
Date: Wednesday, October 14, 2020, 7PM 
Facilitators: Elizabeth Appley and Sandy Epstein 
Theme: The Holy Land 
The Source by James Michener [Part 1]  
First 495 pages until the end of level VIII of the Tell 

 

Michener transports us back  
thousands of years to the Holy Land. 
Through the discoveries of modern 
archaeologists excavating the site of 
Tell Makor, Michener vividly recre-
ates life in an ancient city and traces 
the profound history of the Jewish 
people—from the persecution of the 
early Hebrews, the rise of Christiani-
ty, and the Crusades to the founding 

of Israel and the modern conflict in the Middle East. 
 

Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2020, 7PM 
Facilitators: Deborah and David Woodsfellow 
The Source by James Michener [Part 2]  
Pages 496-1102 beginning of Tell VII 

Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2020, 7PM 
Facilitator: Sara Ghitis | Theme: The Cairo Geniza 
The Last Watchman of Old Cairo  
by Michael David Lukas (211 p) 

 
Joseph, a literature student at  
Berkeley, is the son of a Jewish  
mother and a Muslim father. One 
day, a mysterious package arrives on 
his doorstep, pulling him into a  
mesmerizing adventure to uncover 
the centuries-old history that binds 
the two sides of his family. 
 
 

COH Book Club members have chosen their  

own books this season. All meetings will be  

conducted on Zoom platform at 7PM.  

For additional research, supplemental books 

and articles have been recommended. 
— ### — 

 

Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020, 7PM 
Facilitator: Robin Lewis 
Theme: Black Lives Matter & Black-Jewish Relations 
The Color of Love by Marra B. Gad (200 p) 

 

In April 1970, Marra Gad was born 
in New York to an unwed, white 
Jewish mother and an unnamed, 
black father. Three days later, she 
was adopted by a Jewish family in 
Chicago. In The Color of Love, Gad 
reflects on her childhood and early 
adulthood. She revisits critical  
moments and relationships, which 
both helped and hindered her as 

she tried to grapple with her identity as a mixed-race 
Jewish girl with racist relatives. 
 
ADDITIONAL READING:  

Between the World and Me by Ta Nehisi Coates (176 p) 
Coates, age 40, writes directly to his son Samori who is 
15. In a profound work that pivots from the biggest 
questions about American history and ideals to the most 
intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi 
Coates offers a powerful new framework for under-
standing our nation’s history and current crisis.  
 

Black Power, Jewish Politics: Reinventing the Alliance  
in the 1960s by Marc Dollinger (190 p) 
Marc Dollinger, a professor of Jewish Studies at San 
Francisco State University and author of Quest for  
Inclusion: Jewish and Liberalism in Modern America 
(2000), has written an interesting and provocative study 
of Black Jewish relations in the United States during the 
1960s and ’70s.  
 

Check out these sites 
10 Books about race non-black people  

should be reading right now 
Remembering John Lewis  

Anti-Racism Resources  
Black Lives Matter  7460 Trowbridge Road                                          

Sandy Springs, GA 30328                            
(404) 250-3338     www.or-hadash.org 

MJCCA Book Festival 
Nov 7-22, 2020 

Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021, 7PM 
Facilitator: Sari Marmur   
Theme: Eugenics 
The Guarded Gate: Bigotry, Eugenics, and the Law That 
Kept Two Generations of Jews, Italians, and Other  
European Immigrants Out of America  
by Daniel Okrent  (497 p)  

 

Most political shifts reflect estab-
lished social currents, and such was 
certainly the case for the Immigra-
tion Act of 1924. This book explores 
two movements, Immigration  
restriction and eugenics, that 
gained momentum around the turn 
of the twentieth century and even-
tually inspired the law’s passage. 
Okrent (Last Call, 2010), an editor 

and historian, describes how each practice developed 
conceptually and how they were brought together in  
the early 1910s to promote “scientific racism as a politi-
cal creed”. He focuses on their mostly WASP leaders and 
the philanthropists and publishers who enabled their 
shaping of American public discourse, including just 
enough broader commentary to explain how the coun-
try shifted from its pre-WWI open-door policy to the  
exclusionary doctrine of the 1920s. In a brief discussion 
of the act’s aftermath, Okrent makes clear that its  
restrictions of European Jews and other refugees from 
fascism during the 1930s was not the only evil wrought 
by these thinkers. The Nazi ideology that caused them 
to flee was heavily influenced by American scientific  
racism. A sobering, valuable contribution to discussions 
about immigration. 
 
Planned Parenthood to remove Margaret Sanger’s name 
from N.Y. clinic over views on eugenics  
— The Washington Post 

BFP1-Brochure 2020-21 

2020—2021 COH Virtual 
Book Club Selections 

Jewish Film Festival 
Dates to be determined 

Rosh Hashanah 
Sept 18-20, 2020 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Between_the_World_and_Me/YoGJDQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Black_Power_Jewish_Politics/f5RUDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Black_Power_Jewish_Politics/f5RUDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2020/06/9848927/black-lives-matter-books
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2020/06/9848927/black-lives-matter-books
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remembering-congressman-john-lewis-tickets-113688928646
https://jackkornfield.com/anti-racism-resources/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/our-co-founders/
https://www.atlantajcc.org/interior-pages/arts-and-culture-book-festival-virtual
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/07/21/margaret-sanger-planned-parenthood-eugenics/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/07/21/margaret-sanger-planned-parenthood-eugenics/
https://www.ajff.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/07/21/margaret-sanger-planned-parenthood-eugenics/


Pesach 
March 27-April 4, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 3rd Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 7PM 
Facilitator: Carolyn Lippman 
Theme: Genealogy 
Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, Eternity, and Love 
by Dani Shapiro (256 p) 
 
2019 National Jewish Book Awards Winner 
 

Inheritance is a book about secrets–
secrets within families, kept out of 
shame or self-protectiveness;  
secrets we keep from one another in 
the name of love. ...  
 
How do you make sense of your  
identity after a DNA test reveals that 
the man who raised you is not your 
biological father? Dani Shapiro did 

not resemble anyone in her family and was often met 
with skepticism when she told people she was Jewish, but 
she never expected a genetic test that she took  
whimsically would reveal that the father she adored was 
not related to her. What secrets — buried fifty years  
earlier — could explain such life-altering facts? 
 
 
Also see: The Lost Family: How DNA testing is Upending 
Who We Are by Libby Copeland 
 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 7PM 
Facilitator: Jody Kassel 
Theme: Medicine and Religion in Israel 
This Narrow Space: A Pediatric Oncologist, His Jewish, 
Muslim, and Christian Patients, and a Hospital in  
Jerusalem by Alisha Waldman (256 p) 
 

 
A memoir both bittersweet and  
inspiring by an American pediatric  
oncologist who spent seven years 
in Jerusalem treating children—
Israeli Jews, Muslims, Christians, 
and Palestinian Arabs from the 
West Bank and Gaza—who had all 
been diagnosed with cancer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hippocrates 

 
 
 

 Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021, 7PM 
Facilitators:  Sandy Cuttler and Gary Lotner 
Theme: Anti-Semitism 
Anti-Semitism: Here and Now by Deborah E. Lipstadt 
(304 p) 

Lipstadt gives us a penetrating and 
provocative analysis of the hate 
that will not die, focusing on its  
current, virulent incarnations on 
both the political right and left: 
from white supremacist demon-
strators in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
to mainstream enablers of antisem-
itism such as Donald Trump. 
 

 
PLUS/OR 
 
How to Fight Antisemitism by Bari Weiss  (224 p) 
“Bari Weiss has written what must be judged a brave 
book... Weiss has delivered a praiseworthy and concise 
brief against modern-day anti-Semitism.”—The New 
Yorker 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2021, 7PM 
Facilitators:  Sheila and Michael Dalmat 
Theme: Fascism/Government 
Fascism: A Warning by Madeline Albright (294 p) 

 
A personal and urgent examination 
of Fascism in the twentieth century 
and how its legacy shapes today’s 
world, written by one of America’s 
most admired public servants, the 
first woman to serve as U.S.  
Secretary of State. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021, 7PM 
Facilitator: Shlomit Finkelstein  
Theme: Israelis and Palestinians 
Apeirogon: A Novel by Colum McCann (455 p) 

 
Bassam Aramin is Palestinian.  
Rami Elhanan is Israeli. They  
inhabit a world of conflict that  
colors every aspect of their lives, 
from the roads they are allowed 
to drive on to the schools their 
children attend to the check-
points, both physical and  
emotional, they must negotiate.
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date: Wednesday, July 14, 2021.  
Event not yet determined. 
Stay Tuned for Updates! 

Order your book club books 

through the COH Amazon portal at: 

bit . ly/COHAmazon   

and Or Hadash  

benefits from your purchase! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQDQRYD0ljI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQDQRYD0ljI
https://www.google.com/books/edition/How_to_Fight_Anti_Semitism/GtOJDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&tag=wwworhadashor-20

