
The Guarded Gate... 
 

Brandished by the upper class Bostonians and New Yorkers—
many of them progressives—who led the anti-immigration 
movement, the eugenic arguments helped keep hundreds of 
thousands of Jews, Italians, and other unwanted groups out of 
the U.S. for more than 40 years. 
 
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020, 7PM 
Hosts: David and Deborah Woodsfellow 
 

A Broken Hallelujah by Liel Leibovitz 
 
Brings to life a passionate poet-turned-
musician and what compels him and his 
work. Why is it that Leonard Cohen receives 
the sort of reverence we reserve for a  
precious few living artists? Why are his songs, 
three or four decades after their original  
release, suddenly gracing the charts, block-
buster movie sound tracks, and television 

singing competitions? And why is it that while most of his  
contemporaries are either long dead or engaged in uninspired 
nostalgia tours, Cohen is at the peak of his powers and  
popularity? 
 

More than just an account of Cohen’s life, A Broken Hallelujah 
is an intimate look at the artist that is as emotionally astute as 
it is philosophically observant. Delving into the sources and 
meaning of Cohen’s work, Leibovitz beautifully illuminates 
what Cohen is telling us and why we listen so intensely. 
 
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020, 7PM 
Hosts: Elizabeth Appley and Sandy Epstein 
 

In Many Waters by Ami Sands Brodoff 
 
IN MANY WATERS is the gripping story of 
three orphans whose lives intersect on the 
island of Malta  during our current, urgent 
refugee crisis. Zoe, a budding historian, 
comes to Malta with her younger brother Cal 
to learn more about their Maltese mother, as 
well as the mysterious circumstances  
surrounding their parents' untimely deaths. 

The siblings' well-mapped plans are derailed when Cal, who is 
a daily swimmer in the Mediterranean, discovers a girl floating 
in the sea, barely alive.  
 
The small, battered fishing boat on which she has journeyed 
from Libya to Malta capsized in a storm: Aziza is the sole  
survivor. Meanwhile, Zoe returns to the site of her parents' 
drownings and stumbles across a trail of clues which lead to 
the discovery of an unknown family member, unearthing a 
chain of life-changing secrets.  

Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 7PM 
Hosts: Cheryl Hecht & Sari Cynman; Sara Ghitis (facilitator) 
 
The Last Watchman of Old Cairo by Michael David Lukas  
 

Esther Nussbaum – February 27, 2018. Joining 
the considerable list of books and articles  
inspired by the “discovery” of the documents of 
the geniza in the Ben Ezra Synagogue of Fustat 
(Old Cairo) in the late 19th century, The Last 
Watchman of Old Cairo plots a  contemporary 
tale with flourishes of mystery, and current  
Societal concerns. Texts that include the name 
of God are considered sacred by Jews. When 

they are no longer usable, they are either buried or stored in a 
geniza – usually in an attic – in the synagogue. In the late 19th 
century, two widowed Christian sisters, scholars from Scotland, 
brought the documents to the attention of Dr. Solomon  
Schechter. He had the documents brought to Cambridge  
University, where he was a resident scholar; they have been  
studied there ever since. Joseph’s mission is to uncover the story 
behind a reference to the ancient Ben Ezra synagogue in a news-
paper clipping, sent to him along with the effects of his recently 
deceased father. This is in keeping with his heritage: AlRaqb is a 
descriptive surname meaning “the watchman.” For generations, 
the job of guarding the synagogue, a respected position, was 
handed down from father to son. 
 

Lukas’s narrative cleverly incorporates the negotiations for  
the geniza documents by the sisters Agnes and Margaret, Dr. 
Schechter and a young woman whose identity is not revealed at 
first, and the elders of the synagogue. It is revealed that the  
elders are seeking to include a young man of the community 
caught in “unnatural congress” to be sent to Cambridge along 
with the documents. The allusion to homosexuality resonates 
with Joseph, whose fascination with what he is uncovering will 
ultimately determine his future. Many issues concerning  
contemporary scholars are raised in this fast paced novel, which 
will interest fiction and nonfiction readers alike. 

 
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020, Day VII, 7PM 
Hosts: Ilene and Steve Zier 
 

The Guarded Gate by Daniel Okrent 
 
By the widely celebrated New York Times 
bestselling author of Last Call—the powerful, 
definitive, and timely account of how the rise 
of eugenics helped America close the  
immigration door to “inferiors” in the 1920s.  
 
A forgotten, dark chapter of American history 
with implications for the current day, The 

Guarded Gate tells the story of the scientists who argued that 
certain nationalities were inherently inferior, providing the  
intellectual justification for the harshest immigration law in 
American history.  

 A Passion to Serve... 
 

A Passion to Serve: Memoirs of a Jewish Activist tells  
compelling stories from the career of Sherry Frank. She has 
partnered with movers and shakers to build bridges of  
understanding across race and religion. She has been involved 
in combatting all forms of discrimination, preserving Atlanta's 
Jewish history, and building support for Israel. In this personal 
story, she shares her own spiritual journey and expression of 
her proud Jewish identity. "A community activist for over fifty 
years, Sherry Frank has worked tirelessly in the Jewish and 
general communities of Atlanta. She has been an active  
feminist and a champion for civil and human rights and  
equality for all". 
 
 

 
 

Date: Wednesday, February 12, 2020, 7PM 
Host: Sari Marmur; Carl & Myrna Feigenbaum (facilitators) 
 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
 
 

The mega-bestseller with more than 1.5  
million readers that is soon to be a major  
television series. 
 
"The novel buzzes with the energy of  
numerous adventures, love affairs, [and] 
twists of fate." —The Wall Street Journal 
 

He can’t leave his hotel. You won’t want to. From the New 
York Times bestselling author of Rules of Civility — a  
transporting novel about a man who is ordered to spend the 
rest of his life inside a luxury hotel. 
 
In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant 
aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sentenced to house 
arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from 
the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, 
has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an 
attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in 
Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors.  
Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry 
into a much larger world of emotional discovery. Brimming 
with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully  
rendered scene after another, this singular novel casts a spell 
as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper under-
standing of what it means to be a man of purpose.  
 
"Fun, clever, and surprisingly upbeat . . . A Gentleman in  
Moscow is an amazing story because it manages to be a little 
bit of everything. There’s fantastical romance, politics,  
espionage, parenthood and poetry. The book is technically 
historical fiction, but you would be just as accurate calling it a 
thriller or a love story.” —Bill Gates 

In Many Waters... 
  

In Many Waters brilliantly mines the hearts and minds of 
characters in extremis, the unforgettable tale of the ways 
that we love and help one another and how the choices we 
make reverberate through generations. 
  
"In Many Waters feels like a miracle. In her ambitious, cross-
cultural examination of love in absence, Ami Sands Brodoff 
covers huge swaths of time and space with a remarkably 
light touch. The novel manages to be simultaneously local 
and global, domestic and political, intimate and vast. 
Brodoff's portrayal of the hardship of refugees is timely, 
wise, and moving. I fell for each of these characters--
especially Zoe and Cal--siblings orphaned by their  
parents even while their parents still lived. As soon as I 
turned the final page of this extraordinary novel, I wanted 
to read it again."  —Angie Abdou, author of Between 

 
 

Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020, 7PM 
Host: Shlomit Finkelstein 
 

Dear Zealots by Amos Oz 
 

An urgent and deeply necessary work,  
Dear Zealots offers three powerful essays 
that speak directly to our present age, on 
the rise of zealotry in Israel and around the 
world.  
 
“Concise, evocative . . . Dear Zealots is  
not just a brilliant book of thoughts and 
ideas—it is a depiction of one man’s strug-

gle, who for decades has insisted on keeping a sharp, stri-
dent and lucid perspective in the face of chaos and at 
times of madness.” — David Grossman, winner of the Man 
Booker International Prize. 
 
From the incomparable Amos Oz comes a series of three 
essays: on the universal nature of fanaticism and its  
possible cures, on the Jewish roots of humanism and the 
need for a secular pride in Israel, and on the geopolitical 
standing of Israel in the wider Middle East and  
internationally. 
 
Dear Zealots is classic Amos Oz—fluid, rich, masterly, and 
perfectly timed for a world in which polarization and  
extremism are rising everywhere. The essays were written, 
Oz states, "first and foremost" for his grandchildren: they 
are a patient, learned telling of history, religion, and politics, 
to be thumbed through and studied, clung to even, as we 
march toward an uncertain future. 



Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2019, 7PM 
Hosts: Cindy and Patrick Tracy 
 

The Altruists by Andrew Ridker 
 
"[An] intelligent, funny, and remarkably assured first novel... 
[Andrew Ridker establishes] himself as a big, promising  
talent... Hilarious… Astute and highly entertaining...  
Outstanding." --The New York Times Book Review 

 
A vibrant and perceptive novel about a  
father's plot to win back his children's  
inheritance.  
Arthur Alter is in trouble. A middling professor 
at a Midwestern college, he can't afford his 
mortgage, he's exasperated his much-younger 
girlfriend, and his kids won't speak to him. And 
then there's the money--the small fortune his 

late wife, Francine, kept secret, which she bequeathed directly 
to his children. Those children are Ethan, an anxious recluse 
living off his mother's money on a choice plot of Brooklyn real 
estate, and Maggie, a would-be do-gooder trying to fashion 
herself a noble life of self-imposed poverty. On the verge of 
losing the family home, Arthur invites his children back to St. 
Louis under the guise of a reconciliation. But in doing so, he 
unwittingly unleashes a Pandora's box of age-old resentments 
and long-buried memories--memories that orbit Francine, the 
matriarch whose life may hold the key to keeping them together. 
 
Spanning New York, Paris, Boston, St. Louis, and a small desert 
outpost in Zimbabwe, The Altruists is a darkly funny (and  
ultimately tender) family saga that confronts the divide  
between baby boomers and their millennial offspring. It's a 
novel about money, privilege, politics, campus culture, dating, 
talk therapy, rural sanitation, infidelity, kink, the American beer 
industry, and what it means to be a "good person." 
 
Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2019, 7PM 
Hosts: Sheila and Michael Dalmat 
 

A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell 
 
In 1942, the Gestapo sent out an urgent trans-
mission: "She is the most dangerous of all  
Allied spies. We must find and destroy her."  
 
The target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a 
Baltimore socialite who talked her way into 
Special Operations Executive, the spy  
organization dubbed Winston Churchill's 

"Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare." She became the first 
Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines and--despite her 
prosthetic leg--helped to light the flame of the French  
Resistance, revolutionizing secret warfare as we know it.  

Date: Wednesday, September 11, 2019, 7PM 
Hosts: Louise Meller & Jay Lukowski; 
   Rochelle Mucha (facilitator) 
 

Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish 
 

Winner of a National Jewish Book Award, Sami Rohr Fellow 
2019. "A gifted writer, astonishingly adept at nuance,  
narration, and the politics of passion."—Toni Morrison 

 
Set in London of the 1660s and of the early 
twenty-first century, The Weight of Ink is the 
interwoven tale of two women of  
remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an 
emigrant from Amsterdam who is permitted 
to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the 
plague hits the city; and Helen Watt, an  
ailing historian with a love of Jewish history.  

When Helen is summoned by a former student to view a 
cache of newly discovered seventeenth-century Jewish  
documents, she enlists the help of Aaron Levy, an American 
graduate student as impatient as he is charming, and  
embarks on one last project: to determine the identity of the 
documents' scribe, the elusive "Aleph".  Electrifying and  
ambitious, The Weight of Ink is about women separated by 
centuries—and the choices and sacrifices they must make in 
order to reconcile the life of the heart and mind.   
 
Date: Tuesday, October 15, 2019, 7PM  
Host: COH Sukkah, Cheryl Hecht (facilitator) 
 

Kaddish.com by Nathan Englander 
 

The celebrated Pulitzer finalist and  
prize-winning author of Dinner at the Center 
of the Earth and What We Talk About When 
We Talk About Anne Frank delivers his best 
work yet, a streamlined comic masterpiece 
about a son’s failure to say Kaddish for his 
father. Larry is the secular son in a family of 
Orthodox Brooklyn Jews.  When his father 
dies, it’s his responsibility to recite the  

Kaddish, the Jewish prayer for the dead, every day for eleven 
months.  To the horror and dismay of his sister, Larry Refuses 
—imperiling the fate of his father’s soul. To appease her,  
Larry hatches an ingenious if cynical plan, hiring a stranger 
through a website called kaddish.com to recite the prayer 
and shepherd his father’s soul safely to rest. Sharp,  
irreverent, hilarious, and wholly irresistible, Englander’s tale 
of a son who makes a diabolical compromise ingeniously  
captures the tensions between tradition and modernity—a 
book to be devoured in a single sitting whose pleasures and 
provocations will be savored long after. 
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Woman of No Importance… 
 

Virginia established vast spy networks throughout France, 
called weapons and explosives down from the skies, and  
became a linchpin for the Resistance. Even as her face  
covered wanted posters and a bounty was placed on her 
head, Virginia refused order after order to evacuate. She  
finally escaped through a death-defying hike over the  
Pyrenees into Spain, her cover blown. But she plunged back 
in, adamant that she had more lives to save, and led a  
victorious guerilla campaign, liberating swathes of France 
from the Nazis after D-Day. 
 
Based on new and extensive research, Sonia Purnell has for 
the first time uncovered the full secret life of Virginia Hall -- 
an astounding and inspiring story of heroism, spy craft,  
resistance, and personal triumph over shocking adversity. A 
Woman of No Importance is the breathtaking story of how 
one woman's fierce persistence helped win the war. 
 
Date: January 8, 2020, 7PM 
Hosts: Sherry Z. Frank, Robin Lewis, Cathy Jacobson;  
   Sherry Z. Frank (facilitator). Held at Or Hadash. 
 

A Passion to Serve by Sherry Z. Frank 
 
"Readers of this book are in for a rare treat. 
Sherry Frank offers a ringside view of fifty 
years of American and Jewish history." -
DAVID HARRIS, CEO, American Jewish  
Committee.  
 

"Sherry Frank was a bridge between the  
Jewish and African-American communities 
when their collaboration created a moral 

force for good." -THE HONORABLE JOHN LEWIS, U.S.  
Representative for Georgia's 5th District. 
 

"Sherry Frank's excellent book takes us through an important 
period in our country's history, when religious, civil rights, and 
Jewish leaders found common ground, and provides  
important lessons in our polarized and divisive times." -
AMBASSADOR STUART E. EIZENSTAT, Chief White House  
Domestic Policy Adviser to President Jimmy Carter; U.S.  
Ambassador to European Union; Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury in the Clinton Administration. 

BFP-1b Brochure 2019-20 

Order your book club books 
through the COH Amazon portal at: 
bit.ly/COHAmazon and COH bene-

fits from your purchase - or scan  
this bar code with your smart phone 

for easy access. 


