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David asked the Source of Life, “There are many groups of Righteous 
People/Tzadikim that shall be admitted into Your Presence. Which group is the 
most beloved to you?” The Holy One responded, “Those who teach children, who 

perform their work with sincerity and with joy, will sit at My right hand.” 
Pesikta Buber p180a – A midrash on Psalm 16, verse 11 

 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome to Congregation Bet Haverim’s Community School. We are very happy to 
have you as part of our learning community, and we hope that your family’s 
experience here will help nurture a genuine connection to and love of Judaism. 
 
Though most of our classes here are, of course, geared toward our children, parental 
involvement is a vital part of our educational environment. We seek to involve 
parents in every way we can, both as leaders and as learners: as leaders because 
your involvement vastly increases our programming resources, and as learners 
because we believe that children will value that which they see valued by the adults 
they respect. Throughout the year, there will be several opportunities for parents 
both to teach and to learn, and we very much hope you will take part—in fact, we 
depend on it! 
 
We seek to make this school a genuine reflection of its community, and for this 
reason, we highly value the input of our members. Many of the most beloved 
aspects of our life as a community have come from parents who saw an opportunity 
for our community to grow and helped us to seize it. Please help us continue in this 
tradition by offering your questions, concerns, and ideas - as well as your time, 
energy, and talents - throughout the year. 
 
This handbook was compiled by many people in the Bet Haverim community. It has 
general information about our school and synagogue, including our mission 
statement, curriculum information, class schedules, policies, and a calendar for the 
year. Please read this information carefully and refer to it as needed. 
 
We look forward to a dynamic, meaningful, wonderful year together! 
 
 
Shalom, 
CBH staff 
CBHCS Engagement Committee 
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History of Our Synagogue 

In 1985, a small group of men and women founded Congregation Bet Haverim 
(CBH), which means House of Friends, on behalf of lesbian and gay Jews who 
wanted to live openly in the context of our Jewish heritage. For many years, 
CBH was almost exclusively gay and lesbian. With no real inclusive liturgy to guide 
us, we created our own within the tradition. Bound by our love for Judaism and our 
commitment to each other’s protection and safety, we became more than a 
congregation. We became a thriving community rich with warmth and 
characterized by a generosity of spirit and an openness to change.  

The appeal of such a community proved not limited to the lesbian and gay 
community! For some, CBH offered something that was lacking for them in the 
larger Jewish community. In a courageous move, CBH opened its home to those 
members of the straight community who had been waiting with respect and desire 
just outside the doors. In a mutually courageous move, those straight members 
stepped inside. None of us knew what we were creating.  

Today, CBH is a diverse community with a membership that is about half LGBT and 
half straight allies. Our membership is growing rapidly; our walls, which ripple with 
the laughter of children (and adults), can barely contain the energy, creativity, and 
genuine caring among our members. By all accounts, CBH is a successful 
congregation that has come through a number of difficult times to become a model 
of diversity.  

History of Our School 

Our community school began in 1995 as a dream shared among a handful of 
synagogue members. These pioneers envisioned a school in which learning would 
be engaging, exciting, alive, creative, experiential and hands-on. They envisioned a 
place where people of all ages would learn in tandem and in dialogue. They 
envisioned a place where adults and children would talk openly about all the ways 
in which we are diverse. Above all, they envisioned a place in which children and 
adults would come away feeling positive and connected to being Jewish.  

In the fall of 1995, their dream came true as our school opened with 10 enthusiastic 
children and a handful of dedicated adult learners. In 2013, our size had grown over 
ten-fold, with over 130 students in grades K-7. In addition to our weekly Sunday 
School classes, we have monthly Parent ‘n Me classes for our preschoolers and 
monthly social activities and leadership classes for our teens. We also have 
mid-week B’nai Mitzvah preparation classes, Intergenerational Learning, and 
Family Education. 
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The world rests on three things: on Torah, on Acts of Worship, and on Acts of 
Loving Kindness. 

Pirkei Avot 1:2 
 
 
Our vision for our school 

Congregation Bet Haverim is a Reconstructionist synagogue founded by lesbians 
and gay men and embracing all Jews and their loved ones. We begin with the 
assumption that all members, young and old, are still learning. We welcome and 
invite each person in our community to join us.  

Our educational program strives to foster a greater sense of connection to Jewish 
community and tradition, to develop our sense of awe and wonderment, and to 
promote values-based living. We strive to make Jewish teachings accessible to our 
students, allowing them to relate what they learn in class to their own lives in 
meaningful ways, whether to pause and appreciate the sense of awe that comes 
during a walk in the woods, to feel connected to generations of Jews through ritual, 
or to consider how different Jewish thinkers would encourage them to behave in 
any given situation – and to feel empowered to agree or disagree with those 
teachings based on their own system of values. In addition to considering our own 
daily lives, we strive to be more mindful, as a community, of the world beyond our 
own daily social existences by participating in acts of Tikkun Olam, the healing of 
the world, in our broader community.  

We are committed to learning that is intergenerational, with adults studying 
alongside children in the school, joining together at community celebrations and 
building an environment in the home that fosters ongoing Jewish learning. We 
understand Jewish education as a life-long pursuit that takes place in the 
classroom, in the home, in the synagogue, and in the community at-large.  

We are committed to pluralism in our education program and in our daily lives, and 
our school actively celebrates the richness of our differences. We welcome families 
who practice and experience Judaism in a variety of ways: our families are 
interfaith and multi-racial, Hebrew-speaking and Hebrew-learning, ritual mavens 
and ritual learners, skeptics and spiritualists. Our children have single parents, gay 
parents, and straight parents, who come from many different religious, social, and 
cultural backgrounds. We are brought together by a love of Judaism, a desire to be 
both loved and challenged by our community, and an interest in identifying and 
living out our values. We strive to live lives that embrace the Torah’s teaching that 
we are all made in God’s image –to offer a welcome that is so welcome that it’s not 
an effort, it’s just who we are.  
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Rabbi Meir said, whoever engages in the study of Torah for its own sake achieves 
many merits; moreover, it was worth creating the entire world for their sake 
alone. 

Pirkei Avot 6:1 
 

 
 
General Information, Policies, and Procedures 
 

Weekly Class Meeting Times  
                   Sundays: 9:30am – 12:30pm* 

       Family Minyan 9:30 – 10:00 (parents and children attendance required) 
Judaics & Hebrew 10:00 – 12:30 (includes a half an hour of recess)  
B’nai Mitzvah Class Tues or Weds afternoons**  

 
Monthly Meetings 

Parent ’n Me Classes (Pre-K) Sundays: 10:00am -12:00pm* 
Education Engagement Committee Sundays: 10:00am-12:00pm** 

 
*see calendar for specific dates 

**schedule will be sent to participants each semester 
 
Arrival and Dismissal 
Our school day begins at 9:30 a.m. Please plan to arrive a few minutes early so that 
everyone is ready to start promptly at 9:30. For students in grades K-7, we begin 
each Sunday morning with Family Minyan, which lasts until 10:00. Please plan to 
stay with your child(ren) during this important ritual.  
 
At 12:30, please go directly to your child’s classroom to meet your child 
when he or she is dismissed. This is a wonderful time for an informal sharing 
of the day’s events with your child, or a chance to have a quick check-in with the 
teacher. For safety reasons, children may not leave the classroom to find their 
parents in the lobby or the parking lot—parents must come to meet them.  
 
Attendance  
We take attendance seriously at our school, and hope you will too. This is for several 
reasons. First, it is already difficult to fit as much wonderful Jewish learning as we 
would like into our 28 Sundays together. In particular, Hebrew language learning 
suffers with irregular attendance: missed classes not only prevent students from 
progressing in Hebrew, but often cause them to backslide, become frustrated, and 
begin to dislike coming to school because they feel they can’t keep up. Regular 
attendance goes a long way to prevent this situation from occurring. 
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Additionally, we work hard to create a sense of community in our classrooms: our 
entire philosophy of classroom management is based on helping students feel that 
they belong here, and that they have a stake in this place. When students miss 
classes, it directly impacts their ability to feel invested in the learning community 
(kehillah).   Please help us to build a true community of Jewish learning by 
committing to being with us on Sunday mornings.  
 
The expectation at our school is that all students will attend a minimum 
of 75% of all classes during the course of the school year unless 
approved by Education Department for health issues or extenuating 
circumstances. 
 
If frequent absences become a pattern, the family will be asked to meet with the 
Education Department and/or Rabbi for further consultation. For families who are 
considering a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, consistent attendance is especially crucial. Frequent 
absences, tardiness, and/or early pick-ups may delay the date of a child’s Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah. We reserve the right to retain a child in a grade if he or she misses a 
significant number of days of Sunday School.  
 
Snacks and Recess 
Students may bring snacks to school to eat during the mid-morning break. We ask 
that all snacks DO NOT CONTAIN ANY NUTS, to protect students with serious 
allergies. Occasionally, classes may also have food as part of a celebration or lesson. 
If you have concerns about allergies or dietary restrictions, please advise your 
student’s teacher and the Education Lead.  
 
When weather permits, we bring the children outside for some fresh air at break 
time. Please send your child with weather-appropriate clothing (jackets, etc.) so 
that they will be comfortable.  
 
Lost & Found 
Because we share space with the students at The Friends School, it is very difficult 
for the people cleaning up on Sunday afternoons to know whether items left in 
classrooms belong to our students. Please double check with your children as 
you leave each week to be sure they are bringing home everything they 
have brought in that day.  
 
Tzedakah 
The word “Tzedakah” means “justice” or “righteousness”—and pursuing justice in 
the world is a central imperative of Judaism. One way that this manifests in the life 
of our school is in collecting donations that are then given to a person or cause in 
need. Our children and adults are encouraged to give tzedakah every week during 
Sunday School as well as throughout the week.  
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Inclement Weather 
If classes are cancelled due to bad weather, you will be notified. Should this occur, it 
is possible that a make-up day will be added to the calendar. You will be notified of 
the date if this becomes necessary.  

  
 Parent Volunteers 
So much of the warmth and energy of our school comes from our community of 
parents—our school was founded many years back by a group of parent volunteers, 
and without your continued passion and commitment, we would not be the place 
we are today. Helping out at the school is an incredibly powerful act. By 
participating in school and community programs, parents model the kind of 
connection and sense of responsibility we teach students of our school. By 
becoming involved in the workings of our school, a parent can further their own 
Jewish learning and sense of identity. And perhaps most importantly—the help of 
our parents allows us to provide the best possible education for our students. 
 
If you have not yet had the opportunity to fill out the Parent Volunteer form that 
came with your registration packet, please do so. There are many areas in which 
your time and your talents can be used. If you have already returned your form, 
thank you! You will be contacted shortly after the beginning of the year (if you 
haven’t been already) to confirm your volunteer responsibilities.  
 

1. Clean Up 
We require every family to help clean up the school building after school is 
dismissed at least once during the school year. Each week, two families will sweep, 
wipe down tables and empty the trash in the classrooms and common space. Each 
week we have an obligation to return the school to the state that we found it, and we 
appreciate your support and cooperation in this effort. 
 

2. Safety Parent 
 
Each week a volunteer will sit in the school’s lobby. Their role and purpose is to 
watch the school for any events that happen throughout the day; like visitors 
coming into the school or a child needing assistance. This position starts at the end 
of Minyan until the end of the school day. This position is meant to be “low key” so 
feel free to bring something, like a book or newspaper to occupy your time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.congregationbethaverim.org Page 8 



 

Justice, Justice you shall pursue. –Deuteronomy 16:20 
 
Meeting the Needs of our Students 
We take seriously the Torah's teaching that we are all made in God's image, and 
strive to understand, respect, and value differences, and to celebrate the diversity 
within our community and in the community at large. We are committed to 
providing an environment in which children and teachers feel safe and respected.  
 
Confidentiality 
We honour the confidentiality of all information about children's needs. Only the 
Education Director, administrative staff, and your child’s teacher(s) will have access 
to information provided by parents.  
 
Concerns 
We strive to have open communication between the school and the home and to 
work together to solve problems that may arise. If the teacher, Director, or parent 
has any concerns regarding a child’s experience at the school, a conference with the 
parent(s) will be scheduled to determine the best way to meet everyone’s needs.  
 
Our School's Limitations 
Our teaching community strives to meet the particular learning needs of each child. 
With parents’ help, we strive to be accommodating and to explore modifications 
that may create an effective, positive learning environment for each child. This is 
generally accomplished in our general classrooms. We are also working closely with 
an educational consultant as part of our staff whose role is to help us meet the 
needs of children who process language or visual information differently. In cases 
where we do not have the resources to sufficiently support a particular child’s 
learning, we work in partnership with parents to identify those resources within our 
synagogue and the larger Jewish Community.  
 
Behavior 
In order to establish an environment that is conducive to positive Jewish learning, 
we need for our students to contribute to the atmosphere of mutual respect and 
affection that we take great pride in fostering.  
 
In the event that a child has difficulty behaving kindly and respectfully toward his 
or her peers and teachers, the classroom teacher or the Education Department will 
contact a parent so that the family and the school can work together in devising an 
action plan. As a community, we cannot tolerate verbal or physical violence, bigotry, 
harassment, or any other disruptive conduct that is detrimental to the well-being of 
students, staff, or school community as a whole. In the rare cases where these 
behaviors arise, we reserve the right to remove a child from the classroom 
community until they can be resolved. 
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Do not say “when I have leisure, I will study.” You may never have leisure. 
Pirkei Avot 2:5 

 
Curriculum and Pedagogy 

 
Overview 
Our school’s mission manifests in our curriculum in 3 discrete sections of our 
morning, each focusing on different learning experiences: Family Minyan, Hebrew, 
and Judaics.  
 
Family Minyan is a gathering of our students and their families from 9:30-10:00 
each Sunday. During this time, we learn, recite, and think about morning prayers. 
In addition to being important community time, the educational goals of minyan 
are to familiarize students with the morning prayers so that they will feel at home in 
the synagogue, and to help to make prayer a meaningful experience for each person 
in our community. We talk about issues of meaning and spiritual connection as they 
come up in traditional prayers. To that end, minyan incorporates stories and 
teachings to help each person find new ways of understanding and connecting to 
Jewish liturgy.  
 
Our classroom curriculum is divided between Judaics and Hebrew. Our Hebrew 
classes are divided by skill level in order to best meet the needs of our students.  
We have recently partnered with the Institute for Southern Jewish Life to integrate 
their curriculum into our school. The ISJL is a transdenominational organization 
that “promotes Judaism and our heritage through innovative programs and shared 
resources. The ISJL delivers rabbinic services, an education program, and cultural 
events to communities seeking new solutions, or where Jewish resources are 
limited. The ISJL also provides historic preservation and community engagement 
throughout the South.” 
 
Curriculum Highlights 
 
The ISJL Education Curriculum is a spiraled curriculum, in which students revisit 
key content areas with increased sophistication as they progress through the 
curriculum.  
 
The ten key content areas are: Community, Culture and Symbols, God, Hebrew and 
Prayer, Israel, Jewish History, Jewish Holidays, Jewish Lifecycle Events, Mitzvot 
and Jewish Values, and Tanach (Torah, Prophets, and Writings).  
 
The curriculum is developmentally appropriate, nurturing students’ Jewish 
identity, equipping students to live rich and meaningful lives.  Each grade has thirty 
two-hour lessons including Hebrew.  There are a variety of activities in each lesson 
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that implement the idea that students have different learning styles. Visual, 
Auditory and Kinesthetic learning activities are used throughout each lesson. 
The ISJL curriculum provides class-by-class lesson plans for each grade, which 
include both the big picture (big ideas and the objectives) and the nitty-gritty 
(supplies and other things to prepare).  We have even provided a script and a time 
allocation for teachers who want further guidance in the classroom. 
 
Finally the curriculum has a delivery service.  Our implementation component 
consists of traveling Education Fellows.  Each community is assigned a fellow who 
visits 3 times a year providing programs such as teacher trainings, all school 
programs, service leading and anything else the community needs.  The education 
program kicks off with our annual education conference, designed to train Jewish 
leaders and religious school educators from across the South to implement the 
curriculum and improve their schools. 
 
Throughout the curriculum, students will continue to be exposed to these key 
content areas: 
 
Community  
By being part of the community school experience, students will feel a particular 
pride for their heritage as southern Jews and identify with the larger American and 
global Jewish community. 
 
Culture and Symbols  
The ISJL curriculum provides students with the opportunity to experience the 
colorful culture of Judaism and the symbols.  The students will develop a deeper 
understanding of Jewish culture as their religious school education builds. 
 
God 
Religious school is a place where students can openly discuss their thoughts and 
feelings about God.  Students will learn that throughout history Jews have explored 
their relationship with God (and have had many different ideas!). 
 
Hebrew and Prayer 
During religious school, students will have the opportunity to participate in 
communal prayer (like morning minyan), and find personal meaning in prayers, 
recognizing Jewish worship as an essential facet of Jewish life and as an 
opportunity for self-discovery, self-assessment, and self-development. 
 
Israel 
Throughout the curriculum, students learn to identify Israel as a place of special 
significance for the Jewish people, and learn both some basic information about the 
modern state and about the ideals that went into its founding.  
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Jewish History 
Students will develop a meaningful identification with Jews past and present 
through the study of Jewish history, culture, Hebrew language, liturgy, music, 
literature, arts, and texts. 
 
Jewish Holidays 
Whether it is with the entire religious school at an All School Program or in each 
grade, students will familiarize themselves with the many rituals and traditions that 
are celebrated during Jewish holidays. 
 
Jewish Lifecycle Events 
The spiraled curriculum allows students to mark the passages of time and seasons 
through Jewish lifecycle ceremonies using the symbols, rituals, prayers and 
traditions of their Jewish heritage. 
 
Mitzvot and Jewish Values 
The ISJL curriculum provides students with a chance to view mitzvot-both ritual 
and ethical-as opportunities to build a relationship with God. 
 
Tanach (Torah, Prophets, and Writings) 
Through the religious school experience, students will recognize that Jewish 
education is a lifelong endeavor, one that involves a critical and inquiring approach, 
whereby the process of questioning is as valued and important as the quest for 
answers. 
 
Materials and Learning Activities 
All of the materials and learning activities will be available for review online. The 
link will be sent out in the weekly emails to parents. 
 
 
Starting the B’nai Mitzvah Process at CBH 
The B’nai Mitzvah process is a powerful way for our students to be acknowledged 
for their commitment to this community, their dedication to Jewish learning, and 
their journey on their own spiritual path. Congregation Bet Haverim believes in the 
power of this ritual and strives to help students and their families toward a 
meaningful Bar/Bat Mitzvah experience that is grounded in community and family. 
Students preparing to become Bar/Bat Mitzvah (son or daughter of the covenant) 
attend ten sessions of a special, mid-week B’nai Mitzvah class, as well as several 
individual sessions with the rabbi and their family. Some of these classes include a 
family education component.  
 
When your child is approximately 1 ½-2 years away from his/her Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
please contact our synagogue office at 404-315-6446 to get detailed information 
regarding guidelines, policies, dates, B’nai Mitzvah classes, and other important 
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logistics. There will be a meeting for the parents of students in Kitot Hey, Vav, and 
Zayin who are considering a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  
 
Please be aware that all children preparing for b’nai mitzvah are 
required to attend 15 Shabbat morning services at CBH in the 2 years 
prior to their own celebrations. It is best to start this early, as there are 
many other things to do in the months leading up to the big day! 

 

Monthly and Bi-Weekly Classes 

In addition to our weekly classes for grades K-7, we offer monthly classes for 
preschoolers called Parent ‘n Me. 

 

Parent ’n Me 
Parent ’n Me is dedicated to helping each child develop a framework for 
understanding Jewish holidays, Jewish ethics and culture, and, most importantly, 
themselves. Upon their departure from the Parent n’ Me experience, they will have 
acquired a working understanding of Jewish prayer, blessings, spirituality, Hebrew 
words and phrases, the relationship of Israel to their Judaic roots, as well as an 
understanding of the value of differences and the importance of respect, honoring 
themselves, their families, their community and all living things.  
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If you truly wish your children to study Torah, study it yourself in their presence. 
They will follow your example. Otherwise, they will not study Torah themselves, 
but will instruct their children to do so. 

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk (1787-1859) 
 

Home/School/Synagogue Communication 
 
We strive to maintain a strong partnership between parents and other adult 
community members, the school, and the synagogue. We are not a “drop-off” 
school. We seek for our students to learn, live, and love Judaism with all members 
of our community. 
 
Here are some of the many different ways for you to stay informed and involved 
throughout the year: 
 
Family Minyan 
Students daven together from 9:30-10:00 a.m. on Sundays, and families are warmly 
welcomed—and strongly encouraged to attend—this minyan.  
 
Visiting the Classroom 
We invite parents and other adults to spend time in the classrooms, learning with 
the children—having an extra pair of adult hands can really help the teacher! While 
parents are always welcome in class, it is helpful if you contact your child’s teacher 
in advance if you’d like to spend some time in the class. 
 
Dismissal Time 
You’d be surprised how much you can learn about your child’s day just by stopping 
in at the end of class. Please come in, look around, and ask questions!  
 
Room Parents 
Each class has a parent volunteer who serves as the liaison among the class parents, 
the Education Department and Committee, and the teacher. It is the Room Parent’s 
job to facilitate communication, as well as to organize one or two social events for 
the families. In addition, Room Parents transmit requests for volunteers for 
holidays and other events.  
 
E-Mail 
Please check your email regularly for reminders and other information related to 
the school. The Education Department sends a weekly email with information about 
what will be going on at the school on a given week and information about what has 
been covered in class on a given week. If you are a member of Congregation Bet 
Haverim, you can be a part of a synagogue listserv, which updates you on many 
areas of synagogue life. There is also a listserv at CBH for non-members who are 
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interested in getting emails. If you are interested in getting onto either listserv, 
please email the Rabbi’s Assistant, Agatha Walker, awalker@chbatlanta.org. 
 
Sunday Morning Learning Programs 
Periodically during the year, special adult learning sessions will be held at The 
Friends School while the children are in class. Past programs include: Shabbat vs. 
Soccer Saturdays and Talking to your Kids about Healthy Sexuality. All programs 
will depend upon community interest level. If you are interested in this or other 
programming for our adult community, please be in touch!  
 
 
Our Wider Community: Congregation Bet Haverim 
 
While we at the school strive to provide the richest experience possible for our 
students on Sunday mornings, we also hope that families will become involved in 
our wider congregation and take advantage of its diverse offerings. Participation in 
the life of our Jewish community provides a living context for the things that are 
taught on Sundays, and involvement in the congregation is an indispensable part of 
helping children develop strong, positive, individual Jewish identities. In particular, 
the meaning that children and families find in the process of preparing for and 
celebrating b’nai mitzvah is greatly heightened by regular synagogue attendance.  
 
We have several types of prayer services at Congregation Bet Haverim. We gather 
for Friday night services bi-weekly—usually at 7:30pm—and Shabbat morning 
services twice each month. Once a month, our Friday evening services begin at 6:30 
and are followed by a community potluck dinner. Whenever our community 
celebrates b’nai mitzvah during a Saturday morning service, there is free childcare 
available, should that make more sense for some members of your family. Our 
calendar of Shabbat and holiday celebrations is always available online. 
 
For families with young children, we also offer special services once each month 
geared toward certain age groups. These services are listed below. Please visit 
www.congregationbethaverim.org for specific dates. 
 
Tot Shabbat 
Celebrate Shabbat with songs, stories and friends at the special service designed 
with children 3-5 in mind. Stay for treats afterward. 

 
In addition to Shabbat and holiday observances, groups within Congregation Bet 
Haverim focus on Jewish expression through music, through Tikkun Olam, through 
chant and meditation, and through ritual, to name only our most commonly 
followed spiritual paths. We very much hope that you and your family will find CBH 
to be a place where every member of your family can feel at home. 
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Congregation Bet Haverim’s Membership Committee holds informal orientation 
sessions throughout the year for new, returning, and prospective members, focusing 
on creating and preserving an understanding of our community and its heritage. 
Participants learn more about a Reconstructionist approach to Judaism as well as 
our Synagogue’s structure, mission, and programming. All parents new to the 
school are asked to attend one of these meetings, even if you are not yet 
members. 
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