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Wow!
Our Or Hadash community truly lived up to its 

bright name this past weekend when we hosted 
rabbi candidate Rabbi Mathew Marko and his wife, 
Marie. Rabbi Matt led Friday Shabbat services 
before joining us for our first Bistro Hadash, which 
drew more than 250 congregants! In between 
kibitzing with our congregants, Rabbi Matt spent 
time with our middle and high schoolers during their 
Hot Chocolate Bar event. The rabbi was amazed by 
some of the teen’s deep and thoughtful insights!

The next morning, Rabbi Matt participated in 
Shabbat services and read Torah. He also visited 
with our K-2nd graders during their Mini-Minyan. 
Following services, the Markos enjoyed mingling 
with more congregants during a delicious kiddush 
luncheon, again drawing more than 200 congregants 
and visitors. The rabbi’s weekend ended with 
Sunday morning minyan.

Rabbi Matt and Marie marveled at the 
community we’ve built and the hamish reception 
they felt from the moment they walked through our 
doors. We know what a unique and warm bet tefilah
we have; how wonderful our special guests were 
able to see and feel that, too. 

Please . . .
give us your feedback about Rabbi Marko and his 
visit this past weekend by completing our online 
survey. It will take around five minutes to complete 
and is completely anonymous unless you include 
identifying information in your responses. The 
survey will close at 9 pm this Sunday, February 9, 
so please complete it soon. Your opinion is vital to 
this important process. Click here to get started. One 
survey per person, please, however, multiple 
surveys per household are welcome.

. . .  & THANK YOU
to everyone who helped make our first rabbi 
candidate weekend such a success: our membership 
committee, our hospitality committee, our staff, our 
board members, those congregants who opened up 
their homes to the Markos, those congregants who 
prepared meals, led tours, and each and every 
congregant who warmly welcomed the Markos to 
our kehillah. Todah Rabah again and again! 

Next Rabbi Candidate Visit
February 28-March 1
We will be hosting another rabbi candidate 
Friday, February 28-Sunday, March 1. Make 
plans to help us welcome this rabbi to our 
hamish community! If you are interested in 
helping with plans and activities for that 
weekend, please contact Rabbi Search 
Committee members Gail Duner and Silvia 
Serrano. Details to come soon. *Special Note: 
For those of you who are wondering what 
happened to the rabbi scheduled to join us 
February 21-23—that rabbi withdrew his name 
due his taking an offer from another synagogue. 

As trees take root, grow and blossom, so, 
too, does our beautiful congregation. 

Happy Tu B’shvat!
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