein
From, The Rider/Siegel Family

To Debbie Skobel
Congratulations on becoming a grandmother!
From, Gale Braunstein

Robert Schachter
In memory of your beloved mother, Phyllis 
Schachter
From, Pam & Steve Ball
From, Gayle & Michael Braunstein

Thank You

The Joachim Fund 

A Yahrzeit Donation
(On the Memoriam Anniversary of a loved one)

Mildred & Milton Klein
In memory of Lena Zemel, mother of Mildred Klein

Nancy Okun
In memory of Nettie Doctofsky, mother of Nancy 
Okun 

Donna & Howard Stolzer
In memory of Edwin Ezor, father of Donna Stolzer

Jerome Sheitelman, Harriet Sheitelman & Elaine 
Furman
In memory of their father, Jacob Sheitelman

Trees
A tree has been planted in Israel

Caring Committee

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Dr. Alan Lapa and Family
In memory of your beloved mother and grandmother, 
Shirley Lapa
From, Nancy, David, Andrew and Seth Braunstein

Prayer Book
A prayer book has been donated in memory of 
Blanche Ingber, 
mother of Brian Ingber
From, Gayle & Michael Braunstein

February 2017

Donations have been made to the synagogue for the following occasions:

To... congratulate someone on a B’nai Mitzvah
        honor a Graduate
        say “I’m sorry for your loss” or remember a loved one
        tell someone you’re thinking of them
        thank someone for their kindness
        wish Mazel Tov on a wonderful occasion or achievementTributes $18

Tree Certificates $18 per tree
Siddur or Mahzor $54
Dedicate a volume of the Schotten-
stein edition of the Talmud $100

A card will be sent to the recipient and listed here.
To order, contact Sara in the office at 

204-1412 x104   or    cbibr.org   or    40 Whitenack Road, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Tributes



	 Yahrzeits  
Zichronam Livrakhah — Their Memories are a Blessing 

July 2015 
 

	 Yahrzeits  
Zichronam Livrakhah — Their Memories are a Blessing 

July 2015 
 

January 29, 2017 – February 25, 2017

Jerome Hahn father of David Hahn
Florence Seligman grandmother of Scott Miller
Eileen Marie Kelly mother of Patrick Kelly
Esther Newman mother of Charles Newman
Edwin Ezor father of Donna Stolzer
Stefanie Lynn Brown sister-in-law of Lorie Isaacs
Benjamin Hiller father of Anatol Hiller
Lucille Rosenthal mother of Glen Rosenthal
Maurice Chouequet father of Benny Chouequet
Jacob Sheitelman father of Jerome Sheitelman
Jacob Sheitelman father of Harriet Sheitelman
Allen Isaacs father of Andrew Isaacs
Miriam Ruben Spitalny mother of Robin Klein
Jerome E. Stevens husband of Ellen Stevens
Marvin Wolk grandfather of Matthew Wolk
Marvin Wolk grandfather of Emily Wolk
Lynne Small wife of Harold Small
Gerald Mays uncle of Lee Pressler
Jerome Stevens brother-in-law of Steven Joachim
Fred Becker father of Mary Kleinstein
Jerome Stevens brother-in-law Maureen Joachim
Ruth Kalver mother of Brian Kalver
Murray Nedell grandfather of William Marks

We Pass The Mourning of...



Rabbi	
John	S.	Schechter
(908)	204-1412	x105
rabbischechter@aol.com

Cantor
Brian	Kalver
(908)	204-1412	x106

President
Anne	Nemetz
respondez2015@gmail.com

Religious School Director
Glenn	Wechsler
(908)	204-1294

Office Administrator
Sara	Faber
(908)	204-1412	x104
office@cbibr.org

Bookkeeper
Caron	Katz
(908)	204-1412	x103
myaccount@cbibr.org

Religious School
Administrative Assistant
Andrea	Dubovy
(908)	204-1412	x124
religschool@cbibr.org

Building Management
Gale	Braunstein
(908)	377-0162
gale@taylormgt.com

Executive Committee
President
Anne	Nemetz

First Vice President
Robert	F.	Simon

Vice Presidents
Ellen	Marks
Nancy	Cook

Treasurer
David	Braunstein

Secretary
Howard	Stolzer

Assistant Secretary
Gale	Braunstein

Trustees-at-Large

Michael	Berg
Gayle	Braunstein
Steve	Joachim
Craig	Lipset
Hilary	Kelly
Dorit	Kransdorf
Shari	Lapa
Lydia	Muller
Heather	Silver

Immediate Past President
Fred	Okun

COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
*New committees still forming!

Boomers and Beyond
	 Pam	Ball
	 Diane	Newman

Budget and Finance
	 Steve	Joachim

Building
	 Gale	Braunstein

Caring
	 Pam	Ball

Kippot and Tallit Sales
	 Michelle	Ganes

Membership
	 Nancy	Cook
	 Ellen	Marks

Memorial Wall
	 Dorit	Kransdorf

Religious School
	 Nancy	Braunstein
	 Nancy	Novack

Sisterhood
	 Lydia	Muller
	 Marla	Sommer

Men’s Club
	 Michael	Berg

Social Action
	 Shari	Lapa

Refugee Action Committee
	 Jane	Simon
	 Michael	Berg

Holiday Committee
	 Dorit	Kransdorf
	 Hilary	Kelly

Technology & Operations
	 Craig	Lipset
	 Howard	Stolzer

Chai-Lites
This	newsletter	is	published	by

CONGREGATION	B’NAI	ISRAEL
40	Whitenack	Road,	Basking	Ridge,	NJ	07920
phone	(908)204-1412								Fax	(908)204-1887

Email	office@cbibr.org
Office Hours

Monday-Thursday		9am-5pm
Wednesday		9am-6pm	(during	Religious	School)

Friday		9am-2pm

Submit	your	articles	and	advertising	requests	to	the	attention	of 		
Sara	Faber	or	Heather	Silver	@	sunrise@cbibr.org

DEADLINE is the 15th of  the month



Support our fellow congregants and 
local businesses who advertise with us!

	

Amy	Kamenir,	MA,	LPC	
Licensed Professional Counselor

Specialist in working with:	

•	 Anxiety/Depression
•	 Grief/Loss/Bereavement
•	 Coping	with	Acute/Chronic	Illness
•	 Parenting	Skills/Issues
•	 Family	Relationships
•	 Relationship	Counseling
•	 School	Difficulties
•	 Coping	Skills
•	 Self 	Esteem

510	Mt.	Airy	Road
Basking	Ridge,	NJ	07920

(973)	214-9691

 Jewish Hospice Care

    *Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
    *Home Health Aide Support for Family
    *Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
    *Complimentary Chicken Soup plus Harp 
      and Massage Therapies

Accredited by the National Institute  
for Jewish Hospice

49 Veronica Ave. 
– Suite 206 –

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by the National Institute  
for Jewish Hospice

49 Veronica Ave. 
– Suite 206 –

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

49 Veronica Ave.
-Suite 206-

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by The National Institute
for Jewish Hospice




