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ROSH HASHANAH PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Shana Tova!

I am Gail Duner, and I have the honor of serving as President of Or Hadash.  I was 
hoping that as we begin this new year I wouldn’t still be the pandemic president, but it 
looks like I will have to live with that association just a little bit longer.

One of the questions Rabbi Lauren has asked us to consider, as we have had glimpses 
of emerging from this challenging year, has been

What do we want to bring with us out of this experience and what do we want to 
leave behind? This may be answered on a lot of levels, and I will leave the more 
profound responses for another day. One very concrete thing that I want to bring out of 
this experience—is to get out of the house to do a lot more walking and hiking—to 
explore new places.

We started close to home, just going on familiar routes through the neighborhood. 
Bored with that, we drove to explore new neighborhoods. We walked with friends—they 
on one side of the street and us on the other. Did you know there is a neighborhood in 
Atlanta called Sherwood Forest, complete with street names like Robin Hood and Friar 
Tuck? We ventured into North Georgia, hiking on short sections of the Appalachian 
Trail. After each hike, we check our steps to measure how far we’ve gone. Inevitably, 
Bruce’s Iphone always has him going a mile or so farther than me, even though we 
covered the exact same distance together.

And of course, many of my most common paths are to Or Hadash.  I have been 
fortunate to be with so many of you on the various “trails” connecting our community.  
On Zoom, In-Person, in the Courtyard, in the kitchen; at coffee shops and outdoor 
cafes; in backyards and screened-in porches; masked and unmasked. 

As I look back at this past year, I am incredibly proud of all the ground we’ve covered.

● We gathered together for an inspiring Installation for Rabbi Lauren--a Brit 
Kehillah (a community Covenant) marking the time and space for her to put down 
roots and enter into a sacred relationship with us. The beautiful quilt gifted to 
R’Lauren, created by dozens of our Or Hadash kids, now hangs in the hallway to 
our classrooms.  

● We held Seders in the Courtyard during Passover, sharing old and new traditions
.  

● We’ve celebrated Kabbalat Shabbat with Bring your own Shabbat Dinner --a 
wonderful new tradition that we will bring with us as we find ways to enhance our 
Shabbat experience and gather together.
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● Our long-standing Men’s Softball team was back in action this summer—our line-
up made up of teens and old-timers together.

● We created and planted our inaugural Community Garden— our harvest is part 
of our Tikkun Olam initiative to feed the hungry and support our neighbors in 
need—what a great inter-generational project.

● We’ve welcomed many, many B’nai Mitzvahs into our community, with varying 
degrees and stages of in-person-ness. Between the end of August and Sukkot, 
we are blessed to have 9 B’nai Mitzvah. I would like to thank all our families for 
their patience and adaptability as we worked together to navigate and 
choreograph their simchas. 

● Last month we hosted an amazing evening, sponsored by the Israeli Consul and 
the Federation to showcase Sharaka, a new non-profit, formed to create 
collaboration and entrepreneurship between Israel and the UAE and the other 
member states of the Abraham Accords. The panel was fascinating and it was a 
wonderful learning opportunity for the Atlanta community.

● We continue to enhance our Musical Shabbats, building our musical davening 
team, anchored by Rabbi Lauren’s beautiful voice, and supported by a variety of 
members and special guests, adding harmonies and instruments. A special thank 
you to Dr. Amy, her husband Will, Rabbi Ellen and Jeff Nemhauser, Rabbi Ariel, 
Drew Cohen, and our New Light Band members—The Jeffres Family on sax and 
winds, the Manelas on percussion, David Woodsfellow on ukulele.  

● We have been so happy to reintroduce Kiddush after Saturday morning services 
and we thank the many families who have sponsored them as well as a big thank 
you to Annette Marcus, our caterer-in-residence for bringing back one of our core 
pre-pandemic traditions. 

● And finally, I want to share with you the Organizational Refresh that is 
underway.…

o  It has been many years since the graphic visual presentation of Or 
Hadash, our website, and social media channels have been refreshed. As 
stewards of our organization, we are responsible for this upkeep – just as 
we are for the physical building, for example.

o A mix of professional graphic and web designers, communications 
strategists and lay leadership have worked during the past nine months to 
update our visuals  and the words we use to describe our community. 
(note the  Who is Or Hadash statement in the booklet)

o We have rolled out an updated logo and you will soon be seeing new 
email formats and a beautiful, easy-to navigate website. Make sure to like 
our new Facebook page and follow us on Instagram @Or HadashATL 
where we will share content with all of you and the broader community. 



3

o We are fortunate to have added Camille, our new  
Marketing/Communication Specialist, to our staff to help us execute this 
next level communication plan.

o We’ve done our best to take a thoughtful approach to this that is both 
respectful of our history and ambitious about our future

All of the things I’ve highlighted are examples of ways we build Jewish connection and 
meaning.. Some of you may not have found your connections yet, or may not know 
exactly where you fit in. What path might be a good entry point and that’s OK.  Just pick 
a starting point and join in.

Do you like to learn? Join one of our many ongoing classes or Book Clubs; Do you 
want to help our broader community?; help with a Tikkun Olam project;  Do you like 
to garden? we are looking for people with a green thumb. Do you like to Bake or 
want to learn? Join our new Baking Crews to make delicious desserts for our Onegs.  
Are you musical? We are always looking for additions to our band. Do you or your 
teens like technology?  Be a part of our Tech Crew and help make our services 
accessible to everyone. Are you looking to meet new people? Sign up for our 
Congregational Retreat at the end of October, up at Camp Ramah—it’s one of our 
signature events, for all ages and stages. Our family went several years ago and we 
met other families who are now our closest Or Hadsh friends.

Is there something you’d like to do that doesn’t exist yet? Reach out to me or 
Rabbi Lauren, Dr. Amy or Jason—we will be happy to meet you for Coffee and listen to 
your ideas.

The point is, this is YOUR community, and you get to help create it and ensure it 
evolves in directions that are meaningful to you.  

I would be oversimplifying our amazing journey this year without acknowledging that 
some of this has been hard. We’ve had some Boulders to climb over and have been 
met with some steeper hills than we expected. But we just keep moving forward, one 
pace at a time.  And I have no adequate way to thank Rabbi Lauren, Dr. Amy, Jason 
and the staff, the Board, our Tech team, Covid Guidance team, our High Holiday team 
and all of the community groups and volunteers who have poured so much of their 
beings into making Or Hadash the special, special place that it is.

When I was a senior in high school, I, like many of you, had to include a quote in the 
yearbook to accompany my photo. I used the well-known Robert Frost quote that says 
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Two roads diverged in a wood and I, I took the one less traveled by and that has made 
all the difference.  

My 17 year old self thought that being really independent and blazing my own trail and 
not relying on anyone else was a compelling life strategy.

As I’ve gotten older and wiser, and as this last year and a half has made abundantly 
clear,  
Doing things only by yourself is hard;
not having connections to others is hard;  
Creating new things without collaboration is hard; 
not having others to share simchas with is hard; 
And not having others to be there for you when you experience loss is very hard.

I have learned that it is  the strength and presence of others around us that enables us 
to take risks, blaze new pathways and go much farther than we ever thought possible. 
There is much more joy in taking paths where you can walk alongside others. 

My now 60 year-old self would re-write Robert Frost’s verse to: 

Two roads diverged in the wood  and I, I took the one that led to community and that 
has made all the difference

Bruce, Alex, Emily and I wish all of you a happy, healthy, meaningful New Year, and we 
hope you explore new pathways that lead you to community.

L’Shana Tovah u’Metukah 


