
A Strange Death… 
the artifacts and debris of the town, in which he found beguiling 
traces of events that had taken place half a century earlier. Most of 
all, Halkin listened to the village's storytellers, of whom none is 
more expansive than Yanko Epstein, who runs the town museum. 
Yet even Epstein, for all his love of a good yarn, proves to have a jaw 
like a steel trap when confronted with aspects of the ancient betray-
al. A journey into the place where history and legend overlap, a 
murder mystery, a lyrical evocation of the doomed attempt to build 
a Languedoc town on the Eastern Shores of the Mediterranean, a 
deft investigation into the betrayal of idealism- A Strange Death is all 
of these. 
 
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2018, 7PM 
Hosts: Cindy and Patrick Tracy 
 

On the Move: A Life by Oliver Sacks 
 

A New York Times Notable Book. One of the 
Best Books of the Year: NPR, San Francisco 
Chronicle, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, BookPage, 
Slate, Men’s Journal. 
 

When Oliver Sacks was twelve years old, a 
perceptive schoolmaster wrote: “Sacks will 
go far, if he does not go too far.” It is now 
abundantly clear that Sacks has never 
stopped going. With unbridled honesty and 
humor, Sacks writes about the passions that 

have driven his life—from motorcycles and weight lifting to 
neurology and poetry. He writes about his love affairs, both 
romantic and intellectual; his guilt over leaving his family to 
come to America; his bond with his schizophrenic brother; 
and the writers and scientists—W. H. Auden, Gerald M. Edel-
man, Francis Crick—who have influenced his work. On the 
Move is the story of a brilliantly unconventional physician and 
writer, a man who has illuminated the many ways that the 
brain makes us human.  
 

OLIVER SACKS was born in 1933 in London and was educated 
at the Queen’s College, Oxford. He completed his medical 
training at San Francisco’s Mount Zion Hospital and at UCLA 
before moving to New York, where he soon encountered the 
patients whom he would write about in his book Awakenings. 
Dr. Sacks spent almost fifty years working as a neurologist and 
wrote a number of books--including The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat, Musicophilia, and Hallucinations--about the 
strange neurological predicaments and conditions of his pa-
tients. The New York Times referred to him as "the poet laure-
ate of medicine," and he received many awards, including 
honors from the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the American Academy of Arts and Letters, 
and the Royal College of Physicians. His memoir, On the 
Move, was published shortly before his death in August 2015. 
 
 
 

 

Date: Wednesday, February 14, 2018, 7PM 
Hosts: Deborah and David Woodsfellow 
 

The First Love Story: Adam, Eve and Us by Bruce Feiler 
 

Since antiquity, one story has stood at the 
center of every conversation about men 
and women. One couple has been the 
battleground for human relationships and 
sexual identity. That couple is Adam and 
Eve. Yet instead of celebrating them, histo-
ry has blamed them for bringing sin, deceit, 
and death into the world. In this fresh re-
telling of their story, New York Times col-
umnist and PBS host Bruce Feiler travels 
from the Garden of Eden in Iraq to the Sis-

tine Chapel in Rome, from John Milton’s London to Mae West’s 
Hollywood, discovering how Adam and Eve should be hailed as 
exemplars of a long-term, healthy, resilient relationship. At a time 
of discord and fear over the strength of our social fabric, Feiler 
shows how history’s first couple can again be role models for uni-
ty, forgiveness, and love.  
  
Containing all the humor, insight, and wisdom that have endeared 
Bruce Feiler to readers around the world, The First Love Story is 
an unforgettable journey that restores Adam and Eve to their 
rightful place as central figures in our culture's imagination and 
reminds us that even our most familiar stories still have the ability 
to surprise, inspire, and guide us today. 

 
Date: Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 7PM 
Host: Jody Kassel  
 

A Horse Walks Into a Bar: A Novel by David Grossman 
 

**WINNER OF THE 2017 MAN BOOKER  
INTERNATIONAL PRIZE** 
 
The award-winning and internationally ac-
claimed author of the To the End of the 
Land now gives us a searing short novel 
about the life of a stand-up comic, as re-
vealed in the course of one evening’s per-
formance. In the dance between comic and 
audience, with barbs flying back and forth, 

a deeper story begins to take shape—one that will alter the lives 
of many of those in attendance. 
 
In a little dive in a small Israeli city, Dov Greenstein, a comedian a 
bit past his prime, is doing a night of stand-up. In the audience is a 
district court justice, Avishai Lazar, whom Dov knew as a boy, 
along with a few others who remember Dov as an awkward, 
scrawny kid who walked on his hands to confound the neighbor-
hood bullies. Gradually, as it teeters between hilarity and hyste-
ria, Dov’s patter becomes a kind of memoir, taking us back into 
the terrors of his childhood: we meet his beautiful flower of a 
mother, a Holocaust survivor in need of constant monitoring, and 
his punishing father, a striver who had little understanding of his 
creative son. Finally, recalling his week at a military camp for 
youth—where Lazar witnessed what would become the central  

Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2017, 7PM 
Hosts: Elizabeth Appley and Sandy Epstein 
 

The Afterlife of Stars: A Novel by Joseph Kertes 
 

A Brother's Love is Forever |  As Russian tanks roll 
through the cobblestone streets of Budapest and 
shots ring out, young Robert and Attila Beck, in-
separable brothers, peer from the boot of a top-
pled statue of Stalin at the first grisly signs of rev-
olution. The year is 1956. That October day, Rus-
sian soldiers will storm their family home, 
prompting the boys' hurried escape from the city 
with their parents, grandmother, and two cous-
ins. Not all will survive. Their immediate destina-

tion is Paris, and the town house of Hermina, their great-aunt, once a 
renowned opera singer, now a recluse who wears long gloves to pre-
serve her dignity against a past scarred by an unspeakable violence.  
 

Along the way, these two brothers encounter mysterious fellow trav-
elers, witness the bewildering sights of a nation in transition, and 
grapple with rivalry and loss, while never losing their capacity for joy 
or their appreciation of humor, and each other, as they stare down 
the unaccountable and the absurd. Robert, the younger, idolizes the 
fiery Attila, whose growing edge of anger and rebellion threatens to 
endanger them both. As exiles in Paris, they seek adventure and 
whatever semblance of home they might find, from the unfamiliar 
streets to the labyrinthine sewers beneath. When the duo uncovers a 
long-held family secret involving a double agent and a daring Holo-
caust rescue, this novel hurtles toward its cataclysmic conclusion. A 
fleeting decision by Attila has consequences that will last a lifetime, 
and the bond that has proved unbreakable may be the brothers' un-
doing.  

 
 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017, 7PM 
Hosts: Linda and Alan Lippitt 
 

A Strange Death by Hillel Halkin 
 

A mesmerizing recreation of a village in Pales-
tine and its characters, each gently and carefully 
called back from the past to tell their stories in a 
literary narrative of uncommon power and 
affection. In 1917, the members of a spy ring 
who sought to assist the British in driving the 
Turks from Palestine were betrayed. Two were 
hanged; one, the iconically beautiful Sarah 
Aaronsohn, shot herself to escape torture and 
died a lingering death four days later. It was said 
that four of the women of the town of Zichron 

were seen laughing hysterically as the arrests of their neighbors were 
carried out. Each met a strange fate: one died prematurely, the sec-
ond went mad, the third was an invalid and the fourth lived out her 
life in disrepute. 
 

When Hillel Halkin read this story of the village that he lived in, it 
inspired him to begin a journey into the past. His friends and neigh-
bors each offered a different version of the events of 1917, and Hal-
kin discovered that each of them was in some way affected by the 
legendary fate of the spy ring. So he began to dig: into the stories,  

 Date: Wednesday, September 13, 2017, 7PM 
Hosts: Cheryl Hecht and Leonard Thurschwell  
 

My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew by Abigail 
Pogrebin 

 The much-dissected Pew Research Center study 
of 2013, “A Portrait of Jewish Americans,” re-
vealed that most U.S. Jews locate their Jewish-
ness in their ancestry and culture―not in reli-
gion. Abigail Pogrebin wondered if perhaps 
that’s because we haven’t all looked at religion 
closely enough. Although she grew up following 
some holiday rituals, Pogrebin realized how little 
she knew about their foundational purpose and 
current relevance. She wanted to understand 
what had kept these holidays alive and vibrant, 

in some cases for thousands of years. Her curiosity led her to embark 
on an entire year of intensive research, observation, and writing 
about the milestones on the Jewish calendar. 
 
My Jewish Year travels through this calendar’s signposts with candor, 
humor, and a trove of information, capturing the arc of Jewish ob-
servance through the eyes of a relatable, wandering―and wonder-
ing―Jew. The chapters are interspersed with brief reflections from 
prominent rabbis and Jewish thinkers. Maybe you’re seeking an ac-
cessible, digestible roadmap for Jewish life. Maybe you’d appreciate 
a fresh exploration of what you’ve mastered. Whatever your motiva-
tion, you’ll be educated, entertained, and inspired by Pogrebin’s unu-
sual journey―and by My Jewish Year. 
 

Date: Wednesday, October 18, 2017, 7PM 
Hosts: Louise Meller and Jay Lukowski 
 

Jewish Justices of the Supreme Court: From Brandeis to Kagan 
by David Dalin 
 

 

Jewish Justices of the Supreme Court exam-
ines the lives, legal careers, and legacies of 
the eight Jews who have served or who cur-
rently serve as justices of the U.S. Supreme 
Court: Louis D. Brandeis, Benjamin Cardozo, 
Felix Frankfurter, Arthur Goldberg, Abe For-
tas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen G. Brey-
er, and Elena Kagan. David Dalin discusses 
the relationship that these Jewish justices 
have had with the presidents who appoint-

ed them, and given the judges’ Jewish background, investi-
gates the antisemitism some of the justices encountered in 
their ascent within the legal profession before their appoint-
ment, as well as the role that antisemitism played in the 
attendant political debates and Senate confirmation battles. 
 
Other topics and themes include the changing role of Jews 
within the American legal profession and the views and judicial 
opinions of each of the justices on freedom of speech, freedom 
of religion, the death penalty, the right to privacy, gender 
equality, and the rights of criminal defendants, among other 
issues. 



Moses Montefiore: ... 
  

Montefiore’s remarkable 100 years unfold in 19 in-depth chapters. 
His early life, business successes, loving and childless marriage, ex-
tensive world diplomacy, philanthropy, and visits to Palestine are all 
chronicled. 
 

The religious, political, economic, and social ideas and realities of the 
19th century are the backdrop against which Sir Montefiore served 
his fellow Jews and humanity. Knighted by Queen Victoria, he proud-
ly had the word Jerusalem engraved on his coat of arms. His actions 
and deeds served as the inspiration and groundwork for the begin-
nings of a worldwide Jewish consciousness, Jewish activism, Zionism, 
and Jewish-Christian- Moslem relationships. 
Though always true to his strict religious principles, Montefiore was 
not without his detractors, power struggles, and hinted-at infideli-
ties. The foibles, characters, and personalities of individuals are nev-
er masked throughout the book. 
 

One hundred fifty years after Montefiore established the first Jewish 
settlement outside Jerusalem’s walls, Green restores Montefiore’s 
definitive place, pivotal role, and stature as the venerated philan-
thropist, leader, and diplomat he was in Jewish history. Appendices, 
archives consulted, illustrations, index, maps, notes. 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, June 13, 2018, 7PM 
Host: The Authors; at Congregation Or Hadash 
 

Love Cycles, Fear Cycles by David and Deborah Woodsfellow 
  

Love Cycles, Fear Cycles teaches readers the 
most important idea in all of couples therapy. 
This idea gives readers a new understanding 
of what’s been going wrong in their relation-
ship – and a new way to make things right.  
 

The key idea is changing a couple’s negative 
cycle back into their positive cycle. Most  
relationships start in a positive cycle, where 
both people feel wonderful and respond  
lovingly. There are four words that describe 
each couple’s positive cycle – one for each  

person’s good feeling, and one for each person’s loving response.  
 

However, as challenges arise, people instinctively respond with some 
type of fight or flight. Over time, these responses spiral together into 
a negative cycle where each person feels bad and responds defen-
sively. There are four words for each couple’s negative cycle – one 
for each person’s worst feeling, and one for each person’s defensive 
reaction. Many couples get trapped in their negative cycle and their 
relationship spirals deeper into hurt and loneliness.  
 

To have a good marriage, a couple needs to find a way out of their 
negative cycle and back into their positive cycle.  
 

Love Cycles, Fear Cycles teaches readers how to do that. From their 
decades as couples therapists, David and Deborah Woodsfellow have 
distilled this one most-essential component of all successful mar-
riage counseling. They now present this to the general public in a 
way that is easy to understand and easy to use. 

A Horse Walks Into a Bar...  
event of Dov’s childhood—Dov describes the indescribable while 
Lazar wrestles with his own part in the comedian’s story of loss and 
survival. Continuing his investigations into how people confront 
life’s capricious battering, and how art may blossom from it, Gross-
man delivers a stunning performance in this memorable one-night 
engagement (jokes in questionable taste included). 
 

 

Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018, 7PM 
Hosts: Ilene and Steve Zier 
 

The Resistible Rise of Benjamin Netanyahu by Neill Lochery 
  

The first major English-language profile of Benjamin Netanya-
hu, the divisive and controversial Prime Minister of Israel. 
 

Benjamin Netanyahu is one of the longest-
serving Prime Ministers of Israel. For much of 
the world, Netanyahu is a right-wing national-
ist zealot; for many Israelis he is a centrist who 
is too soft on Arabs and backs down too easily 
in a fight. Love him or loathe him, Netanyahu 
has been at the very centre of Arab-Israeli poli-
tics since 1990, when he became the telegenic 
Israeli spokesman for CNN's coverage of the 
Persian Gulf War, arguably ushering in the 
Americanization of the Israeli media. Netanya-

hu is famous for his TV skills, but there is so much more to reveal--
good and bad--about the man and his place in Israeli, Middle East-
ern and world political history. 
 

At present there is no major profile of Netanyahu in the English 
language, so the publication of this book is a landmark of considera-
ble importance, especially as in March 2015 he was re-elected for a 
further term in office. Using the juncture of the Oslo Accords to 
take the reader back to Netanyahu's formative years, Neill Lochery, 
a renowned scholar of Middle Eastern politics and history, chroni-
cles not only the Prime Minister's life but also the issues his career 
has encompassed, from the rise of militant Islam to the politics of 
oil; from the transformation of Israeli politics by the 24/7 cable 
news cycle to the US's changing role in the Middle East. 
 

Date: Wednesday, May 9, 2018, 7PM 
Hosts: Sheila and Michael Dalmat 
 

Moses Montefiore: Jewish Liberator, Imperial Hero  
by Abigail Green 
  

Review by Renita Last | Abigail Green’s new 
biography seeks to reclaim Moses Montefiore’s 
status as the preëminent Jewish global celebrity 
of the 19th century. Green, a scholar as well as 
a distant relation, feels this once most famous 
Jew in the world has been “astonishingly ne-
glected.” You too may marvel at the breadth 
and scope of Montefiore’s life after reading her 
book. In fact, whenever and wherever a Jewish 
crisis occurred, it seemed Montefiore was on 
the scene.This is a scholarly, endlessly detailed, 

and extensively researched work. Some may find all the infor-
mation a bit laborious to wade through at times. 

Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 
Host: Sari Marmur 
 

Moonglow: A Novel by Michael Chabon 
 

Winner of the Sophie Brody Medal •  • Wall Street Journal’s Best 
Novel of the Year  
 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael Chabon delivers another liter-
ary masterpiece: a novel of truth and lies, 
family legends, and existential adventure—
and the forces that work to destroy us. 
 

In 1989, fresh from the publication of his first 
novel, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh, Michael 
Chabon traveled to his mother’s home in 
Oakland, California, to visit his terminally ill 
grandfather. Tongue loosened by powerful 
painkillers, memory stirred by the imminence 
of death, Chabon’s grandfather shared recol-
lections and told stories the younger man 

had never heard before, uncovering bits and pieces of a history long 
buried and forgotten. That dreamlike week of revelations forms the 
basis for the novel Moonglow, the laest feat of legerdemain from 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael Chabon. 
 

Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of a man the narra-
tor refers to only as “my grandfather.” It is a tale of madness, of 
war and adventure, of sex and marriage and desire, of existential 
doubt and model rocketry, of the shining aspirations and demonic 
underpinnings of American technological accomplishment at 
midcentury, and, above all, of the destructive impact—and the cre-
ative power—of keeping secrets and telling lies. It is a portrait of 
the difficult but passionate love between the narrator’s grandfather 
and his grandmother, an enigmatic woman broken by her experi-
ence growing up in war-torn France. It is also a tour de force of 
speculative autobiography in which Chabon devises and reveals a 
secret history of his own imagination. 
 

From the Jewish slums of prewar South Philadelphia to the invasion 
of Germany, from a Florida retirement village to the penal utopia of 
New York’s Wallkill prison, from the heyday of the space program 
to the twilight of the “American Century,” the novel revisits an  
entire era through a single life and collapses a lifetime into a single 
week. A lie that tells the truth, a work of fictional nonfiction, an 
autobiography wrapped in a novel disguised as a memoir, 
Moonglow is Chabon at his most moving and inventive. 
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