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Hilchos Pesach 

 

 

Bedikas Chametz  

Pre-Pesach cleaning is meant to ensure that our homes are Kosher for 

Pesach, and to help us prepare for the Bedikas Chametz, the searching 

for the Chametz on the night before Pesach.  

 

What areas must be cleaned for Pesach? 

This varies according to the household. The rule is, only places that are 

high-risk Chametz areas. So, for example, areas accessible to wandering 

children, pets, or just good old teenagers, they must be checked.  

 

However, higher shelves and draws etc do not need. Typical closets that 

are never accessed with or for chametz, (again, unless wandering tots or 

pets are a factor), do not need to be checked.  

 

Backpacks, pants or jacket pockets etc, for the right age, need to be 

cleaned.  

 

Cars and offices need to be cleaned and checked at the time of Bedikas 

Chametz. 

 

What am I Looking for? 

We are not looking for microscopic crumbs. We are looking for real 

chamtz. We are not looking for dust. Cleaning your house is not bedikas 

chametz. A person doesn’t have to look in every nook and cranny for a 

crumb.  

If it’s less than a kezayis and has become disgusting, don’t worry about 

it. 

 

When? 

If you are home, it should be performed after nightfall, approx 20 
minutes after sunset, of the eve of the 14th.  We can’t engage in a 
meal or other distracting activities prior to performing this mitzva. 
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Travelers Guide to Bedikas Chametz 

Everyone is obligated at some time in some place. The obligation really 

begins within 30 days prior to Pesach. Anyone who is home within the 

last month has some level of obligation.  

If you are away for Pesach: 

a. If you are traveling on erev Pesach, then you have the full 

obligation the night before.  

b. If you are traveling prior to that, then do a bedika without a bracha.  

The bedika should be done the night prior to traveling. 

c. Bedika at your new destination.    

a. If you are visiting family/friends, they should leave your 

room for you to do bedika with a bracha. This is true even if 

you arrive on erev Pesach itself.  

b. If you are staying in a hotel, which are immaculately cleaned, 

you should do a bedika, without a bracha. (This is true even 

if you put out pieces of bread.) 

c. Continuing from “B,” if a person eats a meal with chametz in 

their hotel room, they can make a bracha. 

d. If a person sells their entire home, and they leave before the 

night of Bedikas Chametz, then they are not obligated to 

clean. It is preferable to retain one room unsold, and do 

bedika on that room.  

 

Who Does the Bedikah? 

 The owner or renter of a home. If you cannot be home, you may appoint 

a Shaliach.  Others can help the homeowner with bedika, they do not 

make their own bracha.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedure: 
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a. Prepare candles and a bag. In regards to using a flashlight, ultimately 

it is permitted, however the authorities suggest using a candle for the 

immediate search, and then switch to a flashlight. 

b. Do not speak, except for what is directly regarding the bedika. 

c. Minhag to place the pieces of bread – to avoid bracha levatalah 

(controversial) 

 

Bittul Chametz/Nullification of Chametz 

a. After bedika is finished, there is an expression of nullification that 

should be said verbally, and in a language youunderstand.  

b. There is a second bedika said the next day after the burning is 

completed.  

 

Biur Chametz 

Burn until completely charred 

Do not douse the chametz in lighter fluid, rather fluid can be put around 

the chametz and let the fire consume it.  

Make sure to remove any leftovers before the required time. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


