
Haverim,

Since our Covid Taskforce has encouraged us to refrain from building our communal sukkah this 
year; it might be a perfect time to escape from your permanent shelter and build a shelter of 
peace.  Legend has it, the sukkah was the first “Love Shack!” 

Building and decorating your own Sukkah can be a fun activity for your whole household--and if 
you live alone there are easily-to-assemble kits where you might be able to have a friend or two 
enjoy a meal with less risk.  

Here is a guide to build or order your own with 
instructions, videos and some visual inspiration!

How to Build a Sukkah
Adapted significantly from  

WikiHow by Rabbi Josh

1. When to build the sukkah: Traditionally, 
people build their sukkah immediately following 
Yom Kippur. We have often built the sukkah 
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

2. Choose a place: When locating a space, the majority of its roof traditionally should be under the 
open sky to be able to see the stars and so that the sukkah itself will be providing the shade. Some 
people put up their sukkah on their decks or balconies. Do the best you can.

3. Design your sukkah: Tradition, suggests that 4 full walls are preferable, but minimally a sukkah 
needs to have 2 full free-standing walls and at least a partial third wall. There needs to be an entry 
way and a roof. The structure should be at least 2 and 2/3 feet tall but not taller than 30 feet.

4. Pick your materials: Any materials can be used for the walls. The roof is made of sechach, which 
is defined as plant-based materials. Walls are built first and the roof is built last.

5. Build the Walls: Tradition suggests that the sukkah should be at least 2 and ¼ square feet, but 
can be much larger. You can use any materials for walls like:
• PVC pipe with canvas, burlap or sheets stretched between them
• Stack cinder blocks
• Wooden planks
• Use a part of your home for a part of your sukkah.
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6. Build the Roof: Use materials 
(or a combination of the 
following) like:
• Bamboo
• Pine branches or any 

evergreen
• Corn Stalks
• Specially designed natural 

mats 
Lay long strips of the materials 
over the walls of your sukkah 
until most of the sunlight is 
blocked.

7. Decorate your Sukkah: Bring 
in a table and chairs. Decorate 
the sukkah if you want with 
lights, paper chains, live fruits, etc. Have fun.

8. Dwell in the sukkah. Once your sukkah is built, you use it for seven days, which commemorates 
the Israelites time in the wilderness. People eat their meals inside the sukkah and some sleep inside.

A few videos for pointers:

A Moishe House Video- https://youtu.be/fPSCmr9-feM

Mayim Bialik builds a Sukkah-
https://youtu.be/CK-0c50Si5w

5 time lapse sukkah builds- https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/news/articles/the-five-best-
sukkah-time-lapse-videos

There are pre-fabricated sukkot that you can buy:  Check out https://www.sukkot.com/  or https://
www.sukkahdepot.com/

Check out Design Meillah for some great decoration ideas including using unconventional 
materials?!: 
http://www.designmegillah.com/2014/10/12-great-decorating-ideas-for-sukkah.html

You can also find a forage your own lulav and etrog with this guide created by the Hinenu 
community in Baltimore 

The Brooklyn Arts Council created Sukkah City many years ago, but these architecturally cool 
sukkot are still awesome: https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/07/-i-sukkah-
city-i-revisiting-the-crazy-high-concept-temporary-jewish-huts-of-nyc/277711/


