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When Aaron David Miller left the Department of State in 2003, then  

Secretary of State Colin Powell gave him two pieces of advice: don’t try 

to come back and try not to look back. The first piece Miller happily  

accepted; the second he categorically rejected. And since then, he has 

spent the last couple decades examining why we succeeded and failed 

in our negotiating efforts. Along the way, Miller discovered that  

diplomacy is a lot like life, and he learned a dozen invaluable lessons 

that surprisingly not only applied to foreign policy but to success in  

politics, business and personal relationships.  

 

 

 The Tillie and Max Stein Family Lectures on Modern Israel and modern Jewish history were  

 established in 2015 at the request of Tillie Stein (z"l) to provide our COH congregational  

 members an opportunity for Jewish and Israel learning. The lectures commemorate their  

 memory and their unbending devotion to family, their Judaism, and Israel. Throughout their 

 lives, they eagerly passed these commitments on to their children, grandchildren and their  

 families. 
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Aaron David Miller is a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 

focusing on U.S. foreign policy. He has written five books, including his most recent, The 

End of Greatness: Why America Can’t Have (and Doesn’t Want) Another Great  

President (Palgrave, 2014) and The Much Too Promised Land: America’s Elusive Search 

for Arab-Israeli Peace (Bantam, 2008). He received his PhD in Middle East and U.S.  

diplomatic history from the University of Michigan in 1977. 

Between 1978 and 2003, Miller served at the State Department as an historian, analyst, 

negotiator, and advisor to Republican and Democratic secretaries of state, where he 

helped formulate U.S. policy on the Middle East and the Arab-Israel peace process, most 

recently as the senior advisor for Arab-Israeli negotiations. He also served as the deputy 

special Middle East coordinator for Arab-Israeli negotiations, senior member of the State 

Department’s policy planning staff, in the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, and in the 

office of the historian. He has received the department’s Distinguished, Superior, and 

Meritorious Honor Awards. 

Miller is a member of the  Council on Foreign Relations, and formerly served as resident 

scholar at the Georgetown Center for Strategic and International Studies. He has been a 

featured presenter at the World Economic Forum and leading U.S. universities. Between 

2003 and 2006 he served as president of Seeds of Peace, a nonprofit organization  

dedicated to empowering young leaders from regions of conflict with the leadership skills  

required to advance reconciliation and coexistence. From 2006 to 2019, Miller was a  

public policy scholar; vice president for new initiatives, and director of the Middle East 

program at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. 

Miller is a global affairs analyst for CNN. His articles have appeared in the New York 

Times, Washington Post, Politico, Foreign Policy, USAToday, and CNN.com. He is a  

frequent commentator on NPR, BBC, and Sirius XM radio. 


