
           

  

COS MEN’S CLUB NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2022 
 

COS MEN’S CLUB CONTRIBUTES TO GIVING TUESDAY 

INITIATIVE WITH A $2,800 GIFT 

Each year COS participates in Giving Tuesday. The goal this year was $7,200 

(chai x 400), and 100% of the funds raised were to be used to maintain our Sifrei 

Torah scrolls, keep them kosher and continue to guide and inspire future 

generations of Ohev Shalom congregants. Many of our congregants responded 

and over $4,700 was pledged that day. 

The primary goal of the COS Men’s Club is to support our synagogue, with special 

attention to our youth. We aim to create an atmosphere which provides spiritual 

enrichment and fellowship, while at the same time sponsoring many social 

functions designed to meet the varying interests of our members. 

Based on the amount already pledged, our Board of Directors unanimously voted 

to give COS $2,800 for the Giving Tuesday initiative. Elliott Davis, President of the 

COS Men’s Club stated, “I am proud to lead a group of men who strive to make 

our club the best it can be.”  

 

COS Men’s Club President Elliott Davis and Rabbi Murray Ezring 
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COME TO THE WRAP – LEAVE WITH A WRAP 

In the January, 2022 COS Men’s Club Newsletter, it was announced that the annual World Wide Wrap is 

scheduled for Sunday, February 13, 2022, starting at 9:00 am, in person in the chapel, and on Zoom.  

The mitzvah of wrapping tefillin will be shared, encouraged, and taught. Rabbi Ezring and Cantor Robuck will 

illustrate the history of tefillin and the proper (and often unique) ways of putting on tefillin, including the 

appropriate prayers, at the morning minyan.  

Traditionally, the morning minyan and World Wide Wrap, in conjunction with the final day of the Super Bowl 

raffle, is followed by a breakfast and speaker program. Due to the limited access to the synagogue facilities, 

those in attendance at the World Wide Wrap will be given a to go bag, filled with a veggie wrap and other 

items. 

Please make every effort to attend. That’s a WRAP!!!! 

Let’s “Tefillin” the blanks about tefillin: 

1. What are Tefillin? 

• Tefillin are two small black boxes that are placed on the arm and head in Judaism. They are derived 
from 4 different verses in the Torah, two of which mention the exodus from Egypt, and 2 of which 
are in the well-known Shema Prayer. In fact, these four verses are written on small kosher 
parchment, rolled up, and kept inside the Tefillin boxes. The word Tefillin is related to the word for 
prayer (tefillah) but this is not what they are originally called in the Torah, and only came about 
later. The Tefillin are said to act as a physical and spiritual symbol that bind the head (representing 
thoughts) and arm, just opposite the heart (representing actions) together for the same purpose. 
Ancient Jewish sages explained that tefillin can assist in keeping one modest and righteous. 

 

2. What are the different components of Tefillin? 

• Batim - the black leather boxes. 
• Retsuot - the straps. 
• Parshiot - the scrolls containing passages from Sh’mot (Exodus) and D’varim (Deuteronomy). They 

are inside the batim. 
• Rosh - goes on the head. 
• Yad - goes on the arm. 
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Kinneret Council on Aging 8 over 80 honors Michael Wheeler 

Kinneret Council on Aging, a nonprofit agency that provides ongoing programs and services to 
residents of Kinneret Apartments, has announced the honorees for their 2022, "8 Over 80" 
Honorary Gala to be held on Sunday, April 3, 2022. 

"This is our community's premiere event honoring older adults and we are truly inspired by the 
number of outstanding individuals, who continue to contribute to our community and promote the 
Jewish tradition of Tikkun Olam," said Ali Polejes, KCOA Board president. "This event celebrates 
the spirit of older adults, honoring their lives and respecting their individuality."  

"It is a privilege to recognize these outstanding and dynamic individuals," said Sharon Weil, 
executive director of Nonprofit Operations for the Kinneret Council  on Aging. "These are active 
and inspiring individuals who continue to live lives of remarkable achievement, vitality and civic 
engagement." 

There are four COS members being honored this year. One of the 2022 "8 Over 80" Honorees is 
Michael Wheeler. Michael and his wife Estelle have been members of COS for many years and 
Michael has served on both the COS Board and Executive Board of Directors and on the COS 
Men’s Club board, including a 2-year term as President. He was the COS Men’s Club Mensch of 
the Month in March 2021. 

Funds raised will benefit Kinneret Council on Aging in providing the necessary funds for 
programs and services for residents that are not included in the resident's monthly rent.  

Make plans to attend this event and celebrate with Michael. https://kinneretliving.org/8-over-80 

 

     

Michael Wheeler Kinneret Council on Aging's 8 over 80 honorees for 2022 

are (standing l-r): Michael Wheeler (COS 

Member), Sherman Miller (COS Member), Simon 

Snyder, Gene Josephs (COS Member); (seated l-r): 

Barbara Gold (COS Member), Ann Polasek, Pearl 

Halikman and Dr. Eliane Norman.  

 

https://kinneretliving.org/8-over-80
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Volunteering – It’s Easier than you Think!! 

In the January 2022 issue of the Men’s Club newsletter, Rabbi Charles Simon’s book, Building a 

Successful Volunteer Culture, was introduced. The subject of Volunteering and how volunteers can work 

together for common goals will be presented in this, and future, issues. 

In this issue, the subject of “what makes volunteering so special and rewarding?” will be presented. 

Most non-profit organizations function with a combination of staff and lay volunteers working towards common 

goals. Organizations that are staff driven rely on the professional staff to make most of the primary decisions 

and control the operations and financial obligations. It often limits the number of volunteers in the organization. 

On the flip side, lay volunteers in an organization often compete with staff members responsible for the daily 

functions of the organization, since the staff members want to bring their skills and talents to the forefront, to 

justify their paid position.  

The Executive Board, Board of Directors and Committee Chairs of Congregation Ohev Shalom are totally 

volunteer driven and support the synagogue staff’s commitment to provide services to the synagogue 

membership. These individuals give their time and skills to provide adult education and programming, youth 

education and programming, ritual and family life, membership, finance, operations, and resource 

development. As well, Men’s Club, Sisterhood and Seniors, who form auxiliary organizations to the synagogue, 

support the synagogue by providing programs and fundraising. 

What makes volunteering so special and rewarding? There are many answers to this question. Here are a 

few: 

• Gain confidence – volunteering gives you the chance to try something new and build a real sense of 

achievement. 

• Make a difference – volunteering can have a real and valuable positive affect on people, communities, 

and society in general. 

• Meet people – volunteering can help you meet different kinds of people and make new friends. 

• Be part of a community – volunteering can help you feel a part of something outside your daily 

routines. 

• Learn new skills – volunteering can help you learn new skills, gain experience and valuable lessons in 

life. 

• Take on a challenge – Through volunteering you can challenge yourself to try something different, 

achieve personal goals, practice using your skills and discover hidden talents. 

• Have fun! – Most volunteers have a great time, regardless of why they do it. 

What makes a volunteer so special and rewarding?  

A Men’s Club committee prepared breakfast every Sunday morning, to be served after minyan. One morning, a 

recently widowed older gentleman came into the kitchen asking to help. Although there were enough men 

volunteering that morning and everything was under control, no one wanted to turn this man away. One of the 

men took him aside, handed him a knife, pointed to a bucket of onions, and told him that he was now the VP of 

Onions. That was his job. He returned week after week and took his title and responsibility very seriously. 

Volunteering gave him a purpose and an opportunity to be included. 

In the next issue of the COS Men’s Club newsletter, we will discuss the topic of “Cultivating Volunteers.”   

Watch this space!!! 
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Men’s Club Mensch 

 Michael Broniewski – VP Publicity  

 

Things you may not know about me. 

• I am a second-generation Holocaust survivor. 

 

• I am a dual citizen – US and EU. 

 

• I have visited 29 out of 30 baseball stadiums. Seattle is the missing link. 
 

• Some of my hobbies are playing chess and learning French.                                                                

 

• Held the real Stanley Cup in 1996 in Toronto. 

 
 

Editor’s questions: 

1. Your involvement in the Men’s Club and the synagogue is a true example of volunteerism. 
You’re always there to help and support the initiatives. What is your motivation to give so much 
of your time and dedication? 

 
Synagogue life is very important to me. I guess Covid has gotten me a little more religious and 

involved. When I was younger, I only had time to work and support the household. I do not want to see 

traditional Judaism die, so I try my best to be in attendance 

 

 

2. As a long-standing member of the Men’s Club, what do you see as the future for 
synagogue auxiliary organizations with the next generation of younger Jewish men & 
women?  

 
As mentioned in past articles, I think the future of these organizations are in trouble because of 

people's priorities. Membership is important for bat and bar mitzvahs, but funds can be spent on other 

things afterwards. Even the connection to Israel is quite different as compared to the generation coming 

off the Holocaust. 

 

 



COS Men’s Club Newsletter                                                                                                                                P a g e  | 6 
 
 

 

COS Men’s Club Leadership 2021-2022 

Co-President    Elliott Davis  

 Treasurer                                      Andy Rosen 

 Secretary    Jerry Leibman 

 VP Programming                          Jerry Leibman 

VP Membership                             Stuart Leventhal 

 VP Publicity                                  Michael Broniewski 

 VP Social Action                           Bruce Hoffen 

 Immediate Past President            Steve Herman 

 At-Large Board Member              Neal Blaher 

At-Large Board Member               Bart Neuman 

At-Large Board Member              Alan Zelt 

At-Large Board Member             Mark Stone 

At-Large Board Member             Jim Tinkoff 

At-Large Board Member             Mike Wheeler 

At-Large Board Member             Ken Davis 

At-Large Board Member Emeritus     Richard Schwartz 

COS Men’s Club Newsletter Editor – Elliott Davis – elliottdavis613@gmail.com 

For more information about membership, contact Stuart Leventhal  sleventhal@interlachenccfl.com 

file:///C:/COS%20Men's%20Club/COS%20Newsletter/elliottdavis613@gmail.com
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