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This is incredibly overwhelming, and the words thank you just 

aren’t enough to express how grateful we are feeling right now.  

Susie and Stu, we know how hard you guys worked to make 

sure this evening was very special and meaningful for us.  Well, 

it is, and we appreciate it more than we can say.  Jessica, Rabbi, 

Linda, Betsey, Jorge, Frances, I know what it took to make 

tonight so beautiful and fun, and from the bottom of our 

hearts, thank you. 

It goes without saying that Torat Emet is a very special place, 

with a positive, kind, giving, moral and ethical environment that 

is set from the top by our very special Rabbi.  Torat Emet has 

been a second home for me, for us, for our family, for 18 years, 

and they have been wonderful, very full and very busy years. 

Being part of this shul from the very beginning, after Director at 

Agudas Achim for the 4 years prior, was a nice change.  Even 18 

years later, this is a peaceful place.  No real fighting or strife.  Of 

course we complain about Kiddush, and as individuals we don’t 

always agree about politics or guns or some of the biggest 

issues of our time, but for the most part, when it comes to the 

shul itself, we don’t really have much to fight about.  I’m not 

saying it’ll never happen, but right now the personality of this 

place is one of kindness, warmth and friendship.  It was a very 

special place to raise our children, and give them the core 

values we felt important.  And we know Max, Rose and Neil 
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carry the values they have gotten here with them every day, in 

every encounter they have in the world.  And we are grateful to 

Torat Emet and our community in Columbus for the role played 

in that.  

Having a Rabbi that sets a tone of positivity, warmth, kindness, 

and one that is ethical and moral, means that the people that 

gravitate here hold those same qualities and that has been a 

big part of what has been so special for our family and for me 

personally.  Having the opportunity to work with colleagues 

who are beyond unique and special people every day makes 

coming to work that much better.   

The opportunity to work with and learn from Rabbi Zack every 

day has been so meaningful it is hard to put it into words.  His 

intellect, his insight into people and situations, his knowledge 

and understanding of the nuances of Judaism and how it can or 

can’t, should or shouldn’t fit into the details of each of our 

individual lives is unparalleled. I admire his humility and grace 

under pressure, as well as his ability to give amazing sermons 

with almost no preparation.  And his certainty that something is 

easy, just because he says it will be.  And for Jeremy and I and 

our kids, having the genuine friendship of Rabbi and Linda – 

who is a uniquely warm and loving person -- and from their 

girls, has been beyond anything we ever expected and we are 

so grateful every day that they are part of our family. 
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The people I get to work with every day are pretty great.  I 

won’t go into detail about Rabbi Epstein, Rabbi Zack said it all 

yesterday, I’ll just say that I’ve had the privilege of working with 

him for 22 years, and there is no other word to describe him 

than Tzadik. 

Rabbi Neuman has a great attitude toward life.  The small 

things get to me, they don’t get to him. For example, maybe it 

doesn’t really matter if you use the angel hair or the thin 

spaghetti for the sesame noodles.  If you get the wrong one, it 

is possible that it’s not the end of the world.   It might sound 

silly to you, but I take those things very seriously.  I’m sure my 

life is being cut short because of how seriously I take such 

seemingly trivial things, and I try to watch and learn from Rabbi 

Neuman how to let the little stuff go and concentrate on what’s 

really important.  I think I’m finally starting to understand what 

he’s learned at such a young age. 

If you’ve ever called the office, then you’ve had the opportunity 

to talk with Frances and know how special she is. She is one of 

the most amazing people I’ve ever met.  Smart, capable, kind 

and giving, always doing for and worrying about others.  

Frances is missing out on a career as a motivational speaker; 

she certainly has a lot to teach and share with the world about 

how to face challenge head on, and move forward and change 

your life for the better.   
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And then there’s Jorge -- it’s not hard to see how special he is.  

But what you might not see is that Jorge has the back of those 

that he cares about. When the chips are down, there is no one 

you’d rather have in your corner because Jorge would literally 

do anything to protect those he loves.  I’m not sure he actually 

knows my name, he’ll probably call me boss forever, but that’s 

ok, because I know he’s always looking out for me and I’m 

grateful for that. 

But a shul and community is more than the 40 or 60 or 80 hours 

a week in the office, it is Shabbat, holidays, births, deaths, Bnei 

Mitzvah, speakers, social events, community politics and 

absolutely everything in between.  And all of that means many 

many more special people that become family very quickly and 

in real and meaningful ways.   

From the people who were there with us at Agudas Achim – 

Fred, and the arguments we used to have over the whats and 

how to’s of serving alcohol at Kiddush; Terri Barnett and her 

guidance about life and kids and career – and the guidance she 

still gives me as I enter this new better phase of life…to the 

officers, board members, committee chairs and other 

volunteers who I’ve had the blessing of working with over the 

years here, I have built relationships with people that can never 

be replaced and have brought such meaning and gratification 

to my professional and personal life.   
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Michael, our President, who I’ve known for 25 years or so, and 

who I’m so grateful to for, among other things, delivering my 

babies; Monica who is so much more than an officer and 

volunteer, she is an amazing person and an even better big 

sister;  Michael Broidy who helped talk me down from some of 

the most difficult days at Agudas Achim and still regularly gives 

me guidance; Rick, Alan, and all the other leaders over the 

years, these ties are real and have been so meaningful to me, 

and have taught me so much.  

I learned from my dad the importance of building community, 

in both your professional and personal life, and about your 

community, life and career being one and the same because 

that’s how important all of it is.  And though I’ll never quite live 

up to what he was able to do for the community and his family, 

I hope the contributions I’ve made are a positive reflection on 

the work he started. 

So for as wonderful and meaningful as it has all been, it maybe 

sounds crazy that we have chosen to leave Columbus.  People 

have always told me that you know when the moment is right 

to move on and for us, that moment is right now. We have a 

window where all our kids are out of town, and relatively 

settled on their paths.  This is the moment. 

I started working for my dad at Martin’s when I was 13.  I was 

president of BJY for 2 years, and even had keys to the shul.  In 
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college, I taught Hebrew school and worked at Hillel, in addition 

to being on the Hillel board.  As soon as I graduated, I began 

working professionally for Hillel. When Jeremy and I got 

married, I was working for Hillel on 4 college campuses and we 

spent every Shabbat on campus with Students.  Summers were 

spent at YU earning my Masters degree and the rest of the year 

was devoted to the students.    

For over 30 years, we took care of our children, looked out for 

our families, and took care of our community, including 

working every Shabbat and holiday.  So when the window 

opened, we decided we would take the opportunity to turn our 

focus from our community and our family to each other.  We 

decided to follow our dreams.  And as you might have guessed, 

those dreams take us to Central Florida. To be near our happy 

place. 

Leaving Columbus, leaving family, lifelong friends, new friends, 

is very bittersweet.  Heidi and Drew, who have been the closest 

friends from my earliest memories;  Lawrence who was part of 

BJY with me, and whose house Jeremy stayed at for 

Shabbatonim; Mark Ebner, who shares with me the connection 

of being a child of a survivor, and who I worked closely with for 

so many years in the Columbus Children of Holocaust Survivors 

group;  Marc Neiwirth, who was really the first Exec Director 

that I ever worked with, and learned so much from over the 
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years about how to do this job as a real professional; Vicki 

Dobkin, who was one of the first people in this community to 

show Jeremy sincere kindness, when he was just 19 working in 

my dad’s store; Stuart Weltz, who Jeremy and I used to walk to 

shul with when we were newleyweds; new friends we’ve made 

like Michelle and Steve and Rebecca and Yaakov, who feel like 

they’ve been our  friends forever, Jessica, who is there for 

anything you need at any time and then some, and the most 

amazing of friends like Susie and Stu, who would give us the 

shirt off their backs – or their home to live in whenever we 

want or need, and who are the most amazing, loving, people, 

giving us their unconditional and probably undeserved 

friendship every minute of the day–leaving all of you is what 

makes up the bitter part of this bittersweet journey.   Betsey, 

Joni, Terri, David, Peggy, Dorothy, and everyone in this room, 

the list goes on and on.  Our roots run very deep here, and we 

will miss you more than words can even begin to express.  We 

take great comfort knowing that Orlando is the vacation capital 

of the world and that at some point most of you will be visiting 

there.  We have room in our house, we expect a phone call or 

email, and if you don’t stay with us, a cup of coffee couldn’t 

hurt, so we expect to hear from you! 

I have been fortunate in my career to have worked with Rabbis 

and clergy from whom I have learned so much.  But I am 

beyond fortunate and grateful to have a life partner who stood 
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by my side, whether on campus with college students or at 

shul, helping with every program, supporting on every Shabbat 

and holiday, being the best and most supportive partner that 

anyone could ask for.  It is impossible to do this kind of work 

without having a loving partner have your back.  Having him 

take such an active role, without even a hint of complaint, for 

so many years, really is the definition of partnership and I’m so 

blessed. 

I know that I am leaving Torat Emet in very capable hands of 

many people who care about it deeply.  I am grateful and 

humbled for all the opportunities and relationships that were 

forged here. In a few weeks I’ll wake up to a new life, full of yet 

to be reached opportunities, but empty of your faces and your 

company.  It will be a strange limbo. But I look forward to 

watching the shul continue to grow and seeing all the 

wonderful things that are coming next, and I know it will 

continue to thrive long after I am gone.  For now, I’m not saying 

goodbye. Like Peter Pan said, “Never say goodbye because 

goodbye means going away and going away means forgetting.” 

This is a place, a community and experience I know I’ll never 

forget.  Hopefully you’ll remember me just a little, too. 

 

 

 


