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Shalom. Erev Tov, and G’mar chatima tovah. My name is Ben Nadler, and it is my 

pleasure and honor to serve as the President of Or Hadash. 

At our house, just a few miles from here, a black fence lines the front of the yard. It’s 

a small fence, about 3 feet tall, just high enough to keep the dogs in the yard. 

About 6 weeks ago, we noticed that on one section of the fence, some vines had been 

growing and started flowering. A couple of weeks later, several tomatoes formed and 

quickly ripened. In the weeks that followed, the tomatoes that we’ve drawn from the 

vines have supplemented multiple bagel breakfasts, grilled cheese lunches, and taco 

dinners. And when I checked the plants this past weekend, I counted over 30 new 

tomatoes that were growing on the vines. 

The tomato plants’ origins remain a mystery. We simply have no idea how they ended 

up there. We’ve had a couple of failed attempts in recent years to plant tomatoes on 

the back side of our house – some in pots, and some in – and I use this term loosely – 

our garden. But we have never deliberately tried to grow any fruit or vegetables on the 

front side of our house. 

The prevailing theory is that a bird, squirrel, or other backyard creature took hold of a 

discarded tomato, and dropped some seeds alongside our fence. The seeds somehow 

ended up buried just deep enough that they could grow from the soil. 

Whatever animal was responsible for this small miracle has proven to be more 

successful at gardening by accident than any of the Nadlers who are here today have 

ever been on purpose. 

So why am I talking about seeds and juicy tomatoes? Besides of course the obvious 

answer of what better way to kick off a fast than to discuss food? 

Like many synagogues, Or Hadash has an annual fundraiser called the Kol Nidre 

Appeal. Every year, we ask our members to consider a contribution of whatever 

amount is comfortable to you, in order to help support our operating budget. What we 

raise from the Kol Nidre Appeal accounts for roughly 1/8 of our operating budget. 



The contributions you make are like the seeds in a garden. A garden simply does not 

grow without first planting a seed. The seeds start out small, but with the right amount 

of water and nutrients, grow into something so much more. And just like those seeds 

alongside the fence in my front yard, they can come from the most unexpected of 

sources. 

It doesn’t take much for the seeds to have an impact. The bird, squirrel, or whatever, 

that dropped that seeds in our front yard probably did not expend a lot of effort in this 

endeavor. And I doubt he or she had any idea of the outcome it would have or the 

impact it would have on my family. 

And just like those seeds, every contribution, no matter the size, has a major impact. 

A $100 gift would pay a teacher to teach a few Machon Chadash classes. And in those 

sessions could be where one of our children first learns to read from the Torah. An 

$18 gift would be enough to pay for half a table of people to eat at a Kiddush 

luncheon. And it’s at the Kiddush table where community is built and friendships are 

made. $18 will pay for a tray of goodies that can be served at Shiva. And at that 

Shiva, you could give comfort to a friend as you listen to them tell their favorite 

stories of a loved one who has just departed. 

This year, it is more important than ever that we continue to plant seeds. We have 

done a phenomenal job in our first 16 years of tilling our garden, planting the seeds, 

providing the water, and our efforts and contributions have yielded amazing product. 

For that we should all be proud. And we’ve had two amazing farmers guide us every 

step of the way. But as we prepare to head into our transition year, it will be essential 

that we continue to nurture our garden so that we continue to produce for the 

generation to come. 

So if you’ve not yet made a gift this year, please consider doing so. There are several 

ways you can pledge, and your pledge does not need to be fulfilled until December 

31st. If you brought your pledge card with you, and you circled or wrote in the 

amount of your pledge, then you can leave the card in the envelope in one of baskets 

as you leave the building this evening. You can also fill out the form on our web site 

or send an email to kol-nidre@or-hadash.org. Or when one of our volunteers reaches 

out to you, if they haven’t already done so, please take their call or reply to their email 

when you hear from them. 

With your help, I’m optimistic that we will reach our goal. Thank you for the blessing 

of being a part of our community and for the blessing of giving back to our kehillah. 

May you all have a meaningful fast and be inscribed in the book of life, the book of 

happiness, and the book of good health. G’mar chamitah tovah. 


