
 

 

UBUNTU - "I AM BECAUSE WE ARE" - African philosophy 

I wanted to take a personal moment and share a bright spot of being in our COVID shutdown.  

It has created a jubilee type of season, an opportunity to slow 

down, reflect, refocus, replenish, recharge, and be 

rejuvenated by the unexpected time off the road. It has 

allowed the 17 years of running trips to catch up with me, and 

I can sit and take stock of where we have been, celebrate all 

of the personal connections we have made, and understand 

all that has happened. Josh and I have spent much of the time 

going through our trips in order to tweak, update, and 

sharpen the programming and talks. We have reconfigured 

parts of the summer trip and feel we will be coming out of this break with stronger and more relevant 

journeys.  

Pre-Covid, the mark of a successful day had been getting many things accomplished and/or being out on 

the road running a trip. Now my day may consist of getting one measurable thing accomplished, and 

many times, this has been reconnecting with so many in our Etgar 36 community. Almost daily, I have 

heard from alumni of our summer and Civil Rights journeys to discuss the protests for Black Lives, the 

election, the run-off in Georgia, and, mostly, I have heard from people who are just checking in. It has 

indeed gotten me through these times that we are off the road, made me so appreciative of our Etgar 

36 community, and looking forward to getting back on the road. The overall feeling I have felt during the 

pandemic is gratitude, and that is because of us.  

 

Josh & I wish us all a happy and healthy 2021. 

May it be a time that we get back on the bus and reconnect on the road! 

 

Visit our Website for more information! 

https://www.etgar.org/
https://www.etgar.org/

