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Notes from the Corner Office 
 
When I was a kid, it did not seem to me that the Sabbath was much of a gift for the 
Jewish people. With all of its restrictions about not working, or watching TV, or turning 
on lights, it seemed more like a punishment. Of course at the time I also couldn’t 
appreciate how delicious it was to sit on a lounge chair on a beautiful summer day and 
just read a book. So, I think we can safely say my sense of what is a gift for the soul and 
body has changed. Over time I have learned to love the gift of Shabbat services, both 
Friday night and Saturday morning!  
 
Friday night is the ultimate “come as you are”. That is true not only for how you are 
dressed, but also for where your mind is. Worried; come let the beauty of the melodies 
soothe you. Tired; let joining your fellow congregants in song rejuvenate you. Busy; for 
an hour let yourself be contently in one place with no outside distractions. And there is 
friendly conversation and dessert afterwards, a combination that surely will set your 
weekend heading in the right direction.  
 
Saturday morning is more like attending a good lecture or reading an interesting article. It 
feeds your mind and broadens your perspective. It is a perfect reminder that we as 
humans are more than an accumulation of to-do list items to complete, but we are able to 
transcend the mundane to think about universal truths and contemplate our role in the 
world. I always walk away with something new to think about during the week. And this 
is true whther it is a regular Saturday morning service, or one of our new Breakfast Club 
mornings.  
 
And of course they are family friendly – and friend friendly.  So, bring them along!  
 
 Come, the peace of Shabbat awaits you. But I warn you, it is a bit habit forming. And 
that too is a gift.  
 
See you soon: Anne  



TUESDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB -
December 6th at 10am
The Sisters Weiss by Naomi Ragen.

For questions please contact Nancy Cook 
nancyfcook@gmail.com

December 2 : Tot Shabbat 6:30-7:00 pm
    Sisterhood and Men’s Club Vodka & Latkes
    following services around 8:30

December 4 : CBI Book Club Sundays @ 9:30 am @ CBI
  "The Hare with Amber Eyes" by Edmund de Waal

December 4 : Refugee Action Committee meeting
         @ 10:45 am @ CBI

December 6 : Tuesday Morning Book Club at 10am @ CBI

December 11 : Hanukkah Mart/event during Religious School

December 18 : Blood Drive and “Goods” Drive

	 Like Rabbi John Schechter on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/RabbiSchechter 

 
                                                  



CBI
Sunday Book Club
Sunday, December 4th @ 9:30am 
at Congregation B’nai Israel

The Hare with Amber Eyes
by Edmund de Waal

Come join your fellow readers for bagels and a 
discussion of this family memoir that follows a prominent 

Jewish family through the turmoil of the 20th century.

Questions???    *    Debby Rosin    *    entmom1219@aol.com



Shabbat Guests and Speakers



Please Join us For a 

Hanukkah Nosh and Shop 

 

 

All Congregation B’nai Israel members are invited to join in a casual Hanukkah 
celebration in the Social Hall on Sunday morning, December 11th from 10:00 
to 12:00.  

This is an opportunity to schmooze with fellow congregants, maybe indulge in 
some Latkes and donuts, drink some coffee and shop for some Hanukkah 
items.  

The items for sale will include Hanukkah gift wrap, cards, gift labels, candles, 
dreidels, and other assorted Hanukkah items.  

We look forward to seeing you there!!!! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Dorit Kransdorf at doritk@optonline 
or Hilary Kelly at patrickandhilary@verizon.net 

.net



Sunday December 18th from 8:30-1:30 at CBI

Register now for the annual CBI / St. Marks Community Blood Drive. 

This year we have an online registration for time slots. Please click on 
the link and register, enter the code under ‘find a drive’, then click 
on the red arrow next to CBI for a time slot. We will be holding the 
Blood Drive in the Social Hall this year, we will not have the Blood 
Mobile. The Red Cross has a critical shortage of blood during the 

holiday season so please donate and give the gift of life! 

Any questions contact Pam Ball at prball12@gmail.com or 
www.redcrossblood.org and 

enter sponsor code BaskingRidgeBlood

The CBI Refugee Action Committee is holding a “goods drive” during our CBI blood drive on December 
18th, to benefit the refugees involved with the Church World Service of Jersey City. CWS of Jersey City 
is involved in every aspect of resettling refugees within New Jersey, including basic needs support, case 
management, cultural orientation, health access assistance and intensive job preparation and placement 
services.  Donating these goods is an easy way to support the newest and most vulnerable members of our 
community. We ask you to please consider donating the following much needed items by bringing them to 
the middle room of the CBI social hall, throughout the blood drive:
 
- new Queen and Twin sheet sets  - cooking utensils  - serving bowls
- complete sets of flatware   - complete sets of dishes
 
Thank you so much for being as generous as possible.  
Please call Jane Simon at 908-227-3080 for more information or to get involved with the committee.



	

Friday evenings - 7:30pm
Friday December 9th: Special Presentation by Roberta Elliot 

                          immediately following services

Saturday mornings - 9:30am

Would you like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush, and support CBI? 

It can be in honor of a special occasion, such as 
a birthday,  an anniversary, a graduation, a milestone, or just because.  

Please contact the office
 office@cbibr.org

 Shabbat Services 



Chaverim BBYO: 

A great experience!

Hi! My name is Zoe Offir and I am a proud member of Chaverim 
BBYO and an enthusiastic BBG! Although I am only a freshman, BBYO 
changed me in different ways. To start, I was a very shy person and 
got very nervous when I had to talk in front of people. Since I 
started BBYO last year, I am now very comfortable when I have to 
talk in front of people. Second, I met so many different people that 
helped to shape me as a better person. Meeting people from across 
the state built me as a person. If you are only a Freshman, in 8th 
grade, or even a Senior, you can still have close friends that are in a 
totally different grade or different age. In BBYO, nobody pays attention 
to how old you are, they just care if you are kind to them. To meet 
new friends, you can come to our upcoming events! The next 
convention is Spirit and is held on December 16-18 in Marlboro, NJ. 
This convention is like a color war between all the chapters and is 
a housing convention which means you stay at a house of a BBYO 
member for the weekend! Our chapter also is hosting our first ever 
talent show and Havdalah service fundraiser. It will be held at CBI on 
Saturday, December 10 from 7pm - 9pm. There will be basket 
raffles and the funds will go towards our stand up cause, Bridges! 
It is $7 for non-members, $5 for members, and its free for 
performers! If you want to experience BBYO first, then come to one 
of our next meetings, on Monday, December 5 or Monday, December 19 
at CBI from 7pm- 8:30 pm. Or come to our first ever Chanukah 
party on Thursday, December 22, 7 – 8:30 pm at CBI. The best way to 
meet new friends and have amazing experiences is to come to all these 
events!! It’s the best decision I ever made and I cannot wait to grow 
as a person and experience new things these next four years!



December 2, 7pm, Temple Shalom in East Brunswick
Central Council BBG Shabbat.
December 10, 7 - 9 pm First ever talent show & Havdallah service at CBI

Spirit Convention! December 16-18 in Marlboro, NJ.
Spirit Planning meetings:
Dec. 12, 7 – 8:30 pm
Dec. 14, 7 – 8:30 pm
These meetings are only for our members who will be attending the Spirit Convention.

Dec 5,  6 – 8:30 pm Board and Chapter Meetings
Dec. 19, 7 – 8:30 pm Chapter Meeting

For more information, email me at haleylevine19@gmail.com or Maya Zucker at 
chaverimbbyo5317@gmail.com.
Parents can contact our advisor, Janice Zucker at jalderz@optonline.net or 908-963-5357. 

Follow us on Instagram @Chaverim_BBYO!  

Need a BABYSITTER or 
a Mother’s Helper?

Get out and have fun with the help from one 
of our own members!!

Please consider this list of available CBI teenagers 
whose contact information is listed in the directory

          Rachel Breslau            Basking Ridge
         Erica Isaacs  Bedminster
         Cameron Lipton Warren
         Meghan Miller            Bernardsville
         Alex Simon  Gladstone
         Lily Simon  Gladstone
         Sam Foster  Chester/Mendham
         Eli Foster  Chester/Mendham
         Maya Zucker  Basking Ridge
         Lauren Wasserman  Green Brook

If you have a teen you’d like to be 
included in this directory, 

please contact sunrise@cbibr.org

Refugee Action Committee
Next meeting is on 

Sunday, December 4th at 10:45am 
at B’nai Israel.

If you are interested in getting involved, 
please contact 
Jane Simon 

janesimon1964@comcast.net or 
Mike Berg 

Michael.Berg@verizonwireless.com



 
December:

Latkes and Vodkas 
Friday, December 2 at 8:30(ish)

Hosted at CBI
 

February:
Sisterhood Dinner 3.0 at Bistro 73

Tentatively Feb 7th
 

May Cooking Club event:
Summer salads

Favorite salads and recipes (venue tbd)

Boomers Does Broadway!! 
Tickets to the next hit of the Broadway Season, 
“Dear Evan Hansen”, Sunday April 2nd, 3:00 pm. 
All his life, Evan Hansen has felt invisible. But when a tragic 
event shocks the community and thrusts him into the center 
of a rapidly evolving controversy, Evan is given the opportunity of a lifetime: the chance 
to be somebody else. A new American musical, Dear Evan Hansen is a deeply personal 
and profoundly contemporary story about a little lie that changes everything.
Orchestra seats are $160 each. RSVP required.

RSVP to boomers@cbibr.org

Thanks to all our volunteers 
who came to cook: Dorit K. 
Sam and Eli foster, Tamara 
Bonilla, Hilary Kelly and 
Nora Berkinsky. 

Our next Make-A-Meal, 
December 12 is reserved for 
our 7th grade class but spaces 
are available for January 29, 
February 26 and March 19.

Debbie and Marcy



Religious School Calendar

Friday, December 2                  Tot Shabbat-(Story telling & songs w/ Rabbi & Cantor)
                                                      7:00-7:30pm
                                                      Family Service 7:30-8:30pm

Sunday, December 4                School: Grades 1-7

                                                     For 3rd Grade: “What’s Your Hebrew Name & How Do You   
                       Write It?” – A dual workshop for 3rd grade parents & children

Wednesday, December 7       HEBREW HIGH #4

Friday, December 9                 3rd, 4th & 5th lead services 7:30pm      

Sunday, December 11             School: Grades 1-7
                                                     7th Grade Social Action

Wednesday, December 14     Ridge Oak Holiday/Latke Dinner 5-6:30pm
                                                     Family Lighting Ceremony 6:30pm

Saturday, December 17           6th & 7th graders lead services & after services lunch 
             and discussion

Sunday, December 18             School: Grades 1-7
                                                     Pre K/Kindergarten Chanukah program
                                                     Blood Drive

Sunday, December 25-            NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK

Sunday, January 1

Friday, January 6                      Tot Shabbat-(Story telling & songs w/ Rabbi & Cantor)
                                                    6:00-6:30pm
                  Family Service 7:30-8:30pm

     Saturday, January 7                   6th & 7th graders lead services 
             & after services lunch/discusion

           Sunday, January 8                      School: Grades 1-7



Earlier in the school year I shared a variation of the following 
story with the Religious School students:
A young child entered a synagogue and although he wanted 
to pray he was unable to do so because he could not read 

Hebrew.  With streams of tears in his eyes he took out his flute and with focused concentration began 
playing a tune.  It was his way of communing with G-d.  
The entire congregation was astounded and grew angry with the child for “desecrating” the prayer 
service.  Suddenly, the rabbi came running to the child’s defense and announced that the child had 
not “desecrated” the service but, to the contrary, had “saved the congregation’s prayers.”  
The rabbi explained, “I saw that our prayers were not ascending to the heavens. We were not able to 
pray with the purity and sincerity that are required to elevate our prayers into the heavenly courts. 
Suddenly, this boy with his unknowing error but pure heart and tears began to play his flute. His 
purity was added to our prayers and the doors of heaven opened up and our prayers were accepted.”
This story speaks to the importance of the sincerity of the heart when praying.  I was reminded of 
this truth a few weeks ago during our Israel Day celebration at Religious School.  The students 
participated in a variety of activities including: making Hebrew name bracelets, enjoying humus and 
pita, being challenged in an Israeli army style obstacle course and traveling through Israel by playing 
Twister geography.  They also visited a miniature version of the Western Wall in Jerusalem.  
After learning about the wall’s history and discovering that many famous people 
including President Obama have visited and offered prayers there, the students were asked to write 
individual prayers and place them in the cracks of the wall.  Here are a sampling of their prayers:
• “Help all of the animals that don’t have the love and care they need.”
• “Make everyone sick feel well.”
• “Help my great grandma have good health.”
• “Thank you for my family.”
• “God, protect my loved ones and pets.”
• “Thank you God for giving me a good life and a good family.”
• “Thank you for my mom.”
• “God, help people that have a problem.”
• “I’m praying for peace and a better world.”
•   Dear God, I promise not to litter and I won’t start pollution.”
•   I am very thankful for everything.”
What is most striking about the children’s prayers is that none of them asked for money or other 
material objects.  Rather they demonstrated a sincere appreciation for the most important things in 
life - family, friends, and  health.  Moreover, they displayed a desire to make our world a more just 
and compassionate place by protecting our environment,fostering peace, caring for animals and 
bringing healing to the sick.   
It has been said that words that come from the heart enter into the heart.  One can’t help but be 
inspired by our Religious School students.  Undoubtedly their sincere prayers have the effect of 
awakening our hearts to life’s most important values and perhaps they opened the doors of heaven 
as well.     

Glenn Wechsler
Religious School Director



Religious School Events

Sunday, November 6th at Congregation B’nai Israel, our 
religious school students “traveled” to Israel without leaving 
Basking Ridge!  Utilizing their five senses celebrated Israel’s 
history, language, culture, and geography.  Students were 

able to touch the stones of the Western Wall in
Jerusalem, prepare and eat hummus and pita, create 

Hebrew name bracelets, be challenged by an Israeli army 
style obstacle course, and play *Geography Twister* on a 

giant map of Israel.





To Michele Ganes and family
In memory of your father, Milton Greenberg
From, Harriet Sheitelman & Jerome Sheitelman

To Michele Ganes and Family
In memory of your brother-in-law, David Silver-
stone
From, The Gartenberg Family

In honor of their Torah reading boys, Matthew 
and Jordan, on Yom Kippur.
Congratulations and Mazel Tov!
Love, David & Sherry Mandel

Thank You

A special thank you to Congregation B’nai Is-
rael on welcoming us for the High Holidays. We 
had such a nice time and was so impressed by the 
Rabbi, Syngagoue, and wonderful congregants. 
Thank you, Sydney, Arden, Rylen & Carys 
Miller

Trees
A tree has been planted in Israel

A tree has been planted in Israel
To Michele Ganes and Family
In memory of your father, Milton Greenberg
From The Gartenberg Family

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

A special Thank You to CBI for all their assistance 
in caring for Blake and Stacey Simon.
Love, Joyce & Jerry Simon

December 2016
Donations have been made to the synagogue for the following occasions:

To... congratulate someone on a B’nai Mitzvah
        honor a Graduate
        say “I’m sorry for your loss” or remember a loved one
        tell someone you’re thinking of them
        thank someone for their kindness
        wish Mazel Tov on a wonderful occasion or achievement

Tributes $18
Tree Certificates $18 per tree
Siddur or Mahzor $54
Dedicate a volume of the Schotten-
stein edition of the Talmud $100

A card will be sent to the recipient and listed here.
To order, contact Sara in the office at 

204-1412 x104   or    cbibr.org   or    40 Whitenack Road, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Tributes

	 	
PLANNING AN EVENT? 

 

Keep CBI’s Catering Facility in Mind! 
 

If you are planning a special occasion, consider using our 
spacious and elegant hall for your next simcha.  

 

When celebrated in the sanctity of the Temple, weddings, 
B’nai Mitzvah, Brit, Baby Namings and other life cycle events 

take on a more spiritual significance.  
 

We have a marvelous panel of caterers 
from which to choose. 

 
Contact the CBI Office: 908 204-1412, x104 or office@cbibr.org 



	 Yahrzeits  
Zichronam Livrakhah — Their Memories are a Blessing 

July 2015 
 

	 Yahrzeits  
Zichronam Livrakhah — Their Memories are a Blessing 

July 2015 
 

November 27, 2016 – December 31, 2016

Marlene Siegel mother of Brian Siegel
Robert Galin father of Steven Greenspan
Sophie D. Levinson mother of Julie Fately
Sophie Small mother of Harold Small
Sally Weintal mother of Jeannette Whaley
Lillian Braunstein grandmother of Michael Braunstein, David Braunstein 
& Gale Braunstein
Dorothy Tannenbaum Soloway mother of Adrienne Tannenbaum
Jonas Kreitzer father of Andrea Dubovy
Rose Kesselhaut mother of Martin Kesselhaut
Gerald Kanengiser father of Bruce Kanengiser
Salvatore Aiello father of Sally Altman
Norman Gold father of Heather Pappas
Hyman Sobel father of Susan Orshan
Haye Leah Liebhaber mother of Mike Ajnsztajn
Sandra Green mother of Bonnie Lidz
Laurence Donald Shain uncle of Michael Braunstein, David Braunstein & 
Gale Braunstein
Laurence Donald Shain brother of Elayne Braunstein
Calvin Tannenbaum father of Adrienne Tannenbaum
Muriel Rappaport mother of in law of Susan Rappaport
Jesse Marks grandfather of William Marks

We Pass The Mourning of...



Rabbi	
John	S.	Schechter
(908)	204-1412	x105
rabbischechter@aol.com

Cantor
Brian	Kalver
(908)	204-1412	x106

President
Anne	Nemetz
respondez2015@gmail.com

Religious School Director
Glenn	Wechsler
(908)	204-1294

Office Administrator
Sara	Faber
(908)	204-1412	x104
office@cbibr.org

Bookkeeper
Caron	Katz
(908)	204-1412	x103
myaccount@cbibr.org

Religious School
Administrative Assistant
Andrea	Dubovy
(908)	204-1412	x124
religschool@cbibr.org

Building Management
Gale	Braunstein
(908)	377-0162
gale@taylormgt.com

Executive Committee
President
Anne	Nemetz

First Vice President
Robert	F.	Simon

Vice Presidents
Ellen	Marks
Nancy	Cook

Treasurer
David	Braunstein

Secretary
Howard	Stolzer

Assistant Secretary
Gale	Braunstein

Trustees-at-Large

Michael	Berg
Gayle	Braunstein
Steve	Joachim
Craig	Lipset
Hilary	Kelly
Dorit	Kransdorf
Shari	Lapa
Lydia	Muller
Heather	Silver

Immediate Past President
Fred	Okun

COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
*New committees still forming!

Boomers and Beyond
	 Pam	Ball
	 Diane	Newman

Budget and Finance
	 Steve	Joachim

Building
	 Gale	Braunstein

Caring
	 Pam	Ball

Kippot and Tallit Sales
	 Michelle	Ganes

Membership
	 Nancy	Cook
	 Ellen	Marks

Memorial Wall
	 Dorit	Kransdorf

Religious School
	 Nancy	Braunstein
	 Nancy	Novack

Sisterhood
	 Lydia	Muller
	 Marla	Sommer

Men’s Club
	 Michael	Berg

Social Action
	 Shari	Lapa

Refugee Action Committee
	 Jane	Simon
	 Michael	Berg

Holiday Committee
	 Dorit	Kransdorf
	 Hilary	Kelly

Technology & Operations
	 Craig	Lipset
	 Howard	Stolzer

Chai-Lites
This	newsletter	is	published	by

CONGREGATION	B’NAI	ISRAEL
40	Whitenack	Road,	Basking	Ridge,	NJ	07920
phone	(908)204-1412								Fax	(908)204-1887

Email	office@cbibr.org
Office Hours

Monday-Thursday		9am-5pm
Wednesday		9am-6pm	(during	Religious	School)

Friday		9am-2pm

Submit	your	articles	and	advertising	requests	to	the	attention	of 		
Sara	Faber	or	Heather	Silver	@	sunrise@cbibr.org

DEADLINE is the 15th of  the month



Support our fellow congregants and 
local businesses who advertise with us!

	

Amy	Kamenir,	MA,	LPC	
Licensed Professional Counselor

Specialist in working with:	

•	 Anxiety/Depression
•	 Grief/Loss/Bereavement
•	 Coping	with	Acute/Chronic	Illness
•	 Parenting	Skills/Issues
•	 Family	Relationships
•	 Relationship	Counseling
•	 School	Difficulties
•	 Coping	Skills
•	 Self 	Esteem

510	Mt.	Airy	Road
Basking	Ridge,	NJ	07920

(973)	214-9691

	 Jewish	Hospice	Care

    *Excellent Nurse to Patient Ratio
    *Home Health Aide Support for Family
    *Bereavement Support Monthly Meeting
    *Complimentary Chicken Soup plus Harp 
      and Massage Therapies

Accredited by the National Institute  
for Jewish Hospice

49 Veronica Ave. 
– Suite 206 –

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by the National Institute  
for Jewish Hospice

49 Veronica Ave. 
– Suite 206 –

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

49 Veronica Ave.
-Suite 206-

Somerset, NJ 08873
732-227-1212

SteinHospiceNJ.org

Accredited by The National Institute
for Jewish Hospice




