10 Lessons from REY's Sabbatical

Rabbi Andrew Markowitz

1.) An Attitude of Gratitude
Berakhot 54b:12-17

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav:

Four people need to offer thanksgiving: Those who
travel across the sea, who cross the wilderness, who
were sick and recovered, and were imprisoned and
released...

2.) Stepping Out of the Comfort Zone
Genesis 12:1

P said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land
and from your father’s house to the land that I will
show you.

3.) See a Need, Fill a Need
Pirkei Avot 2:5

(5) He (Hillel) used to say... In a place where there
needs to be a person, strive to fill that need and be
that person.

4.) The importance of action versus words
Pirkei Avot 1:15

Shammai says, "Make your Torah [study] fixed, say
little and do much, and receive every person with a
pleasant countenance."

5.) Faith in hard moments
Deuteronomy 31:6-7

(6) Be strong and resolute, be not in fear or in dread of
them; for the LORD your God marches with you: He will
not fail you or forsake you. (7) Then Moses called Joshua
and said to him in the sight of all Israel: "Be strong and
resolute, for it is you who shall go with this people..."

7"3-2"2:2 771 NM072

127 IR AT 20 NN

239177 077 27 (TR PO VAN
I MY KON TN AW M M2
... X1 10K N33 whan

'N:2" DOWRN2
TR 77777 DIARTOR PP N

SIRIN WK PIRTTOR AR N0An gnT2iem

72 M2AX 7w

LOOWIR PRY 0IP0327 IR i R ()
PR NPEY 2TIRYE

10K M2AN 71w

VYR MR YR ANTIN APY IR NRY
7R 22 1Y 237 17,1373 AW
:Ni92 0°18 7292

T-1:R"D 03737

TEWDTIRY PN 18R 21 ()
T20 KA P98 P17 102 0aen
(1) (2) 7217 ¥9) 7277 &Y THY
WYY ORI v, i x)pn
Xi2p AH% 2 YRN) P17 2R3
... DYITNY


https://www.sefaria.org/profile/rabbi-andrew-markowitz
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.54b.12-17
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.15
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.31.6-7

6.) Thoughts unsaid aren’t helpful
Midrash Tanhuma, Mishpatim 2
IV XY vawina ,a1in DY A If a person of learning participates in public affairs and
DIN D°0n OR ...YIRT DR TNYn  Serves as judge or arbiter, he gives stability to the land...
N NRYUAINY 313 N axy  But if he sits in his home and says to himself, “What have
nn? a0 niva o an oniRy man  the affairs of society to do with me?... Why should |
270%ip vinyy °% nn 207°072°%  trouble myself with the people’s voices of protest? Let my
nx 200 71 g ol %y oY soul dwell in peace!”—if he does this, he overthrows the
.o2ivn world. [translation by Hazon]

7.) Importance of the Team
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
"Both God and Moses wanted Joshua to know that true leadership cannot be a one-sided affair,
be it the pursuit of consensus or command-and-control. It must be a deft balance of both....In
short, leadership is not simple. It is complex because it involves people and people are complex.
You have to listen, and you have to lead. You have to strive for consensus but ultimately, if
there is none, you must take the risk of deciding...." -

8.) Humility and Bravado
Reb Simcha Bunem
It was said of Reb Simcha Bunem that he carried two slips of paper, one in each pocket. On one
he wrote: Bishvili nivra ha-olam—*“for my sake the world was created.” On the other he
wrote: V’anokhi afar v’efer”—“I am but dust and ashes.” He would take out each slip of paper
as necessary, as a reminder to himself.

9.) The role... all of our roles

Pirkei Avot 1:6 "R MR 7I1Wn
(6) Yehoshua ben Perachia says: Make for 0% 122 V92RT RPN 09 12 YT (1)
yourself a teacher, acquire a friend, and give T2 737,27 97 Ay iR om0 12 ywi
every person the benefit of the doubt. ;P27 7257 OIRT 92 DX 17 001,020

10.) Ending at the beginning

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Shacharit, Preparatory n%°an .70 o0 ,TIDWR NT°0
Prayers, Modeh Ani IR 77 ,7990N0 7197 ,00NY
(1) I give thanks to You living and everlasting King/Spirit 07R) °0 727 7197 IR 7710 (R)
for You have restored my soul with mercy. Great is Your 127 ,77002 DYl 02 p Y

faithfulness. NINR
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