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The Rabbi’s Drasha 
Rabbi Lebowitz 

  We often think of Chanukah as two totally independent miraces that happened to coincide. There was the 
miracle of the war – and then there was the miracle of the Pach Shemen. The war is celebrated by reciting Hallel and 
thanking Hashem for our deliverance from the hands of our enemies, and the Pach Shemen  is celebrated by the 
lighting of the Menorah.  However, if we examine a little more closely we find that the celebration of the two miracles 
are much more intertwined than we would have thought. 
  The Gemara that asks May Chanukah only tells the story of the Neis Pach Shemen, and one would expect that 
the Gemara would therefore conclude with the statement, Lefichach Madlikin Neiros Chanukah, but that is not how the 
Gemara concludes. Instead, the Gemara "Nasah Bo Neis, Vehedliku Meemenu Shemonah Yamim, Leshana Yamim 
Tovim, Leshana Haacheres Kevaoom Vesoom Yamim Tovim BeHalel Uvhodah. What does the Halel Vehodah  have to 
do with the Neis Pach Shemen?  
  Furthermore after we light the Neiros Chanukah we would expect a paragraph where we sing about how we 
are lighting these candles because of the Pach Shemen . Yet, we find in Meseches Sofrim that we should say Haneiros 
Halalu at the  Shea's Hadlaka, a paragraph that after vaguely speaking about Nisim Veniflaos , finally gets specific and 
talks about Ve'al HaTeshuos Veal Hamilchamos. What does the Melacha have to do with the candles? 
  In the third Perek of Hilchos Chanukah the Rambam describes both miracles, first the miracle of the war and 
then the miracle of the Pach Shemen, and then the Rambam writes: consequently, they instituted Chanukah. What is 
the difference between Leiaros and Legalos? Aren’t they both essentially synonyms for public expression? 
  Furthermore,  Ner Chanukah is not the only Mitzvah that requires Persumei Niisah. There is a similar 
requirement with  Mikra Megillah. Yet, there are two critical differences in the extent of the Persumei Niisah that is 
required by the two mitzvos: First, Ner Chanukah is supposed to be lit, according to the Gemara, until the Goyim are 
no longer walking in the streets. We are told to publicize the miracle to Jews and non-Jews alike. Yet, Mikrah 
Megillah  is publicized only within the confines of our  Batei Kenesseyot. Second, if one waited past the time that 
people are in the street, the Rambam holds he no longer lights Ner 
Chanukah. If he can’t do the Persumei Niisah there is no longer a 
Mitzvah to be done. Yet, if one is all alone on Purim he is still obligated 
in Mikrah Megillah. Why the difference ? 
  Rav Asher Weiss, Rav Yonason Sacks and Rabbi Balsam (in his 
Ohr Hatzafon article) all develop the idea of the Ramban to help answer 
these questions. In Parshas Bo  the Ramban explains that Hashem 
performs open miracles so that we will recognize His Nissim 
Hanestarim . He goes on to emphasize that everything is done with 
Hashgachas Hashem. The word Neis means “miracle” but it also means a 
“signpost”, a "Degel". When Hashem performs a miracle we are 
supposed to come to a recognition that many events we would not have 
attributed to a miracle, are in fact the Yad Hashem. With just a Nitzchon 
BeMilchama we could have easily convinced ourselves that it was our 
strategic brilliance, or our military know-how that enabled our victory. 
Only when we saw a clear miracle from God, the Pach Ha'shemen, did we 
recognize that all of it was an act of God. The Neis Pach Shemen, on its 
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own, wasn’t all that unique (there were miracles every day in the Beis Hamikdash ). We celebrate what the Neis Pach 
Shemen told us about the miracle of the Nitzchon BeMilchama , and that combination is worthy of public celebration. 
This is what the Rambam means when he says we should let the miracle of the obvious miracle be known Leheiraos, 
so that it will in turn be Legalos reveal the hidden Neis. 
  In  Maoz Tzur we refer to these days as "Yemei Binah", which has a connotation of  Mibein Davar Mitoch Davar 
to derive one thing from another. The very essence of the days of Chanukah is to use the obvious miracle as an 
impetus to find the less obvious miracle. This is why there is no Mitzvah after Tichlah Regel Min Hashuk– if there is 
nothing to reveal, nothing to publicize, there is no Chanukah. 
  This lesson of Binah – of using our miracles to deepen our understanding of the reality of God’s existence, and 
His relationship with the Jewish people, is not just something that we do as Jews, but is our mission to humanity. It is 
our job to reveal Hashem’s presence, and His unique relationship with the Jewish people, to the rest of the world.  
  The  Rabbeinh Yonah writes in the fifth Perek of  Maseches Berachos that when the time for redemption comes 
we will find happiness in the ability to be redeemed. The nations of the world will recognize Hashem’s greatness and 
the miracles He has done for the Jewish people and they will be embarrassed. Why will they be embarrassed? It is 
obvious that the source of their embarrassment will be their utter failure to recognize our bond with God, and how He 
has shepherded us through history with His guiding hand. Nowhere is this failure more evident than in the body that 
represents all of the Umas Haolam . Aside from the inherent corruption and perverse nature of the United Nations – 
evident by the fact that Syria gets to vote on human rights at the very time that they are committing a holocaust, the 
nations of the world have gone on record, time and time again, to deny the relationship the Jewish people have with 
Hashem, and to do everything in their power to hurt and persecute the nascent Jewish state. Can you imagine what 
their embarrassment is going to feel like when the Geulah happens and they will see history through the lens of truth?! 
  What can we do about this? (Said a few years ago) How do we open the world’s eyes at a time when even the 
American government and its President have turned their backs on the Jewish people? While we cannot control the UN 
and we certainly cannot control anti-Semitism, I can’t help but think that the Geulah will be closer when we do a better 
job of reflecting Hashem’s values in the way we live our lives. We are supposed to be Maglah Hashem’s hand in the 
world, but we have failed miserably in representing Hashem in this world. Each scandal, each act of dishonesty, brings 
us further and further from the goal.  
  Rav Daniel Lander told the story of a guy learning in the kollel in Teaneck (yeah, I didn’t either know that there 
was a kollel in Teaneck) whose non-Jewish neighbor asked for help cleaning out his deceased father’s home. The kollel 
guy spent a couple of hours helping, after which the non-Jewish neighbor offered the kollel guy to keep his father’s 
safe, obviously once it was emptied of its contents. He took the empty safe home, and when he felt inside he 
discovered a hidden pocket with four envelopes each containing $10,000 cash. He immediately returned all four 
envelopes to his neighbor, who immediately commented on how God must be with the Jewish people. Our job is to 
create more moments like that, and fewer headlines about how Jews have cheated others, and each other, out of 
billions of dollars.  
  Its not always in the form of billion dollar scandals. What about the number of stores operating out of 
basements that don’t “charge” sales tax? What about those who are dishonest in how we keep our books and report 
our earnings? We aren’t representing a Tzelem Elokim, let alone an Am Hanivchar! 
May this Chanukah serve as the impetus for us to reveal to the world how Hashem runs the world, and how His 
ultimate plan is for the final and complete redemption of the Jewish people and the Chanukas Habayis Hashlishi 
Bemheira Veyameinu! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  “Vayoshvu le-echol lechem vaya'asu aynayhem vayaru vehaseh arichos yishma'elim ba'ah me'gilad 
umegalayhem nisim nichos vetzarai vatavlichem lehavrid mitzrayma” Behold! A caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from 
Gilead, their camels bearing spices, balsam, and lotus - on their way to bring them down to Egypt. Rashi explains that 
Arab caravans normally carry bad-smelling spices, but in order to spare Yosef Hatzadik from the disgusting odor, 
Hashem arranged that this caravan carried nice smelling spices. We learn from this the great reward that the Tzadikim 
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enjoy. Imagine a man who was arrested and is about to be transported to a prison which houses dangerous criminals. 
The officer sees him shaking like a leaf and tells him "Don't worry - there is some good news - the bus that's 
transporting you to prison has a good smell!" The man stares at the officer in amazement. The last thing he cares 
about is how his transportation to prison smells! Yosef was being sold as a slave. The last thing he cared about was 
the smell that he would deal with on the trip; all he wanted was to be freed. How does the presence of spices show us 
the great reward that the Tzadikim enjoy?  
  A young boy wakes up and finds himself in a car driven by a man he does not know. He realizes that he has 
been kidnapped! He starts crying for his parents, only to be ignored - causing him to cry even harder. The man stops 
the car and says, "We are going to eat now." The little boy opens up the platter and is shocked to see that the food is 
the same thing that he eats every day, in the exact same way that his mother prepares it for him. He realizes that it 
must be that his mother sent this food and she must have arranged this whole ride. He hasn't been kidnapped; he's in 
safe hands! He stops crying and immediately feels at ease. He feels great! Yosef’s brothers wanted to execute him. He 
was thrown into a pit feeling abandoned and lost. He was sold to a caravan of Arabs who always had terrible smelling 
wagons. However, this time there was a pleasant smell. He understood the message: Hashem was telling him that all 
of these events were part of the plan: "Don't worry, I'm holding your hand the whole way through." Sometimes we may 
go through very hard periods, but throughout them we see seemingly random events that appear unusual - almost like 
a miracle. It's Hashem telling us, "Don't worry, I'm orchestrating all these events and there's a plan behind everything. 
You're in safe hands!" 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  Chazal referred to the Beis Hamikdash as “a place of affluence” full of gold, silver and precious 
stones.  According to the Ramban (Shemos 38:2), the uniforms of the kohanim were modeled on royal dress, made 
with the finest materials.  Displays of wealth were rampant, and encouraged, to the point that, according to some 
(Mishna Tamid 3:4, Gemara Id. 39b) the lamb brought as the daily korban Tamid would first be given a drink from a 
golden cup. The Rambam (Beis HaBechira 1:11) expressly refers to this extreme superfluity as a mitzvah.  
  No temple object was more beautiful than the menorah.  The Torah (Shemos 25:31-40) goes to great lengths 
to describe the intricate detail of each branch, with flowers, pomegranates and other embellishments, all believed to 
have been carved out of a single giant block of gold. So intricate were the designs that Chazal (Menachos 29a) say its 
creation was assisted by God Himself.  
And yet, while the Mikdash no longer exists, the specific aspects of the temple that we mourn and commemorate are 
not the physical components. In fact, we are expressly prohibited from recreating the objects used in the Mikdash in 
any way (Rosh Hashana 24a; Shulchan Aruch YD 141). Our actual method of remembering the mikdash is recreating 
the temple practices themselves. We shake a lulav for 7 days, and don’t eat new grain on second day of Pesach, and 
eat a matza and marror sandwich, all “zecher l’mikdash”.  
  There is only one physical object that existed in the Mikdash that we do commemorate: a simple jug of 
oil.  Note, however, that though we light such commemorative oil in a “menorah,” it must be distinctly different from 
the elaborate menorah in the Mikdash (Shulchan Aruch YD 141). Moreover, despite the halachos of Chanukah’s 
emphasis on “hiddur mitzvah,” never do Chazal or Rishonim mention the physical beauty of the chanukah menorah 
itself (this is consistent with the version of “hiddur mitzvah” in the Braisa quoted in Shabbos 133b, but see the 
Gemara there and Mishna Sukkah 4:6). In fact, Rav Shmuel Wosner (Shevet Halevi al Chanukah 2) points out that while 
there are extensive halachos about the lights themselves – number, fuel, burn time, placement, etc – the menorah is 
never even addressed by Chazal or Rishonim!  
  Why have we neglected commemorating the magnificent objects used in the Mikdash? The Rambam (Guide for 
the Perplexed III:45) explains that the Mikdash was designed to create a certain aura of “otherness”, to instil reverence 
in people rather than satisfy a divine need.  The Beis Hamikdash was like a bit of heaven on earth, to make people feel 
that they were literally entering God’s house.  Our remembrances are poor substitutes, meant to retain practices rather 
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than recreate an experience. By emphasizing the oil rather than its container, Chazal send a message consistent with 
God’s lesson to Eliyahu (1 Kings 19:11-12) that any modern manifestation of God will not be through earth-shattering 
events or over-the-top productions but via a “a small, still voice”.  And our relationship with God should be similar. 
God has neither desire nor need for elaborate golden menorahs, just a simple flask of oil. 
  One thing lost during the pandemic was large celebrations. Weddings planned for fancy halls were held in 
backyards, bedecked bat mitzvah girls made dramatic entrances on zoom, bar mitzvah boys read from a Chumash, if at 
all. Those of us lucky enough to have in-person events were limited to the bare minimum –for the Butlers, a 300 
person bar mitzvah instantly became 27 close relatives. And what many discovered was that these small events 
actually were perfect. Without the crowds, the obscene expense, the pressure, the baalei simcha could actually 
appreciate what was really important –family, joy, each other.  Without the n oise, we could finally hear the “Kol 
damema daka," You suddenly started seeing articles and hearing speeches about finally toning down our ostentatious 
celebrations, appreciating the moment instead of the flowers, the people instead of the outfits.  
  Judging by my social media feed, that lesson has gone the way of many others learned in the past 18 months. 
But perhaps we should take a moment this Chanukah to refresh our memories, to pass up the grand silver menorah 
and focus on the small jug of oil, which is all we really need. Hopefully our celebrations will truly be “mehadrin min 
hamehadrin” 
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Answers: 1) c, 2) b, 3) a, 4) a, 5) c, 6) a, 7) b, 8) d, 9) c, 10) d.  

The Parsha Corner 

Rabbi Balsam 

1. How old is Yosef at the beginning of the parsha: a) 
13, b) 15, c) 17, d) 18.  

2. The brothers went to graze the sheep in: a) Chevron, 
b) Shechem, c) Lod, d) B’er Sheva.  

3. Whose idea was it to throw Yosef into the pit: a) 
Reuven, b) Shimon, c) Levi, d) Yehuda.  

4. According to the words of the Torah, who took 
Yosef out of the pit: a) Midyanim, b) the brothers, c) 
Yishmaelim, d) he escaped on his own.  

5. The name of Yehuda’s third son was: a) Er, b) 
Onan, c) Shailah, d) Zerach.  

6. The baby who had the red string tied on his arm 
was: a) Zerach, b) Peretz, c) Shaylah, d) Nachshon.  

7. After the Mitzri placed everything into Yosef’s 
hands: a) Yosef began to take over, b) he had great 
success, c) he began to lose money, d) he wanted 
Yosef to marry his daughter.  

8. When Yosef was placed in the royal jail, he: a) was 
tortured, b) was kept in isolation, c) was hated, d) 
was universally well liked.  

9. Yosef asked to hear the dreams of the butler and the 
baker after: a) they sought him out, b) they were 
overheard talking about them, c) he saw them look-
ing upset, d) he realized they could be his ticket to 
freedom.  

10. After the butler was released from prison the Torah 
says that he: a) did not remember Yosef, b) forgot 
Yosef, c) tried to mention Yosef but was ignored, d) 
both a & b. 


