Rabbi Lauren Henderson

August 2020 President’s Letter
Dear Chaverim,
I hope you and your family have stayed healthy and safe through the last many weeks. It’s hard to
believe that summer is ending for many of you as your children head back to school (either virtually
or in person). The last month feels like it was endless, with so many things happening around the
country, in the Atlanta community, and the recent losses in our Or Hadash community. While the
days tend to blur together and keep us off-balance, I am comforted by how Or Hadash is helping me
to feel a little bit more grounded and providing important ways to feel connected and engaged.
Many of us have not really left our house in months, yet we can still be part of and be supported by
our wonderful community.
In the past month, Rabbi Lauren has so gracefully and seamlessly become our spiritual leader and
has fully embraced our community as we have embraced her. It is a joy to listen to her beautiful
voice as she leads us on Shabbat; learn from her meaningful d’vars and teaching sessions as she has
so thoughtfully begun the conversations we will all share in together as a community. If you haven’t
yet had an opportunity to join in a Zoom Shabbat on Friday night or Saturday morning, I encourage
you to do so. Not only will you be able to see 100 members of our kehillah kedosha and wish them a
“shabbat shalom”, but it is a really wonderful way to create a little time and space from our crazy
lives and catch our breath together.
Dr. Amy has also been an incredible addition to our community as Director of Lifelong Learning and
her depth of knowledge and teaching ability has been on full display. She is engaging incredibly with
our b’nai mitzvah kids, helping them navigate their simchas though these difficult circumstances.
Dr. Amy shared text and discussion groups for Tisha B’av and has led wonderful Torah study on
Shabbat mornings, with Zoom breakout rooms so we can have more intimate discussions. She is
also guiding our Torah in the Woods study session on Tuesdays, and is collaborating with Rabbi
Lauren on our intergenerational service for Rosh Hashana.
We have been busy and invite you to join us!
The High Holidays are rapidly approaching in just six weeks and we invite you to join us on our
collective journey. You all received the book This Is Real And You Are Completely Unprepared and
it’s a wonderful tool to help us think about the themes we will be exploring. Whether you are
participating in the book discussion group or reading it on your own, we hope it helps you on your
spiritual journey this year.
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Although we will not be sitting in shul together, we are actually encouraging more participation
from you than is typical. There are a number of activities before and during the holidays for you to
be a part of. All the activities are open to all members in good standing. Some events will require
that you sign up and RSVP in order to attend, so we can manage the numbers safely, and others
will be on your own time. For example, you will be able to sign up for a Drive-By Shofar Blowing in
your neighborhood, individual and family time in front of the ark and the spiritual hike on August
30th.
Go to our website (www.or-hadash.org) and click on the High Holidays blue logo for details and
ongoing updates for all of our High Holiday related activities. I hope you’ve listened to the video
with Rabbi Lauren and Dr. Amy framing the High Holidays for us this year.
We want you to share your stories in the Community Connections, record your voices for Avinu
Malkeinu (deadline extended to this Sunday for your video), submit your B’Sefer Hayim names for
Yizkor, contribute to our Tikkun Olam food assistance project for the CAC (Community Assistance
Center) and register to vote. Our youth will be doing some special Tikkun Olam projects as well. Be
on the lookout for other opportunities to engage -- participating in a Zoom sommelier-led kosher
wine tasting and making Rosh Hashana greeting cards.
We are also preparing a special High Holidays package for each family, filled with treats and
meaningful elements to enable all of us to celebrate the holidays together as one Or Hadash
community, but from our homes. You will also receive High Holiday mahzors so you can
participate during the services. Our services will be amazing, uplifting, filled with song, and will
include many members of our community.
I look forward to your continued engagement and support as we move into this special time of the
year together.
B’Shalom,
Gail Duner
President, Or Hadah
gailduner@gmail.com

