
GAIL’S KOL NIDRE APPEAL: 2021  

G’mar Chatima Tovah!

Tonight, we, like Jews around the world, listened to and chanted Kol Nidre, together, as 
a community.  In Jewish tradition, this confession is something we have to do together--
—it’s not something we do as individuals, or in private. It’s a powerful concept that holds 
us accountable to each other and to our kehillah kedoshah—our sacred community.

And it’s precisely because we thrive together in community, that we do the Appeal on 
Kol Nidre. You all know it’s coming—maybe you brace for it; maybe you typically tune-
out; maybe it’s something that is annual habit for you to support; and if not, maybe this 
year you will be open to the possibility of contributing and joining in our communal 
financial accountability.

I love the phrase that Rabbi Lauren and Dr. Amy use when they talk about Or Hadash 
and being IN COMMUNITY.  You don’t just “belong to” or “are a member of” this special 
place, you are IN it. 

Being IN community, to me, is totally different than having a membership to a health 
club, for example.  At a gym, you are there to “use” the equipment and take classes and 
you pay monthly for this transactional relationship. You join for your own benefit and if 
you don’t feel like going anymore or you buy a Peleton instead, you simply stop being a 
member. 

What’s different and what’s compelling about being IN community at Or Hadash, is that 
you are part of it always.  it accompanies us throughout our entire life—it’s a permanent 
community, an extended family—a family of choice. I can’t think of any other institution 
that wraps itself around you from birth to death. We share all the phases of our lives, 
FOR and WITH each other, --from baby namings, to bnai mitzvahs, weddings and 
funerals---and all the small, yet important steps in between. It’s not something that we 
just “use” or “go to” --it’s something that we are IN and we all contribute to in countless 
ways.

Or Hadash, as Rabbi Lauren referenced during Rosh Hashanah, is a living, breathing 
ecosystem-- where everyone has an important role to play for it to flourish. If you have 
been on the sidelines of Or Hadash, if you’re a new member, or if you participate in one 
aspect of our community---you may not be aware of what is going on by other groups or 
individuals who are working hard for our community to thrive.

Some of the most important things that we do are things that you don’t see or you may 
not need—and that’s precisely the point, that’s the beauty of it. It’s especially during 
difficult times like these, that has so clearly demonstrated to me, just how valuable Or 
Hadash is for so many of you. 



Your relationship with Or Hadash will evolve over time and our personal needs may ebb 
and flow. What makes being IN community special is that you have opportunities to give 
(of your time and resources) and opportunities to receive as well.  It’s a very symbiotic 
relationship. How you serve and are served may change.  Being IN Community means 
you get to support others and be supported by others at various stages of your life.  
This is a real gift of Jewish belonging and Jewish responsibility.

We all know that it takes a lot of resources to support a community like Or Hadash. We 
are blessed to have strong fiduciary oversight to help us maintain our financial footing 
and weather this extended pandemic. Our annual budget is designed to support our 
amazing leaders and staff, run Machon Hadash, provide for our security and safety and 
fund many of our programs and learning opportunities. 

There are so many other things that we do and need additional resources for which just 
aren’t covered by our membership commitments.  And that is why we have the Kol 
Nidre Appeal every year.  
.

 You make it possible for everyone who wants to, and who otherwise can’t afford 
to-- to be In community with us 

 You make it possible for any family to send their kids to Machon Hadash for an 
incredible Jewish education

 You make it possible for everyone who wants to come to our Congregational 
Retreat this October, to be nourished and build community connections.

 You make it possible for us to have Kiddushes so we get to enjoy a nosh while 
getting to know each other better—it’s not just about the tuna and egg salad— 
(although it is the best Kiddush vibe in Atlanta).

 You make it possible for us to have the technology and broadcast team to make 
our in-person services and activities accessible to everyone

 And you make it possible for all those behind-the-scenes things that you don’t 
see to provide what is necessary to lift up and embrace many in our Or Hadash 
family.

I recently listened to a podcast where a Harvard Divinity School scholar, named Casper 
ter Kuile (KILE) was interviewed about community trends and rituals.  One of the 
observations he made resonated with me. He spoke about how you have to practice 
being IN community.  It takes practice! It’s a dynamic relationship and we have to 
contribute to it. During the past year and a half, we have become a bit unpracticed at 
being in community. We haven’t been able to gather in ways we are used to. We have 
had fewer people in our homes, our social networks have shrunk.  

But in this year where we’ve experienced a lot of struggles and loss, I am proud call Or 
Hadash my community.  Whether virtually or in-person, we are here every Friday night 
and Saturday morning to share Shabbat together.  Recently, I attended a shiva for one 
of our members where there were so many people to support and just “be there” for the 
family. Our Hesed committee has been very busy this year, bringing food and comfort to 
so many in our community—because that’s what we do—We show up for each other.



So tonight, I invite you to show up for all of us and to practice the one aspect of being IN 
community that we do through the Kol Nidre Appeal.

 For many of you who have already made your pledges, we thank you for your 
generosity.  And for those of you who haven’t yet had the opportunity, I hope you will 
consider a gift this year—If you get a call or email from a Board member, asking for your 
participation in the Kol Nidre Appeal, I hope you will answer that call.  And hopefully, 
while you are at it, you will have a nice conversation and make a new connection.  

As an added incentive, we have an anonymous matching fund for any first-time donors 
and for every dollar increase over your last year’s contribution.  Many of you have 
already taken advantage of this doubling effect.  It’s very easy to make your 
pledge—there is a link on the home page of the website; you may send a confidential 
email to the kol-nidre@or-hadash.org; or you can send an email or text to me or Ben 
Nadler or Heather Blank, our Kol Nidre Appeal co-chairs.

I want to thank all of you for making the choice to be IN community at Or Hadash.  I am 
incredibly grateful to count you as part of my extended family of choice.

May you and your families be inscribed and sealed in the book of life and may this year 
be one of Good Health, with many opportunities to practice strengthening our kehillah 
together.

G’mar Tov
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